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Metap Kpcres
Llenara Ha
amHe3ujara

HHTepnpeTayum Ha
seHperata so Anfiaumja

Cedlax, wma Hewtlo od Aallaneyoil ao cuille Hac,
Hxal Xacan, 1903: 143

Tonkyearse Ha AnbaHuja

AnbanuuTe NOTEKHYBAAT 0F crapure Hawps, op kow rm
HaCAENHe Ja3HKoT, oDHYAHTE M, A0 DAPEIEH CTeneH,
TPAARIHOHATHHTE 3AK0HCKH CHOTeMH, OHa 100 HARKCTHHA
ROSHEMH[YEA ki anfaHcKaTa HETOPHja & eKa AVPH I Hasn Iy
TPHBHJATHETE RCKA3H, KAKO OROj, HE MOJKE A4 ce kamarT Gea pa
op pasiyn DyXoT HA MHETOCIOTHAauMaTa”, He apaeme peuncn
nnrro g Hapere, 0cBeR TOA A2Ka AHBEETE HA 3ANALHHOT Kpaj
0/1 BaKaRCKHOT NONYOCTPOR A0 5-0T HIH 6-0T BEX 0] HalaTs
epa. [oroa um ce ryln cekoja Tpara, xako u Ha Tpaknre,
Apapure, BuauroTere, Jakdre B MEORY JPYIH IJEMUHI 1
TASMERCEH COjyaH 01 Tof neprod. Cera, oroj MHT He CaMO [T
c# TPETHPA KAKO ABTEHTHYER BO HCTOPUCKHTE HAITACH 33
AnGauuja gewee (Tlono-Tlyto, 1981:240; Crenan, 1967:115;
Jorepeyn, 1977:16), TYEY B HEKOAKY DPOMYEHH 3anagHn
MOSHABAYH HEKPHTHYEN ja npudaThja 0Basa HAWHOHATHO-
pomMaHTHYapcka nozrrja (Jenanm, 1977:223; Weswn, 1901:34;
Focra, 1905:1). CRenTAUMTE HE NOTCRTYRAAT AEKA nefarara 3a
HAHPCROTO NOTEKA0 Bina noTHEcHaTa goO 1950-THTE of
murraropor Exsep Xoga, 33 KOTO €O CHTYPHOCT HAEME [IeKd

Péter Krasztev

The Price of
Amnesia

Interpretations of
vendetta in Albania

Still, there's a little of the Albanton in all of us.
Thab Hassan, 1993:143

An interpretable Albania

The Albanians are descended from the ancient lyrians, from
whom they inherited their language, customs and, to some ex-
tent, traditional legal systems. What is really disturbing about
Albanian history is that even apparently trivial statements like
this cannot be ventured without raising the spectre of
“mythologisation”. We know almost nothing of the Illyrians, ex-
eept that they populated the Western end of the Balkan penin-
sula until the 5 or 6% Century AD. Then all trace of them is lost,
like the Traks, Avars, Visigoths, Daks and numerous other tribes
and tribal alliapces of the period. However, not only is this ori-
gin myth treated as authentic in historical writings about Alba-
nia today (Pollo-Puto, 1981:240; Skendi, 1967:115; Logoreci,
1977:16), hut a number of well known Western scholars have
also adopted this national romanticist position uncritically
{Jelavich, 1977:223, Schevill, 1001:34; Costa, 1995:1). Sceptics
remind us that the debate on Hlyrian origins was suppressed in
the 19505 by the dictator Enver Hoxha, about whom we know
for sure that ancient history was not his strongest expertise
{Lubonja, 1999:2),
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AHTHYKATA HCTOPH]A He My Guna najjaxa crpana (Jlyvioma,
19049:2),

He caxam, HITTY K MOMAM, A2 333EMAM CTAE 33 HAJCVTITHHITTE
TOYFH HA OPAINakeTo 38 agdanckaTa eTHoreneaa. Co onoj
HpHMEp jAC CaMO C¢akaM g3 CH HAYCTPHPAM peqMcH
GECROAEYHITE MOMHOCTH IITO A0AHCKATA HOTOPH]A 1M TH HY/TH
Ha CHTC OHHE KOH O KE0ja DHA0 npu4uHa cakaaT Ja ro
PEHMTEDTPETHPGAT |/ HAK DEROHCTPYIPAAT MEHATOTO, H A1
MOKAEAM KOJEY Tda € NOJ/KHA HE MAHHITYIATHBHH AT/,
Co TEXOT HA RPEMEeTo 0f MEHVEA CAM0 HAMEPATA Ha TOUIKYRIHITE,

HapaseHa B0 Metadopi.

Ha no4eToknRoT Ha ABSECETTHOT Bk, He Bea casMo aporaHTHHTE
CTPEHITH OHHE KNt MBCTER J0Ka  3eMjaTa e camo  reorpadosi
napaa™ (Byxme, 1911:87). lyps o npenaruTe anfaHexm TATPHOTH
fea npEMOpaHH 04 TPHSHAAT JEKH KOA C¢ JOHECYRAIIe
Jexnapauujata HA HedaBMCHOCTA BO 1912, AnBaHnja HE
PACTIOTATAINE HI 0O HAMOCHOBHITE HECTHTYIHOHATHN PAMEH Ha
ApxasHininrree, Mutxar $pamepu, Koj ce cMeTH 23 TATEO Ha
AHAHCKHOT HATHOHATHIAM, OTBOPEHO 1 HCKPEHO I ek
HAIDjaTa Ce QOPMHDPANE O] KOHCIOMEPAT [WIEMEHCKE KIaHOBH
(omrrpano kaj Tybosa, 1999:1). On Fepmanija oo Maresousja,
CeKOja UEeHTPANHO W HCTOMHOEBPONCKA HALMIA Koja oo
FAMO0UHVEAE CTHTHATA A0 TPAanAT0 Ha TPk pHEITEO, Gina
CODMEHA CO MPOOAEMOT HA COJHARARE HA HAHOHATHHOT
WAEHTHTET: OCHOBHATA Ted e A4 ce HAeHTH(HKYRaaT
CONCTRRAHKTE KAPAKTEPHCTHRE COSTIHHMHM 33 HAMjATA™, KO
'l THEPLIIRPAaT 07l HEBHHTE COCRMTH, JPYriTe”,

Ja AnQaHuETe, DBA NpAMAKLE HEMAIle TECHO PENIEHHE,
Hacenennero so semjata Beme JenyMuo MYCAHMAHCKD,
ASNYMHD KATONMYKO W NPABOCTAREO- XPHCTH]AHCKD - T4 THEA,
BP2 OCHORA Hil peTHrHjata, ANDANIHTE MOED 14 06 CMETAaT 3a
Jenon Cplerre ww Hranajasmere, na gvps s Typoare, (Boegua
of weropite necs, Baco Manra, romemuor noer Ha pauidiga,
HANHOHLTHATA PEHecaHc, npOOYEA i3 1o HaMEHe npoirepoT

I don't wish to, nor could 1, take a stance on the intricacies of the
question of AThanian ethno-genesis'. With this example T simply
wish to illnstrate the almost limitless possibilities offered by Al-
banian history to all those who wish to reinterpret and/or re-
construct the past for whatever reason, and how suited it is to
manipulative agendas, In the course to time it is only the inten-
tiens of the interpreters, expressed in metaphors, that changes.

At the beginning of the Twentieth Century it was not onby arro-
gant foreignens who thought that *the country is merely a »geo-
graphieal expressions" (Woods, 1911:87). Even committed Al-
banian patriots were compelied to recognise that at the time of
the declaration of independence in 1912 Albania did not dispose
of even the most fundamental institutional frameworks of state-
hood, Mithat Frashiéri, who is considered the father of Albanian
nationalism, admitted openly and frankly that the nation had to
b forged out of a conglomeration of tribal clans (cited in Lubonja,
19499:1). From Germany 1o Macedonia, every Central and East-
ern European nation that arrived belatedly at the question of
statehood was confronted with the problem of creating national
identity: the essential issue was to identify their own "nation
specific” characteristics which differentiated them from their
neighbours, the “others”,

Nor was this issue eazily resolvable for the Albanians, The
country's population were part Maslim, part Catholic and Or-
thodox Christian — on the basis of religion, therefore, Albanians
could consider themselves as appertaining to the Serbs or Ttal-
ians or even the Turks. (In one of his poems, Vaso Pasha, the
great poet of rilindija, the *national renaissance”, attempted to
overcome the problem with the following formula: *The religion
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coo caeHaka dopmyna: Penarajata na AnbanuuTe e
tegrfanexocra”) JIHHrRICTHY KOTO 8AHACTHD, KARD TEDPETCKA
ppicka, CE KpmH Kaj pexata MeymOHE: HaceAeHHETD 01
(¢ BEPHILOT | 0 fyseroT Gper Bo npakTHkaTa Meryeebuo eanaj
v pazbnpa (HOpMATHIANIATE I YHEDHESIN]AT HE JasHRoT
1CT0 TAKA C8 ZUBKAT Bi JIHHTBHCTIMEHTE Hatopa® va Ensep
Wi,

Hury nax sexoja pedeepenna Ha sagTindgo (Hannoagno)
siHATO Acara mpeaniy. Guaejkn anbanckata BeTopnja, 3a
[MECTHES O GHAA Fl TPYTHTe Samsa sck HapOTe, He o8 Riomysa
i OfPAseRoT: TANKAE - KOHCOMHANpane - (RMiepijaida)
LIATHA ePd = &Dﬂfﬂlﬁ&—'l}’pl:‘rm POIIETHO = HEAERWCHACT, (O 0T
O OACCYES HASOUIOMKATE AEHTHMHSAIA]L 38 TOCTOERETD HA
T TRRARA RO THE APVTH Barsanck senji. Raso nocnetint
i oBd, AnDEHIHTE HHKOTAIT HEe KOHCTRYHPAR METONOUTKO-
HETOPHEKH HAPAHA OF THIOOT  Hie ,ﬂ.l:':lj,tlﬂ[m{ﬁ'l'.l'![ HEKAIE, HRNTE
Wit e npeq Hac”, ¥ TAKA Ha MOCTOSIHETO Ha HALMjaTa MY
E0CTACYBA OHO] BHA HCTOPHCKR TETEOJ0MIKR HeNat Koj
nnchopeanpra aa GVIERETO HA HAMOHANHATA CHECT 30 COCO/HIHTE
TR

[1a Taxa, ga Anfiandja OPH KPajoT HA MEEATAOT Bk # Tpefane
Werro gpyro. Pemenmero feme ko maejara fexa ANDAHIETE I
NaceTiUie HABHETE TEPHTOPHH 0 IPAcTapH EPeMHE B JeKa
Wil HIBHETE moToMiH Tpeba Ja By ce 3afaarogape o rH
MYBLTE AHTHYKATE TPATHITHE, HHCTHTYUHE H 3aK0HCKR
citerenit, Co Jpyrs 300POBH, 34 TOA LI 0CTAHANE HEJ0NPEeHI.
[ oL ae noeHoCTaBeH  (opMa, oHa 1ITo ATDaseIoT T0 DPasH
o THIOPOT KM CITe ORI HIA HCTOPH]ATA A3 0 DOBGIAT TYiH
ey Ha Anfianenor sy e kago goma(T.e, so Anfanmja)
FIMU B0 PAMENTE HA CONCTREHMTE APRPOTHE" HHCTHTYIMH,
{ bty IEHTEPITPETAIL]A HE HCTOPIaTa 1 HASHTHTETOT HE Mo
1 ee OAeaH H 0 ToCeBHEOT CTATYC HA DAAHNHCEMTE

cpiimopun 8o Cesepra AnBannja. Tamy, naeMeHcknTE
CUITFTECTIEHN OHOCH MpERHBeaja o Ji0 CPETIEATE HA BEKOT,
I KOMYHHCTHTE CTAMIGA Ha rtacT. OfHMajHoT TPER OncToja

of Albanians is Albanian-ness”). Linguistic unity, as a theoreti-
cal bind, falls at the Shlkumbin river: the inhabitants of the north-
ern and southern banks barely understand each other in prac-
tice (the normalisation and unification of the langnage is simi-
larly eredited to the “linguistic labours” of Enver Hoxha)®

Nor was reference to a common (national) past a viable option
since Albanian history, unlike that of the other Balkan peoples,
eould not be made to fit the pattern of wanderings-settlement-
consolidation-(imperial) golden age-decline-Turkish oppres-
sion—independence, which facilitated the ideological
legitimisation of the existence of the new state in those other
Balkan countries. The consequences of this were that Albanians
never constructed a mythological-historical narrative of the type
“we came from somewhere, our goal is ahead of us”, and so the
nation’s existence lacks the kind of historical teleological stamp
which informed the awakening of national consciousness in the
neighbouring countries.

