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llenndep
EpuKcoH Pomute Bo bocHa u
XepuerosuHa: Pogos nornep,
Ha pOMCKaTta NoJIUTUKA,

(M)HBO u ppxaBata

ITopaau BojHAaTa BO EPUOOT O 1992 /10 1995 TOAVHA,
Bo bocna u XepreroBuHa mMa moBeke MeryHapOJHH
HEBJIQJIUHU OPTaHU3aIU OTKOJIKY BO KOja OWyo apyra
HMCTOYHOEBPOIICKA WJIN IIeHTPAJHOeBpoIicKa 3emja. Of
3aBpIIyBakeTO HA BOjHATA BO 1995 IO, HEBJIAJUHUOT
WIN TParaHCKHUOT OIIITECTBEH CEKTOP Ce Pa3BU W 3a-
jakHa. Komac obGjacHyBa /eka KpajoT Ha KOMYHU3MOT
OBO3MOXKWUJI ,parame, WIN Mpeposda HAa TparaHCKOTO
OTINTECTBO® U JieKa TIparaHCKHOT OIIITECTBEH CeK-
TOP MOpa /ia ce CIPOTHCTABU Ha HAIMOHAJIU3MUTE KOU
ce pa3Bmjie 32 BpeMe Ha KOMYHH3MOT, KaKO pe3yJsTaT
Ha HEJIOCTUTOT OJi OCHOBA 3a rparaHCKO OIIIITECTBO
(1997, 41). ITleru Borcon objacHyBa /Jeka rparaHCKOTO
OTIIITECTBO MOKe Ja ce pa3bepe ,MeTapOpUIHO, KAKO
JloMeH Ha GIIyKTYUPAYKH, HO UCTOBPEMEHO U CTAOMIHU
ozHOCH Ha MOK"“ (1997, 24); cOCTaBEHO €, HO BOEIHO U
I'd HQJMUHYBA, cueludUIHNUTE COLMjaTHU aKTePU KOU
ce MOJIEJTMPaHu O]f ,MMaHEHTHH IOJINbA Ha OJHOCH HA
mok“ (Ibid.). OBue nosinma Ha MOK BKJIy4yBaaT JIOKAJI-
HU, HAMOHAJIHU ¥ UHTEPHAIIMOHAJIHU aKTepu. Bo 0BOj
TPYZ, CaKaM J]a EMOHCTPUPAM KaKO BJIa[UHUTE U HEBJIA-
JIMHUTE CeKTOPH BO moBoeHa bocHa u XepreropuHa (0T-
TyKa I1a HaTaMmy BO TeKcTOT bocHa) BiaujaaTt Ha Pomure,
a MMOKOHKPEeTHO Ha PoMKHTe, IpeKy UCIIUTYBabe Ha JIO-
KTHUTE U Mel'YHAPOJHUTE HEBJIQ/INHU OPTaHU3aLNH U
BJIINHUTE IIporpamu 3a Pomure.

Jennifer

Erickson Roma in Bosnia

Herzegovina: A Gendered
Gaze at the Politics of Roma,
(I)NGOs, and the State

Due to the 1992-1995 war, there are more international
nongovernmental organizations (INGO’s) in Bosnia-
Herzegovina than in any other Eastern or Central Eu-
ropean country. Since the war ended in 1995, the non-
governmental or civil society sector has developed and
strengthened. Colas explains that the end of communism
has allowed for the “birth, or rebirth, of civil society” and
that the civil society sector must confront the national-
isms that developed during communism as a result of
the lack of foundation for civil society (1997, 41). Peggy
Watson illustrates that civil society can be understood
in “metaphorical terms as a domain of fluctuating yet
stable power relations” (1997, 24); it is composed of, but
also goes beyond, specific social actors who are shaped
by “immanent fields of power relations” (Ibid.). These
fields of power include local, national, and internatio-
nal actors. In this paper, I seek to demonstrate how the
governmental and nongovernmental sectors in post-war
Bosnia-Herzegovina (hereafter Bosnia) impact Roma,
and specifically Romani women, by examining local and
international nongovernmental organizations and gov-
ernmental programs for Roma.
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Hesnaguaure opranusanuu (HBO) decto ce cmeraHu
3a 00e30emyBauYn Ha YCIyTH; THE MOJKAT Jla TU TOTOJI-
HAT JyIIKUTe KOora JprKaBaTa He € BO COCToj0a Wiau He
ycIieBa Jia IMMOHY/U OJIpeZIeHH BUIOBH yCIyrd. Bo moBo-
eHa BocHa, mokpaj MefyHapoJHaTa 3aeHUIIA, JIOKAJI-
HHUOT rparaHCKH CEKTOP Ha OIMIITECTBOTO KOMIIEH3HMPA
3a ciabara nentpasHa Biaact. HBO, moBeke ox Koj 6m1o
JIPYT CEKTOP Ha OMIITECTBOTO, TO UMaaT IIpe3eMeHO Ia-
TEPHATU3MOT OJI IOPaHelIHAaTa KOMyHHUCTHYKA JIprKaBa.
[I1HOK MOKaXyBa: ,HAI[OHAJTHUTE U JIOKAJTHUTE BJIaJN
Bo lcrouna EBpoma c€ moBeke ce moTmupaaT Ha HEB-
JIAIUHUOT CEKTOP 3a MIpY’Kalbe YCJIyTH; IIOCTOM jacHa
HEBOJIHOCT Ha JIBETE CTPAHH J]a Ce HOCH IIeJTMOT TOBap Ha
BHCTHHCKA IPOMEHA Ha JIOJITH IaTekKu (2002, 248)

Huckypcor Ha HBO u curyamnujara Bo moBoeHa bocHa
MIPBEHCTBEHO Ce OJ[HECYBAaaT HA MHO3UHCTBOTO €THUKY-
mu Ha 6ocancku XpBaru, Cpou u Mycaumanu (OTTyKa
I1a HaTaMy BO TeKcTOT bommarnu'). Bo TeKoT Ha mociesn-
HUTe 10 roaunu, Pomute (I[uranute) 6Gea MCKIyIeHH
OJ1 TIOTOJIEMHUOT JIeJT IUCKYCUHM KOU TO 3aceraa pa3BOjoT
Ha TparaHCKUTE OIIITECTBEHW U BJIAJINHUTE CEKTOPH.
Cyzan I'asn (Susan Gal) o6jacHyBa, ,,Jlozieka ce 6apa en-
HAKBOCT Ha MOEJWHIIUTE BO JIOMEHOT Ha IOJIMTHUKATA,
ujiejaTa 3a rparaHCKO OIIITECTBO TU (pya BO CEHKA
€KOHOMCKHUTE W JPYTUTE COIUjaJTHH Pa3JIUKH, KOU BO
npakca ¢GyHAaMEeHTAJTHO IO OTPAaHUYYBaaT y4eCTBOTO BO
nonutukarta“. (1997, 34). Hury enen Pom He e u36paH Ha
HEKOja BJIaJinHa no3unirja Bo bocaa. CaMo HEKOJIKyMH-
Ha He-PoMu rvl mpr3HaBaaT EKOHOMCKUTE U MTOJTUTUUKH
MPEeIN3BUIIN CO KOUIITO ce coodyBaaT Pomure. biaro-
JlapeHre Ha paboTaTta Ha JIOKAJIHU POMH aKTHUBHUCTH,
¥ CO TIOMOII Ha MelyHapoJlHaTa 3aeqHHIIA, JUCKYPCOT
Ha rparaHCKOTO OmIITecTBO BO bocHa meHec ro omndaka
MpallameTo Ha IMpaBaTa Ha PoMuTe moBeKe 071 Kora u Jia
0mJ10, HO 3aIlOCTaByBameTO Ha PoMuTe ocTaHyBa IIUPO-
KO pacmpoctpaHero. Mako kaj Pomure pacre cBecra 3a

Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) are often viewed
as service protectors; they may fill in a gap left when the
state abandons or is unable to offer certain kinds of serv-
ices. In post-war Bosnia, the local civil society sector, in
addition to the international community, compensate
for the weak central government. NGOs, more than any
other sector of society, have taken over the paternalism
of the former communist state. Pinnock demonstrates,
“national and local governments in Eastern Europe are
increasingly relying on the NGO sector for service provi-
sion; there is a distinct reluctance on both their parts to
carry the entire burden of real long-term change” (2002,
248).

The discourse on NGOs and the situation in post-war
Bosnia primarily addresses the majority ethnicities of
Bosnian Croats, Serbs, and Muslims (hereafter Bosni-
acs). For the last 10 years, Roma (Gypsies) have been ex-
cluded from much of the discussion on the development
of the civil society and governmental sectors. Susan Gal
explains, “While claiming the equality of individuals in
the political realm, the idea of civil society obscures the
economic and other social differences that, in practice,
fundamentally constrain political participation” (1997,
34). No Roma occupy elected governmental positions in
Bosnia. Few non-Roma acknowledge the economic and
social challenges that Roma face. Due to the work of lo-
cal Romani activists and with the help of the internation-
al community, the discourse on civil society in Bosnia
is more inclusive of Roma rights today than it ever has
been, but neglect of Roma remains widespread. While
Roma have an increasing awareness about the politics
of civil society, they tend to lack the skills necessary to
attract donors and attention from the majority commu-
nities.
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IIOJIMTHUKAaTAa Ha I‘paf‘aHCKOTO OoImmTeCTBO, HUM UM HEJ10C-
TUTraaT BEIITUHU HEOIIXOAHH Ja IIPHUBJI€YAT JOHATOPU U
BHHUMaHNE O MHO3MHCKHUTE 3a€/THUIIU.

OcHoBa Ha NpoeKToT

On 1998 110 2000 ro., jac paboTeEB KaKO BOJIOHTEPKA
BO eJlHa JioKasHa keHcka HBO, Meauka UudoTreka BO
3enuna, bocaa. Mennka MHDoTeka 6uia ocHOBaHa BO
anmpuwi 1993 roj., CO HaMepa Jia MPYKU IICHUXO0-COITH-
jaTHa ¥ MeIUITMHCKA IOMOIII HA KPTBUTE O] BOEHUTE
CHWIyBama. 3a BpeMe Ha MOjOT IpecToj Bo 3eHuIia, Me-
JHUKA ce COCTOellle Of KJIMHHKA, TUM O IICHXOJIO3H U
coIyjasTHu pabOTHUIIM, IIEHTap 3a THEBHA I'prka U VH-
doTeka, MOJUTUYKO M UCTPAXKyBAUYKO KpuiIo. Meauka
1 Mequka 2, 00eTe Bo 3eHHUIIa, UCTO TaKa OBO3MOXKyBaa
IIPeCTOj HAa >KEHU U JIera, a uMallle U pabOTWIHULH 32
TKaeme, ueme, Gpusnuparme, Tananupame Ha Mebest, 1
JKelIKka JIMHUja 32 JKeHU U JIela, )KPTBU Ha HACHJICTBO
(COC Tenedon). Ox 1997 rox., Menuka ce MeHyBallle
¥ TO MPOIINPHU CBOjOT (HOKYC 3a /ia TH BKJIYYHU HE CaMO
mpobJieMuTe TOBP3aHU CO BOjHATA, TYKY U JJOMAIIHOTO
HACHJICTBO CIIpEMA JKEHUTE, 3aCTalyBambe Ha MMOJTUTUKHI
U, OIIIITO, IpaBaTa Ha >keHUTe. MouTe KOJIelKN BO Me-
nuka Madoreka 6ea Bommauku, 6ocancku XpBaTKu U
6ocancku CpOUHKH.

Jac mperexxHo paboteB 3a MHGOTEKka, BO TUMOT KOj
I'H BOCIIOCTaByBallle M TH OJIp>KyBallle MPEKUTE CO OC-
tanatute HBO u Bnasimam unctutynuu. Kako BTop BoJ1o-
HTep Bo Meinka, v MOpajii MOETO IIPETXOTHO UCKYCTBO
B0 o0J1acTa Ha IIcUXoJiorujara, ox Madoreka me 3amostmja
Jla IU3ajHUIpaM | Jla KOOPJIMHUPaM UCTPAKyBauKHU IIPO-
ekT. MouTe cOpabOTHHYKH He IIpenu3upaa TemMma, Ho Me
oxpabpuja /a HajIaM HEIITO IIITO Ke Oujie peleBaHTHO
3a MUcHjaTa Ha MeaiKa Koja Tv IpOMOBHpa IIpaBaTa Ha

Background to the Project

From 1998-2000, I worked as a volunteer for a lo-
cal women’s NGO, Medica Infoteka, in Zenica, Bosnia.
Medica Infoteka was established in April 1993 to pro-
vide psycho-social and medical assistance to survivors
of war-related rape. During my time in Zenica, Medica
consisted of a medical clinic, a team of psychologists and
social workers, a daycare center, and Infoteka, a political
and research wing. Medica and Medica 2, both located in
Zenica, also consisted of two accommodations for wom-
en and children, workshops in weaving, sewing, hair de-
sign, and furniture upholstery, and a hotline for women
and children victims of violence (SOS Telephone). Since
1997, Medica has been shifting and broadening its fo-
cus to include not only war-related issues but domestic
violence against women, policy advocacy, and women’s
rights in general. My colleagues at Medica Infoteka in-
cluded Bosniac, Bosnian Croat, and Bosnian Serb wo-
men.

I mostly worked for Infoteka, the team that establishes
and maintains networks with other NGOs and govern-
mental institutions. As the second volunteer at Medica
and because of my background in psychology, Infoteka
asked me to design and coordinate a research project.
My colleagues did not specify a topic but encouraged me
to find something relevant to Medica’s mission of pro-
moting women’s and children’s rights. I proposed to do
a project with Roma because in Medica’s research on the

:



Jennifer Erickson Roma in Bosnia-Herzegovina: A Gendered Gaze at the Politics of Roma, (I)NGOs, and the State

JKEHUTE U Jierata. Jac cMeTaB ieka Tpeba Jja HarpaBuMe
NpoekT co Pomure, 3a1iTo BO UCTpakyBawmara Ha Me-
JIVKa 32 MPeoBJIaJlyBalbeTO Ha JIOMAITHOTO HACUJICTBO,
O/l OIIITHHATa Ha 3eHuIla IpeJJIOKHja Jla ce Hallpa-
BH CJIMYHO TaKBO HCTPaKyBambe Mery >KeHuTe PoMKw.
(Medica Infoteka 1999, 92). HuBHHOT NpUMEPOK HA
HaceJIeHHe O MPUOJIMIKHO 500 KeHU He BKJIydyBallle
HUTY e/Ha Koja cebecu ce upeHTUUKyBale Kako Pom-
ka. 1o 1999, Meauka craHa efjHa o1 Hajycnenraute HBO
Bo bocna. Mmaiie 106pu 0HOCH CO JJOHATOPUTE, UJIe-
HOBUTE OJi OCTAaHATHUTE JIOKAJIHU U MelyHapoaHu HBO,
CO BJIQJIMHUTE CIIY>KOEHHIU M peau3upalie MHOIITBO
MPOEKTU KOU BKJIyUyBaa »KE€HH OJ] CUTE TPU MHO3UHCKU
€THOCH, HO KOHKPEeTHO He TM clioMeHyBaa Pomure.”

Bo TekoT Ha jyHH 2000 TOJ., TPU KOJIEIIKU U jac WH-
TepBjyupaBMe 112 Pomku oj omnmTuHarta 3eHUIa,
KODHCTEjKH r'0 METOIOT HAJIABUHA, CO I1€J1 /1A TO OTKpHEME
HUBHUOT COI[HMO-€KOHOMCKHU CTaTyc U JeMorpadcku
pod I, CTENEHOT 0 KOj 0 HCKYCHJIE HACHJICTBOTO,
KOMY ce oOpaTuIe 3a IIOMOII U TOPaJIi KOU IPUINHU, 1
IIITO MUCJIAT 32 HACWJICTBOTO CIIPEMA JKEHUTE BOOIIIITO.
I'm cropenuB oBue Opojku co OoHHME Ha He-Pomckute
3aemHUIM Oa3MpaHU Ha HCTPaKyBamweTo koe Menmka
r0 3aBPIIM BO 1999 roj. 3aKJIy4uBMe JeKa IOCJIeNH-
I[UTE O KJIACU3MOT, CEKCU3MOT U PACHU3MOT CO3/1aBaaT
MHOTYKpaTHU (pOPMHU HA HACHJICTBO CIIpEMA ITOEeIUHITH,
€KOHOMCKO HAaCWJICTBO M MapruHaiausanuja Ha Pomure
HAa JIp?KaBHO HUBO, U HACUJICTBO CIIPEMA POMCKHUTE >KeHH
3aTOA IITO Ce KeHU. 3aIIeMETYBAYKO € KOJIMYECTBOTO Ha
JIOMAIITHO HACWJICTBO cupeMa PomkuTe 1 He-PomKkuTe BO
BocHa. Ho cenak, Bo moBeke pa3jIuyHH KaTeropuu, Pom-
KHTe [IPHUjaByBaaT 3HAYNUTEJTHO II0BEKe HACUJICTBO O] He-
Pomxkure: 33% on »kenute PoMku n3jaBuja ieka HHBHUOT
IIapTHEDP T'U 3JI0yNOTpeOyBa BeKe IO0JIT IIEPUO/, HaC-
poTH 24% ox He-Pomkure. (Medica Infoteka 2001, 27).
Y6ennuBo moBeke xeHu Pomku (38%) mpujaBuja meka

prevalence of domestic violence in the Zenica municipa-
lity, they recommended that similar research be conduc-
ted among Romani women (Medica Infoteka 1999, 92).
Their sample population of approximately 500 women
did not include even one woman who identified herself
as Romani. By 1999, Medica had established itself as one
of the most successful NGOs in Bosnia. It had good rela-
tionships with donors, members of other local and inter-
national NGOs, governmental employees, and multiple
projects that incorporated women from all three of the
majority ethnicities, but they did not specifically men-
tion Roma.?

During June 2000, three colleagues and I interviewed
112 Romani women in the Zenica municipality using a
snowball sample in order to discover their socioeconom-
ic status and demographic profile, the extent to which
they experienced violence, to whom they turned for help
and for what reasons, and what they thought about vio-
lence against women in general. I compared these fig-
ures to those of non-Romani communities based on the
research Medica completed in 1999. We concluded that
the consequences of classism, sexism, and racism create
multiple forms of violence: physical and emotional vio-
lence against individuals, economic violence and state
level marginalization against Roma, and violence against
Romani women because they are women. There is a stag-
gering amount of domestic violence among Roma and
non-Roma in Bosnia. However, in a number of different
categories, Romani women reported significantly more
violence than non-Roma: 33% of Romani women said
that their partner had abused them over a long period of
time as opposed to 24% of non-Romani women (Medica
Infoteka 2001:27). Significantly more Romani women
(38%) reported that their partner had threatened them
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HUBHHMOT IIApTHEP UM Ce 3aKaHyBaJ CO HACWJICTBO W
IIO3UTHUBHO O/ITOBOPHja Ha MPAIIAKETO: ,,/J[aIi HeKoralll
TBOJOT MapTHep Te yApwiI?* (44%) (Ibid.).

BTopuoT Aen o HaIIeTo HUCTPaKyBalbe BKIYUYH U
JUTaOWHCKH, TOJIy-CTPYKTYpUPaHU UHTePBjya (ycHa mc-
TOpHja), 3allITO CAaKaBMe Jla JI03HAeMe ITOBeKe 3a pPOM-
CKHTE >KeHU, HUBHUOT CEKOjIHEBEH >KHBOT, HHUBHHUTE
’KHBOTHU IIPUKA3HH W JIa TH CIIPOTHUCTAaBHMe Ha HEKOU
O/l HETaTHUBHUTE CTEPEOTHHH 3a PoMHTe BOOIIITO.
Co B3aBpIIyBameTO Ha WCTPAXKYyBaHeTO, W3/1aJIOBMe
HenpodurabmiHa kuura, Kaxo cueee(e)me (Medica
Infoteka 2001) 1 uUcneyaTuBMe aHIVIMCKA, OOCAHCKA U
poMcka Bep3auja.?

Bo jeroro 2003 roa., ce BpatuB Bo bocHa n1a ro
3aBpIIlaM UCTPAXKYBAHETO 32 MOJOT MarucTepcku Tpysa.*
Ce cocpeznoTounB Ha 1000pO pa3bupare Ha MOJIUTH-
KaTa Ha jokajaaute HBO u BiaguHuTe areHnyuu, 1 1o-
KOHKDETHO, KaKO THe TH TPeTUpaaT Npeu3BUIIUTE CO
KoM ce coouyBaaT Pomute. Bo 0BOj TpyZ It UCIIUTyBaM
HBO Bo ogHOC Ha HUBHUTE MOJUTHUKU ciipeMa Pomure,
CTaBOT Ha POMCKHUTE OpPTaHU3aIUM CIIpeEMA KEHUTE, yJI0-
rata koja HBO ja umaar Bo ogHOC Ha Pomure, 1 uckyc-
TBaTa Ha PoMKuUTe cO rTOpeHaBa/leHUTe aKTEPU.

Pomute u gpxxaBara

[Tepuonot Ha TpaHchopmalmja o] CoIHjaan3aM, MPeKy
BOjHAa, /10 cj10001HA Ma3apHa ekoHoMHja Bo bocHa berre
0aBeH U TeXKOK 3a CUTe eTHHUKYMH. [lelyMHO mopaju
TeKOBHAaTa €KOHOMCKa HeCTaOMJIHOCT Ha Jp)KaBaTa U
3aKaHaTa o7 MOXKHO HacwiacTBO, BocHa He ycmea na
IIpUBJIeYE roJieM jieJ1 o (JerayiHuTe GopMHU Ha) TPAaHCHA-
nuoHaJIeH KanuTtai. Ha mpumep, Bo 3eHuna, pabpuka-
Ta 3a YeJIUK 00e30emyBallle morojieM Jej o1 JOKATHUTE
paboTHH MecTa, HO ITOPaJIU 3acTapeHaTa TEXHOJIOTHja 1

with violence and responded affirmatively to the ques-
tion, “Has your partner ever hit you?” (44%) (Ibid.).

The second part of our research included in-depth, semi-
structured oral history interviews because we wanted to
learn more about Romani women, their day to day lives,
their life stories, and to counter some of the negative ste-
reotypes of Roma in general. At the completion of the
research, we published a not-for-profit book, How We
Live(d) (Medica Infoteka 2001), and printed English,
Bosnian, and Romani versions.?

In the summer of 2003, I returned to Bosnia to complete
research on my Master’s paper.* I focused on gaining a
better understanding of the politics of local and interna-
tional NGOs and governmental agencies, and more spe-
cifically how they address the challenges that Roma face.
In this paper, I interrogate local NGOs in regards to their
policies with Roma, Romani organizations’ stance to-
wards women, the role INGOs play in regards to Roma,
and Romani women’s experiences with the above ac-
tors.

Roma and the State

The transformation period from socialism to war to a free
market economy in Bosnia has been slow and difficult for
all ethnicities. Due in part to the on-going economic in-
stability of the state in addition to the threat of possible
violence, Bosnia has not attracted a great deal of (legal
forms of) transnational capital. For example, in Zenica,
the steel factory provided most of the local jobs, but due
to insufficient technology and multiple bombings, it is
beyond repair. International aid organizations provide a
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MOBeKeKpaTHUTe GoMOapaupama, cera He MOXKe Jia ce
nonpasu. MefyHapOITHUTE OPTaHU3AI[AY 32 TIOMOIII Cera
HyZIaT rosieM 6poj paboTHU MecTa 3a JlokaHuTe bocaH-
[, HO He U 3a PomuTe, MOpajiu OMIIITOTO HETIO3HABAHE
Ha HBO 3kaproHoT, KOMIIjyTePCKUTE BEIITHHU U aH-
IJIUCKUOT ja3UK.

3a PomurTe ycHenrHo /ja ce MHKOPIIOPUPAAT BO BJIAU-
HUOT U IPafaHCKUOT CEKTOP Ha OIIITECTBOTO BO TEKOT
Ha KPUTUYHUOT IEPUO/T Ha TpaHchopMaIyja, caMuTe Ke
MoOpaarT /ia ce U3pasar MOrJIaCHO, ¥ CO MOOPTraHU3UpaHa
JIOKJIHO MHUIMpaHa Kammarba. Celak, TEIIKo € Jja Cce
OpraHM3UpaAaT JIOKATHO HHUIMPAHU KaMIIatbH, KOra
TosikaB O6poj Pomu ce cooueHu co KpajHa Oena, a Aa He
CIIOMEHyBaM JleKa WM HeI0CTacyBa COOZBETHO oOpa-
30BaHUE, MOTPEOHO 3a MHUIUPAE U OJIPXKYBakhe Ha
TaKBa JIOKAJIHA MOOMIM3anuja. BkiyueHocTa Ha JKeHUTE
PoMKH € TPOjHO ITOT0JIEM MIPEAU3BUK, 3AIIITO OBUE KEHHU
ce coouyBaaTr He camo co 0ela ¥ HeIOCTaTOK Ha obpa-
30BaHUE, TYKYy U CO CEKCH3aM U HACHJICTBO BO PaMKHUTE
Ha HUBHHUTE 3aeHUIMA U CO JUCKPUMHUHAINMja O CTpa-
Ha Ha nomupokara He-Pomcka 3aeqHuna. Ilopagu Toa
o bocHa fonpsa, mpes ce, Tpeba a opopMu CHUITHA,
3py’KeHa IeHTpaIHa BJIACT, a II0TOA U BJIACT KOja ajie-
KBaTHO ke copaboTyBa €O JIOKAJTHUTE BJIACTH U IIPUBAT-
HUOT CEKTOP, JBUIKEHETO MPOTHUB ,Hea“ ce MOKaKyBa
temko. Omu 1 Bunant (Omi and Winant) o6jacHyBaaT
Jleka TO3WTHBHA IMPOMEHA 3a MAaJIMHCTBATA-3KPTBU
Ha pacu3aM €JMHCTBEHO MOJKe /la Ce IOCTHUTHE Kora
pedopmara e WHUIMpAHA OJ CTpaHa Ha JprKaBaTa,
,KOra Taa MMa TeHEPHPAaHO HOBU IPOrpaMH M areH-
I[M1 KOU Ce BO COCTOjOa Jla OATOBOpAT Ha OaparmaTa Ha
JIBIDKEeTO. JIBUKehaTa KOU ce BO cocTojOa Jja Hampa-
BaT TakBM pedopMU ce parfaar camo KOTa KamaluTeToT
Ha IPETXOHHUTE AP>KAaBHHU IIPOrpaMy U UHCTUTYIIUU /14
ja opraHM3upaaT W Jia ja 3ajaKHAT pacHaTa HIe0JIoTHja
3HAYUTESTHO omara“ (1994, 88). Mcropucku riezaHo,
Pomute Bo Mcrouna u llentpanna Espona u Ha bas-

large number of jobs for some local Bosnians, but not for
Roma due to general lack of knowledge of NGO jargon,
computer skills, and the English language.

In order to successfully incorporate Roma into govern-
mental and civil society sectors during the precarious
transformation period, Roma will need present a louder
voice and a more organized grassroots campaign. How-
ever, it is difficult to organize grassroots campaigns when
so many Roma face abject poverty not to mention lack the
kind of education necessary to initiate and maintain such
grassroots mobilizations. Romani women’s involvement
is triply challenging as women face not only poverty and
lack of education but also sexism and violence within
their own communities and discrimination against them
from the wider non-Romani community. Because Bos-
nia has yet to form a strong, unified central government,
much less one that cooperates adequately with local
governments and with the private sector, a movement
against “it” proves difficult. Omi and Winant explain
that positive change for racialized minorities can only be
achieved when reform is initiated by the state, “when it
has generated new programs and agencies in response
to movement demands. Movements capable of achieving
such reforms only arise when there is significant ‘decay’
in the capacities of pre-existing state programs and in-
stitutions to organize and enforce racial ideology” (1994,
88). Historically, Roma throughout Eastern and Central
Europe and the Balkans have experienced neglect by the
state. The 1992-95 war in Bosnia decentralized the state
making it difficult for grassroots movements to initiate
counterhegemonic reforms; however, in other ways, the
heterogeneity of the civil society sectors provides Roma
in post-war Bosnia more opportunities than they had
previously.
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KaHOT Oea 3arocTaBeHH o1 Ap»KaBara. BojHaTa oz 1992-
95 roa. Bo BocHa ja nmeneHTpaniusupalie ApsKaBara,
mpu 1mTo Oea OTeKHATH MACOBHHTE JBUIKEHA 3a IOT-
TUKHYBakbhe Ha KOHTPaXereMOHUCTUYKU PeOpPMH; KaKO
U Jla e, XeTEPOTeHOCTa Ha CEKTOPHUTE Ha rparaHCKOTO
OTIIITECTBO Ha JIPYTM HAYMHU UM Ipy:Ka Ha Pomure BO
moBoeHa BocHa moBeKe MOKHOCTH OTKOJIKY IIITO MMaa
MIPETXOTHO.

TuToBaTa marepHAIUCTAYKA JyrocjaBuja YCHEIIHO
acuMuIMpalile MHOTY PoMu BO MOIIUPOKOTO OMIITECTBO,
niu 0apeM Taka H3IJIealle CIIOpef] BUAYBAHETO Ha
rosiem 6poj Pomu.® IToBoenaTa BiacT Bo bocHa ozBaj ;1a
HaJINKyBa Ha MaTepHAJIUCTUYKATA JIPKaBa IOpaHelIHa
JyrociaBuja, ocobeHo no npamamero Ha Pomwure. Jlo-
KaJIHUTe POMCKU JIUJIEpH eJHOIJIACHO H3pasuja 3Tpo-
3yBame 3apaZil HEJOCTUTOT Ha KOHTakTH Mery HBO u
Byasiata. Bianuuure ciy:xOeHunu ce ¢okycupaaT Ha
HUBHUTE €THUYKU IPYNH, U OJ[BAj Jia IpaBaT HEIITO
oBeKe 071 CHMOOJIMYHY FeCTOBU CO KOU 'l 3aMOJTIyBaaT
aokanaute pomcku HBO u pakoBojutenu. Mexmer
CyspuK, pOMCKU WHTeJNeKTyasten u guaep Ha HBO, mu
objacHu Aeka motpebute Ha OocaHckuTe Pomm ce BO
rojieMa MepKa 3aceHeTH OJ1 TOTpebuTe Ha MHO3UHCKUTE
3aenHuM. Tojja 06BMHYBa B1afiaTa, KOjalITo iMa TPOojIia
POTHpAYKU IIpeTce/iaTesIu KON ce IPUKJIOHETU Ha TPUTE
MHO3UHCKH €ETHUKYMU: ,,Bo BakBa atmocdepa, cure yryre
’KUBEAT MHOTY TEIIKO, HO KOra ke cTaHe 300D 32 HaIHO-
HAJTHUTE MAJIITUHCTBA, TOTAIIl CTAaHyBa MPavyHO.

PomckuTe nusiepu He ce eIMHCTBEHUTe KOU Ce UPUTHU-
panu op Biagara. Konrakrture Ha Pomkure co Biagu-
HUTE NHCTUTYLIUU IIOKAXKaa KOJIKY JIOKQJIHUTE BJIaINHU
WHCTUTYLIUU JIOLIO TU TpeTHUpase U I'M 3all0CTaByBaJie
Pomure. Kosemmkure ox Meuka u jac Ty IpairyBaBMe
’KEeHUTe CO KOU BJIaIUHU NHCTUTYLINY UMajle KOHTaKT, U
OTKPHUBME JleKa 3HaUUTETHO TToroJieM 6poj Pomku nma-

Tito’s paternalistic Yugoslavia successfully assimilated
many Roma into the wider society, or at least it appeared
to from the perspective of many Roma.> The post-war
government in Bosnia hardly resembles the paternalist
state of the former Yugoslavia, especially in regards to
Roma. Local Romani leaders expressed uniform disgust
regarding the lack of contact between NGOs and the go-
vernment. Government officials focus attention on their
own ethnic parties and do little more than make sym-
bolic gestures to quiet the local Romani NGOs and lead-
ers. Mehmed Suljic, a Romani intellectual and leader of
an NGO, explained to me that Bosnian Roma’s needs are
grossly over-shadowed by the needs of the majority com-
munities. He blames the government, which has three
rotating presidents, who are aligned with the three maj-
ority ethnicities: “In this kind of atmosphere, it is very
difficult for the constituent people to live but when the
word is about national minorities then it is dark.”

Romani leaders are not alone in their irritation with the
government. Romani women’s contact with governmen-
tal institutions demonstrated how much local govern-
ment institutions have (mis)treated or neglected Roma.
My Medica colleagues and I asked women with which go-
vernmental institutions they had contact and discovered
that significantly more Romani women had contact with
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Jie KOHTAKT CO BJIQJIMHUTE WHCTUTYIINH, OTKOJIKY KEHU-
Te Kou He ce Pomku. Mlako He Ty mpamiaBMe 30IITO UM
ce oOpaTuse Ha OBHe WHCTUTYI[UW, HUBOATA HA HACHJI-
CTBO, 3a€J{THO CO HUBHHOT HU30K COI[MOEKOHOMCKH CTa-
TyC MO2KeOU T HaBeJI POMCKUTE KeHH Jia He ce o0parar.
Peuricu mosioBUHA 071 ’KeHUTe POMKU KOU Tl UHTEPB]jyH-
paBme (46%) 6uite Bo lleHTapoT 3a corujasiHa paboTa,
KaJle IITO ce IUCTpUbyupa colujaaHa moMoIlr; camo 12%
oJ1 He-poMcKuTe keHu 6uie Bo LlenTapot. /IBaecer u
OCyM IIPOLIEHTH OJ1 KeHuTe POMKY OG1ie BO IMOJTHUITHjaTa,
BO criopeniba co 9% oj He-Pomkute, U 25% O *KEHUTE
PoMKU MMaJie KOHTAKT CO CyJICKUOT CHUCTEM, JIOZEKA Off
YKEHUTe He-POMKH MPOIIEHTOT € 0CyM.°

Wsriena neka IIOrOJIEMUOT JieJl Of, KOHTAKTUTE Ha
PoMKuTe CcO BIaIMHUTE WHCTUTYIHMU OWJI HeraTHUBEH.
[Ipubim:KHO e/lHA TpeTWHa O]l *KEHHUTe H3jaBHja JeKa
“MaJie HETaTHBHO HCKycTBa co IleHTapoT 3a corujas-
Ha pabora (Ibid.). OBa Moskebu 3aBHCH OJT TOA JTAJIM HA
’KeHaTa 1 Omjia JjafieHa HeKakBa MaTepujajiHa ITOMOIII.
JKenure xou u3jaBuja JieKka uMaJie [eJIOCHO ITO3UTHBHHU
HCKYyCTBa HAjuecTO CIIOMeHaa JieKa ,J00we HeITo®,
a OHMe KOU MMaa HeraTHBHU HCKYCTBa peKoa JieKa ,He
noowne Humro“ (Ibid.). CKkopo MOJIOBHHA O] JKEHUTE
(43%) xou MMaJie KOHTAKT CO IOJIMIHjaTa U3jaBHuja IeKa
HHUBHOTO HMCKycTBO Owmwio HeratuBHO (Medica Infoteka
2001, 32). Hcro Taka, THe u3pasuja HE3aJ[OBOJICTBO
OJ1 TIOJIUIIMjaTa BO BPCKa CO HEJOCTUT O] MaTepHjaiHa
IIOMOIII.

I'm mpamaBMe KeHUTE 32 Pa3JIUKUTE BO IIPUCTAIOT
JI0 JIPKABHUTE CIYKOM BO COLMjaJIM3MOT U BO IIOBO-
eHnoT mepuoj. CuTe WUHTEPBjYMPAHU >KEHU H3jaBHja
Jleka HUBHUOT KUBOT OWJI 110106ap BO COLIMjaIU3MOT,
ocobeHO Kora cTaHyBa 300p 3a IPHUCTAI |0 IP>KaBHUTE
cyx6u. Enna Pomka HE packaka 3a pa3oyapyBauKuTe
HCKyCTBAa CO JIOKQJIHUTE BJIAJIUHU WHCTUTYIIUH OTKAKO
ce Bpatuia ofi ['epmaHuja Ha KpajoT 0/ BOjHATA:

governmental institutions than had non-Romani women.
Although we did not ask the women why they went to
these institutions, levels of violence in addition to their
low socioeconomic status may have lead Romani women
to governmental institutions. Nearly half of the Romani
women we interviewed (46%) had been to the Center for
Social Work, where social welfare is distributed; only 12%
of non-Romani women had been to the Center. Twenty-
eight percent of Romani women had been to the police
as compared to only 9% of non-Romani women and 25%
of Romani women had had contact with the court system
whereas only 8% of non-Romani women had.®

It appears as though much of the contact that Romani
women had with governmental institutions was negative.
Approximately one third of the women stated they had
a negative experience with the Center for Social Work
(Ibid.). This may depend on whether the woman was
granted any kind of material assistance. The women who
expressed that they had completely positive experiences
most often mentioned that they “received something”
and those who had had negative experiences stated that
they “did not receive anything” (Ibid.). Nearly half of
the women (43%) who had contact with the police stat-
ed that their experience was negative (Medica Infoteka
2001, 32). They also expressed their dissatisfaction with
the police in regards to lack of material assistance.

We asked women about differences in access to state ser-
vices from socialism to the post-war period. All of the
women we interviewed explained that their lives were
better under socialism, especially in regards to access to
state services. Romana explained to us how her experi-
ences with local governmental institutions disappointed
her when she returned from Germany at the end of the
war:
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OTHI0B Kaj JIOKAJTHUTE BJACTHU U HUKO] HE cakalle Ja MH
romorHe. Tue 6u Tpebaso... 6apeM s1a ce 06uaaT 1a TOMOTHAT
KOJIKy IITO MOKaT. 3HaM Jieka 6eBMe BO BojHa. Jlomio e,
HaBHCcTHHA e Jiomo. Ho tue 6apem 61 Tpebaso HaBUCTHUHA
Jla ce obuaaT, 0cOOEHO OHHE YKACHHUTE, /Ia 3acTaHAT U Ja
peuar, ,Ej, MopaMe Ha oBuUe JIyTe 1a UM JjafieMe CMECTYBakbe.
He moskeme ma ru ocraBuMe Ha yauna.” HaBuctuHa HE
TpeTHpaa KaKo Ky4Hiba, KCTO KAKO /Ia CMe YJIMYHHU KyJHba.
[...] YkacHu ce.

MHory oji )xeHuTe PoMku nmaa ppycTpupadku UCKycC-
TBa, 3amTo lleHTapoT 3a comujasHa paboTa TM UMas
HCIIpAaTeHO 3a IIOMOII Kaj JIOKAJHUTe OpPraHu3aluy Ha
Pomure. Pomckure HBO He ru Tperupaar cute Pomu
enHakBo. Hekoram um nomaraart camo Ha Pomure kou
’KMBeaT BO HUBHUTE Tozpayja. Jlypu u kora 6u cakae,
poMmckute HBO Hemaar kamamureT Ja OJATOBOpaT Ha
norpebure Ha cute Pomu; HeMaaT pecypcu /a UM IIO-
MOTHAT Ha rojeMuoT 6poj PoMu KOM CeKOjaHEBHO ce
OopaTt 3a XpaHa, 3aCOJIHUIITE, 00pa30BaHUE, JIEKOBU U
HeKOTall U CO JIOMalIHO HacuicTBo. IloHaTamy, He e
BepOjaTHO JIeKa OBHE JKEHU UM ce oOpakaaT Ha OBHe UH-
CTUTYIIUH BO CJIy4aj Ha JIOMAIIIHO HACUJICTBO.

Cprckure pomcku akTuBUcTKU Bepa Kyptuk u CiaBu-
1ma Bacuk kakyBaaT Jeka PoMka Koja IpekuBeasia
cwiyBame (wim apyru ¢GOpMH Ha HACHJICTBO) PETKO
ke mobGapa IIOMOIN OJi BJIQJUHUTE areHINH, 3allTO
»CITy?KOEHUIITE BO HHCTUTYLIMUTE U caMara IIpoLeypa
ja oOBHHYyBaaT Hea 3a CHWIyBaWweToO... [W]HCTHUTYIIMUTE
KOU HyJIaT IIOMOIII ce Oesv, BpaboTeHH ce caMo eI,
caMo OeJiiy ce BKJIyYeHH BO IIPOIECOT HA JIOHECYBaHhe
OJUIyKH, PAcU3MOT € JI0CTa IPUCYTeH U Toa € IpuMap-
HaTa IpUYMrHa 3011T0 POMKUTE TONIPBO OU ce OTKaxkase,
OTKOJIKY Jia Tob6apaar oMol O/ HHCTUTYITUUTE (2002,
25). Hus paborata Ha Bukep (Vicker) mposejyBa Toa
YYBCTBO CIIpEMa /IP>KaBHUTE MHCTUTYLIIMU BO OJHOC HA
HAUYMHOT Ha KOj JIOKAIHWUTE BJIQJIUHU UHCTUTYLUU T'U

I went to the local government and no one wanted to help
me. They should... at least try to help as much as they can.
I know we were in a war situation. It’s bad, really bad. But
they should at least really try, especially those awful ones,
to stop and say, “Hey we have to give these people a place
to stay. We can’t turn them out on the streets.” They really
treated us like dogs, just like dogs on the streets. [...] They're
awful.

Many Romani women expressed frustration because the
Center for Social Work sent them to the local Romani
organizations for assistance. Romani NGOs do not treat
all Roma equally. Sometimes they only assist Roma who
live in their own areas. Even if they wanted to, Romani
NGOs do not have the capacity to alleviate the needs of all
Roma; they do not have the resources to assist the large
numbers of Roma who struggle daily with food, shelter,
education, medicine, and sometimes domestic violence.
Furthermore, it is unlikely that Romani women turn to
these institutions in the case of domestic violence.

Serbian Romani activists Vera Kurtic and Slavica Vasic
explain that a Romani woman who has survived rape
(or other forms of violence) will rarely ask governmental
agencies for assistance because “the institutional officials
and the procedure itself blame her for the rape...[T]he in-
stitutions that are there to provide assistance are white,
only white people are employed there, only white people
are involved in the decision making process, racism is
very much present and this is the primary reason that
Roma women would rather give up than seek assistance
from the institutions” (2002, 25). Vickers’ work echoes
this sentiment towards governmental institutions in re-
gards to the ways in which minority women are treated
by local governmental institutions: “Violence manifests
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TpeTHpaar >KeHHUTe OJT MaJIlIuHCTBaTa: ,HacuicTBoTo ce
MaHHdeCTHpA HA PA3IUYHU HAUWHU, CO PA3JINYHH CTe-
[IeHW Ha WHTEH3UTET, U ' IPEMHUHYBA TPAHHUIIUTE KAKO
KJIaca, paca 1 eTHoc. Mlako HacHJICTBOTO ce MaHU(ECTH-
pa BO JINYHUTE BPCKH, TOA UCTO TAKa € CTPYKTYPHUPAHO
1 BO YOBEUKHUTE MHCTUTYIUHU... Bo IMpakca, MHOTY sKeHH
MOpa Jla ce OpraHu3upaar 3a Jia ce 3allTUTAT cebecHu U
CBOHUTE CEMEjCTBA O] UCTUTE THE AP>KABHU MHCTUTYI[UH
Kou Ou TpebaJie Aa ru mtutaT HUB“ (2002, 238). Taa ro
eslabopupa oBa 00jacHyBajku JleKa MaprUHATU3UPAHUTE
’)KEHU Ce COOdyBaaT cO 0coOEeHO 3acTpalllyBadyka pea-
HOCT, 3aIlITO OZle/THAII UM Tpeba M cakaaT OJIECHYBaHe
0/l HaCHJICTBOTO IIITO IO TPIAT JIOMa, HO CE CBECHH 3a
pacHaTa JUCKpHMMMHAIIA]ja BO PAaMKHTE Ha BJIQJINHUTE
uHctutynuu (Ibid., 242).

Ynorarta Ha nokanHute pomcku HBO

Kora nounas /ia ja uctpakyBaMm cutyanujara Ha Pomure
Bo BocHa BO 1999 roji., OCTBapuB KOHTAKTU CO MHOTY
pomcku tuziepu. Ce cpeTHaB co JiokasiHuTe poMcku HBO
WJIN TIOCJIO00/THO OpraHU3UpaHuTe rpynu Ha Pomu BO
JIOKQJTHU acoryjanuu of 3eHura, Tyana, Kakam, Capa-
eBo u bjespbuHa. EnHa o mpBuTe Mou mmoceTu Oelire Ha Sa
E Roma (Hue cme Pomu) Bo Tyssa. OcHoBaHa BO 1996,
Taa e JIoKakaHo HajycnenrHa pomcka HBO Bo BocHa fe-
Hec.

Jleroro 1999 roa. ro 3amo3HaB Mexmenanuja, efeH O
aupepure Ha Sa E Roma, u yuite OCyM JAPYTH MaKU.
Mexmenanuja TO BOJEIIE COCTAHOKOT W HaOp3WHA
OHEBO3MOJKYBAllle /1a TOBOPU KOj OUJIO JIpYT OCBEH TOj
CaMHUOT, BKJIYUYUTEIHO U HETOBUOT CUH, KOj BOJIellle e/THa
poMcka MitainHCcKa rpymna. Toj ce kasieliie Ha CTpaHIIUTE
KOU Jioarajie BO HUBHUTE KaHIeJIapuu u 6apase nHdop-
Manuu, Ho He 00e30eyBasie mapy, UaKo jac yIITe Ipej,
MOETO Jloarame My 00jacHHUB 1O TesiedOH JeKa He CyM

in different ways, with different degrees of intensity, and
it cuts across boundaries such as class, race, and ethni-
city. Though violence manifests itself in interpersonal
relationships, it is also structured into human institu-
tions... In practice, many women must organize to pro-
tect themselves and their families against the very state
institutions that are supposed to protect them” (2002,
238). She elaborates by explaining that marginalized
women face an especially daunting reality because they
at once need and want relief from the violence they suf-
fer at home but they are aware of racialized discrimina-
tion within governmental institutions (Ibid., 242).

The Role of Local Romani NGOs

When I began to research the situation of Roma in Bos-
nia in 1999, I made contacts with many Romani leaders.
I met with local Romani NGOs or more loosely organized
groups of Roma in local associations from Zenica, Tuzla,
Kakanj, Sarajevo, and Bijeljina. One of the first visits I
made was to Sa E Roma (We are Roma) in Tuzla. Found-
ed in 1996, it is arguably the most successful Romani
NGO in Bosnia today.