So something else was needed in Alhania at the end of the last
century. The solution was found in the idea that Albanians had
inhabited their territories from ancient times and that their de-
seendants eould be thanked for having preserved ancient tradi-
tions, institutions and legal systems. For having, in other words,
remained nntouched. In an extremely simplified form, what
makes an Albanian Albanian is resistance to all the attempts to
inteoduce foreign institutions throughout history: Albanian only
feel at home (i.e. in Albania) within their own “natural” instit-
tioms, And this interpretation of history and identity cannot be
separated from the peculiar status of the North Albanian moun-
tain territories. There, tribal social relations survived rght up
omtil the middle of this century when the communists came Lo
power. Custom law remained in operation in the highlands, and
it was this “living”, in wive, tradition that proved too strong a
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HIMAMHHIITEOT: c0 Koe emoxpatckaTa naprija #a bepuma
rober na Hatopure Bo maj 1996, Osoj duer i Heme noanar
HA CcTpasckuTe HabBY[yRauH, HO THE C€ BOIAPIRAA OF
MPELTAT e CAHKITE, CAxajin 1a ja sajpar  cTabnanoera 8o
PErHOHDT',

Bammrre” nexoe gpese hyERionipas Jobpo. Jyfero Macosno
TH NPOAABEA CROHTE HMOTH ¥ J0 WINKYERA ceruja TapHIER BO
MPERETS CAHKIMOEAPERS 08 npukarara, OHpe KO0 BACEKEA RO
CPBETE HEROMKY MECELE, BOVIHOCT, H306po sapatorwgs. Toram
CHEME TRpH H AVTETO, KOM Befe TH HMAA NPOJAREHD CRONTE KYRHE
H CTafE, CTAHYBAA C8 nouenepny, 0 despyapn 1907 Hanera
HA ¥AHUHTE cO HHEHHTE Oaparka 3a spagame Ha napuTe.
Monatamy o ¢ n038aTo, npukaxano s TH expanuTe mmpym
ERETOT; MPOTECTHTE CIOHTAHG MPEPACHAR BO FPATARCIN BOji,
XHCTEPHHHHTE MAcH HAIETOA BO KACAPHUTE, TH Orpafyvhai
CRAQADBITE CO OPVEje I npasen ploys, Jpsasata 53 BEKOIKY
jena gonabupaie, Gugejen HefsunnTe raasnd cronborn,
UyBIPHTE KA BHATpemHATA Beabegroct, naberaa Bo CrpaseTHG
co vEpagesnuTe napu. Ipo-conmjanicriggy bynropmmin
Ganmy op Jywna AnGanmnja aojnoa o Tepana # Ii Bajioa onie
O/l CEREPOT HEOPTAHUIHPAHE H IeMOPANHIHPANH: HeMawe
CMECIA AR CE IRy R JEMOEDETCKHOT KiaH Ha Bepuma, koj
Gewe o cesepor, DHOEJEN M THe MHOTY Haryiuja Bo

NHPAMILTATHHTE HEEMEH.

KoHestHe, CTPAHCKATa HHTEPBEHITN]A VENEea 13 TOCTHTHE KDERGE
aup. CoumjanucTame rd cBEKaa u nobeia Ha BoraTe pabopm
H HOBHOT DHPAAMEHT Jacefjapamie JeToTo 1097,
MapmasesTapmirne caMo 1Toce (o8 JaK0MHATE Ha MORROT VCTaR,
KOj TH Clefenie JanagiuuTe MONeTH 8o ceroj NOorier, Kora
IMANIHAYEATE MPHEAZHA, PACKARAHA TOTOPE, C8 IV,

Cepo 088 & INAYHTETHO NOXKOMILTHITHPARG OTEOIKY T0 HE
TPHERAYRL KYCARA CHHIA, HO HEKOTKY SARTYVIOU CEmaK Mowe
mA ce panenaT, Hvame NoBEReTapTRcKa JeMOEDATIGA KATemTo
TA4REATA JETEpMHEANTA npn #3bepamerd ODapTHja &

of May 1996. This fact was known to foreign observers but they
shrank from proposing sanctions, anxious as ever to uphaold “re-
gional stability”,

The "hanks" functioned well for a while. People liguidised their
as=ets in droves and invested every penny in the state-sanctioned
network. Those who invested in the first few months actaally
made a killing. Then the money ran out and people, having sold
off their houses and herds, became increasingly resthess, From
Fiebruary 1997 they tosk their demands for reimbursement vio-
leatly to the streets. The rest i history, displayed on TV screens
around the world: the protest developed spontaneonsly into a
civil war, hvsterical masses broke into barracks, raided weapons
stockades and wreaked havoe. The state collapsed in days be-
caunse its main pillars, the guardians of internal security, fled
abroad with their stolen money, Bands of pro-Socialist rebels
from southern Albania reached Tivana and found the northerners
disorganised and demoralised: there was no point supporting
Berisha's Democratic clan, itself of northern origin, since they
too had lost hieavily on the pyramid schemes,

A tenuous peace was finally reached through foreign interven-
ton, New elections were called and won by the Socialists, and a
new parliament was sitting by the summer 0f 1997. The MPs had
harelysworn allegiance to the national constitution, which closely
followed Western models in every respect, when the vendetta
story related above took place,

All this was considerably more complicated than this brief sketeh
suggests, of course, but a number of inferences can nevertheless
be traced. We have a multi-party demoeracy in which the main
determinant of party preference is tribal loyalty rather than ideo-
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NEMEHCKATE M0JaTHOCT, 4 He HAEQNOMKATA OPHeHTALH]:
WHCEHHCTEOTD Ha CepepHETE [ern rit oIy ea JeMoKpaTHTe
i Bepins, a jysesme Tocks ce apear ao ConmjanicTare Ha
Daroe Hano. Huame gemoxparekn nsGopen cHcmes sa SHm
[HEVATRTH GAAYHYES JOUIATA PAKA HA TAJHATA NOAHIIA,
|PHcRHA HECTHTYIHOHANHA DAMEL, HANPABRAA U0 3A0ajieH
(epk, KOja ce HAgpHEYRa He 00 QAHOWM, TYKY 00 NPHBATHA
finnkapcka mpexa. Hyase Gankapeki CHCTEM KOj casuor
BiEHpA KAKO MTHPAMEGATHES Brpa, H KoHedH, HMaMe wienos
A pApAAMEHT KOM ¢ 3ABeTYRaAT Ra YomapoT, Ho
NECOrAACYBAHTA TH DeITARRAT P DUHOBA HA CPeHORRROReR”
boerign 2 memajor Jlew Jyraraum.

CHMY/IAEPYMOT Hit 3AITAIHATA [HBIITIEEATINGA, [ C2 oIy KIMe
c0 Bogpajap, € cAMO MORPUIRHA, TPREILL, 00/ Koj o¢ KpHe
FOTILTHG PARTHYHS PEATHOCT: 10 OJIPEREHE KPHTHYIN TiMKa o6
(¢ HEHH aFTEHTHYHD, B0 4K0 MOKTA 34 MHT CF HAMOIKHE,
KpeEKaTa MemipaHa ce KHHe B LBHCTHHCEATE CVINTHHA® o
nojasvi. PomarTgaprTe O Kaxane K8 DOEPIIMaT oo
ipE o JvinaTa® Ha andanckroT Hapoa, Ko e MosEe J1 no
WAJIpHE PONCTEOTO HA HAMETHATH HHCTHTYHHH M ¢ Kpeusa
MpOTHR HEB CENOranT kora Mose. lexs LBRcTHRCKETA CYIITiL
i@ oGOy 1 HEME J4 FE TR GEOBETE Ha BRATBOPEITHIGT
japem. Cakame HnM He, TPpaAHLHjaTA € OOCHAHG Of
1A IR0 PEITHEOT TPHTHCOK. ..

Koaky o A8 SEYHMH HALHOHAT-POMAHTHIHATA NOIMWIIA
RICYPARD, BO NPAKTHEATA € TEIIKO & 08 HaIAT PalMOHLIHI
npryvenTH IporEe Bed, Bo cmaajor ia AnDanmja, HErea Kakn
NACHACTBOTO HABHCTHHA 14 € BONEHD 07 HEXOja TPALHITH)a
I PHABHAYBAHA O KPB, KaK0 H AAjMARUTO BOSHEMEPYEAILE fi
[ HTPATHHTE BACTHTYIHOHLTHR CTPYRTYPH [14 & JOBOJIHG ik it
HiBIAZes TOAMDHTE B J4 TH TOHECE BO HAJHEPRUHOHAAHD
Ovrrrormieen GecHeere. Hueflen conMjanet meHxXON0T HE MOJE
v cOJACHE 300ITD BO MPECYANMTE MOMEHTH MHOSHHCTROTO 01
HACeALHASTY BO 3EMjaTA MO H30HPA HAJALCTPVETHRHOTO MOMHD
ecysame, Ha npHmMep, 30100 B0 1901 CTAPHTE, HO HHAKY

logical orientation: the majority of northern Gegs support
Berisha's Demoerats, the southern Tosks stick with Fatos Nano's
Socialists. We have a democratic electoral system whose results
are decided by the long arm of the secvet police, a Western style
state institutional framework which supports itself not through
tux, but a private hanking network. We have a banking system
which itself operates as a pyramid game. And finally we have
moembers of parliament who sweir allegiance to the constitution
bt resolve their differences on the basis of the “medieval” Kanun
of a certain Leké Dukagjini.

The simulactum of western democracy, we might say with
Baudrillard, is a mere surface, an appearance, beneath which
lurks an entirely other reality: up to a certain critical point ev-
erything appears authentic, but should power slip away for a
moment the tenuows membrane breaks and the “real essenee”
emerges, Romantics would say the sarface is broken by the “soul”
of the Albanian people, which cannot endure the oppression of
imposed institutions and rises against them whenever possible,
That the “real essence” is freedom-loving and will not suffer the
shackles of external oppression. Like it or not the tradition s
stronger than compulsion exposed from outside....

However absurd this national-romantic position sounds, it is
difficult in practice to find rational arguments against it. In the
case of Albania it is as if the violence really was driven by some
blood-propelled tradition, as if the slightest perturbation of the
central institutional structures were enough to overmaster the
crowds and carry them off on the most irrational rioting sprees.
Mo social pavehologist could explain why it is that at decisive
moments the majority of the country's population choose the
most destructive behaviour possible, Why was it, for example,
in 1991 that old but otherwise entirely innocent country man-

sions had to be destroved under the pretext of “democratic reve- |+
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HEBWHH CR/ICKH BIUTH MOpaa 18 DHIAT YHHIITEHR D07 HATOROPD
Ha JEMOKPATCKS pesonyija’? On koja MpHYHEA TONNATA TR
VHEUCTH rpagbaTe sa Yuneepawreror so THpana, na QypH #
cobiopyeame mroun of Karenpara 3a XeMMja BO TEROT HA
AEMOHCTPRIHATE BO 16977

He e necso onHafeop fa ce HalubyayBaar HpalHoHanHATS Wi
HeoDjacHMAN PeakliH Ha &QH0 (IMITeCTRO, fiea 14 c8 npexpuat
PEIEBAHTHITE NPARIIA HA HIPA HA NDAHTHYKATA HCOPARHOCT.
Enen raxon excoepuMedt, dEamor Tamepura Ha [lagn
Amenno, Deme HeyCNEX BO eTHYKH NOTAEN, RAKO yenea
dunancuckn. [IpryrsaTa He ¢ Bo Toa wro Aabaruure
NPHES#ERN B0 QHAMOT HATHKYBad Ha Gylaexn, neorra LITo
Mapso Baprac Jboca HeTo TRKA IO HCTAKHE BO SIHA JanHa HIjaBa.
Hurty mak mopaju T04 Mo AT0AHCKHTE DATPHOTIL, KA SEI0 00
macarenct Hemamn Kagape, Gea Mommme nappegemnn, duomor
Beme eTiykH TpobaeMaTHeH THIE] K BHCTHHCKH KOTIMAHATA
anbarcun PeannoeT Bee HeROPHCTEHA CAMD KAKD AR, KAk
JAUHNA 33 MPePADOTYBAEE HA NPOLEHHE TPHKASHA 53 CIACEHHE
(meresmara a Coers Kpuevod). Kora duisor ce obuae fa ja
OATATHE CIMKERDCTE Hil HEPAIHOHATHOTO OHECYRAME HA
TOMUIATA, e Yemea I ¢ HATHTHE HAy| CTANAPAHITE SanaTHH
KNHIIE).