In the summer of 1999, I met Mehmedalija, one of the
leaders of Sa E Roma, and eight other men. Mehme-
dalija led the meeting and swiftly prevented anyone but
himself from speaking, including his own son, who led
a Romani youth group. He complained about internatio-
nals that came to their offices for information but did
not provide money, even though I told him on the phone
before my arrival that I was not a donor; I was looking
for information. Despite this criticism, he arranged acco-
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JIOHATOP; jac camo 6apam mHpopmanuu. 1 nmokpaj kpu-
THUKAaTa, TOj MU 00e306€e/11 CMeCTyBakbe BO XOTeJI KOj Oerrie
BO COIICTBEHOCT Ha HEeroB npujares Pom 1 noMrHa MHO-
I'y BpeMe BO Pa3roBop co MeHe. Bo TeKOT Ha MPBOTO II0-
IJ1a71He, TToBeke 300pyBallle 32 CBOUTE JIMIHU, OTKOJIKY
3a nmpobaemure Ha Pomute BoommTo. HapegHoto yTpo,
ce cpeTHaB co Mexmenanuja u HAupa, cekperapkara
Ha Sa E Roma. OTkako ro ucnupMe kapeTo BO XOTEJIOT
BO KOJIITO IIPECTOjyBaB, OTU/IOBME BO JIOMOT Ha €JHa
Pomka, kase Tpu mocrapu >keHu ydea PoMku TuHe-
JUIepKH Kako /a LIWjaT Ha YeTUPH Pa3jIUYHU MAaIIuHU
3a mueme. Kpatko 36opyBas co Maaupa u co Pomkure.
WNupupa ja uspasu cBojaTa (pycrpaimyja BO BpcKa co
daxkroT neka e enuHCTBEHATa KeHa Pomka BpaboTeHa
BO OpraHmu3anujaTa, ¥ 3a JUCKpUMHHaIIjaTa co Koja ce
COOYyBa KaKo keHa PoMKka o7 cTpaHa Ha CBOUTe MAIlIKU
KOJIETH U 071 ocTaHaTuTe. MU Kaka Jieka caka Jja OCHO-
Ba CBOja opraHusaiyja u jac ja oxpabpus. Bo 2002 roz.
JI03HaB Jleka MHupa ocHOBaja CBOja OpraHusanyja, 3a
KOja ke 300pyBaM IO/I0JTy.

[ITaban Myjuk, npyruot nperceaatesn Ha Sa E Roma, Hu
ce IPUPY>KU BO IOMOT Ha PoMkara 3aefiHO co Herosarta
BHyKa. 30opyBaB co Illaban, Mexmenanuja u Muaupa
oxouty Tpu uaca. lllaban Gelie MOTUBOK U TOMAJIKY Bep-
6asHO arpecuBeH oy Mexmenanuja. OGjacHu Aeka ef-
HOCTaBHO CaKa HerOBUTe Jiella Jja MOsKaT Jjla ©Maat IpaBa
u MoxkHocTh. Caka 1a MozKaT Jja o7jaT Ha yYWIUIITe, 14
He OUJAaT AUCKPUMHUHUPAHU WIN HapekyBaHU ,llura-
HU“ 071 cTpaHa Ha npodecopuTe U octaHatute. V13pasu
(pycTpHUpaHOCT, JIyTUHA U Tara BO OJHOC Ha CTePeOTHU-
nuTe 32 Pomure (W11 BaJIkaHu, MP3€eJIUBH KDALY, HJIH
pPOMaHTUYHU, Oe3rpHKHI HOMaiH). Jac My ' 00jacHUB
ycayrute Ha Meayka U ce JOTOBOPHUBMeE Jia OJpP:KHUMe
COCTaHOK BO 3eHura. I'o 3amoynB, ako MoKe, Jia J10jAe
BO 3eHMIIA CO HEKOJIKY »KeHH, BKJIy4ynuTesHo u Muaupa.
ITo cpenbute BO Ty3s1a, pefOBHO KOHTAKTUPAB co VIHIH-

mmodation for me in a hotel owned by a fellow Roma and
spent a great deal of time speaking with me. For the first
afternoon, he spoke more of his personal problems than
those of Roma in general. The next morning, I met with
Mehmedalija and Indira, the secretary for Sa E Roma.
After we finished our coffee in the hotel in which I was
staying, we went to the home of a Romani woman where
three older women were teaching teenage Romani girls
how to sew at four different sewing machines. I spoke
briefly with Indira and the Romani women. Indira ex-
pressed frustrations to me about being the only Romani
woman employed at the organization and the discrimi-
nation she faced as a Romani woman from her male col-
leagues and others. She told me that she wanted to start
her own organization and I encouraged her. In 2002, I
learned that Indira had started her own organization,
which I will discuss below.

Saban Mujic, the other president of Sa E Roma, joined
us at the home of this Romani woman with his grand-
daughter. I spoke with Saban, Mehmedalija, and Indira
for about three hours. Saban was quieter and less ver-
bally aggressive than Mehmedalija. He explained that
he simply wanted his children to have the rights and
opportunities afforded to them. He wanted them to be
able to attend school, not to be discriminated against
or to be called “Cigan” (Gypsy) by teachers and others.
He expressed frustration, anger, and sadness regarding
the stereotypes of Roma (either dirty, lazy thieves, or ro-
mantic, worry-free travelers). I explained Medica’s ser-
vices and we agreed to have a meeting in Zenica. I asked
if he could come to Zenica with some women, including
Indira. After the meetings in Tuzla, I had regular con-
tact with Indira by telephone. I asked Indira if she would
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pa mpeky TesnedoH. Ja mparap gajiu Ke 710jAe U Taa MH
peue neka ,tue“ (Maxkute) ke omyaydese AeHta. Hapen-
HUOT JIeH CTUTHAa Makute 6e3 »KeHH, U ITOKPaj HaIIeTOo
Oapame.

Koopauuartopot Ha MHdoTeka, /lyiika, To Bojelle coc-
TaHOKOT. [10 IIpeTcTaByBamkeTO, IO 3aII0YHAB COCTAHOKOT
npamryBajku ro [llabaH mTo MUCIH 32 JUCKPUMUHAIIH-
jata Ha PoMuTe KOHKDPETHO II0 MpaIlamkeTo Ha ,paca“ u
TOj ja packajka cJieJITHaBa IIPUKA3Ha:

ITa, 3Haere meka mopaHo paboreB Bo ¢dabpuka u paboTeB
BO PYZHUKOT, U CYM €JIeH Of IIPBUTE IIeH3UOHUpaHu Pomu.
He mocroenie HUKakBa JUCKPUMUHAIIM]A, HAjBEPOjaTHO
3aIITO He 3Haeja 07 Koja HAIMOHATHOCT cyM. BeB BKIyYeH
BO IOJIUTHKA U OeB wieH Ha KoMyHUCTHUYKATa mapTHja U
HMMaB 3a I1eJ1 7ia ja mogobpam cuTyarjata Ha PomuTe 1 kora
OTKpHja JieKa ce uaeHTudukysam cebe cu kako Pom, He MU
BepyBaa. U 3amouHa AuckpuMuHaijara. Pekoa: ,Kako Toa
Pom 6u 6un Bo IlapiamentoT?“ Taka mTO HEKOU OOJIUIIN
JIMCKPUMUHAIIM]A CEMaK Ce [0jaByBaa MPETX0IHO.

Jlaau popmuilie Ha duckpumuHayuja ce ipomeHuja uau oc-
anaa uciuu?

Mucnam faeka eaHa ¢opMa Ha AMCKpUMUHAIIMja CIpeMa
Pomure cekoram mocTroesa, HO cera € IIPOIEHTYaJTHO
pammpena. Toa e mopagu eKOHOMHjaTa U TOJUTHYKATA
cuTyaldja BO 3eMjara, W IOPaAy BOAAYHTE KOU Ce Ha
Yyeyi0 Ha JIp)KaBaTa, a CTUTHaJe TaMmy OJarofjapeHue Ha
HAITMOHATUCTUYKY IPUYUHU.

ITpen 0BOj COCTAHOK, MHOTY OJ] MOUTE KOJIEIIKH BO Me-
nuka MudoTeka TBpaea Jeka TakBuTe (OPMH Ha JIHC-
KpUMHUHAIMja He 1mocToesie Bo bocHa, i 6apeM He Ha
spacHa“ ocHoBa. [llabaH HEe UMIIpeCHOHUPAIIIE CO JKeJI-
OaTa 7a TH BUAW CHUTE POMCKH JIella BO YUMJIHIITE, HO
HUTY €THAIIl He T CIIOMHA KeHUTE U JIEBOjKUTe POMKH.
Henocratokor Ha BHMMaHme Ha Sa E Roma cmpema

come and she said “they” (the men) would decide that
day. The following day three men arrived, no women, de-
spite our request.

The coordinator of Infoteka, Duska, led the meeting.
After introductions, I began the meeting by asking Sa-
ban what he thought about discrimination against Roma
specifically in regards to “race” and he told the following
story:

Well, you know that I used to work in a factory before and I
worked in the mine and I am one of the first Rom to retire.
Discrimination never appeared, most likely because they
didn’t know what nationality I was. I was involved in poli-
tics and I was in the communist party and I had the goal of
improving the situation of Roma and when they discovered
that I identify as Rom, they didn’t believe me. And the dis-
crimination started. They said, “What kind of Rom would be
in Parliament?” So some forms of discrimination did appear
before.

Have the forms of discrimination changed or have they
been the same?

I think that one form of discrimination has always existed
against Roma but now it has spread to a larger percent. That
is because of the economy, and because of the political situ-
ation in the country, and because of leaders, who head the
country, and they arrived there due to nationalist reasons.

Before this meeting, many of my colleagues at Medica
Infoteka had asserted that such forms of discrimination
did not exist in Bosnia, at least not on the basis of “race.”
Saban impressed us with his desire to see all Romani
children attend school, but he never mentioned Romani
women or girls. Sa E Roma’s lack of attention to Romani
women and Saban’s explanation of the racialization of
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»keHUTe U o0jacHyBameTo Ha [[laban 3a pacHaTa JUCKPU-
MUHAIMja Ha POMUTE 3HAYUTESTHO IO MOTTHKHA MOjOT
npoekT co Meauka udoreka (Buau Erickson 2003).

Kenute Bo Menuka MHoTEKa UM Jip;Kea HA MakKuTe
3a0p3aHU KypCEeBHU 3a IMOATOTOBKA HA IPEJJIOT-IIPOEK-
TH U OyIIeTH, OPTaHU3AIMCKH Pa3B0j U KOMyHUKAaIlHja
co nonatopure. Ce ¢okycupaa Ha nmorpebara ga bumar
CTPIUIMBU U YIIOPHU. 32 BpeMe Ha COCTAaHOKOT BO Hpo-
TeKa, ce jaBu Mexmenanuja Ja Kake JeKa TYKYIITO JI0-
3HAJI 32 COCTAHOKOT. belre ekcTpeMHo JIyT Jieka He OuI
U3BeCTeH HUTY KOHCYJITUPaH BO Bpcka co Toa. KoHKy-
peHInujaTa 3a QUHAHCUUTE U TUYHOTO U OPTAHU3ALFICKO
pu3HaHue Bo U moMerly pomckutre HBO u momupokoTo
OIIITECTBO, KAKO U BO paMKuTe Ha nomwupokata HBO
Mpe:Ka, II0TXpaHyBa BakBa Hecsora. Poautu-Poynanzc
(Roditi-Rowlands, 2002, 253) o6jacHyBa: ,,Cutyanujata
e TOoKpuTHYHa Mery oxpeaeHu pomcku HBO, kazne
HEKOW MOKHU IOEJUHITU Ce TTOKa)Kajle MHOTY BEIITH BO
cobupameTo GUHAHCUCKU CPECTBA, I0/IEKA OCTAHATUTE
He ycraeasie BO Toa... [K]oHKypeHIMjaTa 3a ¢pUHAHCUHN
MO2Ke /1a OuJie TOJIKY CHJIHA, IITO MOCJIEJUIATa € OHHE
OpraHu3allly KOU ce MelyHApOAHO NMPU3HATU U HPUHAH-
CHpaHM J1a OMJaT OCy/IeH! Ha 3aBUCT O] OCTaHATHTE.

JleroTro 2003 roj. moBTOpHO ro nocetus Illaban Bo Sa
E Roma. beliie equHCTBEHUOT AUPEKTOP; Mexmenanu-
ja ocHOBaJI comcCTBeHa opraHusamuja. Sa E Roma ce
Oerrle MpeMecTHJIa BO IIOroJieMa KaHIleJapyja U uMalie
Pomcku nentap Bo Kucesbak, Koj ce cocroerie of 6u0-
JINOTEKA U MPOCTOPUH 3a PAOOTHIHHIIA U IIPeIaBarba.
[lTaban My packaka 3a MMIIpECHBHaTa JIMCTa Ha aK-
TUBHOCTU: KYPCEBH 32 KOMIIJyTEPH, YaCOBHU OJ POMCKa
KyJaTypa (My3WKa, YMETHOCT, UCTOPHja), MPOrpaMu 3a
Jieria KO 0/1aT BO PEJOBHO YUYHJIHIITE, JIETHU KaMIIOBH,
MPETIIKOJICKY ITPOTPaMU, KyPCEBH 34 JKEHHU 110 TKaeHe,
meme, IJIETEE U Tanamyupame, IporpaMu 3a CTapu
JIira v gpyro.

Roma fostered my project with Medica Infoteka signifi-
cantly (see Erickson 2003).

Women at Medica Infoteka gave the men crash courses
on proposal and budget writing, organizational develop-
ment, and communicating with donors. They focused on
the need to be patient and persistent. During the meeting
at Infoteka, Mehmedalija called to say he had just found
out about the meeting. He was extremely angry that he
had not been informed or consulted about it. Competition
for funding, and personal and organizational recognition
within and between Romani NGOs and the wider society,
as well as within the broader NGO network fosters such
dissent. Roditi-Rowlands (2002, 253) explains, “The
situation is more critical among certain Romani NGOs,
where some powerful individuals have proved very skill-
ful in fundraising, while others have not...[Clompetition
for funds can be so intense that the result is that those
organizations that receive international recognition and
funds are doomed to be envied by others.”

In the summer of 2003, I revisited Saban at Sa E Roma.
He was the only director; Mehmedalija had started his
own organization. Sa E Roma had moved to a larger
office space and had a Romani center in Kiseljak that
housed a library and space for workshops and classes.
Saban explained an impressive list of activities: com-
puter courses, classes on Romani culture (music, art,
history), programs for children who attended regular
school, summer camps, preschool programs, courses for
women in weaving, sewing, knitting, and upholstering,
programs for the elderly, and more.

’II
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Bo 2003 roj., kora ro npamas [[labaH 3a mpeau3BHUIL-
HUTe BO OJIHOC Ha (PUHAHCUPAHKETO HA CUTE HETOBU IIPO-
rpaMH, TOj peue ,yKpaJoBMe HelTo of Bac.“ Co npyru
300pOBH, TOj HAy4YWJI HEIITO OJi Hamara cpenba BO
1999 roz. Bo 2003 rox., Illaban 3BydJele Kako KOOp-
JuHatopuTe Ha Menuka MHpoTeka KOU I'd 3all03HA BO
1999 roa. Kako u unenoBute Ha Menuka UHoTeKa,
I COBETYBAllle OCTAaHATUTE JIOKAJIHHU (IIPETEeKHO POM-
ckr) HBO u copaboryBamie co apyru HBO. Ymaru Ha
mpobJieMuTe Ha cOpabOTKA, KOHKYPEHIIHja U KOPYTIIHja
nomery poMckute u He-pomckute HBO u motpebara op
tprieHre. O6jacHU KOJIKy MHOTY PoMU moeiuHIM U Op-
raHu3aluy JOILIe Kaj Hero 3a COBET, HO MHOTY O] HUB
He caTmiie kKako A00po 1a T MeHarupaaT (pOHIOBUTE
u nporpamure. Peue, ,CakaMm Tve pOMCKH OpraHU3auu
MaJIKy a mopacHar. Ho, kora ke ru obujat nmapure, Po-
MHTe Mery cebe cu co3maBaar mpobsemu. CakaaT J1a CH
I'Yl IO/IeJIaT IapUTe, a He JIa BOJIaT MPOEKT.

[ITaban, ucro Taka, Oelle YJleH Ha MHOTYOPOjHH JIO-
KaJIHW, HAITMOHAJIHU ¥ MelYHApOJIHU COBeTH HAa Pomu 1
ydecTByBaJl Ha MHOTY KOH(epeHIuu. Paborelre Ha Ha-
MaJTyBam€ Ha CTallKaTa Ha IUCKpUMHUHAIMja Ha PomuTe
Bo BocHa, kako 1 Ha 3roJIeMyBame Ha CTalkaTa Ha Bpa-
6oTeHOCT, 00pa30BHUTE JOCTUTHYBamba, OpojoT Ha PoMu
KOH T0 300pyBaaT POMCKHOT ja3WK, 3HaemaTa 3a POM-
CKaTa UCTOPHja U KyJITYpHHUTEe OOMYau, U Ha MEHYBakbhe
Ha YcTaBoT Ha BocHa, 3a TOj moBeKe /1a rv BKJIy4dyBa 60-
CaHCKUTE Ma/IIIUHCTBA, 0cobeno Pomure. Ce HazmeBale
Jleka mmoBeke Pomu ke OujaT BKJIyUeHH BO BjacTa Ha
JIOKAJTHO, PETHOHATHO W HAaIlMOHATHO HUBO. [1laban Mu
Kajka JieKa OKOJIy 15.000 Pomu ’kuBeaT BO KaHTOHOT
Tysna u o1 HUB, caMo 15 PoMu nMaaT pe/foBHO BpaboTy-
Bame. Criopey [11abaH, HEBJIAMHUOT CEKTOP MPOIEHHIT
neka Bo BocHa kuBear 75.000-80.000 Pomu, HO TOj
BepyBallle JleKa T UMa MHOTY IoBeKe.”

In 2003, when I asked Saban about funding challenges
for all of his programs, he stated, “we stole something
from you.” In other words, he learned something from
our meeting in 1999. In 2003, Saban sounded much
like the coordinators of Medica Infoteka whom he met
in 1999. Like members of Medica Infoteka, he provided
advice to other local (mostly Romani) NGOs and worked
with other NGOs. He addressed the issue of cooperation,
competition and corruption among Romani and non-
Romani NGOs and the need for patience. He explained
how many Romani individuals and organizations came
to him for advice, but many did not understand how
to manage the funds or the programs well. He said, “I
want those Romani organizations to grow a little. But
when they get money, Roma create their own problems
amongst themselves. They want to divide the money up,
but not to lead a project.”

Saban was also a member of numerous local, national,
and international Romani councils and had attended
many conferences. He worked on decreasing discrimi-
nation against Roma in Bosnia as well as increasing
employment rates, educational attainment, the number
of Roma who speak the Romani language, knowledge
about Romani history and cultural practices, and chang-
ing the Bosnian constitution to be more inclusive of Bos-
nian minorities, especially Roma. He hoped that more
Roma would be represented in government at the local,
regional, and national levels. Saban told me that there
were about 15,000 Roma living in the Tuzla canton and
of these, only 15 Roma had formal jobs. According to Sa-
ban, the nongovernmental sector estimated that there
were about 75,000-80,000 Roma living in Bosnia, but
he believed there were many more.”
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ITo npubIMKHO JIeBET Mecenu cpeabu co Pomu siuaepu
mupyM BocHa 6asuyHO HMCTpaXKyBambe, CO KOJIEIIKUTE
peruBMe /a ce pokycupame Ha POMKHUTE BO KAHTOHOT
3enwuriia-J[060j. JIeToTo 1999 ro/., jac CTalluB BO KOHTAKT
co Acorjanujata Ha Pomute Bo 3eHHIa, 3a 1a UM T'O
[IpeJIoKaM HaIlETO UCTPaKyBarbe. FIM ' crioMeHaBMe
HAIIIUTE CPeAbU CO OCTAaHATHUTE POMCKH JIMIEPH, TOCTIe
Kou JuzepuTe ox 3eHuria U Kakamk r'u HaBezoa CUTE
po6JIEMH IITO I'H ©MAart co Apyrute PoMu v mpuurHUTE
301IITO HA OHKE 0/1 3€HUIIA [TOBEKEe UM € IIOTPeOHA [TOMOIII.
AnTujacu JyBan-/lejuc (Anthias and Yuval-Davis, 1992)
objacHyBaar aeka poaeka HBO cekTopot Moske fia 06e3-
Oe/l1 IPOCTOP 3a MHAKY 3aMOJTYEHUTE TJIACOBH, ITOCTOU
IIIMPOKA TaJIeTa MOCIeIUIN KaKO IITO CE BUCOKHOT CTe-
[IeH Ha Kopymiyja Ha puHaHCHpameTo 1 6opbaTa 3a aB-
TOPUTET BO PaMKHUTE Ha PasjMYHH rpynu. Kora HeKou
Pomu ke Hajzar jiyfe MOATOTBEHH JIa COCIIYIIIAAT, A I0-
MOTHAT WJIH JIa TO/IpKaT, MOKeOH HeMa Jla cakaaT Jia
'l CIIO/IETyBaaT CO OCTAHATUTE POMCKH 3a€{HUIIH.

[TounyBajku mmosiexa u HexxHO, CMaMI IO 3aII0YHA COCTa-
HOKOT CO OIUIIYBaFhe Ha TeIKOTUNTe Ha PomuTe Bo 3e-
Huna u Kakam, Kako IITO ce HeZIOCTUTOT Ha MEAUITMHCKA
IIOMOIII IIOPAJIY HEJIOCTATOK HA ITAPU WU HEJOCTAITHOCT
Ha CJIy>KOUTe; BO3PACHU IOEANHIIN KOU ce HE0OOpa30BaH!
Y HENFICMEHU; JIOIIO U3rPaJIeH: IOMOBY; HeacdaTupa-
HU, KQJUTIBY [TATUINTA, KOU 3aMUHYBabETO U JI0arambeTo
T'H IIpaBaT CKOPO HEBO3MOXKHHU 32 BpEMe Ha CTY/IEHUTE,
JIO’KJUJIUBU MeCeIH; HEJIOCTUT O] YUWJIHIIEH Ipubop,
obJieka, XxpaHa, mapy 3a YIIKUC 1 OCHOBHA YYIUTHIITHA [1ap-
THULUIIAIM]a; U Jiel[a KOU BOOIIIITO HE OaT BO YUFJTHIIITE.
Honeka 36opyBarlie 3a IpobJIeMHUTe U Pa3JIUKUTE Mery
Pomure, Cmant ofeiHamn nmoyHa Jia miave. ITouna kora
MoJienie o7 Hac GapeM e/lHa MalIMHA 32 MHIIYBAIbe,
3aIIITO CUTE U3BEIITAaN MOpaJle Jja T'Y MMUIIyBaaT Ha paKa,
,IITO € HelTpodeCHOHATHO 32 KaKBa OWJIO OpraHU3aIiu-
ja.“ Hu o6jacHU KOJIKY € TEIIKO CeKoralll /la MOpall Ja

After about nine months of meetings with Romani lea-
ders all over Bosnia and general background research,
my colleagues and I decided to focus on Romani women
in Zenica-Doboj canton. In the summer 0f1999, I con-
tacted the Roma Association in Zenica to propose our
research. We mentioned our meeting with other Romani
leaders after which the Zenica and Kakanj leaders listed
all of the problems with other Roma and why those in
Zenica needed more assistance. Anthias and Yuval-Davis
(1992) explain that while the NGO sector can provide a
space for otherwise silenced voices, there are wide-rang-
ing consequences such as the high levels of corruption
for funding and struggle for authority within the various
groups. When some Roma find people ready to listen,
help, or support them, they may not be willing to share
that with other Romani communities.