MocTaogepHROT TEOPETHYAD OHTHpAE Oon Bactosor, Hyad
Xacan, e BROHO noeneragTen of Asmenno. Moxeln 1 ne e
CAVYAJHOCT (T0 TOj O HERONKYTE WL HAPOAH HA SEMJATR,
re ogfupa AnDaRUNTE KAKO DPHMEDH 33 HIVCTPAmKja Ha
drvaujata Ha peanaoer # QanTazMaropija 3a xoja sbopyea.
Buaejks o TaMy 10 HEPAHOHATHOTH AEJCTED HMA [pana
nvsia. Ho Xacas npogonaysa sara: 1o rpemrka rin eMetame
HAMIATE JUTTHH AjarPasi 3a Many Ha peraocta” (Xacan, 1944,
143). A TEIIRO € O0BA 1A CE OCTIOPYRA AVPH H 3K0 NpallabeTo il
IPCTIOPLHNTE - KOj IIT0 MEIA # KONKY - OCTAHYBa HejacHo.

| A BapeM HeTo TONKY TeWKO e ga ce majie ofjachybame qa

- desomenoT Ha anfaHckaTa BEIARTA, KOjL OIBPEME-HABPEME

+,

Tution™? What was the reason behind the crowd’s ruining the
buildings of the Tirana Universitv and even knocking tiles from
the walls of Chemistry Department in the conrse of the 1997 dis-
turbances?

It is not easy to obhserve the irrational or inexplicable reactions
of a society from the oulside without transgressing the relevant
game rules of political correctness. One such experiment, the
filmn Lamerica by Glanni Amelio, was a failure in ethical terms,
despite its success at the box offices. The reason was not becanse
the Albanians represented in the film were reminiscent of bugs,
something Mario Varga Llosa also took exception to in a publie
declaration, Nor becanse Albanian patriots, with the writer
Ismael Kadare at their forefront, were deeply outraged at the
spectacle. The film was ethically problematic because the genu-
inely nightmarish Albanian reality was used as a mere pretext, a
backdrop, for the reworking of 4 mediocre salvation story (the
lezend of Saint Christof). When the film did try to unravel the
complexities behind irrational erowd behaviour, it didn't man-
age to rise above standard Western clichés.

The postmodern theorist quoted beneath my title, Thab Hassan,
is considerably move elegant than Amelio. It is perhaps no acci-
dent that of the few thousand peoples on earth he chooses the
Albanians as examples to illustrate the fusion of reality and phan-
tasmagoria of which he speaks. Because from there to irrational
action is a direct line. Bul Hassan continues as follows: “We mis-
take our personal blueprints for maps of reality” (Hassan, 1993,
143). And it is difficult to argue with this even if the question of
proportions = who mives what up and to what extent - remain
unelear,

And it is at least as difficult to find a rational explanation for the
phenmmenon of the Albanian vendetta, which disappears peri-
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IR, A TIOTOE, BO BPEMITELE HA KPH3H Ha MOKTA, 06 NOjAEYRE
VI E/CHANT 0O DOHOBEHA CHAA KAKO T CAKA 1 HATI0MECTH i
npevers waryfeno so mup. Mowre aabanckn wanopu -
MUPOTROPLUE; H OHHE B0 KPR™ H OHEE RAMWDEHHTE; TSR -
0 CNopesHja aroneMeEHoT Gpal Ha BCHOETH IOTO Kako
CIIIEME]A Ja MPENAABH 3EMjaTa HA MOYMETOKQT Ha
nenepecerrure. HEkoj ne pasbupa 3010To, HAKO] HE TH 3HAE
FISHHTE MPABHAA H METOAH, HO AK0 CHTYVaIHaTa Toa ro Gapa,
File AejcTEYBaaT COOPE] SaKOHNTE Hi KPEHHOT eyIatiaan.
o, i Ganeme NoMpPeITHs I, COOPE] TOA KAKO TH 3aMHCIYBALT
(e SaR0HE Toram 1 Tamy. OBaa 36VHeTOCT, 0Bl HEMAIE KOPeHH,
Hajnofpo ce IEa BO NPHKASHATA 33 TapIAMCHTAPHETA BEHAET,
KOJi & camo CHMYZIALEA, TApOTHja Ha BEHASTATA, CMETAHA 38
FPAITORANTHA NOpagH 9¥cTa HeyxkoeT. OHa mmo xaj
(|HIKAZHATA ¢ HA|TEMPECHEHO, HAjRepPOjaTHO He & 1eka Maspexy,
IIEDHOJABENOT, HE N0 IACHOBAN cBOjOT ofi] aa wzpneye
NOksjaHEe BP3 3AKOHOT HA AP#EBATA, TYEY AEKd HCHIHNA
KPECH IOFOBOP COCEM CBECEH 34 CONCTRBEHOTD HEIHAEMLe:
A TR e HIPA COpe HenoanaTH npasia. M saroa mro
liaeao ce cekapan gexa cnopen HEKojcH 3akoH Tpefa na yone,
APYTHOT 33K0H HHEOram He Gu mMomen Ja My I'o gaae
COO1BETHOTD 3anosoiicrso. H ako Toj, npatesNKoT, He MH 3Hae
N4BANATA, TOFAU IITO MOME g3 CE 0YeKyBd 0 00HIHEOT
veprpHOAIDARCKH riacay?

Hurepnperaynu Ha KanyHot

Ho mro e seymuoer 70j Kanyn Ha Xoj anyaupa jypu o
NPEMHEPOT BO CBOjaTa 0Cyaa HA npaternkoT Uadyp Maspexy?
MoxHO nH e  BHCTHHCKATH cywTHHA® Ha anbaHckoTo
(fITECTRO, KOja 08 H3THTA HAJ NOBPIIMHAT CAMO KOTa JpyTime
voski fnenHesT, 1a 6igfe OTKPHEHA BO OBHE AHTHUKE KPEHH
BAKOHH"?

Hyrrepnperauuy Ha Kawnyaoil ama MEoTY. KaHyHoill e uapas
i pedaercHja Ha anfaHCKHOT KAPAKTED, KapakTep Koj

odically and then, at times of crisis in power, emerges once again
with renewed vigour as though to make up for time lost to peace.
My Albanian informants - peace-makers; those both “in blood”
and reconciled; spectators — compared the growing wave of ven-
dettas that has flooded the country since the beginning of the
nineties to an epidemic, Nobody understands why, nobody knows
the precise rules or methods, but if the situation seems to de-
mand it they act aceording to the laws of bleod fendalism. Or to
be more precise, according to how they imagine these laws there
andl then, This perplexity, this rootlessness, is best illustrated by
the parliamentary vendetta story, which is & mere simulation, a
parody of a vendetta, considered to be traditional due to sheer
ignorance. What is most depressing about the story is probably
not that Mazreku, the lawgiver, did not base his attempt to exact
atonement on the law of the state, but that he fulfilled a bload
contract in full swareness of his own ignorance: he accepted that
he was playing according to an unknown set of rules. Since he
vaguely remembered that aceording to some law he is required
to kill, the other law could never give him adequate satisfaction.
And if he, the elected, doesn’t know the rules, what can be ex-
pected of the ordinary North Albanian voter?

Interpretations of the Kanun

But what in fact is this Kaneun which even the Prime Minister of
the country allodes to in his condemnation of Gafur Mazreku
MP? Can the “true essence” of Albanian society, which only rises
to the surface when other powers are waning, be uncovered per-
haps in these ancient “blood laws"?

Interpretations of the Kanun abound. “The Kanun is the expres-
sion and reflexion of the Albanian character, a character which
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OTEACTROPYEE BECROMIPOMECEH MOPAN SACHOBIH HA MPARnIa,
yecT H no4uT 9a cebe o gpyrure”, seaw Jleonapy $oxc,
AHTAHCKHOT Npepeivead Ha Texctor. 0o osa, NOMANKY HAH
NOBEKE, 08 CONTACYBRAT CHTE OHHE KOH YAHBIAT BO XEpPOjCEHTE
HANWOHANHW NpHkasud, Ge3 ga ce HHTEPECHPAAT 34
apTeHTHYHocTa (Qoxe, 1980:xix). Cmopeg AerednaTa,
rNABRITHHATA A cepeproaThanckyTe BReoEHEH, Jex Jyrariuqn
Iy BOBEN HA TEPHTOPHHTE KoM DHIS 000 HErOBA KOHTPOMA B
CPeHHATA HA 15-THOT BEK, i NocTeneHo 6ua mpadaTes Kako
ommr 3akoi 8o Cragap, Fagoso, Kocoso, [lpua Topa u
Marenonuja. He Gin samaman oé 10 BTOPATa NONORKHA Ha 10~
THOT BEK - COOPE] HANHOHAN-POMAHTHYIPHTE, HETOBOTO
[HYTERIIO MOYKE TRTVHHED T4 08 CHSTH C& 10 AHTHYKHOT HAHPHCER
NpaBeH CHCTEM, AeayMHO A0 3akonunTe Ha Mauy (Mamasa
Hapmacacrpa). Morexnoro na cemejeraoro dykalusi e obsReHn
RO HEJACHOTITA - MOMKEHOD € 1 Fit 3EMANE PALIHYHHTE ENEMEHTH
KO [F0T0a BIETTE BO HUEHHOT M00E0EH TPaneH cHeTem Heamanky
Ol CEKAJIE; JaMVIVEAYKHTE CINYHOCTH Mely OIUITHTE SaR0HH
Hi CERepPHHTE KABKAcKH Hapoiau W Kaonyuwoll momedn
MOTEKHYBAAT TOKMY 0I0BIE,

HajeepojatHa ¢ MOXHOCTS, BIHHOT Of NOTOMOHTE Ha
cemejeTroTo JIYKATMHE 78 Wa[A0 CONCTREN KONYH CTEEjRM 10
OPHMEPOT Ha cyarranmTe. HajanasajHuTe oTOMAHCKH BIAeTens
objapysane ceon AHPKH 3MKORRA N0 HEcA0BOT kaHyH. Haejata
funa A2 ce AJANTHPAAT TPAAMUHOHANHHTE JAKOHH HA
LIEMEHCKHTE ONHOCH KOH MEHAHEHTE OKOTHOCTH, WIH, BO
OApEAeHE cTy4an, Ha DapamaTa 3a of NOTOABME TEPHTOPHI HA
HHBHATE HMOTH, H CeBd DBa OHIO Oed of TOJeMHTE
HHCTHTYOHOHAIHN HAMEHH BO YeTHpHHIecerrHoT sek (1o,
1901:23 ). Haxo ore 3aR0HE 08 CMETANS 33 DOHICKH HHBOA HA
wrepijamion (CreTHoT 3akoH), B0 CEKOjAHERHATA SAKOACKA
MpaKTHE NPABMIATa Ha KauyHUiGie oduyHO HagBRAagyRane,
Buaejin PRTHrROIHEOT 3AK0H He MOME] J1a C8 NPOMHPH HA
cernja nposrrnHja (leesnn, 1991:227). Huty nak e cnyaajHocT
[ITO palfameTo HA KaOHyHOE Ha JIyKafHHE B MHOIITEG JpyTi
NOMAAKY SHAYAJHH KOHYHU NOBPIAHH CO HMHBLATE M

embodies an uncompromising morality based on justice, honour,
and respect for oneself and others”, says Leonard Fox, the En-
glish translator of the text, and this i3 more or less the consensus
opinion of all those who enthuse over heroic national tales with-
out interrogating their authenticity (Fox, 1089:xix). Legend has
it that the chief of the North Albanian highlands, Leké Dukagjini
introduced it to the territories under his control in the middle of
the 15® Century, and it was gradually accepted as common law
in Shkodra, Gjakovo, Kosovo, Montenegro and Macedonia. It
wasn'L fixed in writing until the second half of the 19 Century -
aceording to national romantics its arigins can be traced back
partly to the ancient Illyrian legal svstem, partly to the Laws of
Manu (Manava Dharmasastra), The origin of the Dukagjini fam-
ily is shrouded in ohseurity — they eould have brought the dis-
parate elements that went nto their own distinetive legal sys-
tem from almost anywhere: the striking similarities between the
common laws of the northern Cancasian peoples and the Kamm
could have originated even here,

The mast likely probability is that one of the descendants of the
Dukagjini family issued his own kamm following the example of
the sultans. The most significant (Mtoman rulers all published
their own collections of laws under the title kanun. The idea be-
hind these was to adapt the traditional laws governing tribal re-
lations to changing circumstances, or, in certain instances, to
the demands of the ever-growing territories of their state, and
this was a part of the great institutional transformations of the
Fourteenth Century (Shaw, 1991:23). Although these laws
counted as the lower mngs of the sheriat (Holy Law), in eom-
mon legal practise the provisions of the kanuns prevailed since
religions law could not be extended to every province (Schevill,
1991:227). Nor is it accklental that the birth of the Dukagjini
kgnum, and numerous other minor kanuns associated with the
names of other aristocratic families, is placed in the Fifteenth
Century, the period when Mohamad T (“the Congueror”) was
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0|1 TORPRTCEHTE CEME]CTEA, € CMECTEHD B TETHASCETTHOT Bl
aepnioaor kora Moxasen Bropu {ocaojyeastor”) ja sajaxsvean
IenijaTa npery cobApamkeTo Ba kaxyHuime, Osa He Moxe
1A 00 CMETA 3 AAK0HCES Pedopata per se, TYKY N0RUEE KAKD £eH
nonn 38 BMETHYBAERE Hi-€REH CEOPellen BIARCTEA BO
[jaTa, Npeky NoRTOPHOTO O0jaRyBame ¥ ZAKOHOT Ha
ObiwanTe Bo Heroro ume. Tokmy oBa B ce cnvul co Jlex
Jyvustin, une HME TPEsBea (oS e HUTH MOSTOT JIH He;
KON ITE KON 10 HOCEAE HeroBoTo HMe Guae cMeTaHH 3a
(T HI O HACETEHHETD Ha CEBepHOLIDANCKHTE BHCOMAHTT
CF J10 1012, B0 U0 JEH AEHELTeH TUIAHIHCKITE AVTe MO HUHe (VAT
WENDILGTE HME KOTA 08 0fIMARTYBAAT.

leyon: upHHHATA EHHDAMpaHa BO CEralHocTa

Chith mmo ASHEITHACT CBET IO 3HEE BO nesaTend dopma nog
wuern Kauynoff wa Tex (Karwn § Lekd Dukagiinit), soyimmocr
£ JLOMIIUTEIN] A KOja MOTeXHYRA Off PAHNOT AREHAECETTH BOK 1 &
[HULIETHPAHA O TPETADIHD COOMEHATHOT (IPamMCKEHeN
wonax u Gopen aa enofoaa, Hltiedn Tevon, co eapaj
INTeRPIEHATA Mea Ha JOTOTam HAWKPOKD pachpaamnTe
NACMINHA 1A AM TPYEE HADHORAREH Wwrennrrer, Camgmira
{11 I A MG A8 C8 IPOIETA BO TIOTTTARIETO B COMEfETROT:
LentejeTROTO 08 COCTOR Of AYIeTo B0 KyKaTd;, KaKo mITo oe
suaearyes pojor, ce genar Ba Gpaterea [vilaani], Gparcrear
ni pogibisess rpyim [giind], pogBmsckHTe TPYIE B0 KHAHORN
{is], knamopHTe BO 3Hamuwa [flamur], u onue sagpuo
REHETHTYHPAAT BHO MHPOKD CEMEJCTED HAPESEHD. M, ki
I8 FATEDRHER, JAeTHIIER KDE, SALTHMEN JASHE, B 3aeTHH I
ol (Feuos, 198g:14).

o Cepepra AnGauuja Fewon wamon TP INOHATHD
oirrecTan”, enoeofino Aa ja 33NV  BHCTHRCKATA CYUITHHA" RO
eainDaHCKOeTR NOPAIH CBOjaTa PENATHEHA OIBOEHOCT H
nopaak fAaKEToT JeEd OCTAHATE TPAKTIHYHO HeGOMpeHn Hajl
nereroTaEd rogaad Oromadcks oxynaumja. Haan gefpa
WA g8 MECAH Taka, AVpH 1t o ofjekTHERO TREqHIITE,

strengthening tradition throngh an accumulation of kanums.
These cannot be considered as legal reforms per se, but rather
as an attemnpt 4o insert a recent ruler into tradition through the
re-assertion of customany baw in his name, This is what happened
in the case of Lek Dukagjini, whose name has survived whether
in fact he existed or not: the laws bearing his name were regarded
us official by the inhabitants of the North Albanian highlands
vight up until 1912, but to this day the mountain pesple cite his
name when retribution is underway.

Gjecov: the future encoded as the present

What the wordd today knows in its printed form under the name
of the Lek Kanun (Kearen @ Leke Dukagiinit), is actually a com-
pilation dating from the early twentieth century and edited by
the aforementioned Franciscan monk and freedom-fighter,
Shtjefén Giegov with the barely disgnised objective of providing
his hitherto widely dispersed tribal people with a national iden-
tity. The following definition can be read in the chapter about
the familv: “The family consists of the people of the honse; as
these increase, they are divided into brotherhoods [vilazni),
brotherhoods into kinship groups [gjini], kinship groups into
vlans [fis], clans into banners [lamur], and together constitute
ane widespread family called the nation, which has e home-
land, eommon blood, a common language, and eommon cus-
toms (Giegov, 1989:14).

In North Albania Gjegov found & “traditional society” capable of
preserving the “real essence” of Albanian-ness because of its rela-
tive sechision and the fact of having remained virtually untooched
owver five hundred years of Ottoman oecupation. He had good
reasan to think so, even from an objective point of view, because,
on the one hand, the sheriat was both willing and able to co-
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GHAS]iH, 0 efHa CTPAHE, wepjailoi Detiie # BoseH n cnocoben
33 COMMBOT CO JIOKATHNTE HPABHN CHCTEME, 8 07 APYTa cTpaHa,
CenepHOANBAHCKITE EHOOMHHE Gea efiHH 0F OHHE JOCTPOBH ™ BO
OTomanckaTa HMIEpHa KaNEWTe TVPCKH CHIN He Gea JuTy
BOTHH, HUTY cnoco0HH 13 BOCHOCTARAT AAMBHHCTPATHRHA
EUHTPONA - KATENITO HACEAIEHNETD 10 CMETAE 38 HOMAACKD DATME
i Bea 3agoROAHI CO IPYUHD MIakame va gapopure (o

1991:150-151; Buuepe, 1095:5).

Ha oj saume, evos 0THpE MeTabops 3a pararke Ha waimjara®
HE3ARHCHA 04 MCTODHCEATA TEASOMOTH]A W PEAHTHOIHA
fudepeRnHjanja; (Kpe®, woja #eTo Taks Oelle W OCHORD 38
~EPBHHTE B4K0HH" - KPBHAOT QEYTANTHEAM, KIAHCKH-CeMejin-
POAHHACKE OHOCH, W B0 HCTO BPEME MOMELIE 1A CF KOPHCTH 33
HIPASYEAHE HA HAIMOHATHATA CHOEHOCT JIpeRy ipi” . Creneror
[0 KOj TOj yenea JIa ja peanHaEpa 0Das MeTadiopd, YIITe € HAam
e ZAYAM pE MojaTa cropera noceri i Maregonigs so maj
1994, Kora ja mpamme HHTeASKTVANHATE TIIMBA B 110 KOCOBUKO
BerAICKD CEMBJOTRO KAKO C2 COMMACYRANT OO MAKeIOHCKHTE
Anbaumn goit TH Bea npesiae, 7o) camo posspari  Kako
cemejerie, [Ta me an ove wera xpe?™. Beyunocer npenay ce Gea
BHLENE B 1 DEd PofHHEN,

Henee Kanynoill 1o cMETaMe 38 NPUIHYRD KOMIETEHTHO
ETHOTPAdCRO-AHTPOROIOMIKG JE50, 10 KOE TPaMIHOHLTHHTE
COUH]HH HECTHTVIIHE C8 01HIIANN CO IPEIN3HOCT 34 TPRMEp.
[TpaHOT 1 OCHOREH CTPYETY PULEH IPHHITNN € I0MOT 33 KPAHATA
CPOSHOCT, CEMEJCTBOTO W NPOMNPENHTE CEMEJHH BPCKH,
HKOHHTE KOW C8 OMHECVEAAT Hi BPCKrTe Mely HUE W 3AROHHTE
HE 3ATHOPEINTE CTPYETVRH Hi arpHEyITYATa B NPH3BOACTBOTO,
Taka, 3ak0HOT ro PETYAHPA OHA WMTO TH NPIHIBEAYED
HAJOCHORHITE CTPYETYPH Ha TPAAMIHOHLTHOTO OIIITECTRO,
OITYES H TPATHIHOHATHITTE Ky/TTVRHHE IEHTHTETH, HE3 EI0oT
epet. Lemra He € caMo Ta oé SAYYEA 080 KyNTYPEH MIEHTHTET i
A4 CE MPeHen: Ha HADEARHTE MEHEPaIIH, TYKY H 44 C2 OBiH 0
HIEHTHTETOT Ha CODETHNTE KVATYDH,

habit with local legal systems and, on the other, the northern
Albanian highlands were one of those “islands” within the Otto-
man empire where the Turkish powers were neither willing nor
able to establish administrative control - where they treated the
inhabitants as a nomadic tribe and were satisfied with lomp tax
payments (Shaw, 1991, 150-151; Vickers, 1995, 5).

Gjegov therefore discovered a metaphor for *nation generation™
independent of historical teleology and religions differentiation:
“blood”; which was also the basis for the *blood laws” — blood
fendalism, clan-family-relative relationships, and could at the
same time be used to express national connectivity “through
blood”. The extent to which he succeeded in realising this meta-
phor amazed me once again on my last visit Lo Macedonia in
May 1999 When [ asked the intellectual head of a Kosovar refu-
gee family how they were getting along with the Macedonian
Albanians who had taken them in, he simply replied *Like fam-
ily. After all we're the same blood, aren't we?”. In fact they had
met for the first time and were not related.

Today we would regard the Kanun as a remarkably competent
piece of ethnographic-anthropological work wherein traditional
social institutions are described with texthook precision. The first
and most fundamental structuring principle is the notion of blood
relations, family and extended family ties, the laws governing
the relationship between them and the laws governing elosed
relations of agriculture and production. The law therefore rega-
lates that which reproduces the most fundamental structures of
traditional society, and therefore traditional coltural identities,
throughout the world. The aim is not only to conserve this cul-
tural identity and to hand it down to later generations but also
to separate it from the identity of neighbouring cultares.
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o Rerrnynotd paumﬂpaﬂnnfmﬂ,ilen JvEarHHE C8 TI0janyRa

(' praaiiipa, IMILTHIINTHO - KAKD enen s anbancss Mojee],
LN VR 00 SAYVERHIT RO CERABAERATA HA NASMEHCKATA £70TH
TP HENTS B BHI B HAPOKH 1 PErTyienH. ].-|1.'H IETANT Ha
Fiminm koH OBAR, VETORHD 3event, Topa, € OH0) HE BHCTHHCKHOT
Fnisiy/LieT, Koj Jariesyra’ 3aKoH Of ipaniiars pachpoiam
Wi COETHOT TEKCT, KOPHCTEII HajpasiiEtll XePMeHERTHYR
HOjMIT: T0 PEKORCTPYHPA (AHTHUKHOT YCTAB" 1Pa OCHOLA Ha
(OTICTEEHATE EMOINPACKH HAOMYIVEARS H I'H ONKDYIEYBA
HMTATHTE Off ABROTO £0 CONCTEEHN TONAKVEEHE - U IPYVTH
e, HA TERCTOT MY TO JAEA JHRHAMHIMOT KO] D1 O(iyEa
i KUROT CHTE ToCToeYRH ofHdgajnl npasa, Bo dyvenornre
HEIVIERVES TAPATETH ¢0 JaKoHATe Ha Mary, PEMekoTo npazo,
INNOHITTE HE TPMEATE Tpanosn-apscany, Jecerre Sanonem,
{heiie CAVIAT, Ol GIHA CTPAHA, A 10 rHUEMaT IPECTINEOT Ha
Kerviyviefl, a of ApYTa, AoAyIa HeHAMEPHO, B0 NOKHRET ek
1 TR HHTEPIPETANN] HA 00HYaJHOTO B0 & SAcHonii
10 HETOROTO TOFHARAE Hil CHTE OBITE APVTH SEK0HI.

e TegA era Ko iR RaInGgaTa Ha  CaMo-Peapoly e
MINIHHEMAS HA TPAARIHOHATHOTO DOIITECTED, JEMEH (M
i refe, ne Gu My e aoeosTHE. PYHKIHOHRPAMETD HA &/TH0
COMO-PETYAHPAYED ONIITECTED, NPAKTHYHO KAamano -
IPAYBARETO A3 NPABOTO, MIGEE A4 IO CAPAHTHPAAT HaH
CITYETYPHTE HE MOKTR, HH HERKO] BRI HA METRIDIEITNI01 CHeTeM
(mepa, EVAT, penurija, NTH), WM 08K ABETe Mejerea saniEo,
Mopa 12 nocToR BIHTa o0 oHIEjLTHG FoaBona g unecyi
NPECYN OKOMY PEFYNALHGATE HA AEA0BHETE Mpallama,
AEEIETITE, BEHYABKMTE H HIBPIIVEARETO HA KaSHH BO CAYNA]
Il HETVTHYED OIHECYBLE,

Cyneskn coopen Kanysoi, ao Cepepia Anfanma noctoesn
VHUKATHE  HHCTHTYUMJANHINPAHA POOPEeIeHTATHEHA
nemoxpatija. Jokassara camoympasa” (Cenckrre Crapemmmin
it [osncxare CTapemnng ) HMane Mok Ha BeTo Bpa obaacHirme
coseTn”  (BogaunTe Ha OHAMHBATA), W CcAaMHOT
Jpagosavannug” (SHaMeHOCENOT) oNBpEME-HaBpeMe Gia

In the Kamim compiled by Gjecov, Leké Dukagjini appesrs —
implicitly of course — as a kind of Albanian Moses, whose teach-
ings are recorded in the memories of a tribal elite and Elders in
the form of proverbs and rites. Gjegov's approach to this viral
Torah is that of the true Talmudist!, who “draws out” laws from
the rules scattered through the holy texts by emploving various
hermenestical norms: he reconstructs the "ancient constitution™
om the basis of his own empirical observations and surrounds
guotes from the work with his own interpretations, in other words
b grives the text the dyvnamism which keeps all custom laws alive,
In footnotes he draws parallels with the Laws of Manu, Roman
Law, Greek Polis Law, the Ten Commandments. These serve, on
the one hand, to increase the Kanun's prestige, and on the other,
albeit unintentionally, to illustrate that his common law inter-
pretation is based on an acquaintance with these other laws,

Gjegow could see that the codification of the "self-reproductive
mechanisms” of traditional society, taken on their own, would
nit be sufficient to his purposes. The workings of a self-regulat-
ing society, that is to say the upkeep of the law, could be guaran-
teed either by the structures of power or by some kind of meta-
physical system (faith, cult, religion, ete.), or by the two working
together. There had to exist an elite officially sanctioned to adju-
dicate over the regulation of business affairs, vendettas, mar-
riages, and the imposition of penalties in the case of improper
behaviour.