Beginning slowly and softly, Smail began the meeting by
describing difficulties for Roma in Zenica and Kakanj,
such aslack of medical care due tolack of money or availa-
bility of services; adults who were uneducated and illit-
erate; poorly built homes; unpaved, muddy roads, which
made coming and leaving nearly impossible during cold,
wet months; lack of school supplies, clothing, food, reg-
istration and basic fees for school; and children not att-
ending school at all. While speaking about problems and
differences among Roma, Smail suddenly began to cry.
It began as he begged for at least a typewriter from us
because they had to write out all of their reports by hand,
“which is not professional for any kind of organization.”
He explained the difficulties of always having to ask for
things, how much he would love to say that Medica In-
foteka received “this or that” from the Roma Association
but that was impossible.® He spoke about the situation

:
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MOJIMII 332 HEOIXOAHH PabOTH, KOJIKY MHOTY OM cakas
na kake jieka Menuka MHdoTeka mo6wa ,,roa 1 Toa“ o
Aconujanujara Ha PomuTe, HO /1eKa Toa € HEBO3MOKHO.?
306o0pyBallle 3a cUTyallfjaTa Ha HETOBUTE COPAOOTHUIIH,
KOU CeJlea CO HaC Ha MacaTa, 3a HUBHUTE MPETXOJHHU
BpabOTyBama, HUBHUTE JIENA, 32 TOA KOJIKY MHOTY HU3TY-
Ovte wiu HUKOTaI HeMmasie. Heropure cosi3u 6ea BUCTHH-
CKU, MaKO MPUJIMYHO U TIpeTepyBaiie (BO eleH MOMEHT,
KODHCTEJKU KyTHja ITUrapyu HaMmecTo TejieoH, 3a Ja ro
WJIYCTPHUPA PA3rOBOPOT MTOMElY HETO U OIMIITHHATA WJIH
JIPYTH BJIAINHU OpraHusaiuu). YOBEKOT IITO Cefiellle
Ha MojaTa JieBa CTpaHa MCTO TaKa MOYHA Jja IIadye, HO
He JI03BOJI COJI3UTE JIa My ITOTE€YAT U CEZelle CTYIITEH
ylIIITe TPUOJIMIKHO MOJIOBUHA Yac OTKako CMawusi mpec-
TaHa Jja I1aye. BrpeH4yeHo rie/aiie HU3 MPO30PENoT U
HErOBUTE TEMHO-KadeHU 04U M3IJIe[[aa KaKo Jla ce Ha
cocema JIpyro MecTo.

ITopmonna, Iymika ru onuiia yeiayrure Ha Meayka Bo Jie-
TaJIH, CTaBajKku aKIeHT Ha paboTaTa co *KeHH u Jena. ['u
OHYAM yeayrute Ha Menuka Ha POMKUTE 1 jaCHO CTaBU
Ha 3Haeme Jieka Menuka He e fonatop. O6jacHu /ieka
3a CHUTE PEUrCH CEeyM TOJUHU OTKOTa ImocTou Me/uKa,
JKEHUTE U Jleriata POMU He T KOPHUCTAT HEj3BUHUTE yC-
JIyTH, U JIeKa Taa He 3Hae 30IIITO € Toa Taka. Pede jeka
3a MPBIIAT BO CBOjaTa HCTOpHja, Meauka ke IeJiM Ha
KOHKpETHa Hal[MOHaJHA Tpymna. Meauka cekorail '
npudakasa xkeHuTe 0e3 Oryie[l Ha HUBHATa PeJIUTHja
WM HAIIMOHAIHOCT, HO Ouziejku PoMKHTE He TH KOpH-
CTaT Hej3UHUTE ycayru, Meauka 6u ce okycupaia Ha
taa rpymna. [ToToa, /[y1ka ro onuiia HCTPasKyBambeTo Koe
cakaMme Jia ro CIIPOBeZIEME CO JKeHUTe U ieria Pomu, Kako u
HAIIIMIOT UHTEPEC 32 PACIPOCTPAHETOCTA HA IOMAIITHOTO
HacwicTBo. CMany Beke HU 00jacHH M MOCOYH KOU Of
HETOBUTE KOJIETH PEIOBHO CH T'M Temaart kenure. Toj u
HETOBUTE KOJIETH HE CMEeTaa /ieKa TEMabeTO Ha JKEHUTE €
,HEHOPMaJIHO" WJIN HE0I00HO0; BOOIIIIITO HE Ce cpaMea

of his peers, who were sitting with us at the table, about
their former jobs, their children, and how much they had
lost or never had. His tears were real although he exag-
gerated quite a bit (at one point, using the cigarette box
as a telephone to illustrate a conversation between him-
self and the municipality or other governmental organi-
zations). The man to my left also began to cry, but he did
not allow his tears to leave his eyes and sat in somber
state for about a half hour after Smail stopped crying. He
stared out the window and his dark brown eyes seemed
to be in another place entirely.

Later, Duska described Medica’s services in detail,
stressing its work with women and children. She offered
Medica’s services to Romani women and children and
specified clearly that Medica was not a donor. She ex-
plained that while Medica had existed for almost seven
years, Romani women and children had not been using
its services and she did not know why. She said that for
the first time in Medica’s history, it would target a spe-
cific national group. Medica had always accepted women
without regard to their religion or nationality, but since
Romani women were not using its services, Medica
would focus on this group. Then Duska described the
research we wanted to conduct with Romani women
and children, including our interest in the prevalence
of domestic violence. Smail had already explained and
pointed out which of his colleagues beat their wives on a
regular basis. He and his male colleagues explained that
they did not consider beating their wives “abnormal” or
inappropriate: they were in no way ashamed to admit,
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Jla TpU3HaaT, ,TU TelaMme HamuTe »eHW.“ Jlymka ro
rMariie BuieHo CMamI Kako ja yAupa *KeHa CU Ha YIUIa.
I'o o6jacHUBME HCTPaXKyBaheTO, ITpalIamkhaTa MTo Ke '
IIOCTaByBaMe 32 POJIOT, UJIEHTUTETOT ¥ MacOBHOCTAa Ha
JIOManIHoTO HacwicTBo. Ha mouerokor, Cmami rpy6o
u3jaBy, ,aKo cTe UHTepBjyupasie enHa Pomka, cre ru uH-
TepBjyrpase cure. be3 paszimka ganay KuBeaT Ha YU,
BO KoJnba, BO Kyka WU CTaH, CUTE T'M MUMaaT UCTUTE
npobsemu.“ Mero kKako mTo MHOTY He-Pomu ru crepeo-
TUIU3UPAAT ¥ XOMOTeHu3upaaT Pomure, Taka u MaXkure
Pomu MorkaT /1a ru eceHIMjaTu31upaar, XOMOreHU3upaaT
U /1a TH JUCKPUMUHHUPAaT POMKITE HA pa3IMyHu HAYU-
Hu. OBa He 3Ha4u Jieka PoMKuTe HEMaaT MOK WJIH JieKa
He Ce CIIPOTHCTaByBaaT Ha JWCKpUMHHanujata (BUAHU
Erickson 2004 3a moBeke jieTany OKOJy HAaYWHHUTE HA
kou PoMKuHTe ce cripoTHCcTaByBaaT HA HACUJICTBOTO U HA
JMCKpUMUHANMjaTa).

IIo egen mecen, CmMana oAp:ka yIITe €/IEH COCTAHOK.
[IpucyrHu 6ea wieHoBu Ha Menuka, yiure ase HBO o
3enuna, 1 Pomu u Pomku on 3ennna u ox Kakam. I1o
CUTe OpPTraHU3alHUCKH Oo0jacHyBama U BOBEIH, CAaKaBMe
Jla TH CJIyIITHEME JIBaeceT U HEKOJIKyTe POMKHU KOMIIITO
6ea momure. JKenute objacHUja JeKa JAUCKPUMHHAIU-
jata cnpemMa HUB mocTtou 3aTtoa mro ce Pomu. Egna
’KeHa uMaille 18-To/UIlleH CUH, KOj CJIy»Kellle BOjcKa BO
Topasn. HeroBuoT KOMaHAAHT IO yIPWI, HAapeKyBajKu
ro ,Jluran“. Taa umaiiie yuire ocyM Aena, o KOu HUTY
e/IHO He 0/les10 BO yumniinte. Hukoram He mpocesie 3a
XpaHa, HUTY IaK jaziesie oJ] KOHTejHepu. MakoT i1 pabo-
TeJ U THe IpeKUByBajle CO HeropaTa MHU3epHA IJjaTa.
I'u Tenas genara. Hekoj ja mpara gaau 61 uMasia yiire
Jlella BO UTHUHA, Taa peve JIeKa ,,cpIeTo 60, HO ,, TyKa

13

CyM.

Jlpyra ’keHa Kaka JieKa uMajia TPH Jiella U HU 00jacHU
JleKa jazesie ox rybpe 3aToa IITO Mopase, 0COOeHO 3a

“we hit our women.” Duska had seen Smail kick his wife
down the street. We explained the research, questions
we would ask about gender, identity, and prevalence of
domestic violence. At first, Smail stated bluntly, “if you
interview one Romani woman, you’ve interviewed them
all. Whether they live on the street, in a shack, in a house
or an apartment, they encounter the same problems.”
Just as many non-Roma stereotype and homogenize
Roma, Romani men may essentialize, homogenize, and
discriminate against Romani women in various ways.
This does not mean that Romani women do not have
power or that they do not resist discrimination (see Erick-
son 2004 for more attention to the ways in which Ro-
mani women resist violence and discrimination).

A month later, Smail opened another meeting. Present
were members of Medica, two other local NGOs in Ze-
nica, and Romani men and women from Zenica and
Kakanj. After all of the organizational explanations and
introductions, we asked to hear from the twenty some
Romani women who had come. The women explained
that discrimination existed against them because they
are Roma. One woman had an 18-year-old son, who was
in the army in Gorazda. His commanding officer had hit
him, calling him a “Gypsy”. She had eight other children,
none of whom attended school. They had never begged
for food nor eaten from the garbage. Her husband worked
and they survived on his meager salary. He beat the chil-
dren. Someone asked her whether she would have more
children in the future, she said her “heart hurts,” but “I
am here.”

Another woman had three children and she explained
that they ate from the garbage because they had to, espe-

’II



Jennifer Erickson Roma in Bosnia-Herzegovina: A Gendered Gaze at the Politics of Roma, (I)NGOs, and the State

BpeMe Ha BojHaTa. Cakaiile /1a j1ojaeme Bo Kakam /1a Bu-
JIMe KaKo KMBeaT, KAKO MOpaaT ia HocaT YU3MHU 34 /1A ce
JIBIKAT HU3 KaJUIMBaTa poMcKka Hacesnba. Hemaar Bozjo-
BOJl, MO>KHOCTH 3a II0CEeTyBambe YUUJIUIITEe, MEAUIINHCKA
IIOMOIII, HUTY collijasiHa oMol Huty ezjHa oz »keHUTE
Ha COCTAHOKOT He M IIpakaJja JieraTa Ha YIUIUIITeE 3a-
TOa IITO HUTY €/lHa HeMa Ilapu 3a Toa. Tue HCTO Taka
MMaaT U 37paBCTBEHU IPOOIEMH OPay HEAOCTATOKOT
0/l TIapy 3a OOJIHMYKU IIPECTOj U JIEKAPCTBA, ,AyPH U 32
acniupuH“. MHory o Pomute kou ru 3amno3HaB Bo boc-
Ha HarviacHja KoJIKy e Ba>)KHO He-Pomure fja OTHAAT ,Ha
TepeH,“ 0c0OeHO BO POMCKUTE HaceJIOH, 3a 01 IPBa paka
Jla T BUJIAT yCJIOBUTe BO Kou »kuBeaT Pomure. Enna
’)KeHa MU Kaka JleKa MO»KaM Jla HallMIlIaM KHUTa caMo
3a egHa Pomka on Bocha, mTo e ocobeH KOHTpacT Ha
TBpZleleTo Ha CMan Jieka cexoja Iprka3Ha Ha Pomcka
’)KeHa e KaKo U CUTe JPyTHy.

W3srnenamne Jieka jKEHUTE HAa COCTAHOKOT T'O 0100pYy-
BaaT HAIIIETO UCTPAKyBamhe€ U JieKa ce BO30YJeHH IIO-
pazau Hero. 3a BO3BpaT Ha HaIaTa IIOMOII BO pa3BOjOT
Ha HEBJIQJINHUTE OPraHU3ali U HUBHOTO IOBPEMEHO
KOpHCTEe Ha HamuTe (GaKkCOBU U KOMIIjyTEPH, 3a€THO
CO MeJMITMHCKATa, IICUXO-COlMjaJlHaTa M 0Opa3oBHA
nomoIn Ha Meauka 3a xeHUTe U Jenara, Cmaua peude
Jieka Ke HU IIOMOT'HE JIa CTaIllMe BO KOHTAKT co PoMKuTe.
OBoj pa3roBop HH pa3jacHH Jieka MopaMe Jia paboTHMe
co Pomute, 3a ;a paborume co Pomkwure. Mcro Taka,
ce yBepHBMeE JieKa MPOOJIEMHUTE CO KOHW C€ COOYyBaaT
PoMKuTE ce MHOTY ITOBeKe HArjlaCEeHH OTKOJIKY IITO
BEpPYBaBMe IIPBUYHO, BO OJTHOC Ha HEMPHUCTAIIHOCTA J0
CJIy?KOUTE BO MOITUPOKOTO OMINTECTBO. Ha ;joManrHoTo
HACWJICTBO MOYHABMe Jla IJle/laMe KaKo Ha MPaBWJIo, a
He KaKO Ha HCKJIYYOK, 3aeIHO CO HEJOCTAaTOK Ha o0pa-
30BaHKe, 3/IpPABCTBEHA 3allITUTa U IIOCTOjaHO BpabOTYy-
Bame. Ce UBHEHAAWBME O7] TOA KOJIKY PoMU HU J103BOJIU-
ja na 36opyBaMe cO HUBHHTE »K€HH, HaKO Ce COOYUBME U
co MaJt 6poj cyrydau Kajie IITo He HU Oellle JJ03BOJIEHO J1a

cially during the war. She wanted us to come to Kakanj to
see how they lived, how they had to wear boots in order
to get through the muddy Romani settlement. There was
no indoor plumbing, no opportunities to attend school,
no medical help, or social support. None of the women
at the meeting sent their children to school because they
did not have money. They also had health problems due
to lack of money for hospital stays and medicine, “even
aspirin.” Many of the Roma I met in Bosnia stressed
the importance of non-Roma going “into the field,” es-
pecially to Romani settlements, to see first hand under
what conditions Roma were living. One woman told me
I could write a book on just one Romani woman in Bos-
nia, a remarkable contrast to Smail’s assertion that one
Romani woman’s story was like all the rest.

The women at this meeting appeared to be in favor of and
excited about our proposed research. In return for our
assistance on NGO development and their occasional use
of our fax or computers in addition to Medica’s medical,
psycho-social, and educational assistance for Romani
women and children, Smail said that he would provide
assistance in accessing Romani women. This conversa-
tion made it clear that we had to work with Romani men
in order to work with Romani women. We also believed
that the problems Romani women faced were more pro-
nounced than we had originally believed in terms of lack
of access to services in the wider society. We began to see
domestic violence as the rule rather than the exception,
in addition to lack of education, health care, and steady
employment. We were surprised to find how many Ro-
mani men allowed us to speak with their wives, although
we encountered a small number of cases in which we
were either not allowed to speak with a woman or a man
interrupted our interview and refused to let us continue
speaking with their wives.




Identities ) Journal for Politics, Gender, and Culture, Vol. 4, No. 1/2, Summer/Winter 2005

300pyBaMe CO jKeHaTa, WIH IaK Ma)koT Jia TO MPeKUHe
MHTEPBjYTO U Jla He HU JO3BOJIM Jia TIPOJOJDKUME J1a
pasroBapaMe co JKeHara.

HamuoT oHOC O POMCKHUTE JIMIEPU Ce IOKaXka KaKo
npenu3BukK. Jlo3HaBme geka CMawI e efleH o7 JiBajiaTa
npeTcezaTesy Ha Aconjanyjata Ha 3enuna. Habpso ro
cpetHaBMe Mexo, k0j yecto foaramie Bo Menuka aa mo-
Gapa ITOMOIII BO BpcKa co MoBeke paboTH, U KOj MHOTY HHU
IIOMOTHA BO KOHTaKTHpamweTo co Pomkure. IlounaBme
noBeke ga paborume co Mexo, otkosky co Cmami. Kora
ro 3alI0YHaBMe IpoekToT 32 Pomute, Cmart u Mexo Gea
Ko-IIpeTceziaTesy Ha Aconmjanujara Ha Pomure Bo 3e-
Huna. Kako u maxure Bo Tysna, Tve ce pazzenuja u 10
2003 CeK0j CH UMallle CBOja OpraHu3anuja.

WNako Ha pasznmyHu HayuHH, U Mexo m Cmawmn ce
HBO opranmzaropu. M mokpaj MCKPEHHOT HHTEPEC
Jla ce momobpu curyanujata Ha Pomure Bo 3eHHUIA,
MOIIUPOKUTE IMOJTUTUIKI U EKOHOMCKU IIPEJU3BUIIH CO
KOU Ce COOUyBaa KaKo [TOeIMHITY U IPUIIATHUIY Ha YHA-
3a/leHa, PACHO JVMCKPUMHUHUPAHA 3a€/IHUIA, BJIMjaeja Ha
HUB U Ha nojuTrkaTta Ha HuBHUTe HBO n1a ru mosto6pat
JINYHUTE areHJu U eKOHOMCKaTa curyamnuja. BepOuep
(Werbner) o6jacHyBa, ,,...IPeIU3BUKOT HA MAJIITUHCKUTE
AKTUBUCTH U aHTU-PACHUCTU € UCTO TaKa... IPEU3BUKOT
Jla ce U3Ma3HAT BHATPEIIHUTE PA3JIUKU - HA yTBPyBabhe
cojysu u opMmysupame areHAu KOW ja HaJMUHYyBaaT
pasopHara nosuTuka Ha uneHtureror  (Werbner 1997,
265). OBa ce MOKaXKyBa KaKo 0COOeH ITPeN3BUK 32 POM-
ckuTe Juzepu Bo BocHa mopanu josrara ueropuja Ha
€KOHOMCKA, pacHa, KjacHa (1 po/ioBa) JUCKPUMUHAIU-
ja. ITpeoBnagyBa KopymnIijaTa ¥ KOHKypeHIIHjaTa Mery
POMCKUTE JIUJIEPH.

3a BpeMe Ha KBAaHTUTATUBHOTO HCTPaKyBame Ha Pom-
KHUTe, T'H IIpalllaBMe 3a HUCKyCcTBaTa €O JIOKajsHaTa Aco-
nujanuja Ha Pomure. Ckopo cekoja BTopa keHa (43%)

Our relationship with the Romani leaders proved to be
challenging. We learned that Smail was one of two presi-
dents of the Zenica Association. Soon we met Meho, who
frequently came to Medica to ask for our assistance with
various matters and also greatly assisted us in contacting
Romani women. We began to work more closely with
Meho than with Smail. When we began the Roma pro-
ject, Smail and Meho were co-presidents of the Zenica
Roma Association. Like the men in Tuzla, they separated
and by 2003, they had their own organizations.

Although in different ways, Meho and Smail are both
NGO entrepreneurs. Despite their genuine concern to
improve the situation for Roma in Zenica, the wider
political and economic challenges which they faced as
individuals and members of a disadvantaged racialized
community influenced them and their NGO policies in
ways that served to better their own personal agendas
and economic situation. Werbner explains, “...the chal-
lenge for minority activists and anti-racists is also... one
of negotiating internal differences — of consolidating alli-
ances and formulating agendas beyond divisive identity
politics” (Werbner 1997, 265). This proves especially
challenging for Romani leaders in Bosnia due to a long
history of economic, racialized, classist (and gendered)
discrimination. Corruption and competition among Ro-
mani leaders is prevalent.

During our quantitative survey with Romani women, we
asked them about their experiences with the local Roma
Association. Nearly every other woman (43%) had con-
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“Majia KOHTakKT co Aconujanujata. O HUB, ITOJOBHHA
M3jaBHja JIeKa UMaJie I[eJIOCHO HEraTHBHO KCKYCTBO.
be3bpoj keHUM KOW TH WHTEPBjyHpPABMeE Ce IOXKajuja
JleKa JIOKQJIHUTE POMCKH JIJIEPH CaMO ,,CH Ce TPHIKAT 3a
ceoute“. EqHO cemejcTBO MU Kaka Jieka Acoldjanujara
r'" Tepasia PoMuTe 7ja TM IJIaTaT MaKeTUTE CO XyMaHH-
TapHa IMOMOII KOW TY AUCTpUOyHpasa, Hako MHOTY pa-
6oty OmIe OecIUIaTHO eIeHd Ha PoMUTE KOU sK1BeaT BO
HICTHUTE JIEJIOBH OJ TPAJIOT CO JIUJIEPUTE.

Honexa pomcknor HBO cexTop HampaBu M3BOHpPEJIEH,
MaKo MOkeOH HEeIoCTOjaH, HaIPeIoK 32 JIa O/IT0OBOPH Ha
oTpeOuTe Ha MHOTY JIOKAJTHU POMHU, U UM TU COOIIITH
CBOUTE TPIKU (€HOIJIACHO WJIU He) Ha peJIeBAaHTHUTE
BJIaUHU CTyk0eHuny, Pomkure 6ea Ha rojleMo nU30cTa-
BEHHU O7] OBHE JHCKypcH. IIoBeKeTO pPOMCKU JIUJIEPHU TO-
BOpAT 3a norpebara oz moBeke u 1o106po 06pa3oBaHUE;
PeTKO Tl CIIOMeHyBaaT POMCKUTE JIEBOJUUIba BO JIUCKY-
cujata. Hekou maxu PomMu HaBUCTHMHA COUYyBCTBYBaaT
co Jiomata cocroj6a Ha PoMkuTe, HO MaJIKy ymeaT Ja
ce cupaBar co mpobsiemute. Ha mpumep, Mexmen u
Axwmen Cyspuk ce Opaka Kou cebe CH ce cMeTaaT 32 UHTe-
JIeKTyaIl, U Kou Bojar efHa pomcka HBO koja ja
HCcTpakyBa cutyanujara Ha Pomure. Bo 2003 roa., ro
npamaB MexMet 1aiu BepyBa fieka MpobieMUTe O KON
ce coouyBaaT PoMKuTe ce UCTH WM ce Pa3jIUKyBaaT Of
oHue Ha MaxkuTe Pomu. Toj Mmu ob6jacHu:

Ce e Toa MOBp3aHO CO IIUBUJIM3AIMjaTa; MOpaM Jia MpU3-
HaaMm. bupgejku PomuTe ce BO HAjHHCKHOT e€IIaJIOH Ha
IUBUIU3ALKjaTa, €O JPYyrd 300DOBH, HajCHPOMAIIHHTE,
HajHeoOpa3oBaHUTE, OU PEKOJI ZIEKa BO 00JIaCTUTE BO KOUIIITO
’kuBeaT POMUTe BJ1aJiee CTAapOMO/IHO, apXandyHo cakame 3a
JKMBOTOT — & TOA € IIaTPUjapXaIHO BOCIIUTYBAE, IIITO 3HAYU
JleKa )KEHHTE Ce BO IIOMHAKBA ITO3UIMja U THE HOCAT IOBeke
0]l TOBApOT, MOBeKe OTKOJIKY Makute. Tue, BCYIIHOCT, ce
IJIaBaTa Ha CEMEjCTBOTO, THE CE OHHE IOOATOBOPHUTE; OF
HUB 3aBUCH JIAJIN CEME]CTBOTO Ke IpeKuBee.

tact with the Association. Of these, half stated that they
had a completely negative experience. Countless women
we interviewed complained that local Romani leaders
only “watch out for their own.” One family told me that
the Association made Roma pay for the humanitarian
aid packages that they were distributing, although they
gave many things away free to those Roma living in the
same areas of the city as the leaders.

While the Romani NGO sector has made remarkable, if
not inconsistent, strides to address the needs of many
local Roma and have voiced their concerns (uniformly
or not) to relevant governmental officials, Romani wo-
men have been largely left out of these discourses. Most
Romani leaders address the need for more and better
education; they rarely mention Romani girls in the dis-
cussion. Some Romani men are truly sympathetic to the
plight of Romani women but they have little knowledge
of how to address the issues. For example, Mehmed and
Ahmet Suljic are brothers, who identify themselves as
intellectuals, and run a Romani NGO that researches the
situation of Roma. In 2003, I asked Mehmed whether
he believed that the problems that Romani women face
were similar or different to those of men. He explained,

It is all related to civilization; I have to admit that. Since
Roma are in the lowest echelon of civilization, in other
words, the poorest, the most uneducated, I would say in the
areas where Roma live, an old-fashioned, archaic way of un-
derstanding life rules — that is patriarchal upbringing, which
means women are in some other position, and women carry
more than their share, more than men. They are actually the
main person in the family, they are the more responsible
ones; it is up to them whether the family will survive.
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MexMe]1 HE TH OJ[BOjyBallle POJIOBUTE O] OCTAaHATHTE
mpamiama. Ha mpumep, TBpelle Jieka pojoBaTa efl-
HAKBOCT € IoBp3aHa co obpa3oBaHueTo. VcTo Taka, MU
Ka’ka JieKa MelyHapo/HaTa 3aeIHUIIA UTPa Ba’KHA yJiora
BO JIOHECYBAHETO HA ,MBHIKN3aIijaTa“ Bo bocHa, oco-
6eHo kaj Pomure, 3a 1mTo ke 300pyBaM IO/IOJTY.

Hcro Taka, ro mpamas I1la6an ox Sa E Roma nanu cmera
JIEKa )KEHUTE e COOUyBaaT Co IOMHAKBU IIPEU3BUIIU O]
Maskute. Bo 1999 roj1., Ha cocTaHOKOT moMery Sa e Roma
u Menuka NH}oOTEKA, TOj KOHKPETHO HE CIIOMEHA PO,
He cnomena poj HUTY BO MUHTEPB]YTO IIITO T'O IIPABEB CO
HETO BO JIETOTO 2003. Jac ja HAYHaB TeMara U OTKPUB
JIEKa TOj CH ja CMEHIJI PETOPHUKATa, HO HE U IPOTPaMUTE.
Mu kaska Jieka ce HajieBa Jieka ke 3alo4yHe Iporpama 3a
»keHu U Jieria Pomu, co koja PomkuTe O Hay4dmiie Kako J1a
Ouzat moo0py POJIUTENH, IIITO ja MTOKaXKyBa EHOPMHATA
POAUTEJICKA OJITOBOPHOCT HAJIOKEHA CaMO Ha JKEHUTE.
Hcro Taka, MU Kaska ieKa JIUJEPUTE MakH ja TpU3HaBaaT
JIUCKpMMUHAIMjaTa Ha MaXkuTe Bp3 keHuTe. Ce 00uy-
BaJie Jla BpaboTaT jkeHa BO OpraHU3aIfjaTa v a co3/ia-
JlaT IoBeKe IIPorpaMH U aKTUBHOCTH 3a jkeHute. Cemnax,
,T0a € JIOJT mporiec”, 00jacHH TOj.

Hexou poMCKHM aKTHBUCTH IOCOYMja JeKa TeIIKUTe
IIpeIU3BUIIU CO KOU ce COO4yBaaT POMKHTe BCYyIIIHOCT ce
dakTuTe nexka Pomure maku cmeTaart fieka 00pa3oBHUTE
noTpeOu U 3aeAHUMITBOTO Mery PoMuTe € MOBaXkHO Of
JIUCKpUMUHAIMjaTa ¥ HACWJICTBOTO CIIpeMa >KeHUTe
— b6apem 3acera (European Roma Rights Center (ERRC)
2002). Kako mIto criomeHas 1morope, Bo 1999 ro., Maau-
pa Gere cekperapka Ha Sa E Roma. Bo Toa Bpeme, 6erre
O/UTMYHA MMPETCTaBHUUKA HA PomuTe, a ocobeHo Ha Pom-
KUTe, HO Hemaille coozBeTHa oOyka ox HBO skaprosor,
HUTY aJIEKBaTHO MO3HaBambe Ha paboTa co KOMIjyTep, 1
ro HeMallle 3aBpIeHo 0bpa3oBaHueTo. JleHec BoJiu CBO-
ja oprauusarnuja, Bolja Buducénost (Ilogobpa uaHuHA)

Mehmed did not separate gender issues from other is-
sues. For example, he asserted that gender equality is re-
lated to education. He also told me that the international
community plays an important role in bringing “civiliza-
tion” to Bosnia, especially to Roma, which I will address
further below.

I also asked Saban of Sa E Roma whether he thought
Romani women faced different challenges than men. In
1999, at the meeting between Sa E Roma and Medica In-
foteka, he did not specifically mention gender. He did not
mention gender in my interview with him in the summer
of 2003 either. I broached the subject and discovered
that he has changed his rhetoric but not his programs.
He told me that he hoped to begin a program for Romani
women and children so that Romani women could learn
how to be better parents which signifies the enormous
responsibility of parenting upon women alone. He also
told me that male leaders acknowledge discrimination
by men against women. They were trying to employ a
woman in the organization and create more programs
and activities for women. However, he explained, “it is
a long process.”

Some Romani activists have addressed the difficult cha-
llenges that Romani women face in that Romani men
tend to see educational needs and unity among Roma
as more important than discrimination and violence
against women — at least for the time being (European
Roma Rights Center (ERRC) 2002). As I mentioned
above, in 1999, Indira was the secretary for Sa E Roma.
At the time, she was an excellent spokesperson for Roma,
and especially Romani women, but she had not received
training in NGO jargon, adequate computer skills, and
she had not completed school. Today she leads her own
organization, Bolja Buducnost (Better Future) and she
was one of two trainers for a program, “Romani women
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U Oere egHa O JIBETE MHCTPYKTOPKHU HA IIporpaMara,
~PoMKkuTe MokaT.“ Toa e mporpama (duHaHCHpaHa O]
Gender Task Force Bo CapaeBo) unja 1eJ1 e 3ajakHyBarbe
Ha PoMKHTEe BO paMKUTe Ha HUBHUTE JIOMOBU, ¥ €BEHTY-
aJIHO HA jJaBHO WJIU MOJIUTUYKO HUBO. VIHAMpa mocTur-
Ha MHOTY 32 KpaTOK BpeMeHCKHU Iepuozi. Bo 2003, ja
IpalaB 32 CEMUHAPUTE 3a TOpeHaBa/ieHaTa IIporpaMma,
Y Taa ja Moj[Bjieue Ba)KHOCTA HA BKJIyIyBamETO HA KJIa-
caTa 3aeJTHO CO €THOCOT BO PEIIAaBABHETO HA ITPOOIEMUTE
Ha PoMKuTe, 1 Ba?KHOCTA HA JIOJITOPOYHA ITPOMEHA, a HE
caMO KPaTKOTPAjHU pelleHuja:

OBa e mojurame Ha cBecta Ha PoMKuTe, 3a Toa KAKO /1a ce Op-
raHU3UpaaT BO pAMKHTE Ha ceMejcTBaTa, 3aeJHUIATA, KaKO
Jla HayJaT /Ia CH T OCTBapaT IIpaBaTa, KaKo Ja CH T pelraT
npobsemure. Taka IITO, He ce KAaKO KEHU Of Apyra KJaca,
IIOIIPBO THE Ce KAaKO CHUTE APYTH KEHH, THE ce 00KayBaar Jia
ce bopaT 3a CBOWTE IIpaBa, Ja I'M PellaT CBOUTE MPOOIeMHU.
3allTo aKo He o CTopaT Toa CAMUTE, HHKOj APYT HEMA /ia IO
HampaBu 3a HUB. [...] Kora 6eB Bo Mocrtap, 110 CEMHUHApPOT,
HEKOH JKeHH Hé Ipanaa, ,Ke gobueMe ju cera makeTd co
xpaHa?“ Jac uM pekos: ,Toa He e HUKaKBa IIOMOIII, IIITO Ke
MIpaBUIIl CO eZleH Wiu JiBa makera? [...] [loBeke ke TH ITO-
MOTHE aKO HAYYHII KaKO J]a CH T'M PellaBalll COIICTBEHUTE
mnpobseMu.“

Nuapupa vHUDMpAIle HEKOJIKY IPOEKTH BO HEj3UHA-
Ta OpraHu3alyja, BKJIYYUTEJTHO U ,JaBHOCT: JKuBo-
TOT W TIPETCTaBYBAIETO HA POMCKHUTE KEHH', KaM-
mama 3a IOJWTrale Ha jaBHATa CBECT BO OJHOC Ha
PomkuTe m 3a HaMasyBame Ha Ipeapacyaure. Muaupa
U Hej3UHUTE Koslelku Tu ¢goTorpadupaa Pomkure, co-
Ompaa CBe/IOIITBA 32 HUBHUOT JKUBOTEH CTAHJAAP/ U 32
HUBHUTE WHTepecu. VcTo Taka, Taa BOZEIIE MPOEKTH
3a OIIMCMEHYBame U 00yKa 32 paboTa co KOMITjyTepH 3a
POMCKHTE JIeTia, U 32 IOMAIIHU PaKOTBOpOu U (ppusep-
cka paboTa 3a JKeHUTe.

can do it.” It is a program (funded by the Gender Task
Force in Sarajevo) that seeks to empower Romani woman
within their homes and eventually on a public or politi-
cal level. Indira accomplished a great deal in a brief pe-
riod of time. In 2003, I asked her about the seminars for
the above program, and she highlighted the importance
of including class along with ethnicity in resolving the
problems that Romani women face and the importance
of long-term change, not only short-term solutions:

It’s raising the awareness of Romani women, how to orga-
nize within the family, in the community, how they can learn
to realize their rights, how to resolve their own problems. So
that they are not women of another class, rather that they
are like other women, they try to fight for their own rights,
resolve their own problems. For if they don’t do it them-
selves then no one will do it for them. [...] When I was in
Mostar, after the seminar, women asked us, “Are we going
to get a food packet now?” I told them, “That’s no help, what
are you gonna do with a packet or two of food? [...] It’ll help
you more if you learn how to solve your own problems.”

Indira initiated several projects through her organiza-
tion including “The Public: Life and Representation of
Romani Women,” a campaign to raise public awareness
about Romani women and decrease prejudice. Indira
and her colleagues photographed Romani women, col-
lected testimonials on their standard of living and their
interests. She also led projects on literacy and computer
training for Romani children, and on housework and
hair design for women.
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Wnunupa ce BMmpexyBa co jokanaure HBO, pomckure
HBO uu3 Espoma, u co apyru Pomku. JleTroTo 2003,
paboTelie Ha Tpajiele Ha JIOKAJHU KaMIamy 3a Pom-
kute BO bocHa. Bo 2002 roxa., UHavpa nipucycrByBaiiie
Ha COCTAaHOK KaJie 22 POMCKH aconujanuu ce cobpaa aa
dopmupaar Vije¢e Roma (Pomcku Coser). 3riacaa 11
4YJIeHOBU IIpeTcTaBHUIM HAa PomuTe Bo bocHa, u THiupa
Oemre equHCTBeHATa M30paHa »keHa. IlomomHa, Pomcku
Coser ce npuzpy:xu Ha MunucrepcrBoro Ha bocHa u
XepuerosuHa. MHaMpa HaUPOKo 300pyBalie 3a Hej3U-
Harta BkJIydeHOCT Bo Pomcku CoBeT U ja clioMeHa HoBaTa
Pomcka nemokparcka HallmoHaJIHa apTyja. Ja mpamias
JlaJIM caka /ia ce BKJIyYH BO IOJIUTHKA, a HEJ3UHUOT O~
roBop (ppsiu cBeTJIMHA HA Hej3UHATa IIepCIeKTUBA KaKo
»KeHCKH siziep. Uuaupa ru o161 MosibuTe /1a CIyKU Ha
HoBodopmupanuotr CoBeT, 3alITO He caka ,TUTYJIU U
yuHOBHU . Taa cMeTa /leka MHOTYMUHA IIOJIUTUYAPH Ce
IPH>KaT 32 COIICTBEHUTE UHTEPECH, HaMeCTO 3a UHTepe-
CHUTe Ha HUBHUTe N30Mpayvy, 1 He cakallle J1a 6uze 10Besy-
BaHa BO BpPCKa €O TakBH Jyfe. Mcro Taka, Taa cMeTarie
Jleka HeMa COOZIBeTHO 0Opa3oBaHuUe 3a /1a Ouze ujieH Ha
TaKOB COBET, U BepyBallle JieKa ,,HeBJIa/IUHUOT CEKTOP CU
€ HeBJIQJIUH CeKTOP. AKO IIOYHENI /ia ce MeIllalll BO IOJIU-
THKa, TOTalll Beke He e ucTo.... [H]ue cme HenmpoduTHa,
HeBJIa/INHA OpraHU3allMja U jac He MOKaM /ia ja Mellam
BJIaJIaTa CO HeBJAUHUTE cekTopu“. MHmupa objacHU
JleKka ToIpBo 6u paboTesa co JIyfeTo Ha TePeH, OTKOIKY
Jla ja yHaImpeayBa cBojaTa MOJIMTUYKA ITO3UIH]a.

Bo Hej3nHOTO 00jacHyBame 32 BpcKaTa moMery ,,[I0JIUTH-
kata“u HBO, Taa cro Taka 360pyBariie 3a Kj1acata, poioT
U pacHHUTe pasnuku. Ha mpumep, Mu Kaka Jieka uUMa
noBeke Bepba Bo Pomure kou ycmeBaar Ja IpeKHBeaT
CO aJITepHATUBHU cpezcTBA (Kako Ipocere, HA IpHU-
Mep), OTKOJIKYy BO POMCKUTe JIUZIEPU KOU ce BO IoTpara
10 JINYHA U MOJUTHYKa MOK. CakaB /la 3HaM IOBeke U
ja mpairyBaB OBeKe 3a IapTHjara, IITO MUCJIY Taa JieKa

Indira networks withlocal NGOs, Romani NGOs through-
out Europe, and with other Romani women. In the sum-
mer of 2003, she was working to build a local grassroots
movement for Romani women in Bosnia. In 2002, Indira
attended a meeting where 22 Romani associations gath-
ered to form Vijeée Roma (Roma Council). They voted to
have 11 members represent Roma in Bosnia and Indira
was the only woman elected. Later, Vijece Roma joined
the Ministry of Bosnia-Herzegovina. Indira spoke at
length about her involvement in the Roma Council and
mentioned the new Romani Democratic National Party.
I asked her if she wanted to become involved in politics,
and her answer shed more light on her perspective as
a female leader. Indira refused requests to serve on the
newly formed Council because she does not like “titles
or ranks.” She thinks that too many politicians look out
for their own interests instead of those of their constitu-
ents and she did not want to associate herself with such
people. She also did not feel that she had the proper edu-
cation to be on such a council and she believed that “the
nongovernmental sector is the nongovernmental sector.
If you start getting involved in politics then it’s not the
same... [W]e are a nonprofit, nonpolitical organization
and I can’t mix the government and nongovernmental
sectors.” Indira explained that she would rather work on
the ground with people than further her own political
position.

In her explanation of the relationship between “politics”
and NGOs, she also addressed class, gendered, and ra-
cialized differences. For example, she told me she had
more faith in Roma who manage to survive by alterna-
tive means (such as begging) than she did in the Romani
leaders who sought personal and political power. I wan-
ted to know more and I asked her more about the party,
what she thought would happen with it, and if she wanted

’II
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Ke ce CJIy4M CO Hea, U I MOKeOH €/leH JieH U Taa 6u
cakayia 1a O6use BKJIydyeHa BO Hea. Taa MU Ka)ka Jieka
C€ BO ’KUBOTOT € MOJIUTUKA: ,5e3 MoJNTHKa He MOKeIT
Jia Hanpasuil HuImTo. Ho ¢popmasHaTa MOJMTHKA KAaKO
IIOJINTHKA, TOA He e 32 MeHe. Koj 3Hae nanu moxkebu 6u1
MOJKeJIa Jla OmaM ycIlellHa MMOJUTHYapKa? 3amro, ke
TH Ka’kaM, jac cyM gobap roBopHUK.“ Bo nedpunuiujata
Ha MHnupa 3a ,noauTuKa® oAsBOHyBa (EMHUHUCTHUKA,
aKTHUBUCTHYKA JjHTeparypa. Ha mpumep, Taa usriena
BepyBa JIeKa CEKOjHEBHUTE >KUBOTU U IOCTANIKU Ha
JIyfeTO ce BaYKHU U JIeKa CEKOjAHEBHUTE OJJIYKU MMaat
BJIMjaHUE HA JIOJITOPOYHHUTE IIEJTH UCTO KOJIKY U (op-
MaJTHaTa MmoJIMTUKA (Buau Ha mp. Mohanty 1991; Naples
2003; Smith 1987). Uuaupa HUKOTaI He ja clioMeHa I10-
Tpebara o/ roJIeMo KEHCKO UJIU POMCKO JIBIKeme. Taa
ce ¢oxycupalie Ha HEj3UHHUTE HCKycTBa co PoMmkwure.
[Tpeky pasroBopuTe cO >KeHHTe, Taa paborelne Ha IO-
BHCOKATa IIeJl Ha HUBHO 3ajaKHyBame U 3a0esiexa Jieka
MMaart CIocoOHOCT Jja yioTpeOyBaaT MOK BO pAMKHTE Ha
HUBHUTE CEME)CTBA U €BEHTYATHO BO IOIIUPOKATA 3a€/]I-
Huna. Kako nocieanma Ha Toa, Taa ce COOYU CO MPEH-
3BUIIM BO caMaTa poMcKa 3ae/THUIA, 0COOEHO O OCTaHa-
tute (Maxkn) Pomu uzepu. Ja 3anpamas,

Kaxo e ilomedy iliebe u ociliaHailiuilie PomcKu opeaHu-
3ayuu?

Uckpeno?

HckpeHo.

Temxo.

Iopadu witio?

TelIKo e 3alITO CUTE THE Ce MAIIIKYA OPraHU3AINU U BO HUB
HeMa HUTY €JJHa JKeHa KOjaIlTo paboTH BO Koja OMJI0 O/ HUB,
U cera He 3HaM JIaJIM € TOA MOpPaZyl HEKAKOB MEHTAJIUTET,
[Opajil HAYMHOT HA KOj IJIe/laaT Ha JKEeHaTa, /ieKa Taa He €
3a TAKOB TUII Ha paboTa, U JieKa JKkeHara Tpeba Jia cu ceau
JIOMA... WJIH MOKebH eJHOCTAaBHO ce IUIAIAT 3aIITO UMaMe
TOJIKY MHOTY PE3YJITATH 32 TOJIKY KPAaTKO BpeMe [...] ImaBMme
MHOTY TpO6JIEMH CO THE MAIIIKX OPTaHU3AIIUH... HABUCTHHA

to one day be involved. She told me that everything in life
is political: “Without politics you can’t do anything. But
formal politics as politics, that’s not for me. Who knows
if maybe I could be a successful politician? Because, I'll
tell you, I'm a good speaker.” Indira’s definition of “poli-
tics” resonates with feminist, activist literature. For ex-
ample, she seems to believe that the everyday lives and
acts of people are important and that everyday decisions
impact long-term goals as much as more formal politics
(see e.g. Mohanty 1991; Naples 2003; Smith 1987). In-
dira never mentioned the need for a large women’s or
Romani movement. She focused on her own experiences
with Romani women. By conversing with women, she
worked towards the larger goal of empowering them and
saw that they had the ability to wield power within their
own families and eventually in the wider community. As
a result she faced challenges within the Romani com-
munity, especially from other (male) Romani leaders. I
asked her,

Houw is it between you and other Romani organizations?

Honestly?
Honestly.
Difficult.

Because of what?

It’s difficult because they are all men’s organizations and
with them there isn’t even one woman working in the orga-
nization and now I don’t know if it’s because of some kind
of mentality, the way they consider a woman, that she isn’t
for such work, and that a woman should be at home sitting...
or maybe they are simply afraid because we have so many
results in such a short period of time [...] We have had a lot
of problems with those men’s organizations... I really don’t
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T HeMaM cuTe uHopmanuu mro Tue [Mamkute HBO] ru
MMaar, HO TOa He MU € TOJIKY Ba)KHO, TaKa IIITO, TeHEPAJIHO,
U He cjlefaM IITO IpaBaT, 3a LITO Ce MHTepecHupaar, Kako
paborar, no7ieka Kaj HUB € 00paTHO; IO CJIEJIAT CEKOj YEKOP
IITO ke TO HaIlpaBaM, CaKaaT Ia 3HAAT KaJie CyM, IIITO IIpaBaM.
Jac cyM 3amHTepecrpaHa camo 3a MOjaTa OpraHu3anuja u 3a
TOa Taa a paboTH KaKo IITO Tpeba.

duHaHCHpameTo e TemKko 3a cekoja HBO Bo BocHa, HO
0COOEHO 3a POMCKUTE OPTaHU3alMH, IOPAaJX HEJIOCTUT
Ha 3Haeme U Mel'yHapOJHU KOHTAKTH, U MIOPaJIx JIyTaTa
KOHKYPEHI[Hja cO APyruTe poMcKH u He-pomcku HBO.
duHaHCHpaKETO 0] 3ama/] € KJIydoT 3a AeuHUpabe Ha
HBO cekTopot, ocoberno momoiirta oa EBporckara YHuU-
ja BO MpoIecoT Ha Hej3UHOTO mupeme (Pinnock 2002,
233). be3 coonBeTHO 0Opa3oBaHue 3a pa3Boj Ha HBO,
THe, KaKo oHaa Ha MHaupa, ctpagaar. Of Apyra cTpaHa,
pasBojoT Ha HBO mozke ga 6ume MHOTY cKatl, 1 (pUHaAH-
CHUUTE He CeKorall JioaraaT Kaj OHHEe HAa KO HAajMHOTY
UM e TIoTpebHa MOAApIIKATa, HUTY Hak Jokaaaute HBO
MMaaT TOJIKYy MOK Jia T JiepuHUpaaT BUIOBUTE ITOMOII
WIK [OTpPebHUTe Ha JIOKAJTHOTO HaceJeHHe, KaKO IITO
MoO2Ke Mef'yHapoaHaTa 3aeauuna. Ha mpumep, Uuaupa ce
pacTpeBOXKHU 32 BpeMe Ha efHa KoHdepennuja Bo Ctpas-
Oyp Ha Tema pasBuBambe Ha poMmckure HBO Bo ozjmoC
Ha KOpHCTeme Ha ¢uHaHcuutTe. Ha koHdepeHIujara,
Taa UM pedye Ha OPraHu3aTOPUTE, ,JlaBaTe GeCMUCIEHO
roJIEMH CyMH 3a HUE Ja 7I0jieMe OBJie. Jac He cakaB XO-
TeJI, aBUOHCKA KapTa... 3a /ia /I0jAaM TyKa Ha J[Ba JieHa...
He s ke Gemre moso0po Ja T'M 3eMaM THE Mapu, ako
cakare Jla MM IIOMOTHeTe Ha Pomure, 3a Ja MMaar Ju-
pekTHa nomoi o HuB? Tre TaMy HEMaaT HHUIITO, a jac
cera cesiaM OBJie U Be ciymiaM... [C]re Ouite jin HeKoraii
BO POMCKa HaceJsi0a 3a /Ia BUIUTE KaKO KUBear JIyreTo?“

I/IH,Z[I/Ipa HMIVIEMEHHPpA MHOTY OJf IIPpEIIOPAKUTE KOH
' I10Co4YuJie (I)EMI/IHI/ICTI/I‘—IKI/ITG CTpydmalnu U APYIruTe
POMCKHU aKTHBUCTU. Ha IIpyUMEpP, pOMCKaTa aKTUBHCTKaA

have all of the information that they [men’s NGOs] do, but
it’s not all that important to me so I generally don’t look
at what they’re doing, what they’re interested in, how they
work, while it’s the opposite with them; they follow every
step I take, they want to know where I am, what I'm doing.
I'm only interested in my organization and that it works as
it should.