To judge om the basis of the Kanun, a unique institutionalized
representative democracy existed in North Albania. The *local
sell-government” (Village Elders and Minor Elders) had the
power of veto over the "county eouneils” (Chiefs of the Banner);
the “Lord Mayor™ himself (the Standard Beaver) was not immune
from censure by his lesser colleagues or by the people. These




Péter Krasztey The Frice of Amnesia

KPHTHKY8AH O OHE3IHAYAJHUTE KONETH HIH Nak on Jylero.
Opme nosugun Hrae TONOAHYBAHE €0 QMLTOG TNACARE H
onfpAHATE MowKene da BHIAT OTHOBHKAHK BO CEROR BPEME.
JlaprasenTor” wan cedaror” (cofopot), Bo KOj Ha oBHE
NPEeTCTABHMIM HM C©e OpPHADYAYBANE  MejHyMaTe
{EacHHUETE) ¥ LCoBRpAITe 118 AanoK” (HAIABAHTS Ha KASHH],
nepaoaHYHe 3acenaean. Bo noceliHo BakHM cIyam, efen muy
KOMATET Ha HAURMOHATHITE DPETCTaRHRIN” codHpan mo eien
OPETCTABIHE 0 CEKOR CEMejeTRO Ha Tackycija, Temgo ¢ 1a ce
KHHE ROREY aobpo q_}}mmuuuuﬂpa.rr 0BOj MO, HAH Q27T
ROOIIITO NOCTOET H He Bt 111071 Ha coHOT Ha [enos 54 HapoaHD
NpETCTABYHATLE, B0 DAKT ¢ T8KA 0BHE NOKLTHE WHCTHTYIHN (8
CROMBATH H O IPYTH TOCAMIHH HaTHHIH.

CofopaTe Bune crporo perymupaay. Ja umame Gapem enex
cerameH NapaaMenTapon 8o AnGaHIE Koj rH NOMAABE ORHE
ApaBWIL, CKOpEmIAOTO Hijacks ke Moweme jga ce palierye,
Xajnapn ge tpefame g4 My wiaTH ma Mazpexy ner oBun 3a
IIAMADAIT: EROPIIOB, [T, Ke TPe0aIe @1 MY DAaTH 500 eTHHMIH
O} BA/TYTATA 32 JABHMOT DPEEPIIH - if 33 KpaTso Bpeme 00ajuara
ke Bea 3A0BONHI €O CRORTO oanecveame. MefyToa, so oBme
OROIHOCTH, (RO RO AMAHAMAN TRpehan o0 H3BPImM: AKD HEKD]
3a Bpeme Ha cobopor y0Me HeRor, Torall My C8 HATH KykaTa,
COlMPOT TO eI3eRYTHPA | TOj ocTamypa HeoiMasges” (Tedos,
108g:202).

Kora crasysa 36op 33 MeTadiraM i RUTe FapaHng Ha JAR0HNTE,
lesior oaurnenso e sbyier. Kauyuofll Ra panmuckascrHor
CREIITEHNE QAR [(PHMEPH Ha CYPOEH EATHA 33 HACHNCTRO BP3
PENHTHOIHH AUHA, HO HEFDBETE XPRCTHjAHCKR TPRHUMIH HA
JEVO0E B MPOITERAS 8 ROSHEMMPEHN BO OB3 ONKpYEyBahe
HA BEHIETH W 04Ma3H. Toj [HTHRA Tpecelal Of MPHATHOT BeX,
HBajua MALIHYH EPajaT oyTep of Hexoj hpasiHCKAHCEN
cBemrren s [IaRaTapoT Ha CenoTo pasiHpa 35 0B H CAMO IIT0
Tpeda 13 i Ka3Hn, KOra CRETTEHMKOT TH nowvea, (e mimo e
reofindie opge @ o po Konynofll spaxbata ne & eMpren
npeeTam (.camo KpETa Gapa KpE®, MAR HEREPHOUTA, BO

pasitions are filled by popular vote and the elected can be re-
called at any time. The “parliament” or “senate” (Assembly), in
which these representatives ave joined by the *media”™ (Heralds)
and “tax eollectors™ (Imposers of Fines), sits periadically. In es-
pecially important cases, a sort of “National Resident's Commit-
tee” gathered a representative from every household for discus-
sion, It is difficult to judgze in retrospect how well this midel
funetioned, or indeed whether it existed at all and was not merely
an fabrication of Gjegov's dream of popular representation, but
it 1= a fact that these local institutions were also mentioned by
other contemporary travellers,

Assembly sessions were strictly regulated. 1f a single member of
Albania’s current parlizment had known these rules, the recent
fiaseo conld have been avoided. Hajdani would have been obliged
to pay Mazreku five sheep for the slap in the face; the latter in
turn would have paid the former 500 units of currency for his
public offence - the two would have thought better of their
behaviour in no time. Under the circumstances, however, the
follewing amendment shonld have been invoked: “If a person
shoots at another in the course of an assembly, his house is
burned, he 15 executed by the assembly and his blood remains
unavenged” (Giegov, 1989:202),

When it comes to the metaphysical guarantees of the laws, Gjecov
is evidently perplexed. The Franciscan priest’s Kanun includes
examples of severe punishments for violence committed against
religious persons, but his Christian principles of fove and for-
giveness are understandably il at ease in these surroundings of
vendetts and revenge, He cites a precedent from the previows
century. Two young men steal butter from a Franciscan monk.
The village chief gets word of it and is on the point of executing
them when the priest pardons them. What is unusual ahout this
is that in the Kanun theft is not a capital offence (“only blood
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O AT CIYYAN), HO XPHEYR]AHHIOT (META feka ¢ obBapas
S MY IR TIEAHCA HA ITPOITEEARETO.

Chenen osa, Fevok yenerd 1a ja MOTHCHE COBECTA, I 16 TH MeIma
PCTHIARCKIOT MOPan B eTHOrpadicknTe oncepsai. Toj ro
DOCTI Y B OBA 0O HENYUITARETO HA CRETOTO RO AENORATE OIIHCH
WA CONHIANTO-XHEPAPXHCKHTE DAHOCH Mely KAAHOBHTE o
eMALATE, TPAKTHERTE Ha TOCTONPHMINEOUT, SEMARETO
T, EPEETBATA B NPEMHEATE 33 006 Kaauama cernran
¢ caeronad, a Be G0oga, & TARHWATIATE He C8 MOTHBHPLHE 0
MO EATEHCKH BEDVRALE, TYEY O €00 BHI JHeHHA PVIIH,
et PEPROCT Ha 3ak0HoT. OB Peuerse € BajRCKPEReT O
Mixie 77 C2 DYEKYEA 0f HEXOTO B0 Hel0Ra moutosda TouHn @
Wi o sanodHEysa Karynolll co pacIpaBiTi 23 SasoNckaTa
HOOHINA HA NPKBATE H UPKBEHHTE (DHIYPH - RO BOREROT,
(i1 1 KB CIPECEIANN 3@ JIEA0TO, ONNIIVES MACGTY BPOIEN Iy
#) KO 02 BEAVIEHN CBEIITEHHIN ~HO HEMA BHAK JeKL My 1
nocefiHg YAOTA B XPHCTHjSHCTBOTO BO HIEOMOFH]ATA Wil 1T
ANl HCKa gjraand,

Jypam: ceralHocTa Kako KAyY 33 MMHaToTo

l'esinn Mo Hajle KAVYOT 32 HAHATA HalNOHANHA HHTUIPaLige 2o
coramoeti #a Cesepra AnGanH} B KAK0 Peayrar 2000 niraiis
I CCRYNAPHA YCTABHA MOHADXH]A.

I"ner ypas DpHCTHrH BO AnfaHK]a TOKMY Of] TAXBE CRRYIAPHA
veTapna MoHapxija, Bemmka Bparanija, na He e 33 o wrm ro
| ne1a HCTPARYBAYKEDT TEPEH HAZ coceM N0HHakaa orrika. Taa
AOUITH TOQHHE TPECTOj¥BaAa BO PYPUIHRTE ofiacTH ¥ A0 JeH
NEHCC CF AMETH KAKO JKPATHIA Ha naansenmiere”. Jypam u
CHMATA HAJARHIA IEEE JA TPOHALLNE ,3EMjaTa Ha NOCTOEUKOTD
MHHATO" HA TAA TEPHTOPH}A, 6IeH BHZ PEeIEPRAT, Eage 1ITO
NOMETOWRTE HA CBPONCKATA IMHBHAHIALEA MOKE Id 08
piTIEAYEIAT KAKo CAHKA UH gusn, Birnana ia banrkanor. Bo
LT HEJINEE HajRascd nena, [aanuncsn Aabarufo (High Al-

requires hinod”, or infidelity in exceptional cases), yet the Chris-
tian feels ohliged to give forgiveness a chanee.

Aside from this, Gjecov succeeds in suppressing his conseience,
andd doesn't mix Christian morality into his ethnographic obser-
vations. He managed this by simply omitting the sacred in his
deseriptions of socletal-hierarchical relations amongst clans and
tribes, the practises of hospitality, the taking of oaths, the means
and reasons for revenge. The punishment is always mundane
rather than celestial, and the mountain people are not motivated
by heathen beliefs but by a kind of daily routine, a simple fidelity
to the law, This solution is about as honest as can be expected
from someone in his situation: iUis true that he opens the Karm
by discussing the legal position of the church and church figures
- he deseribes numerous cases affecting priests in an introdue-
tion giving precedents for the work - but there is no sign that he
intended any special role for Christianity in the ideology of the
future Albanian state.

Durham: the present as key to the past

Gjegov found the key to future national integration in the North
Albanian present and a vision of secular constitutional mionar-
chy opened up before him in consequence,

Edith Durham arrived in Albania from just such a secular con-
stitutional monarchy, Great Britain, so it is not surprising that
she views the research terrain through an entively different op-
tic. She spent many long vears in the Albania countryside and to
this day she is remembered as the “queen of the mountain folk”.
Durham herself also declares that she found the “land of the liv-
ing past” on this territory, a kind of reservation where the ori-
gins of European civilisation could be approached as an in vivo
tablean, inseribed in the Balkans, In her two main works, High
Albania (1909) and Some Tribal Origins, Laws and Customs of
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bania, 1909} 1 Podosu xopext, aakonu wofuuay o Boawauoedd
{Some Tribal Origins, Laws and Customs of the Balkans, 1928),
Tad Ha SHTATEAOT MY I'C OTCTHKYBA ONIITECTROTO BO CBOETO
JETCTBG", 34 AYTeTo RO BEAKBHTE 3eMjH, EPEMETO CKOPO B Ja
sacrananc. CkHTHREOT 0 3anan cTol Mely HEB BhAMIeH,
REROOHeT co-fineIme celanama Hi KVeRKATA HA HETOEITA Paca,
M CH BeTH: Baka Opames Jac npel MTjAIHHENHE TOAMEN;,.. BAKd
MBCTEE M BAKA YHHER HA MOHETOKOT Ha ppemero” ([ypa,
1985:1), JAanagsmor matHHE" oge, Toj [vaneep mHEapHUpan
B 2O-THOT BEK, MOSE BO #HBO T4 TH HCKYCH MpacTaprTe dopan
HE MeUIHET (CIe1aTbeTo Ha BONHNTE, HEHEImETD Ha PAHKTE,
NEKOBRTHTE MOKH Ha CReTHTE MeCTa), KoMyHHRALHjaT?
(moBHEYBaE O PH HA DU/, YMETHOCTA (HAPOTHN TECHI I
PAKOTBODPOHTE], CyeRepHeTo (MArANCTRD, TPETCRAMYBATRE) I
CORETYRAHATA,

Onoj nageopemen Halipyyeay, co REJ3UAHOT ROHEKAJE
TPHBMJANEH QMIITECTEREH JADBHHHCTHORN CTIL, TH Dapa
2a67 HHHEITE ROPEmA, 33eTHRTROTO MIHATY, KOE, KOrA eTHAI
fec GHIE OCOZHAEHO H NpHAHATD, £€ i T'o Jaje Kay¥oT 34
BHCTHHCEOTO pasfiupatke Ha permomot. Jvpay ja Hanparima
DBAR OTCEPRAIHHA HAJMATKY HETHABCET TOMMHA NPl roaest Gpaj
Hejaune demjans, Mefy aus # Pobepr Ceron — Bortcow,
HIBOHPEIHMOT HETOPH4AD, KOj TH Hijaen oBRe Myapi shopom
mypH no yaaente Ha [peata Ceercxa Bojra: Munatoro xaxo
KTy 33 CETAUIHOCTA — DEA & TOWHD 38 CeXoja 3eMja i ceroj ne-
puox. CeramrnocTa Kako knyd 98 IIHHHATE —~ O0Ba € nocefino
Touno 32 Hesrpanya i Jyrosanagma Espona” (Cemon-Boreon,

1029:16)

3a pasnuea o, Pegon, JTypas o6pRYBa MHOTY MAAKY BHIMAHIE
Hit [ROSTHHHCEATA CTPYETY]A H ceMEJHITE BPCKH (Taa CHoMEHYES
n aeka AnfannmTe He ce cEKOTAI CHIVPEN Bo cebe (Mypam,
1985:21) B Ha EKONOMCKATE MPAITARKS, HO ¢ MOIINE IeTAIHA 54
DATAHCKATE Z3THMHA Ha KPEHATE 06HYAE M HeIan0sHaEH0CTS
Ha MNAHEHIHTE CO PEANCHOARRTE APAMAES BOOMIITY, 110
BY0B TN He 1o dabenesa, Bs ofsApHo ro oo, eere

the Balkans (1928), she holds up a picture of society in its “in-
faney” to the reader. *For folk in such lands time has almost stood
still. The wanderer from the West stands awestruck amongst
them, filled with vague memories of cradle of his race, saving:
#This did I do some thousands of vears ago; ... so thought Tand
g0 acted 1 in the beginning of time™ { Durham 1985:1). The "west-
ern traveller” here, Gulliver in Twentieth Century incarnation,
can experience live ancient forms of medicine (nursing the sick,
treating wounds, the healing powers of holy places), communi-
cations {calling across from hilltop to hilltop), art (folk songs
and handerafts), superstition (heathenism, propheey) and eoan-
eils,

This external ohsarver, with her somewhat trivial social Darwin-
ist style, searches for comman rools, @ conunon past, which, onee
it is known and acknowledged, will provide the key to true un-
derstanding of the region. Durham made this observation at least
fifteen years before a great number of her compatriots, among
them Robert Seton-Watson, the outstanding historian, who pro-
duced the following words of wisdom only after the horrors of
World War I; “The past as a key to the present - this is true of
every country and period. The present as a key to the past - this
is peculiarly true of Central and South-Eastern Europe.” (Seton-
Watson, 1923:16)

Unlike Gjecov, Durham was paid relatively litfle attention to the
kinship structure and familily relations (she also mentions that
the Albanians are not always sure about them themselves
[Drardiam, 1985:21]) and to economic questions, but shie was ex-
tremely detailed about the pagan background to the blood cus-
toms and about the mountain peoples’ ignorance of religious
matters in general, which Giecov either didn't notice or tactfully




Identities | fournal for pelitics. gender and cultems, wel, T, na, 2, Winter 3002

BT HATHITAHH Of OBad AHTAMCES JaMd W HAYYHHE
phvseiymear: JCe e qexa Ianara [aane Bropn (1464) o
sicnosyvingepan [Tex Jywarmau — [1. K | nopagn serosnor
Wespmenigaackd won” (dypan, 1928, 66; 1985:27), a nero Taka
o i Mapxye Kpiciye, KEaTomien Mucionep so 1653
JMenepojatae e xonxy ayfero geHec He ja NoaHaBaaT
pesdirijara®, Hako He HH gasa ussop (dypam, 1928:24).
Mivinero #a Heaamor w Xprerejancrsoro, Hlepajator 8
[l pkpenoT 3AK0H, CHTE Ke oTcTanar npeg KanoHOT HA
on"(Iypam, 1985:25)

Hvpast wenn: JHajeaxuuor gaxt so Cenepra Anbanija e
LphiinTa 0AMasna, Koja B BOVIDHOCT CTapaTa Haeja 3a
HpoancTyeame Ha kpeTd. [ ] C& npyro & e noTasaeTo” {lypam.
InHh:g1) Hlvo TovHD SHAYK DBA, SAKIYMVBAME O ADVIHTE
HE|aiEH KMHTH: Tad TH OMHIHYES CaM0 NOTEOPHCKEOT ACTIEKT.
MufvToq, IHPeRTHO KRKYBa JEKA KPBHHOT (heyIATHIaM camHoT
¢ eniMruja; oA e moHaga 538 gymara #a mprExot” (Jhpam,
geRi6z). HejaunroT popes k0 MerafiiaikaTa i HeTOPHCKROT
el Ba BEHASTATA NOYHYEA o0 TEPIEIETO Jeka no Anbasnja
(0 YITTE € BHB0 BEPYEARETO 1K YOHeHATA VIR HE MOJKE 1A
(0 CMHPH OAeKS He 8 HeTYPH EpR 33 sosspar (Jypam,
g28:163). H co osa JTypaM ja jamouuysa MedTaAHATa
(IMHACTHEA ¢0 Eoja o2 ofHayes o4 ja eMeTHe AnDasmja 8o
[eHePANHATE PAMES HA CEETCKATA MCTOPH]A. JaBierysa BO
CTHMONIONHJATA HA AHIIHCKHOT HEPAS  KPROWEIEH", HHTHPA
UMEPHE Ha MOTHEHE Ha RPBAA 0ZMAS7a B0 TPYKH TRAreTEH, Kaj
Xowmep, llexenup # APYTH NO3HATH aBTOPH, KaKo H 07
nknTeKETe Hapoasan fanaan, Koprern GeckpajHi NpHMEPH HA
(HCHE KPR 1 ARCATHTRIH]E, CTCEEYBARE TNABH H HHEHD YVBATHhe
iaxo rpoden w kanubanuasm on cpnckara, Byrapexara,
H|IMOrOpeKaTa B cheTeraT neroprja. Tlornexysa napasenn Mefy
R 1 PASHH JPYTH TECTORM KO 0F YIITE NOCTOJAT, IPEAHBEaHH
o nocTaph ofidan Ha xpaHa wprea (Jypam, 1928:155-170).
UeTo oBa HM Jaba ofpedeH kpenubHiANTET H NefHTPe Ha
AnfaACKETE KPBHE 3AKOHH: HINETYBA fJexa B AnbannouTe
HCVRYBAAT MECTO 38 IOUHT MEFY CBETCKATE SEM]H KO MOUKAT

overlooked. Both books written by this English scientist lady
mention that: “It is said that Pope Paul II (1464) excommuni-
cated him [Leke Dukaggini - P. K.] for his most un-Christian code”
{Durham, 1928, 66; 1985:27) and she also quotes-certain Marcus
Crisiug, a Catholic Missionary in 1653: *It's incredible how igno-
rant the people now are of religion,” although she doesn't pro-
vide a source for (Durham, 1928:24). *The teachings of Islam
and of Christianity, the Sherial and the Church Law, all have to
yield to the Canon of Lek” {Durham, 1985:25).

“The most important fact in North Albania essential is blood-
vengeance”, writes Durham, “which is indeed the old, old idea of
purification by blood, [...] All else is subservient to it"{ Durham,
1985:31). What this means exactly we can only intimate from
her later books: she describes only the more theoretical aspects.
She does state directly, howeter, that blood feadalism is in itself
areligion: “it is an offering to the soul of the dead man"{Durham,
1928, 162), Het introduction (o the metaphysics and the histori-
cal scope of vendetta beging with the allegation that the belief is
still alive and well in Albania that a murdered soul can find no
rest until blood is spilled in return ( Durham, 1928, 163). And
with this Durham begins the mental gymnastics with which she
attempts to insert Albania into the general framework of world
history. She probes into the etbymaology of the English expression
“hloodthirsty”, she cites instunces of the blood vendetta motifin
Greek tragedy, Homer, Shakespeare and other renowned au-
thors, as well as in Scottish folk ballads. She calls up endless
examples of blood-drinking and beheading, headhunting, and
ritual cannibalism from Serbian, Bulgarian, Montenegro and
world history. She draws parallels between these and various
gestures that stll exist, surviving from older blood sacrifive cus-
toms {Durham, 1928, 155-179). All of this gives a certain cred-
ibility and presentable pedigree to the Albanian blood laws: the
Albanians too, it turns out, are due a respectable place amongst
the nations of the world who can boast a written history and
stable institutions. The only real difference between them and
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ga o nodatat ¢o THINARE HeToPRja 7 cTaliuiH0 HHCTHTVIHE.
EHHCTREeHATA DICTHHCRS DA3IHKD MEFY HHE I HAABOPEIIHNOT
CHET & [T THE CETA T MHMBEAT MEHATOTO Ha APYTHTE . JaToa,
HEiOGpo e 2a c8 CCTABAT HA MHDA M I HE C6 H3I0MYBAAT Ha
HeNOTPeBROTe MEemARe BE TOOEMHTE cHaH, Dugejin
BOHEMHYBAILETO HA NpaponsmoT Banare” mowe 18 Gile camo
HABOP HA FOPYHHEA ¥ CTPANARE 3 TVTeTn KOu Aneat Tamy, Orae
NBETE POMAHTISHI BHSHH — OHaa Ha ['evos o #a Hypam — o
CPeRaRaaT HA MOMEHT: ODETE HMREAT HAJEX AEKd OBOj
BeamiIneel, B0 ARTEHTHYCH TPARSH CHOTEM E8H JIEH MOoKe
1A My HOCTVEH HE SO0BEKOBOTO OIUITECTRO; IPEHOT &2 ofiIysa
fa ja Hacowi ORAd CIUTA HABHATPE, HOH ,CROMTE, 4 BTODATA
HAHAMBOP — KOH HEj3MHATE KIAAA Ra exsa o, Tomeswrre Crmi®.

Ty6uTHUYKHTE 0f TPUYMDANHWOT NPoEKT

Mexmer [lexy, regepanor na Hapopsera Cenobogmmensa
Apmuja, Geme npeuar koj chati, Bo 1945, JeKa 34 g Ce
MPOIIHEPH KOMYHUCTHYEATA MOR HAa TepHTOpHjaTa Ha Cenepan
AnbBannja, 0iHOCHD, 33 IA 1O COPOBERE TAMY CEOjOT MOAEN HA
MOMEPH AT}, HE MODE [ 8 YHHIITAT NOKANHITE 3RROHH HIH
fl& ce 9eKa NOmEKd HACEMeHHETD HE & NOATOTREHO ja ce
LBOFIATRE” KoM APYT ommrectsen cHerem. Tpefia caso 13 ce
OTCTPAHAT OHNE KOH 08 JATOSHAEHN 00 OfHTajHATE FAROHN K
KOM PO HAArTEOVBAAT HEBHOTD R3Bpysame, Cenax, copepHuTe
MAAHHHIE GEAe TPH B0 OKOTO HA KOMYHHCTHYKHTE IAPTHIAHK.
He camo uopagd Tod wro moxanaure Oagjpaxifiapu
(3HameHOCHH] TH ODOLAPRYBANE HE-KOMVHHCTHUKHTE
{HannosamaeTRYKHTE ") GYHTOBHEIM, TYKY H OOPATH TOM 1T
He ¢ Hi 00RIene K4 (1 HaBPKRAAT 45 000 FepMadckH BOjHHIM
EQH Bo HOeMBpi 1943 Diwne nparess vo Cesepra AnGanita aa
ri tHEBRANpaaAT napriesannre (Buxepe, 1995:154). Beyurocr,
MOWE CAMO 8 CE HarAfa W0 ¢¢ KPRE 333 OfHiHjLTHROT
anfanckn HMCTOPHCKN TMPHKAd, Koj MAMETH CaMo JeRa
Hapognara OeroSognresna ApMHja E3BPIIVEATA MAOIITEO
AAMHHHCTPATHERH YOIy B0 HOBoOCTOBOIeBHTe TepITOpIy”
{Mano-Tlyro, 1981:240), Pegsnann Xudepr, 8060 0 nefeceTie

the outside world is that they are now living in the “past of oth-
ers”. Best, therefore, to leave them in peace and not expose them
to the gratuitons interference of the Great Powers, beeause up-
setting the “natural balance”™ can only be a source of bitterness
and suffering for the people living there. At this point the two
romantic visions — that of Gjegov and of Durham ~ meet fora
moment: both of them nurse the hope that this merciless hat
“authentic” legal system may one day be pet to the service of
human society, the former tried to direct this force inwardly to-
wards “their own”, the latter externally — towards her own *Great
Power”™ government.