Funding is difficult for any NGO in Bosnia, but especially
for Romani organizations due to lack of knowledge and
international contacts, and fierce competition with other
Romani and non-Romani NGOs. Western funding is the
key to defining the NGO sector, especially in light of the
expanding European Union (Pinnock 2002, 233). With-
out proper education on NGO development, NGOs like
Indira’s suffer. On the other hand, NGO development
can be very expensive and funds may not always assist
those who need the most support, nor dolocal NGOs have
as much power to define the kinds of assistance or the
needs of local populations as the international commu-
nity. For example, Indira became upset while attending
a conference in Strasburg on developing Romani NGOs
in regards to use of funds. At the conference, she told
the organizers, “You are giving large amounts of point-
less funding for us to come here. I didn’t want a hotel, an
airplane ticket... so that I could come here for two days...
Wouldn'’t it have been better to take that money, if you
want to help the Romani people, so that they have some
direct help from it? They don’t have anything there and
now I'm sitting here listening to you... [H]ave you ever
been to a Romani settlement to see how people live?”

Indira is implementing many of the recommendations
that feminist scholars and other Romani activists have
addressed. For example, Romani activist Nicoleta Bitu
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Huxkosnera burty Benu fieka mokpaj norpebara 3a Goky-
cHpabe BP3 JIOKAJTHO MHUITUPAHU IIPOEKTH, ,PA3TUIHHI
MHUIIMJaTUBH JIa Ce 3ApYysKaT APKaBHUTE CIIYKOEHUIIN
1 POMCKHUTE aKTHBHCTH OM MMaJie ToJIeM IIPUI0OHEC BO
BOBE/IyBalbe€ Ha POJIOBU ACIIEKTH BO JIpKaBUTE, IOJIM-
TUKWATE H, IITO € YIITE ITOBa)KHO, BO HMBHATA HUMILIE-
MeHTanuja... OBa ke HI OBO3MOXKH Jia OTKpPHEME HOBH,
mutaau PoMku, 1a pabotume co POMKUTE BO 3aeJHULIUTE
1 J1a T OCBECTHME 3a HUBHHUTE IIpaBa. MelyHapoHOTO
3acramyBaibe Tpeba /10 O/l pakKa IIoJ paka CO JIOKAJTTHO
vHUNUpaHu aktuBHocTu® (Bitu 2004). Uuaupa Boamu
JIOKAJIHO WHULMPAHH IIPOEKTH, HO U MOKPAj HEj3BUHHUOT
KPUTHUYKH CTaB KOH HHB, C€ BMPEXYBa CO OCTAHATHTE
PomMu u mpucCycTByBa Ha HAIIMOHAJIHH U MelyHApOIHU
koH(epeHIuK. UHAMpa paboTH yIIITe U HA IPOOIeMUTE
Ha JIOMaIrHo HacuictBo ciipeMa Pomkute (Busu Erick-
son 2003, 2000).

MHBO u Pomute: PackpcHMLATa NoMery JIOKanHUTE
MmeryHapoaHuTe opMU Ha pacu3am

CopaboTkara 1 KOOpAHHaIFjaTa IoMel'y U BO PAMKHUTE
Ha JiokasHuTe u MeryHapoaaute HBO ocranyBa cepu-
o3eH npeau3Buk Bo bocHa (Demichelis 1998). Xokunc n
Xjyme (Hawkins and Humes) o6jacuyBaar, ,,/pkaBure
ce BrHe3/IeHH BO 30MEeHH MPEXXU Ha TPaHCHAITHOHAIHU
U MeryHapOJHU COIMjaJIHU BPCKH KOH ja OOJIMKyBaaT
HUBHaTa IIepIelIyja 3a CBETOT W 3a HUBHATa yJora
BO Hero. JIpkaBuUTe ce COIMjaIU3UpaHU Jla caKaar
KOHKPETHH pabOTH 07] MefyHapoJHa 3aeHUIA BO KOja
THE U HUBHUTE KUTEJH kuBeat” (2002, 243). Kako 11to
CIIOMEHaB IIOTOpe, POMCKHUOT WHTeJeKTyasiel, Mexmesn
Cyspuk BepyBallle ieka MelfyHapoHaTa 3aeHUIA MOXKe
Jla JoHece ,,IuBIIn3anyja“ Bo bocHa, IITO BKJIy4yBa JIO-
KaJaHu (OPMH Ha HCKOPEHYBalhe Ha MaTpHjapXaaHocTa
BO POMCKHUTE 3aeAHUIU. Kako JIOKaJIHUTE UCKYPCH,
Taka ¥ MefyHapOJHHOT XyMaHUTapPeH JUCKYpPC Ha YOBe-

explains that in addition to the need to focus on grass-
roots projects, “different initiatives to bring state officials
and Romani activists together could have a major contri-
bution in introducing gender aspects in the states, poli-
cies and, more importantly, in their implementation...
This will allow us to discover new young Romani women
and to address Romani women in the communities and
make them aware of their rights. International advocacy
should go hand-in-hand with grassroots activities” (Bitu
2004). Indira leads local grassroots projects but, despite
her critique of them, she also networks with other Roma
and attends national and international conferences. In-
dira also works on issues of domestic violence against
Romani women (see Erickson 2003, 2000).

INGOs and Roma: the Intersection of Local and
International Forms of Racialization

Cooperation and coordination between and within local
and international NGOs remains a serious challenge in
Bosnia (Demichelis 1998). Hawkins and Humes explain,
“States are embedded in dense networks of transnational
and international social relations that shape their per-
ceptions of the world and their role in the world. States
are socialized to want certain things by the interna-
tional society in which they and the people in them live”
(2002, 243). As I mentioned above, Romani intellectual,
Mehmed Suljic believed that international communi-
ty could bring “civilization” to Bosnia, which includes
counteracting local forms of patriarchy in Romani com-
munities. Few Roma that I spoke with interrogated in-
ternational forms of racialization. Like local discourses,
international aid discourse on human rights, education,
violence, nationalism, sexuality, etc. are racialized and
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KOBHU IIpaBa, 0Opa3oBaHue, HACUJICTBO, HAIIMOHAIN3AM,
CEKCYaJTHOCT UTH. € PACHO U POJIOBO YyBCTBUTEJIEH U IO
BJIMjaHHE HA CBETCKATAa €KOHOMCKA HEyPaMHOTEKEHOCT
BO U IoMely pa3JIuYHUTE HAIMOHAJIHU JpPKaBU.
JI1abUHCKOTO aHAIM3UPAhe HA 0BOj HECKJIA/ € HaZ[BOD
0]l IOMEHOT Ha OBOj TPY/, HO Ke HCTaKHAM HEKOHU Of
KPUTHKHTE Ha Mel'yHApOJHATA 3ae/IHUIA, KAKO U HEKOU
o/l IpuI0OUBKUTE Of HEJ3MHOTO IIpHCycTBO Bo BocHa,
ocobeHo Bo Bpcka co Pomure.

TF'awon (Gagnon) jacHo Benu: ,Jlosieka puHaHCHEpUTE U
JIOHATOPUTE, a HE JIOKAJTHUTE MTOTPeOH, TO MOTTUKHYBaat
nejcTByBameTo, MefyHapogaure HBO ru otcimukyBaar
MHTEpPECUTe Ha MOKHUTE JIPXKABU BO MeryHapOJHHOT
cucreM. Kako taksu, HBO fiejcTByBaaT Kako MHCTpyMeEH-
TH Ha MOK — HaUWH JIPKABUTe /]2 ja IPOEKTUPAaT cBojaTa
MOK BO JPYyTH OIIIITECTBA — HAMECTO KAKO CHJIA KOja 3a
IIPUOPUTET o IMa paboTeheTo BO MHTEPEC HA JIOKATTHOTO
HaceseHue“ (2002, 209). [lenoro Ha ['amboH MOBIEKYBa
HEKOHU Of] NOBa)XHUTe CTPYKTYPHU IPeJU3BUIU 3a JIO-
kanuute u MefyHapoauTe HBO Bo BocHa u moTBpayBa
neka BocHa e ocobeHo /1obap TecT 3a epeKTHBHOCTA HA
MHBO, 3atoa mrto Bo Bocua uma mmoseke oz 250 MHBO
(2002, 207). I'amoH oOjacHyBa JeKa KOHKypeHIHjaTa
nomery MHBO u HUBHUTE CIIpOTHCTaBeHH DuI030pun
TH O7llajiedyBaat of MefycebHarta, U 071 copaboTkaTa co
JIOKQJIHOTO HacesjeHue. VIcTo Taka, THe UMaaT TeHJIeH-
nuja na ce ¢poxycupaaT Ha KpaTKOPOYHH IpoOseMu, a
He Ha MCTOPUCKUTE IIPUYNHU 331 IPOOJIEMUTE WIIN HA
JIOJITOPOYHU pellleHuja.

Ipyr npobaem nomery yiokamuute bocannu 1 MHBO e
~HEeeTHAaKBOCTa Ha MOKTa“ Koja yIIITe IIOBeKe ja OrpaHuU-
yyBa edektuBHOcTa (Gagnon 2002, 225; BUAH UCTO U
Barany 2002 Bo Bpcka co Pomure 1 MHBO). Exqna o
MHOTYTe JUCKpeIllaHIIu € HeeJ[HAKBOCTa Ha IIPUXOJUTE
noMmerly cTpaHIUTe W JokanHute Bocanmu. [Ipyra e

gendered, and influenced by the worldwide economic
imbalance between and within different nation-states.
Addressing these variances in-depth is beyond the scope
of this paper, but I will highlight some of the critiques
of the international community as well as some of the
benefits of their presence in Bosnia, especially in regards
to Roma.

Gagnon articulates, “To the extent that funders and do-
nors rather than local needs drive their actions, interna-
tional NGOs reflect the interests of powerful states in the
international system. As such the NGOs act as instru-
ments of power — a way for states to project their power
into other societies — rather than as forces working with
the interest of the locals as the priority” (2002, 209).
Gagnon’s work highlights some of the major structural
challenges for local and international NGOs in Bosnia
and argues that Bosnia is an especially good test case for
the effectiveness of INGOs because there are more than
250 INGOs in Bosnia (2002, 207). Gagnon illustrates
that competition between INGOs and their contradicting
philosophies lead them away from cooperation with each
other and with local people. They also tend to focus on
short-term problems, not on historic reasons behind the
problems or long-term solutions.

Another problem between local Bosnians and INGOs
is “the disparity of power” which further constrains ef-
fectiveness (Gagnon 2002, 225; see also Barany 2002 in
regards to Roma and INGOs). One of many discrepan-
cies is the income disparity between internationals and
local Bosnians. Another is the geographic location of

:
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reorpadckara Mecromnosioxk6a Ha MHOry o MHBO BO
1aBHUOT Tpafi, CapaeBo. Ilocroelie 1 HeeJHAKBOCT HA
MOKTa BO HCTPaKyBahETO KOE T'0 CITIPOBENIOB co PoMKuTe.
Ce pa3Buja TpH pasyIMYHU PeIalliy Ha MOK: Mery MOUTE
KoJtemiku o7 Menuka VMHGoTeka U MeHe, Mely MOUTE
kosenrku u Pomkure, u mery Pomkute u mene. Co Mmoute
KOJIEIIIKK PEIOBHO pa3roBapaBMe 3a MOjOT IIPHUCTAI JI0
HEKOH OJIpeJIeHH BHIOBH MOK (3amasHo oOpa3oBaHUE,
Iapy, aMepUKaHCKY [1acOIll, UTH.) HO Pa3TOBOPUTE 3a pa-
3JIMKUTE BO MPUCTAIIOT JI0 MOKTa Mely MOUTE KOJIEIITKH
1 PoMkuTe ce mokakaa Kako IonpobaeMaTuIHU, UaKo U
TOa ce I0/100pH co TeK Ha Bpeme.’

Pa3bupsinBo, uyBcTBaTa Ha bocaHnuTe cipema MeryHa-
ponHara 3aegHUNA ce nozeneHu (Bugu ucro Helms
2003a; b; ¢). Mako MHBO ru noTieHyBaaT JIOKAQJTHUTE
HApOJi¥, THE MCTO TaKa OBO3MO’KyBaaT M cTabuiHa Ou-
pOKpaTHja KOja M HeJocTacyBa Ha cerairHata OocaH-
CKa BJIaJla; UCTO Taka, THe o00e30eayBaaT KalHUTaJI U
3a4yyByBame Ha MUPOT, 1 HEKOU T NCTAKHYBaaT BAXKHUTE
IIpalama 3a Kou JokaysHuTe bocaniy He roBopart (cuty-
arnujara Ha Pomute, HAa TpuMep).

l'onem pen ox nureparypara ru mpercraByBa MHBO
KaKO0 XOMOTEHH COIlMjaJIHM cucTeMu. Mako mocrojar
3aeJHUYKU KBAJIUTETH KOW T HopMHUpaaT MoeJuHeY-
Hute MHBO, MHBO cekTtopoT ro co4ymHyBaaT IIoe-
quHIN.'® CpeTHaB MHOTY MeIyHapOJAHU XyMaHUTApHU
paboTHuIM Kou 6mite BO bocHa co TogUHU, KOU OJJTHIHO
paborea u 6ea 0cOOEHO MOYNTYBAHH 071 JIOKaJTHUTE Bo-
caHuu. Hekou cTpaHIM, MaKO MaJIKyMHHA, TOBOpea
6ocancku. MHBO u nokanaute HBO, 3aeaH0 co Biagu-
HUTe CIyKOEHUIIM U JIOKAJIHOTO HaceJIeHHe 3a€MHO CHU
BJIMjaaT Ha IIOBeKe HUBOA BO Pa3JINYHU CUTYAlMH, U 32
OBa MOpa TaKa /ia ce IPOTOBOPH, 32 XOMOT'€HU3UPAUKaTa
JIUXOTOMUja /1a He TU CBPTHU JIOKAJIHUTEe BocaHu mpo-
B MHBO wiu ga ru mpeTcTaBu Kako Ja paboTaT BO

many INGOs, in the capital city of Sarajevo. There was
disparity of power in the research that I conducted with
Romani women. There were three different power rela-
tionships: between my Medica Infoteka colleagues and
me, my colleagues and Romani women, and Romani
women and me. My colleagues and I regularly discussed
my access to certain kinds of power (Western education,
money, an American passport, etc.) but discussing dif-
ferences in access to power between my colleagues and
Romani women proved to be more challenging, although
this improved over time.’

Understandably, Bosnians feel ambivalent about the in-
ternational community (see also Helms 2003a; b; c).
While INGOs may belittle local peoples, they also pro-
vide a stable bureaucracy that the current Bosnian go-
vernment lacks; they also provide capital and peacekeep-
ing protection, and some highlight important issues that
local Bosnians may not address (for example, the situa-
tion of Roma).

Much literature portrays INGOs as homogenous social
systems. While there are overlapping qualities that make
up individual INGOs, individuals make up the INGO sec-
tor.” I met many international aid workers who had been
in Bosnia for years, who were doing remarkable work and
were highly respected by local Bosnians. Some interna-
tionals, albeit few, spoke the Bosnian language. INGOs
and local NGOs, in addition to government officials and
local people, interact on multiple levels in various situa-
tions and this must be addressed so that a homogenizing
dichotomy does not pit local Bosnians against INGOs or
portray them as working in a clear-cut tandem relation-
ship. These interactions are also based upon race, class,
and gender classifications and the diversity of relation-
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OUHUIJIEHO TaH/EeMCKHU ofHoc. OBHeE 3aeMHU BIIUjaHHja
HCTO Taka ce Oa3mpaaT M Ha pacHU, KJIACHHU U POJOBHU
wiacuduKaluy, a Pa3HOBUIHOCTA HA OJTHOCUTE MOpa
Zia ce caTy U MOHATAMY /1A Ce HUCTPaXKyBa.

FamoH (2002) BeIU JleKa BO UMILJIEMEHTHUPAHETO Ha
MpaKTUYHH 1eu, Hekou MHBO Ouie moycriemau of
Hekou aApyru. Tme MHBO npakTukyBaart UCTpaKyBauyKu
METOAXW CO Y4YeCTBO Ha JIOKAJIHOTO HaceJeHUEe U ce
¢okycupaaT Ha 3aeHHUIIUTE, HAMECTO Ha HaAI[UOHAJI-
HUTE MPOEKTHU, KOU MOBeKe T'M 3ajaKHyBaaT JIOKAJTHUTE
HBO (Ibid., 223). Naxko ce coryiacyBam co ['amb0H 110 0Ba
mpaiiame, IoCcTojaT MmpobjieMU BO BPCKa CO OBUE IIPEJ-
sno3u. Imeno, curyanujata Ha PoMuTe 1 MOKOHKPETHO
Ha PomkuTe, Hema /1a Oule COOJIBETHO a/ipecHpaHa co
TOA IITO Ha JIOKaJIHUTEe BocaHIM ke UM ce OBO3MOXKH
Jna 30opyBaaT 3a mpuopurteruTe. Hema Pomu mper-
CTaBHUIIY BO JIOKAJTHATA, HUTY BO HAaIlMOHAJIHATA BJIACT,
¥ Maj Opoj oA HUB MMaaT CIIOCOOHOCT 3a JIOHECYBakhe
OJJIyKM BO BpCKa €O IOIIMPOKOTO omITecTBO. Mako
MelyHapoJHaTa 3aeHUIA JOHECe HOBHU IPETU3BUILII
Y HEypaMHOTEKEHH OJHOCH Ha MOK, MCTO Taka Oerre
JIOHEeKa/Jle ycrelllHa BO BKJIydyBame Ha Pomwute BO Auc-
kypcoT Ha HBO u BO BIafiUHUOT AMCKYypC. 3a pasjvKa
on TuToBUTE MOJUTUKU HA U3HACUJIEHO ,,OPAaTCTBO U
€IMHCTBO, WU Ha 3al0CTaByBambe U JUCKPUMUHAIIM]A
Ha PomwuTe o7 crpaHa Ha He-Pomure, MeryHapojHaTa
3aeJIHUIIA ce MOCTaBU CIIpeMa CUTyalujata Ha Pomurte
kako Pomu u ce o6uze 1a ja mogo06pu, HaKo MOJOIHA 1
MOCIIOPO OTKOJIKY €O Apyrute eTHocu. Criopexa bapanu, u
MOKpPAaj YeCTOo MaTH IMOIMyBAYKUTE U MUCHUOHHUPAYKU OCO-
6unu Ha MeryHapoguute HBO, Pomute noBeke mmaar
KOPHCT OJT HUBHOTO IIPHUCYCTBO, OTKOJIKY mTera (Barany
2002). bapanu uzjaByBa: ,,OBHe NpPECBPTH HA IOJIU-
TUKUTE Ce JI0JKAT He HAa INPUINYHO HeedeKTHUBHATa
paboTa Ha pOMCKHTE aKTUBUCTH, TYKY BO TOJIEM JIeJ1 Ha
HEYMOJIMBUOT IIPUTHUCOK OJi CTPaHa HAa MelyHapOJHUTE
opranuzanuu“ (Ibid., 306).

ships must be acknowledged and further interrogated.

Gagnon (2002) demonstrates that some INGOs have been
more successful than others in implementing practical
objectives. Such INGOs practice participatory research
methods with local people, and focus on communities
instead of national projects, which better empower local
NGOs (Ibid., 223). While I agree with Gagnon on this
issue, there are some problems with these recommenda-
tions. Namely, by allowing local Bosnians to address pri-
orities, the situation for Roma, and more specifically Ro-
mani women, would not be adequately addressed. There
are no Roma represented in local or national government
and few have decision-making capabilities in regards to
wider society. While the international community has
introduced new challenges and imbalanced power re-
lations in Bosnia, it has also been somewhat successful
in including Roma in NGO and government discourse.
Unlike Tito’s policy of forced “brotherhood and unity,”
or the neglect of and discrimination against Roma by
non-Roma, the international community has addressed
situations of Roma as Roma, and sought to improve the
situation albeit it later and more slowly when compared
to other ethnicities. According to Barany, despite the of-
ten times patronizing and missionizing qualities of inter-
national NGOs, Roma benefit from their presence more
than not (Barany 2002). Barany states, “These shifts in
policy have been due not to the largely ineffective work
of Gypsy activists, however, but in large part to the re-
lentless pressure of international organizations” (Ibid.,
3006).