The losers of the triumphant project

It was Mehmet Shehu, the general of the National Liberation
Army, who first realised in 1945 that in order for Communist
powers to expand into the territory of North Albania, that is to
enforee their own model of modernisation there, they did not
need to destroy the local laws or wait until the populations were
ready 0 “aspire to” another social system. Instead they simply
had to do away with those who were acguainted with the cus-
tomary laws and who oversaw their execution. The northern
mountain dwellers were, nevertheless, a thorn in the side of the
Communist Partisans. Not only because the local bajrakears
(standard-bearers) supported the non-communist (*nationalist”)
rebels, but also because they didn't make any attempt to drive
out the 45,000 German soldiers ordered into North Albania to
liguidate the Partisans in November 1943 (Vickers, 1995:154).
[n reality one can only surmise what is hidden behind the offi-
cial Alhanian historical acconnt, which remembers only that “the
Naticnal Liberation Army provided a variety of administrative
services for the newly liberated territories” (Pollo-Puto,
1981:240), Reginald Hibbert, one of fifty British officers ordered
into Albanin who fought the war to the end on the side of the
Commumist Partisans, remembers that after the battle of Dibra,
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fAparanierlt (dhHIHPE OpaTerit Bo ATDanija, KOH HEnaTa BojHa
o0 (e (41 CTPARATA B KOMYHHCTHYRETE HAPTHIANH, NOMHEH
A i birriara k&) JdeBap, [peara Gprraga, nog BOGCTEO HA
Mesarr Ulexy, ce ynaTnaa KOH CEBep IO TERoT Ha pexata [lpnn
WU T VHRIIITS ILTEMEHCKHTE BOJAMH B0 TOj npased, bpojor
A cneAGeHMIITE HA TAABITAPHTE O8 HAMATYRAIIE H BO HHKO]
LAY i MOeE 1A 08 MEPAT 00 RApTHAAHCKITE GPUTAIR KON
Hian noeno Bexyerso” (Xwhepr, 1991:192). Tlo opa sanmiyea
VI ClMD TERA HIBECEH [VTOCNOBEHCKH TOANTHURH KOMECA],
Henimnp CrojreE, 8 nogousa 1 amase Eapep Xoga, octpo ro
pirneyeane [lexy sa fesMHACCHETE DPAKTHEHR... TIDH
| II|H‘|Ii'|']IiH|.1€TI'.} 1) HHH.]J.H [H EJ‘IIll."l'I!'I'l'.'“ M HEILd FTIIHEHHTE
wonro” {Xnbepr, 1991:218;229). AKO Y0BEEOT KOj NOJO0H
Ik FEREXHOEDARA YMELIHOCT 38 THKTATOPCTRO I OLEHIU
AV BUERETH BO CEBEPHIATE NAAHIHA KAKD NPEKYMEPHI, TOTAII
Moweln o rpefia g8 B Ce BEPVER Hi THRRCHATA B MODTE
SN[, COOPE KOW TAPTHSAKATE BO SCEHTE 1044 YL peunc
Pl TPETHHZ OF BO3PACHOTO MAIMKO HAICENCHNE I
ppiropsraTa. Toa Guna exHTaTa HE RIAHOBHTE | I7eMIHE T
SR e HOCT, YeTROPILA BOAAYH M ABSHACCET CTRPCHIIEN
WA CUKOE TUTEME, H SIHd [Iand Ha J0MAKHHECTEOTO BO CEKDE
PO 0 CEMEJETED, KAKO I0T0 B Jypas, coenpjano onbpaHs
COUL HHBHETE HETEARMSHIMGE 1 NOSHAMELE Hil TPABOTO"
Ulvpane, 1985:28). Mparraano G0 saryben cero] Koj Mowen T
10 PeHECE TIOSHABAMETO HA NPABOTO, Ha HUBHATA HCTOpPHja,
Iy INOHOMPPAREETO HA CAMOVIIPABATR, H HAPOIHATA DETHTHE,
Roka ik HMARD TREBO HEITO.

I reioT 14 paborara Ha Tepend Bo AnbaHH BO 1997, MOST
H1 | IO KAHTHO HCEVCTBO He Delre Texka TORATHOTO HAoRNeHHE He
Il ARUYERAD CBOJATA HApOOH3 MV3HKA, HIPHTE W
[WiuTRopGeHNTE TRAARIHE, TYEY JeKa He of ceKaBa Ha CHOHTE
AT, HaL KTAHGT BN IUIEMETO Ha Koj OBHE TPHIArane open
LAMD OREOTY 50 MOENHE, B K8K0, HAN O0TOMHO, Kora Oune
scnomiHn yuedrre Hacenbu. Jlypas, DAk, IypH H 3amHIIATa
MO 33 NOTERITE Ro# WM Gine jopo NoaRaTH Ha CerasnTe

Iypam, 1085:68-0). Bo Kann, egna xaronnuka Hacenba

the First Brigade, under the leadership of Mehmet Shehu, setoff
to the North along the Drin river to anmihilate the tribal leaders
up that way. “The followings of the chieftains tended to melt away
and were in any case no match for the Partisan Brigades which
had acquired battle experience” (Hibbert, 1091:192). All he
records after this is that a certain Yugoslay political commissar,
Velimir Stojnich, and later Enver Hoxha himself, sharply
eriticised Shehu for “ruthbessness practised ... in his dealings with
“pationalists’ and non-Partisans in general” (Hibbert, 1991:218;
224). If the man later to show an uninhibited flair for dictator-
ship judged the events in the northern highlands excessive, then
perhaps the allegations of my own informants are believable,
aceording to which the Partisans murdered close to a third of
the territory’s adult male population in the autumn of 1044, These
were the elite of the clans and tribes: one standard-bearer, four
leaders and twelve elders per tribe, and one head of household
in each large family, who, according to Durham, “specially cho-
sen for their intelligence and knowledge of law” (Durham,
1985:28). Ina word everyone was lost who could have passed on
knowledge of the law, their own history, the workings of self gov-
emment, and the people’s religion, if there was in fact such &
thing,

In the course of Geld-work in Albania in 1997 my most shocking
experience was nol that the locals have not preserved their own
folk music, danee and handcraft traditions, but that they have
no memory of their own predecessors, of the clan or tribe to which
they belonged only 50 vears earlier, and of how, or more par-
ticularly when, their current settlements were established.
Durham, on the other hand, had even jotted down origin myths
which were well known to the village peoples (Durham, 1985,
68-9). In Kaleg a Catholic settlement situated high on a oliff, the
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Péter Kraszbey The Prace of Amaszia

MOCTABEHA BUCOKO HA €/IHA KAPITA, IVTETO MOAER I M8 KT
CAMO J2KS HUBHITE IPEAUH CTHIHANE npen S0 a0 300 1o,
HO CHIVPHO aHaaT Jeka berane on sesneTa. Ceramo, nMane eae
HACTAH HA KOj DOCTAPETE jacHo o8 cefapaa: RACIYBAILETO Ha
MAPTHIAHNTE BO TEPHTOPH)aTA, B0 1644..,

Hanpasus MHOCY OBHIN G4 TY CTHMYIHPaM OCTATONNTE (41
BepyBambaTa ko JypaM Ci OOHEA TOAKY JETATHO npe
cemysyiecer roguan. Kora npreraTHas so Jhas, HMas Moo
Aa abopynam ¢o coBUPOT HA BIHO CROPD TOMAPEH CEMEETHD,
KAAE NeT O JBAECETTe MAITEN RAeHORH &e Dia Ioreil T
yOHjM BO rpagoT NpeTXOAHATA Henena, I'm mpamar Jaim
BEPYBAAT BO 3AATpober #UEOT H THE ME OATOBOPUJA O3, TAKA
HE B ceerrenuror. J mro ako BAITEATA KPTEA B pijae
B0 APYTHOT CBET I B2 PALTA C0 T Saemyrna ia Gune yien"?
Mo KpaTho PasMHCTYBAE, G/CH CPEROBEYEN YODEK M
oprosopr: Hiuxojier we (i pexan Taka, & Toj SHag 8K Cimo
cyM ¢ rit wenoanyean obspekure”. Kora |0 1a mpamas oa
AvinaTa, AoGHBAR YINTE MOMATEY REGOPMATHEHI OATOBORIN 01
oo, 2 VORAEH CYM J9Ka OB HE @ NOPaiH T0a WTo JIyTeTo ce
CPAMAT O HHBHOTO CYEBEPHE H 3d0CTaHATOCT {OTROPEHD
abopysaa xa Apyri o6HYAH, KON CE CMETAAT 34 CPAMHEMN NPt
TYTHHIH, KaKo [ITO ¢ Npeareaafapesomo neHEnne 54 et
Hi HEBECTATA), TVEY CAHOCTABNO HEMAZ IITO I3 PEYAT MO T
ML e,

MojaTta npernocTaskd e JeKa NAPTHIAHCKMOT MAaCakp,
HEFAMHCTHE H IEAOCHD HEOBJACHIE B0 PAMEATA Ha NOKATHOTD
OfRUAJHD TPAED, TPEIHARIKRN TAKOE WOK, WTe PEIVATHRAA Co
neaocH: amuesija waj apexuneanute. [lresencenTe
KMEPAPXHYHHE OJIHOCH CE IESHATENPHPAAS, HOBHTE aRTOPITIETH
ROBENE BAODEHTENHO OMITo 00pasoBIHHE KOE TO VHIITTHAO
MYXOBRROTO BEPYEARRE CO HASJATA 34 OMUTECTBEH CRAC I 1D
SAMEHHAS TPATHIHOHAIHHOT MEXAHHIAM Ha OAMA3RaTa 00
CEXOIOHEBHUOT APONTPAPEH TEPOp: BHAYCILETO HA CTAPHTE
NPHEAIHH R0 parvieso Wil safopapedo I Ha HEBHO MecTo
MO8 EXCTEPIOPHOCTA Ha BpeseTo i HeTopHjaTa. Mectoro koe

locals eould only tell me that their ancestors arrived anything
[rom 80 to 300 vears ago, but they knew for sure that they were
flecing a vendetta. Of course there was one event that the older
among them remembered clearly: the Partisan advance on the
territory in 1944...

I mide many attempts to stimulate the remnants of the beliefs
that Durham had deseribed in such detail seventy vears earlier,
At the time of myv arrival in Lag T had the opportunity to speak to
a gathering of a recently pacified family, five of the twenty male
members would have been potential murderers in the town a
week earlier. | asked them did they believe in the afterlife, and
they replied that, ves, the priest teaches that it exists. “So what
happens if your vietim approaches you in the next world and
asks what he did to deserve it?" After brief consideration, a
middle-aged man replied: “He would never say that, he too would
know that T was only fulfilling my obligations,” Wherever T ashed
about the soul [ received even less informative answers than this,
anc it is my conviction that this is not becanse the people find
their superstitions and "backwardness™ embarrassing (they
talked openly about other customs, which they themselves con-
sider shameful in front of cutsiders, such as the haggling over
bride price that precedes marriage), they had simply nothing to
say abaut the issue.

My supposition is that the Partisan massacre, unimaginable and
wholly inexplicable within the framework of local custom law,
unleashed such a shock that it produced total amnesia in the
survivors. The hierarchic tribal relationships disintegrated, the
new anthorities introduced general compulsory education which
dismembered spiritual belief with the idea of social redemption,
and replaced the traditional vengeance mechanism with every-
day arbitrary terror: the meaning of the old stories was lost or
forgotten and their place was taken by the exteriority of time
and history, The place which Durham and Giecov hiad envisioned
as an anthropological reserve dissolved into a ghetto state — the
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Hypant i Fevos ro 3AMHCIH]A KAKO aHTPONMIOIIKR PEaepEaT oo
PACTHOPN BO TETO APHKABEA — NAAHHEHTE KOHEYHO CE
Jiinianipann”. H yimme nosaxno, o8 npejae Bo Ap#AEHA
PUNICTREHOET, Né PACTPABHTE 34 TMOCEA0T per Se BegHam
Wisieanan. Bo pesepasHHOT X40C TPH KP4jOT HA OHKTATYPATa,
Pnest Gpaj napUesna ceraBame NCIINBE HA NOBPIIHHA, KOH
[upn Beagpyro e paabHpANEBO) He ce OfHecYRaa Ha
IEMORPATH]AT, KOja HHXOTaI H He NOCTOeNa, HHTY NaK Ha
Y ASHTE AKTHEHOCTH, KAKD Neseke 1ed o npeseppalja
Wi KT, CE OJHECYRSA HA OPACcTAPOTO NPako”, Koe Mopale
A e BOBEIE 38 AA cf BOCTIOCTARH Gapem KaKDB-TAKOE Ded,

{ W01 cvM I3 NOBEPYERM BO OHA IITO MH T'0 PEKGE MOHTE HIBOPH
i) COFIACHOCT €0 OhAIHJATHATE AHHI}A: JEKa CHCTEMOT Ha
IETLCTT HEYEIHAT 33 BPeMe HA IeKaaHTe HA JuETaropereo. Ha
HOMETOROT HA 1997 300pyRan co nomEnae of cenoro Topoaime
Wj M KigKa gexa TaTeo My Grn yiren 8o 1046. Hopacaan Bea
TITKD W ETRHAA TIOARIAELN BO 1090, RoDRA MHINTON H ro youn
vimeuor wa tateo My, C& yurre 1o Ofapxysa JaK0HOT, HO He
NiEIe Aa ME Kawe o) saroH, Ggejks, kako mro seaw, we G
A |CTRYERA AA CIIPeYH HI3BPIIBARE Ha BEHIETa AYPH # Kora G
e oo yomenor, Osa, CNOPE NOAHOISHOT € DOPEToOK0T Ha
ileiiTaTa. Jomro # 68 Mmucren norsaxy? Herara roguna,
PETETABHHE HA HETOBATA 00nacT Hanpaen obny 33 yOHCTRO BO
IERABHIOT TAPAAMENT, M0 08 M3TI813 BOASH 0 KPBHA BEHIETA.