:
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HepBo Cejouk e mpBuoT PoM moenusern mro ro 3a-
M03HAaB, KOj ja kopucrelie ¢pasara ,PoMcko aBUKERDE.
Bo 2003 rox., [lepso Geme xoopaumHaTtop Ha COBETOT
Ha Pomure. Mcro Taka TecHO copaboTyBalie co JIOKaJI-
HuTe poMcku HBO Ha KOHIENTUTE HA 3ajakHyBame. [0
npamas /lepBo fau BepyBa Jieka Ha Pomute nm Tpeba
€IMHCTBO 3a /Ia OCTBApAT ITOBeKe PEe3yJITaTH, U TOj U3-
jaBH JleKa eIMHCTBOTO C€ YIITE HE € HEOIIXO/THO; HaMec-
TO Toa, PomuTe Mopa /1a MUHyBaaT IIOBeke BpeMe ,Ha
TepeH” paboTejku 3aeJHO, U JIeKa TOTalll Ke JI0jAe 10
euHCTBO. Mako BepyBallle Jieka poMcKaTa 3aeHuIA
€ JIOBOJIHO CIUTHA J1a Ouzie caMocTojHa U 6e3 moMoImiTa
Ha MelfyHapoJHaTa 3aeJHUIA, U3jaBU JieKa CTPAHIUTE
W3BpIINJIE IO3UTUBHO BJIMjaHUeE, U JleKa ce HEOIIXOHHU.
Cnopezn lepBo, PomuTe ro 3amnouyHase JBUKEHETO, HO
Mel'yHAapOZ[HATa 3aeHUIIA UM IIOMOTHAJA /Ia COTJIeZiaaT
HeKOM 0Ji HUBHHUTe Ienu. JIpyru Pomu ce corsacyBaat
co oBa. Bo 2000 roz., Mexo, poMcku Jujiep o071 3eHuna,
BO €/IHA JINCKyCHja Ha TPKaJie3Ha Maca Ha TeMa obpa-
30BaHue, 00jacHU Jieka e 61aroZapeH Ha BOjHATA, 3aIIITO
TH JIOHeJa MefyHAapOJHUTE OpTraHu3aluyd KOU UM
nomaraat Ha Pomure.

Bo 2003 rop., ce cpernas co KapeH, AMepukaHka Koja
pabotu Bo BocHa 3a Opranusarujara 3a 6e36eTHOCT U
copabotka Bo EBpomna (OBCE) moBeke o meT TOAWHH.
Kapen mHory paboTemie co pPOMCKHUTE 3aeIHHUI Ha
IIpaniameTo Ha 00pa30BaHUETO U IPOMOBHPAHe Ha COpa-
6oTtkara nomery pomckure HBO, HO e cocpenorouena
Ha oOpaszoBaHueTo. Mu 00jacHH JieKa CeraiHuoT oopa-
30BeH cucTeM e 6a3upaH Ha BeKe 3acTapeH CUCTeM Ha
obpasoBanue, GOKycHpaH Ha MEXaHUYKO yUeme Ha Ia-
Mmet. Taa peue feka ,HanpeoKoOT e OaBeH, U Jieka bocHa
Tpeba Jja cTaHe ,[TI0COBpEMEHA®, IITO e efHa OJf LIeJIUTe
Ha mucujata Ha OBCE Bo bochHa u XepiieropuHa.

Dervo Sejdic is the first Romani individual I met who
used the phrase “Romani movement.” In 2003, Dervo
was the coordinator for the Council of Roma. He also
worked closely with local Romani NGOs on notions of
empowerment. I asked Dervo if he believed that Roma
need unity in order to accomplish more results and he
stated that unity was not yet necessary; rather, Roma
must spend a greater deal of time “in the field” interac-
ting with one another and then unity will come. While he
believed the Romani community was strong enough to
stand on its own, without the international community,
he also stated that internationals have been a positive
influence and they are necessary. According to Dervo,
Roma began the movement but the international com-
munity has helped them to realize some of their goals.
Other Roma agree. In 2000, Meho, a Romani leader in
Zenica, explained at a roundtable discussion on educa-
tion that he was thankful for the war because it brought
international organizations that “help Roma.”

In the summer of 2003, I met with Karen, an American
woman, who had been working in Bosnia for the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
for more than five years. Karen has done a great deal of
work with Romani communities in regards to education
and promoting cooperation between Romani NGOs, but
her focus is on education. She explained to me that the
current educational system is based on an outdated sys-
tem of education, which focuses on rote memorization.
She stated that “progress” was slow and Bosnia needs to
become “more modernized,” which is one of the goals of
the OSCE mission to Bosnia-Herzegovina.
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KapeH Mu moka)a HEKOJIKy MpuMepu 3a (GyHIaMeH-
TAJTUCTUYKHA HAIIMOHATMCTUYKH YIEOHUIN U YIUTUIITHA
atMocdepa Kaj cuTe MHO3UHCKHY eTHOCH. Hekou fenia, 06-
jacHu Taa, ce IIpeBe3yBaHU €O aBTOOYC BO MOHOETHUYKHU
YUUJIMIITA, & BO APYTH YYUJIHUINITA IOCTOH I[€JIOCHA CET-
peranuja: moceOHU oe/IeHrja, HACTaBHUITY, YIHUJTAIITHI
SBOHUYMIbA, MEH3W WTH. YUWIHIITaTa BO BocHa cra-
HaJle CPeCTBO HAa TMOJUTHUKaTa. HalMoHATMCTUYKUTE
peAMETH ce JieJl OJi HACTaBHUOT IJIAH BO IOBEKETO
ox yumauirara. Jleroro 2003 roa., OBCE paborerie
Ha peBUIUpalbe Ha y4eOHUIINTE, BKIYUYHTESHO W Ha
mpaliamara Ha jasUKOT U Ha reorpadujara, KOU Bapu-
paat 3aBUCHO O] €ETHUYKATA MPUIIAHOCT Ha aBTOPUTE.
Cnopen KapeH, cuTe TpU €THUYKHU TPYNIA UMaaT HEIO-
TOJIHH COZPKMHHM BO ydeOHunuTe. Taa objacHH Jieka
MMa MHOTY YUWJIMINTA CO HAaBPEJJIUBU UMUIbA U CHM-
001 KOM MOXKe Jla ZoBeZaT A0 mpobsiemu. Ilommuc-
JIUB HA TIOTPEIIHOTO MPETCTaByBakhe Ha JOMOPOIHUTE
AMepUKaHIIM ¥ OCTAaHATHTE HEe-€BPOIICKU TPYIH, KOe
npeoBJiasyBa Bo yuebuuiute Bo Coenunerute JIp:xasm,
HO He pekoB HUIITO. OBCE n1azie HEKOJIKY IpeNopaku 3a
moso0OpyBame Ha 0OPAa30BHUOT CHUCTEM, Mely JPYroTO
¥ 3a norpedaTa 0/ HOBU YYEOHHUIIM CO MMOMAJIKY jaBHH
HAIIMOHAJIMCTUYKHU TOJIMTHYKUA BPCKH, JIecerperaryja,
BKJIyUyBalb€ Ha POMCKHUTE Jiella U MoMajia JTUCKPUMU-
Haruja cupema genata of cute etHocu (OSCE 2002,
2003). JloropoYHUTE IeT BKJIyUyBaa U JI0laBakbe Ha
poMcCKaTa UCTOpHja BO YYEOHUIINTE, KAKO U (PUHAHCUD-
ame Ha MOBUCOKO oOpasoBaHue. Cenak, o0jacuu Kapews,
Bo BocHa u XeprieroppuHa uMa 12 MUHUCTEPCTBA 3a 00-
pazoBaHUe, Taka MITO COOMPAETO HAa TOUHH MOATOIH
€ MHOTY TeIIKo."

,Cracere ru fierara“ ce cocpeZoTouyBa Ha HaCHJICTBOTO
cupemMa Jenara, AUCKPHMHHAIIMjaTa BO YUHJIMIITATA,
u Oemara Bo JokasHuTe 3aegHunu (Save the Children
2002a, 2002b). Bo aBrycr 2003 ro., 36opyBaB co Jac-
MMHKa, Koja paboTu 3a ,,Criacere ru gerara“ Bo Bennka

Karen provided me with several examples of fundamen-
talist nationalist textbooks and school atmospheres by
all majority ethnicities. Some children, she explained,
are bused to monoethnic schools, and in other schools
there is complete segregation: different classes, teachers,
school bells, cafeterias, etc. Schools in Bosnia have be-
come a vehicle for politics. Nationalist subjects are part
of the curriculum in many schools. In the summer of
2003, OSCE was working on revising textbooks inclu-
ding the issue of language and geography, which varies
depending on the ethnicity of the authors. According to
Karen, all three ethnic groups had inappropriate content
in their textbooks. She explained that there were many
schools with offensive names and symbols that could
lead to problems. I began to think about the misrepre-
sentation of Native Americans and other non-European
groups, which pervades textbooks in the United States,
but I did not say anything. OSCE has made several
recommendations on how to improve the educational
system including the need for new textbooks with less
overtly nationalist political ties, desegregation, inclusion
of Romani children and less discrimination against chil-
dren of all ethnicities (OSCE 2002, 2003). Long-term
goals included adding Romani history to textbooks as
well as financing higher education. However, Karen ex-
plained, there are 12 ministries of education in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, which makes collecting accurate data very
challenging."

Save the Children focuses on violence against children,
discrimination in schools, and poverty in local communi-
ties (Save the Children 2002a, 2002b). In August 2003,
I spoke with Jasminka, who works for Save the Children
UK. Jasminka is one of the few non-Romani Bosnians
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Bpuranuja. JacMMHKa € elHAa Of PETKUTe He-PoMKwH
BocaHky co KOM pasroBapaB, a Koja I'i IpH3HaABAIIEe
mpeapacyaure cripema Pomure. Taa Bepysaille jeka U
onbuBameTo /1a ce 300pyBa 3a cuTyarjata Ha Pomurte
e ¢opma Ha JUCKPHMHHAIMja, U OXpabpyBallle MHOIY
Bocannu ,1a paborar co Pomure, 1a yuaT o HUB, U Jia
T'H IIOYNUTyBaaT — Ha ucTo HUBO“. Taa objacHHU Jeka Ha
PomckuTe fena uMm e motpeOHO oOpasoBaHue, U JeKa
MoOpaar Jia HaydaT Jja OulaT aKTUBHU U Jja Pa3MHUCIIY-
BaaT co cBoja ryaBa. Mcro Taka, peue JieKa BIAJUHUTE
CIyk0M He MHCJIAT JieKa € BO3MOXKHO Jla ce IIPOMEHH
cuTyanujata Ha PoMwuTe; THe MPOCTO ja KPUTHKyBaaT
COIICTBEHATA IIEPIIENI[Hja HA POMCKHOT HAUHH Ha }KHUBOT.
,Cracere r'u Jienara“ opranusupaiie o6yka 3a mapTHI[H-
IaTUBHU METOAM BO YYEIHETO BO POMCKHTE 3aeHUIIM,
1 paboTellle Ha 3roJIEMyBalhe Ha 3HAECHETO 3a Pommure
BO IIOIIMPOKOTO OMINTEeCTBO. TBpAemara Ha JacMUHKA
3HAYMTETHO Ce Pa3/INKyBaa Off OHME Ha MHOIyTe 60caH-
CKHM ITOEUHIT KOU T UMaB 3all03HAEHO, 0/ KOU MHOTY-
MuHa paborea Bo siokanHute HBO, u mocTojaHo ru mos-
TOpyBaa HEraTMBHHUTE CTEpeOTHIH 3a Pomurte. MHOry
BocaHIu 1[BpcTo BepyBaa BO cTepeoTUrnuTe 3a Pomure,
1 BO Toa Jieka PomuTe cu ro oOpajie HAaUHHOT Ha KHUBOT,
a co Toa W MpobJIEMHUTE.

Bo 2003 roz., 360pyBas co LIum, yiirte efieH AMepuKaHer]
koj paborerie 3a OBCE. [Ium Mu Kaka Jieka He IIOCTON
3aKOH 3a COLMjaJIHUTE U €KOHOMCKHTE IpaBa Ha MaJl-
nuHcerBaTa (Buau ucto u ERRC 2004). Criopen [lum, Hu
PomurTe, HUTY BJIajiaTa He TO HHUIPAJIE IIPAIIAKBETO 32
PomuTe 1 JOMyBambeTo, IITO € rojieM mpobsem. I'oem
6poj Pomu mipes; BojHATA JKUBEEJIE O] COIMjaTHA TTOMOIII.
JKuBeesie BO CTaHOBU KOH OMJIe BO COIICTBEHOCT Ha BJIa-
JlaTta 1, Oujiejku HeMaJio 3aKOH 3a CTAHOBUTE, MHOTY O]
PomuTte Bo moBoeHa bocHa ce 6e3momuuiu. ITonaramy,
MH 00jacHU JieKa IpeJ BOjHaTa MHOTY Jiyre OeclipaBHO
usrpazuae Kykd, 3a Ja rd u3bersHar JaHouTe. AKO
He-PoMm mMMas usrpazieHo Kyka 6e3 J03B0JjIa, MOKEJT Jia

with whom I spoke who acknowledged prejudice against
Roma. She believed that refusing to speak about the situ-
ation of Roma is also a form of discrimination and urged
more Bosnians “to work with Roma, learn from them,
and respect them — on the same level.” She explained
the need for education of Romani children, and that they
need to learn to participate and think for themselves.
She also said that governmental agencies do not think it
is possible to change the situation of Roma; they simple
criticize their own perceptions of the Romani way of life.
Save the Children organized trainings on participatory
methods of learning within Romani communities and
worked on increasing knowledge about Roma within the
wider society. Jasminka’s statements differed significant-
ly from many Bosnian individuals whom I met, many of
whom worked for local NGOs, and perpetuated negative
stereotypes about Roma. Many Bosnians strongly be-
lieved in the stereotypes of Roma and that Roma chose
their lifestyle and hence problems.

In 2003, I spoke with Jim, another American who
worked for the OSCE. Jim told me that there is no law
regarding the social and economic rights of minorities
(see also ERRC 2004). According to Jim, neither Roma
nor the government had initiated anything regarding
Roma and housing, which is a significant problem. Many
Roma lived on social welfare before the war. They lived
in government-owned flats and since there was no law
regarding these flats, many Roma in post-war Bosnia are
homeless. He further explained that before the war, many
people built houses illegally to avoid taxes. If a non-Rom
had a house without a title, they can receive a retroactive
title. This is unheard of for Romani settlements. Most
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Jlobue peTpoaKTHBHA J103Bosia. OBa e HEUyeHO 32 pOM-
ckuTe Hacesabu. MHory jiyre (IIOrpelrHo) MUCIAT JAeKa
cute Pomu maTyBaar wim MUTpUpaaT, Taka LITO He Ou
Tpebasie 1a ©MaaT mpaBo Ha Kyka. Mcro Taka, Tyka e
JleCeTTOIUIITHOTO IIPABUJIO; KO HE Ce jJaBU COIICTBEHUKOT
Ha ofjpe/ieHa mapiiesia Bo poK O] 10 FOJJUHU, TOTalll Taa
MOXKe Ja OuJie mpoaajZieHa WM JlaJieHa Ha IMOCTOjHHOT
craHap. OBoj npoliec U3UCKyBa OrPOMHA JJOKyMeHTaIlH-
ja, a MHOrY PoMU HemaaT HU U3BOJ] O/ MAaTUYHATA KHUTA
Ha pOJIeHUTe, CMETKU 3a CTpyja, TesedOoH, IJIaCauKU
slerutuManuy UTH. OBOj IIPOIEC YeCcTONaTH 3aBUCH O]
JlobpaTa BoJija Ha OIIITHHUTE, KOU Ce IIAIIaT JleKa aKko
JlaJiaT mapuesii Ha Hekou Pomu, yiite moBeke Pomu Ke
Jlojaar, a THe Toa He ro cakaar.'” Toram [Ium Mu Kaxka
neka Coseror Ha EBpona u gan Ha BocHa pok 3a ycBo-
jyBame Ha 3aKOH 3a COIMjaJTHUTE U €KOHOMCKH IIpaBa
Ha MaJIIMHCTBaTa, ocobeHo Ha Pomure. Biagara ro ye-
BOHU pellleHHeTO, HO HUKO] BUCTUHCKHU He IO pasIviena,
Y HUKOj He IIPaBU HUIITO KOHKPETHO BO BPCKA CO TOA.
I'u ycBojyBaar 3akOHUTE caMoO 3a Ja ru ycBojar. Ilo-
HaTaMmy, criopest [Imm, PomuTe HemaaT cryTHO 100U KOTa
cTaHyBa 300D 3a TakBU Ipallama. POMCKHOT coBeT WIn
PomMckuoT coBeTo1aBeH 000D, KOj T'O CIIOMEHAB IOTOPE,
cnara moj; MUHHCTEPCTBOTO, CE COCTaHyBa PEIOBHO,
HO POMCKUTE JIUIEpH MelyceOHO He Ce COryiacyBaar U
He MOJKaT /la Ce COCpe/loTouaT Ha efHa Tema. [lum He
BepyBallle JieKa JIOKAJHUTE BJIACTU U JpXKaBHUTE WH-
CTUTYIIUHM KOTa OWJI0 Ke OuaT MOJIrOTBEHU /a paborat
Ha mmparamara Ha Pomute. Muciu ieka Toa e cjiydaj Ha
KpajHO 3arocTtaByBamwe. CUTe JPYrd €THOCH Ha KpPajoT
JlobuBaaT HeKakBa IOMOIl, HO PoMuTe HeMaaT HUKOTO.
Toj BepyBa /ieka MHOTY 0J1 OBHE ITPOOJIEMH Ce TIOBP3aHU
U €O Mpo0JieMaTUIHUTE 3aKOHU 3a b6erasiu Ha YHXIIP.
Muory 6ocancku Pomu ce yimre kuBeaT Bo BocHa Kako
pacesnienu Jmna, Ho YHXIIP ce doxycupa Ha Oeras-
[UTE, OHUE MOEAUHITU KOU T'H NpeMUHaJIE (CaMOBOJIHO)
Mel'yHApOJHUTE IPAHUIY [IOPAAH PA3JINYIHU (popMu Ha

people (mistakenly) think that all Roma travel or migrate
so they should not have rights to a house. There is also
the rule of 10 years; if no one claims a plot of land within
10 years, then it can be sold or given to the current occu-
pant. This process requires a great deal of documenta-
tion and many Roma do not have birth certificates, elec-
tric bills, phone bills, voting records, etc. This process
often relies on the good will of the municipalities, which
are afraid that if they give some Roma plots of land, then
more Roma will come and they do not want that.”* Then
Jim explained that the Council of Europe gave Bosnia a
deadline to adopt a law on the social and economic rights
of minorities, especially for Roma. The government did
adopt a provision but no one really examined it and no
one is doing anything concrete about it. They pass laws
for the sake of passing laws. Furthermore, in Jim’s opi-
nion, Roma do not have a strong lobby for such issues.
The Roma Council or Roma Advisory Board, which I
mentioned above, falls under the Ministry, and meets on
a regular basis, but none of the Romani leaders get along
and cannot stay focused on any one topic. Jim did not
believe that local authorities and state institutions would
ever be ready to work on Romani issues. He thinks it is a
case of pure neglect. All other ethnicities eventually find
some assistance but Roma have no one. He believed that
many of these problems are also related to problematic
UNCHR laws on refugees. Many Bosnian Roma still live
within Bosnia as displaced persons but UNHCR focuses
on refugees, those individuals who have crossed (arbi-
trary) international borders due to various forms of per-
secution, and cannot return to their homeland. UNHCR
does provide some assistance (for example, material) to
internally displaced persons (IDPs) but they focus on
refugees.

’E
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IIPOTOHCTBO, U HE MOJKaT /ia Ce BpaTaT BO TATKOBHHATA.
YHXIIP naBuctuHa 00e30eayBa HeKakBa momoIn (Ha
IIPUMED, MaTepHjasIHa) 3a BHATPEIIHO paceIeHUTE JIUIa
(BPJI), HO ce dpoKycupa Ha Oerayiure.

Kora 360pyBaB co Kum, moMOIIHUK-CITy:KOEHUYKA 32
6e36enHocT Bo YHXIIP, M1 06jacHH  ieka THe 3alI09HAIe
Ja paborat co Pomure Bo 1999 roj., Kora rojgem 0Opoj
Pomu Gerasmu ox KocoBo mouHasie a MPUCTUTHYBaaT
Bo bocua. Criopen Kum, 110 1999 roa. Pomute ckopo u
Jla Ouie HEMO3HATH 3a MelyHapoJHaTa 3aeHHUIla, Koja
Owmsia mosarpuskeHa 3a IOJIUTHYKATa paMHOTEeXKa Mery
Cpbure, XpBaTute u bomrmarure. Bo sieroto 2003 rof,.,
YHXIIP umaire mpobsem co aedpuHupame Ha Pomure
Ha WHCTUTyIHoHaMHO HUBO. YHXIIP ce ¢okycupa Ha
MaH/IaTH, Ha CUTyallhjaTa, He Ha TOCEOHU eTHUYKH TPY-
nu. Ha npuMep, mpoTepyBamara ce CiIydyBaaT CEKOMY
mupyMm 3eMjara; taka mro YHXIIP He moke /1a ce hoky-
cUpa Ha KOHKPETHH €THOCH.

KuM KOHKpeTHO pabotele Ha IPoOOJEMHTE Ha CMeC-
TYBaIbeTO, JIOKYMEHTAaIjaTa U perucrpamujara Ha Po-
MHTE, ¥ Ha OBO3MOKYyBarbe 00yKa 3a IpaBHa IIOMOII Ha
JIOKQJIHUTE IEHTPH KOHUIIITO ce 6OpaT MPOTUB PacHa Jiuc-
kpuMuHanuja. [esiTa Ha MPOEKTOT Gellle Jja KM ce ITOMO-
rHe Ha PomuTe BO MpoduTHparbe O/ EHTPH 3a IMpaBHA
momorir. Ho, kako u /1a e, PoMmuTe He ce HABUKHATH Ha I10-
3UTUBHU UCXOH Off BJIACTUTE, TAKa IIITO CAMUOT IIPOEKT
Oerre mmpobsieMaTuueH. PoMuTe HeMaaT TeHJAEHIIHja Jia
ce obpakaar 3a oMol kaj Biactute (ocBeH Bo lleHTa-
POT 3a conujayiHa paboTa, Kora ce BO Mpallambe Iapu).
YHXIP uMm nmomaraiie Ha PomuTe u jma M pasbepar
cBOHMTE IpaBa O6a3uMpaHW HAa HUBHHUOT CTAaTyC U HUBHMU-
Te IpaBa Ha Bpakarmbe M PEKOHCTPYKIIMja BO JOMOBHUTE,
HCTH KaKO W Ha JIPYTUTE paceseHu juia. Bo 2003 roz.,
pOMCKHUTe Hacesbu Oea 3HauuTeseH mpobsiem. Hako
PoMuTe co reHepanuu jKHMBeeja Ha HCTa 3eMja, TOa HE
3HAYeIIle JIeKa ja moceyBaaT. [opuiia, capaeBCKU KBapT,

Roma in Bosnia-Herzegovina: A Gendered Gaze at the Politics of Roma, (I)NGOs, and the State

When I spoke with Kim, Associate Protection Officer,
UNHCR, she explained that they began working with
Roma in 1999 when large number of Romani refugees
from Kosovo began arriving in Bosnia. According to Kim,
until 1999, Roma were practically unknown to the inter-
national community, which was more concerned with
the political balance between Serbs, Croats, and Bosni-
acs. In the summer of 2003, UNHCR was having a prob-
lem defining Roma on an institutional level. UNHCR
focuses on mandates, on the situation, not on specific
ethnic groups. For example, evictions happen all over
the country to everyone; therefore UNHCR cannot focus
on specific ethnicities.

Kim was working specifically on housing issues, docu-
mentation and registration of Roma, and on providing
training to local legal aid centers combating racial dis-
crimination. The goal of the project was to assist Roma
in benefiting from legal aid centers. However, Roma
are not used to positive outcomes from authorities, so
the project was challenging. Roma tend not turn to lo-
cal authorities for help (other than the Center for Social
Work in regards to welfare monies). UNHCR was also
helping Roma to understand their rights based on their
status, and on their rights of return and reconstruction,
the same as other displaced persons. In 2003, Romani
settlements were a significant problem. Even if Roma
lived on the same land for generations, they did not ne-
cessarily own it. Gorica, a section of Sarajevo, is the only
Romani settlement that has seen tangible results, and
Romani activist Dervo Sejdic was instrumental in this
process.
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€ eZIMHCTBEeHaTa POMCKa Hacesi0a BO KOja MMa OIHUILIUBU
pe3ysTaT, 1 POMCKHOT akTuBHCT JlepBo Cejauk momo-
T'Ha BO OBOj IPOIIEC.

Pomckute HBO mmaaT pa3BUeHO KpeaTUBHU CTpare-
T'UU 32 paboTerme co MefyHapoHATa 3aeJHUIIA, 0COOEHO
0 Mpalnramara Ha puHaHcupame. [IMHOK, KOj uMa pa-
6oreHo co Pomure Bo Byrapwuja, o6jacuyBa: ,IlonHaky
Ka’KaHo, JIyreTo BO ¢poHpanuuTe 6ea KpeaTHBHHU CO KOH-
nentute kou UM ru HamerHa HBO crpykrypata, u tv
KOpHCTea 3a MPaKTHYHU Ieu. 3aroa, Pomckure ¢oH-
Jlalliy TH WHKOPIIOpHpAaa ‘3allaIHUTE BPEIHOCTU TaKa
IITO /la MOKAT JIa TU HaIllpaBaT Ba)KHU 3a HUB CAaMHTE
kako Pomu...“ (2002, 247). Maory HBO Bo BochHa nmaar
0dOpPMEHO KpeaTHBHU CTPATETHH 3a Jia ja 3a00MKOJIaT
3alla/iHaTa MOJINTHKA, HO TOa He € JiecHO. UyB /ieKa eJieH
0J1 POMCKHUTe JINIEPH Bo BoCcHA He TH yIIOTpeOwII mapuTe
TO TH JOOWJI 32 OApe/ieH MPOEKT 3a 0Opa3oBaHUE HA
POMCKHTE Jlella OHaKa KaKo IITO MpetokmiI. Hamecro
TOa, TU IMOTPOIIIKJI 32 /Ia OJTU Ha CBETCKA KOH(epeHIIhja
Ha Pomute Bo I'primja 1 He ro JOOWI OCTATOKOT Of GHU-
HAHCHUTE.

Ha 3aximydam, pomckute HBO ce coouyBaatr co MHOTry
MPEIU3BUIIM BO PAMKHTE Ha PACTEUKHOT TIparaHCKH
CeKTOp Ha ommrectBOTO BO bocHa. Op egHa crpaHa,
MeryHapOJHATa 3aeIHUIIA HAMETHYBA 3aMaIHU UJIEN 32
MIPOEKTHU U MPEMOPAKU 3a 3ajaKHyBakbe Ha rparaHCKOTO
OIIIITECTBO Ha MAaTPOHM3WPAUKU HAuWH. Mako aemo-
KpaTcKaTa peTopuKa 3ajJi OBHE MpOrpaMH BKJIydyBa
€IMHCTBO U M0100ap IMpHUCTAll /10 IPOTPaAMHTE 3a CUTE,
BO peasHocta 1 MHBO ce e ox morosiema riiobanHa,
pacHa ¥ poZiloBa HEPAMHOTEKA, KOJallITO ja IIPEBU/yBaaT
MmoeMHINTE KoW paborar 3a HuB. Of Jpyra cTpaHa,
HUBHATa MOJJIPIIKA Ha POMCKHOT IparaHCKU CEKTOP Ha
OTIIIITECTBOTO Oellle KOPHCHA 32 3T0JIEMYBAhETO Ha Ipa-
Bata Ha Pomure. Mako Hekou He-pomcku HBO mounaa

Romani NGOs have developed creative strategies for
working with the international community, especially in
regards to funding. Pinnock, who has worked with Roma
in Bulgaria, explains, “Put another way, those within the
foundation were being creative with concepts imposed
on them by the NGO structure and using them for practi-
cal ends. Roma/Gypsy foundations therefore have incor-
porated ‘Western’ values in such a way as to make them
relevant to themselves as Roma/Gypsies ...” (2002, 247).
Many NGOs in Bosnia have also fashioned creative stra-
tegies and ways of getting around Western policy, but it
is not easy. I heard that one of the Romani leaders in
Bosnia did not use the money he received for a proposal
on the education of Romani children in the way that he
proposed. Rather, he used the money to attend a world
Romani conference in Greece and did not receive the
rest of his funds.

In conclusion, Romani NGOs face many challenges with-
in the burgeoning civil society sector in Bosnia. On the
one hand, the international community imposes West-
ern notions of projects and recommendations for the
growth of civil society in a patronizing manner. While
the democratic rhetoric behind these programs includes
equality and better access to programs for everyone, in
reality, INGOs too are part of larger global racialized, gen-
dered economic imbalances, which are often overlooked
by those individuals who work for them. On the other
hand, their support of the Romani civil society sector has
been instrumental in the growth of Roma rights. While
some non-Romani NGOs have begun to acknowledge
Romani organizations at meetings, they often display a

’_12_1_|



122

Jennifer Erickson Roma in Bosnia-Herzegovina: A Gendered Gaze at the Politics of Roma, (I)NGOs, and the State

Jla TH KaHAaT POMCKHTE OPTaHM3alli{ Ha COCTAHOIIH,
THE YeCTO To IMOKa’KyBaaT MEHTAJIUTETOT ,O00BUHH ja
JKpTBaTa“ M TM JKUTOCyBaaT poMckute juzepu u HBO
0e3 /a ce OCBpPHAT Ha KpajHUTE eI U MOCJIETUIN Ha
pacuzmot. PoMckuTe JTHiepy ce MPUCUIEHH TOBTOPHO
¥ TIOBTOPHO /1a 300pyBaar 3a CBOUTE MPOOIEMU, U YECTO
Ce YyBCTBYBaaT MMapaIM3UPAHH, 3AIIITO MHOTY MAJIKy He-
poMcku HBO wiu BjaiMHU areHIINH ce BOJIHU J]a CMHUC-
JIaT KOHKPETHU CTPATETHH 32 MOA00PyBabe Ha JKUBOTOT
Ha Pomure. VcTo Taka, MHOTY POMCKH JIMJIEPU CE MK
¥ TU 3al0CTaByBaaT mocebHUTe moTpebu Ha PoMkure.
3aBUCHO 07 IEPCIIEKTUBATA, MOTpebuTe Ha PomuTe ce
CaMOBOJIHO IIPOIIEHETH, U BO MTOTOJIEMHOT OPOj caydawu,
notpebuTe Ha PomkuTe ce rpybo 3amocraBeHu. Co 1es
Jla ja moyobpuMe cutyarjata Ha Pomure u PoMkuTe BO
Bocna u Ha ApyTH MecTa, Mopame 1o/106po fia pazbepeme
KaKO pacHara JAUCKPUMHHAIM]jA JIejCTBYBa HA JIOKAITHU
¥ Ha MelyHapOJHU HUBOA M KAKO 3aeMHO JI€jCTByBaaT
oBue ¢popmu Ha pacuzaM. OBa 3HAYH JIEKa [TOETUHITUTE
kou paborat Bo MHBO mopa ga ru ucnuraat hpopmu-
Te Ha JMCKPUMUHAIMja BO COTICTBEHUTE HAIIMOHATHU
JIPPKaBH, U /1a He ja HAMETHYBaaT PeTOpPUKaTa Ha ,,JIeMO-
KkpaTuja“ 6e3 aJ[eKBaTHO /1a T MIPEUCITUTAAT IPUIUHUTE
IITO CTOjaT 3aj] MefyHApPOHUTE, HAIIMOHAJIHUTE U JIO-
KasiHuTe (popMH Ha pacusam, Kjiacusam u cekcusam. Ce
coryiacyBaM CO POMCKHUTE aKTHBUCTH JleKa MOBeKe He-
Pomu Tpeba ga copaboTyBaaT U JIMYHO Jla TH BHAT yC-
JIOBUTE BO KOH KHBEAT TOJIKY MHOTY POMM, HO €THAKBO
€ BJKHO J1a ce paboTH co He-PomuTe Ha ypuBatbe Ha pac-
HUTE CTEPEOTHUIIN U JIa Ce CIpeyuaT TeKOBHUTEe (GOPMH Ha
3aII0CTaByBaIbe U JUCKPUMUHAIH]A.

[TpeBox 071 AaHTJINCKH ja3uK: JaHA JAKUMOBCKA

blame-the-victim mentality and tokenize Romani lead-
ers and NGOs without addressing the ultimate causes
and consequences of racism. Romani leaders are forced
to reiterate the same problems over and over again and
often feel paralyzed because so few non-Romani NGOs
or governmental agencies are willing to come up with
concrete strategies to improve the lives of Roma. Many
Romani leaders are also male and neglect the specific
needs of Romani women. Depending on the perspective,
the needs of Roma are arbitrarily assessed, and in most
cases, Romani women’s needs are grossly neglected. In
order to improve the situation for Romani men and wo-
men in Bosnia and elsewhere, we must better understand
how racialization operates at local and international lev-
els and how these forms of racism interact. This means
that individuals working for INGOs must interrogate
their own nation-state’s forms of discrimination, and not
impose the rhetoric of “democracy” without adequately
questioning the reason behind international, national,
and local forms of racism, classism, and sexism. I agree
with Romani activists that more non-Roma must work
with and physically see the conditions under which so
many Roma live, but it is equally important to work with
non-Roma in challenging racialized stereotypes and to
prevent on-going forms of neglect and discrimination.
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benewku:

3a BpeMe Ha BojHaTa o7 1992-1995, ,Bommwak” (Bosnjak)
€ 3aMeHeT CO TEPMHUHOT ,,bocarcku Myciuman.“ Toj ce of-
HECyBa Ha eTHMYKATA U KyJITypHA IPUIAAHOCT, a He U Ha
penurujaTa, 3alITo He ce cuTe Bolmany MyciimMaHu.

IToBekero Pomu Bo BocHa ce uaeHTU(GUKYyBaaT KaKO MycC-
JuMaHu. PoMure Bo Apyrure 7ieJI0BU Ha MOpaHeIrHa Jy-
rocimaBuja u Mcrouna EBpoma mmaaT TeHAeHIHja [a ce
uneHTU(PUKyBaaT co MHO3MHCKaTa penuruja. Ha mpumep,
nmoBekero Pomu Bo CpOuja ce mpaBocaaBHY, U MHOTY PoMu
BO XpBaTcCKa ce KaTOJIUIIH.

Bu cakana ja ja uckaxkam mojaTta GsaromapHoct Ha Okc-
am 3a buHaHCHPame HA HCTPAXKYBAETO IITO I'O CIIPOBE-
JIOBMe 3aeJlHO co Kosiemkure ox Meauka MHdoTeka BO
[IEPUOOT Mely 1999 1 2000 rOAUHA, KAKO U 34 IIOKPUBa-
b€ Ha TPOIIOIUTE 3a IyOauKyBame. CUTe MHTEPBjya CHHU-
MEHHM BO JIETOTO 2000 U 2003 roji. 6ea TpaHCKpUOHUpaHu
on wieHoBu Ha Menuka Mudoreka. ['m mpeBesioB curte
HMHTEpBjya oJ1 60CAaHCKH Ha aHIJIUCKH. ['U CpeuB UHTEP-
BjyaTa KOpHCTejku [] 3a MOUTe KOMEHTAPH; ,,[...]" WK ,,..."
MHIANMpPaaT KaJie CyM OTCTPaHUIa UIN IIpeypeauia 360p,
peyeHunna uan nacyc. Mcro taka, OTCTpaHUB HEKOH IIOB-
TOpyBaHU (Ppas3y KOPUCTEHHU O] CTPAHA Ha HEKOW POMCKHU
MIOEIMHIM. 3arpajiy ce KOPUCTAT 34 JIa yKaXkaT IITO HEKOj
IIOEIMHEI] KaXKaJl MJIH MUCJIE BO IIPUIOT Ha IIUTHUPAHHOT
macyc. Yrnorpebysam ,, - “ 1a ykazkaM Ha II0/I0JIra [1ay3a BO
pedyeHunIaTa 1 3aupKa 3a IOKpaTKUTe ay3u. I'o yrnorpe-
oysam 360porT ,PoM“ 3a e/leH pOMCKHU ITOeAnHeEl, 300pOT
»,POMHU“ 3a TOBeKe 07 €/IeH,; ,POMCKH" € IMPH/aBKa HJIN
MMEHKa 32 POMCKHOT ja3uK; Ha IPUMED, POMCKUTE KEHU
36opyBaat poMmcku. 360pot [JueaH e popma BO eTHHHA 32
Gipsy Ha 6ocanckH, a IJueaHu e MHOXKUHA; PoMm u Pomu ce
dopmu 3a exHMHA U MHOKMHA Ha O0caHCKU. 360pOBUTE
BO UTAJHK BO TEKCTOT CE€ WX OOCAHCKM, WJIM IIpalliaiba
BO MHTepBjyara. Ha KpajoT, cuTe HMHEba BO TEKCTOT Ce
IICEBAOHMMU, OCBEH HEKOHM Ha POMCKHUTE AKTHBUCTH MU
yeHoBU Ha Mennka MHdoTeka Kou IPeTIIoYnTaa UIH Ha
KOU HE UM IIpedelle a ' KOPUCTaM HUBHUTE BUCTHHCKU
HMUIbA.

Notes:

1.

During the 1992-1995 war, “Bosniac” (Bosnjak) replaced
the term “Bosnian Muslims.” It is an ethnic and cultural
term, not a religious one, as not all Bosniacs are practicing
Muslims.

Most Roma in Bosnia identify themselves as Muslim.
Roma in other parts of the former Yugoslavia and Eastern
Europe tend to identify with the religious majority. For
example, most Roma in Serbia are Orthodox and many
Roma in Croatia are Catholic.

I want to express my gratitude to Oxfam for funding the
research that my Medica Infoteka colleagues and I com-
pleted from 1999-2000, including publication costs. All of
the interviews that were recorded during the summer of
2000 and 2003 were transcribed by members of Medica
Infoteka. I translated all of the interviews from Bosnian
into English. I edited the interviews by using [] for my
own comments; “[...]” or “...” indicate where I removed or
rearranged a word, sentence, or passage. I also removed
some repetitive phrases used by some Romani individu-
als. Parentheses are used to indicate what an individual
said or meant in addition to the quoted passage. I use “—”
to indicate a longer pause in the sentence and a comma
for shorter pauses. I use the word, “Rom” for one Romani
individual, the word “Roma” for more than one individual;
“Romani” is an adjective or the noun for the Romani lan-
guage; for example, Romani women speak Romani. The
word, Cigan is the singular form for Gypsy in Bosnian and
Cigani is plural; Rom and Romi are the singular and plu-
ral forms in Bosnian. Italicized words within the text are
either Bosnian words or the interviews’ questions. Finally,
all of the names in this text are pseudonyms except for the
some of the Romani activists and members of Medica In-
foteka who preferred or did not mind that I used their real
names.
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Bnaromapua cym na IREX (the International Research
& Exchanges Board) Bo ckion nHa IARO (Individual and
Advanced Research Opportunities) u za CSWS (the Cen-
ter for the Study of Women in Society) o Yauepaurte-
TOT BOo OperoH 3a puHaAHCUpame HA MOETO MarucTepcKo
HCTPaKyBame BO JIETOTO 2003 TOJUHA.

Bo MOjoT MarucTepcKu Tpy/I, Ce OCBPHAB I0/1/Ia00KO HA BP-
CKaTaIoMery IOpPaHeNHATAjYTOCIOBEHCKa KOMyHUCTUIKA
Byaza U Pomure, ocobeHO 110 MpamameTo Ha PoMkuTe.

Curte oBHe OpOjku Oea CTATUCTUYKU 3HAYAJHU CO P-BPE-
HocTH>0.005 (Medica Infoteka 2001, 31-33).

Temko e To4HO 7@ ce mporeHu 6pojot Ha PomuTte Bo Boc-
Ha, 3alITO MHOTY Off HUB He ce UeHTU(}UKyBaaT cebecu
kako Pomu. OcBeH Toa, OTKaKo 3aBpINU BojHATa Bo Boc-
Ha He e HalpaBeH IIONNC, a MHOTY PoMu nounHaa uiu ja
HAaIyIITHja 3eMjaTa.

AnTtpomosiorot Xapen-boua (Harrell-Bond, 1995) ce Hazio-
Bp3yBa Ha ITOMMOT Ha moaapok Ha Mapcen Mayc (Marcel
Mauss, 1925) BO Hej3uHATa KPUTUKA HAa MelyHAPOTHUTE
XyMaHUTapHU OPTaHU3ALUH, U TIOKOHKPETHO BPCKaTa Ha
THE OpraHu3aIuy co Oerannure. CMeTaM Jieka Hej3aHATa
paboTa Moke Jia ce mpuMeHHU U Ha jokasHuTe HBO KoM
“MaaT ImoBeke MOK O HEKOU APYTH, IITO € IMOKA’KaHO CO
norpebara Ha CMaWsI oJ] MalllMHA 3a MHUIIyBame. Xapes-
Bon TBp/iM /ieka MOMOIITA T'O IOHU?KYBa OHOj KOj ja IMpH-
Ma, 0co0eHO Kora HeMa HaMepa (M MOKHOCT) €THAKBO
Jla ce BO3BPATH; ,UMHOT Ha J]aBaIb€e HE € CAMO MEXaHUUKH;
IIO/IAPOKOT 'l IepUHUPA OJTHOCUTE HA CTATyC U MOK KOU
rnocrojaT nmomery aBaresioT u mpumaresor” (Harell-Bond
1995, 149). [Tomaporute He moaraaT 6e3 KOPHUCTO/BYOUE,
6e3 pasyivka Jayiu ce Of] pKaBaTa WU Of HMOEJUHIU
(Ibid). He my mamoBMe MalluHa 3a MUIlyBarmbe Ha CMar,
HO TOj HU o0jacHH Jileka He 61 OWJI BO MOKHOCT MaTEPH-
JaUTHO Ja HU BO3BpaTH Ha HUTY eJleH HauwmH. OBa (psa
CBETJIMHA BP3 pasjnKaTa Bo MOKTa nomery Menvka H-
doreka, mokasHara Aconujanuja Ha Pomute u meHe. 3a
oBa 300pyBaM ITO/IOJTY.

4.

I am grateful to IREX (the International Research & Ex-
changes Board) under IARO (Individual and Advanced
Research Opportunities) and CSWS (the Center for the
Study of Women in Society) at the University of Oregon
for funding my Master’s research in the summer of 2003.

In my Master’s paper, I addressed the relationship between
the former Yugoslav communist government and Roma in
more depth, especially in regards to Romani women.

All of these figures were statistically significant with p-va-
lues>0.005 (Medica Infoteka 2001, 31-33).

It is difficult to accurately estimate the number of Roma
in Bosnia because many Roma do not identify themselves
as Roma. Moreover, a census has not been completed in
Bosnia since the war ended and many Roma died or left
the country.

Anthropologist Harrell-Bond (1995) builds upon Marcel
Mauss’s (1925) notion of the gift in her critique of inter-
national aid organizations, and more specifically aid or-
ganizations’ relationships with refugees. I think her work
can be extended to local NGOs who have more power than
others which is demonstrated by Smail’s need for a type-
writer. Harrell-Bond asserts that aid debases the one who
receives, especially when there is no intention (or ability)
to reciprocate; “the act of giving is not simply mechanical;
the gift defines the status and power relationships which
exist between the giver and the one who receives it” (Har-
rell-Bond 1995, 149). Gifts do not come without self-inte-
rest whether given by the state or by individuals (Ibid). We
did not give Smail a typewriter, but he explained that he
would not be able to reciprocate any material assistance in
the same manner in which it is received. This sheds light
on a power differential between Medica Infoteka, the local
Romani Association, and me. I discuss this more below.
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9. IloBeke 3a pa3TMYHUTE EPCIEKTUBU IIITO MOUTE KOJIEIIKH
U jac rd UMaBMe 3a cuTyanujata Ha Pomute, Buau Erick-
son 2003. Bo oBoj Tpyx ru onuinaB IpeAU3BULIUTE CO
KOU Ce€ COOYMB IIPH 3aBPIIyBale HAa IPOEKTOT, IIOPaJU
pa3JIMYHUTe IMepPCHEeKTUBU 3a PoMmmuTe u 3a ompeneinba-
Ta Ha (eMUHU3MOT, I[eJIUTE HA IIPOEKTOT, U IITO MOUTE
KOJIEIIIKY U jac Hay4YuBMe eHU OJf IPYTH 32 BpeEMe Ha IIpo-
eKTOT co Pomkure.

10. OBa CTOjaJIHIITE IIPOUBJIETYBA O/ IUCKYCHja TIOCIIE e/leH
MMaHeJl Ha KOj ce NMPETCTAaBUB HA TOAMIIHATA cpefda Ha
AMepHKaHCKaTa aHTPOIIOJIOIIKA acolujanuja Bo Ywuka-
ro, Ununouc, 19-23 HOeMBpHU, 2003. IIpodecopor Ctus
CamIICOH yKa)ka Ha OBOj MOMEHT BO BPCKa CO HACJIOBOT
Ha HaIWoT naHer, ,HB-Orpu? EtHorpadcku norsieau Ha
cTpaHckaTa romot 3a sxeHckute HBO Bo HMcrouna EBpo-
ma u KaBkackuot peruos.”

11. 3a noBeke nHGOpPMAIIUK 32 0OPA30BaHUETO U POMHUTE BO
O0ocaHckute yumaiTa, Buau ERRC 2004.

12. 3a moBeke nHGpOpPMAIIU BO BpCcKa cO POMHUTE 1 TIOBOEHUTE
mpaBa Ha JjoMyBame, Buiu ERRC 2004.

bubnuorpadmia:

Anthias, Floya and Nira Yuval-Davis in association with
Harriet Cain. Racialized Boundaries: Race, Nation,
Gender, Colour and Class and the Anti-racist Struggle.
London and New York: Routledge, 1992.

Barany, Zoltan. The East European Gypsies: Regime Change,
Marginality, and Ethnopolitics. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2002.

Bitu, Nicoleta. “The Challenges of and for Romani Women.”
Roma Rights 4 (2004): Budapest: European Roma
Rights Center. Also available online at http://www.errc.
org/cikk.php?cikk=1348&archiv=1.

Colas, Dominique. “ Civil Society: from Utopia to Management,
from Marxism to Anti-Marxism.” In Nations, Identities,

9. For more on the different perspectives between my co-
lleagues and me on the situation of Roma, and more spe-
cifically Romani women, see Erickson 2003. In this paper,
I described the challenges I faced in completing the project
due to different perspectives on Roma and in the defini-
tion of feminism, the goals of the project, and what my co-
lleagues and I learned from one another during the project
with Romani women.

10. This point stems from a discussion after a panel on which
I presented at the American Anthropological Association
annual meeting in Chicago, IL, November 19-23, 2003.
Professor Steve Sampson aptly raised this point in refe-
rence to our panel’s title, “NG-Ogres? Ethnographic Views
of Foreign Aid to Women’s NGOs in Eastern Europe and
the Caucasus.”

11. For more information on education and Roma in Bosnia
schools, see ERRC 2004.

12. For more information regarding Roma and post-war hou-
sing rights, see ERRC 2004.
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