(1 1990-THTE HagaMy Opai Ha BEHJETH ja 3arnHeHa Cepepra
AnfanHja: AeAyMHO NopagH opobymgeRHTe cekapama Hi
HeOJIMASIEHATE CAYIYEAa Off MHHATHTE NEEalH, JeTyMHo
HOpaHE TOA 1ITO PACAPABHKTE OKOAY AeHANHOHATHIANK]ATA
JOBEI0A A0 HOBH cysan ko Dapaa xpesa onmasna, Mosebn
[WACTIATHERETO Hil CHAHMOT BERTPRAHINPAH AFTOPHTET, KOJANCoT
i EHTPAAHATE HHCTHTYIIHK KOH CHMYIHpPaa Brafejausa
AETHEROCT JOBENE M0 JMHBYHARE HA HHARHATA BRCTHHCER
CYIITHHA S, KOja HHKOTAI HeMa A3 TH Pasgyapa i OpeTcTasyra
fapeM Herakea Gesbegnoct. CaMo mMTO KOHEYHOD ja AOCTHTHAR
OMEATA Ha 3ATEYYBADE Ha HHBHHTE, 00 IeEANH AITH PaHl Ha

highlands had finally been “civilised”. And more importantly,
everything came into state ownership so property disputes per
se ceased to exist forthwith. In the general chaos of the end of
the dictatorship, a number of scraps of memory floated to the
surface, which (and this is no doubt understandable) were not
concerned with a democracy which had never existed, nor with
the more mundane manual activities of baking bread and pre-
serving foods, but rather with the "ancient law” which had to be
brought into effect so that some sort of order could be restored.

I am inclined to believe what 1 was told by my informants in
agreement with the official line: that the vendetta system disap-
peared during the decades of dictatorship. In early 1997 T spoke
to a policeman in the village of Toroviceé who told me his father
had been murdered in 1946. He grew up fatherless and joined
the police in 1990, acquired a gun and shot his father’s mur-
derer, He still serves the law, but he couldn't tell me which law,
ginee, he said, he wouldn't act to prevent a vendetta's fulfilment
even if he shared a bedroom with the murderer, This, according
to the policeman, is the order of things. Why shouold he think
any differently? In that same year a representative of his area
attempted murder in the country's parliament, driven apparently
by a blood vendetta.

Sinee the early 19905 a wave of vendettas has flooded North Al-
bania; partly because the memory of unavenged affairs of the
past decades were rekindled, partly because the arguments that
arose around re-privatisation led to new cases requiring blood
revenge: It may be that the dissolution of strong centralised au-
thority, the collapse of central institutions simulating govern-
mental activity, led to a revival of their virtual “real essence”,
which would never disappoint them and which presented some
sort of safety. Except that when they finally reached the point of
healing their decades-long grievances in the "old way”, they found
themselves embroiled in a tradition about which nobody knew
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Péter Krasrtev The Pibce of Amnesia -

LCTHPIGT BAUNH", ¢ HAJA0E BU TPAZMIH]A S TTPHEIITIN |
MPEHECHI ITRKO] He P no3Haea. TToMHEaT caMo gexa KXpera Gapa
kpe”. Bo melfvepeste, MHCTPYMENTHTE 38 HAATNENYBAmE o2
OTCYTHH, HEMA BETOPHTET, HEMA NPenop0/) Ha XTepapRijeTa Ha
KITAHODH 1 M TR KO 10 PEryHpas ofitajnoTo npaso, ko
obesbenyveaa Bexoj Banane 0 ja pasbupda nospeMeRiTa
JMeradianka” Ha kpearTe ofuvai ORa W ce Bapexyis
xaxmapfe { HeHanejHa cMpr”) c& TOJaBH Cpee oBNE HOBH
ORONMHOCTH — hopMa Ha BEHALTA ARTHRHPANE 071 CIIETAN
HMIIVIIC, OCTEEE]EH TH HACTPAHA PHTVATITES B KanyHoi.

Bo Crazap, rpaa co B0 000 SHTEAM, 1) MOMEITOR M CTOTHHI
CEMEJCTRA B0 KPB”. 3HAYH BO MPa)OT HME OROTY 1000 ~ 1500
noTERURATEN yRRNE Bt sprTi. MuporaopanTe® go
pabOTAT BO rRANOT G2 menoris TvEre, Hesaar nirmy comejun
HETY TPHATEICKH BPCKH OO 1 POTATONICTIT MIGHNT CamMo Jul
TH O0jacHAT TIRARMARTR, OAIOCHD, i o8 oluaaT e rn oueer
ROSUIRKTITTR B SACeI HE arstapie (TPainoisien Kpsen
treyaanuzam). Temwro qekd ona ¢ Hekojd creThy HInHEa,
noceHD KOTE 08 MM HA VM JIEKS MUDOTIOPIHTE MO[aaT 14 5
SEMAAT TPABIIITH Ha KoM NoyayeaaT of Kauyaodl, nanmmsy
o1 Tenon co cocest PAZTTHCES IAMEPE M I TIUIKY MHORY Bpene,
PaboTata Ha MEPOTROPELOT HE ¢ MHOIY NPCCTHAHA BO ORD
BPEME, HUTY nak € Acbpo nmarena. Ho, Gex pasnnia jasu
HUREHHOT COBET CF CIIVIIEA BAM HE, 50 HITE HE I0CTOH OTRCHOCT 01
kasta. Ha npuaiep, enes MUpPOTBOPEL] BOTPONIT eCT MEcenn
NOCETYHAJEH &IHO cemejeTao Bo 0GMp Aa ri yhe ga ne ro
YOMBART TPHTOANITHOTO CHEYE HA YGHEDOT N A DOYCKRAT
HEROAKY FOOHHE J0NeRA TATKOTO He marese off surnop. bl
FCIEX.

TIRANHENTE HA APEABETS BEPOJATHO B BR[YVBAAT OMANKY 1 O]
upkeaTa. ODade ayle He TAEZIaT MHOTY pasinka sefy
KOMYHECTIHHECTO BIATEeHC OFl MTHETOTO, KOS #M RCa/(il CTpas
H MM TH IPEEHHA NPACTAPHTE OFAOCH. T HMIOTEHTHATA BAIIA
on ceranmocTa. Mokra mam eexcram ma Guna Tyla, Taa He

the how’s and why's any longer. They only remembered thatl
“blood requires blood”. In the meanwhile, the instraments of
supervision are absent, there is no anthority, there has been no.
rebirth of the hiesarchy of clans and tribes which had regulated
the custom law, ensured a kind of balanes and understood the
oecasional “metaphysics” of the blood customs. The hakmearne
(“sudden death”) appeared in the midst of these new circums-
stances - a form of the vendetta which is triggered only by spon-
tanecus impulse, disregarding the ritgals of the Kanum,

In Shkodra, a town of 80,000 inhabitants, there are about a hun-
dred families “in blood” at the moment. The town is therefore
home to about 1,000 - 1,500 patential murderers and viclims.
"Peace-makers” operating in the town are complete outsiders.
They have neither family nor friendship ties to the protagonists,
all thew can do is explain the rules, that is, try and steer the con-
ficts in the direction of the gyakmare (traditional blood fen-
dalizm). This is hardly a bright prospect, especially when we re-
member that the peacemakers must take the rules they teach
from the Kanun, written with an entirely different purpose in
mind by Gjecow all that time ago. The job of peace-maker doesn't
carry much prestige these days, nor does it pay well, But, whether
their advice is heeded or not there no threat of retaliation. One
peace-maker, for example, spent six months visiting & certain
offended family trving to convines them not to kill the murderer’s
three year old son, and to wait a few vears instead until the fa-
ther gets out of prison. He didn’t succeed.

The inhabitants of the highlands probably trust the state even
less than the ehurch, These people see little difference between
the Communist powers of the past, who instilled fear and dis-
rupted their ancient relationships, and the impotent government
of the present, Power has always been alien, nothing good has
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ML G0 HIITO ZOOPo, AVPHE HE KOTE cAMMTe o oibupaar
ST RH .

WurepnpeTanui 3a HAHKHATA

L, AIpARKHCT PasyM He BI J03EMTVEL 4 CF OTREHEME 07
iAot 13 TO PaNHOHATHIHPAME H OIPOMHRGTO KOJTHMGCTRO
WpanporHoeT Bo Anfannja. He sepysan foxa speas i ce
Sanpamane gann GrsaproTo obUYajH0 OPABO HEKAKD [
DRI H AT CERE REYMYINPAHI HPATDHATHH PEakIim 1 e
FpnnnTe oOg4ay NPeTCTABYBAAT CAMO TPATH 0] HEKO)d
M PR THE HPARMOHATHOCT.

LA S Uil CTPEERR, TEAR, CROPMO & CHTYPHD ReKa n0iyajuoto npanao,
Gl el CROJATA TPHPOTE, BETYSYRA HEJACHHA H MPAltHAIHY
wiementr. Jpanunata kOM HALACASET WPALNOHANE,
WNCTH [CHD W MACTEPHOZHD, . Ha FTOR TOTTGH 08 KRR RAAT KAKD
INITTITHHIH HA SYBCTEOTO 34 HOSHTHTET HA 3a8QHANATA™ — BB
¢ papyiiata Ha Kanasm Kapmajkn go meropata enopenfa na
odiriajnoro npaeo kaj Enpente & Posrre {Kapsajin, 1997:281),
Nivnrep O, Bejpox ofm yIOTE HOHATAMY H BEAH AexKa
NP TEHOHLTHITE 8AEMEHTH BO 00MYA]HOTO TPAnG PaiiiHo
e stiokart fa ce objacear, Gupaejtn CHOen eTHCTEEH SaemenT
(L IHIECTO MOJKE 3 j2 PACTYPS A0THKATA Ha nenoro” { Bejpox,
(TR R

P nepeieeTH RS PENOPETYES HETETHIEHTEH KOHCEHIVE Mely
PN HEEHOTO B HPATHORATHOT), OOPeqeHl eTeMeEnTH Ha
SR NOTD TPARG 1A ¢F HHTEEPHPEAT BO OPABHIOT CHCTEH,
(iU K1 I PABIIATA MYTALIH]A Koja ke oo Aodne MOMKE [ € INUIeEHD
ipidaranma 3a aviero. ToToa TH EMAME CHEKTAKVAAPHG
e, gako Tumorn PoBepTeot, KOH CMETART AEKE MOHAT
I 11 NHMERAT JIPACTAPOTO Npano”, Hapes Bo NONETO HA
VIPHATHERD DEIABARE HA KOHQUIHKTHTE", H TBPGAT Jeka
Roneten i € posoano (rexcrBILTeH 0 BpeMe g3 ce npHenocobl
P I AR ETpedin i i 1 HasrHe AnDaEmITe Ha HASjaTa

ever come of it for them, not even when they get to elect their
own representatives,

Interpretations for the future

However, common sense will not allow us to abandon the at-
tempt to rationalise even the staggering amount of irrationality
that is at stake in Albania. 1 don't believe it's worthwhile inguir-
img a8 to whither or not the bizarre custom law has in some way
elicited these accumulating irrational reactions or whether the
blood customs are fust the traces of some inherent irrationality.

It is almaost certain, on the other hand, that customary laws, by
its nature, includes blurry and irmational elements. “Rules that
have appearance of being irrational, antiquated and mysterious
- turn out on closer inspection to serve the community’s need
to preserve its sense of identity”, is Calum Carmichael’s formula
in his comparison of the custom laws of Jews and Roma
(Carmichael, 1907:281). Walter 0. Weyranch goes as far as to
say that the irrational elements of the custom laws cannat be
explained rationally heeause “a single element of a role of law
may destroy the logic of the whale" (Weyraueh, 1997:230).

One perspective essentially recommends an intelligent consen-
sus between the rational and the irrational: certain elements of
the custom laws ean be integrated into the legal system, sinee &
legal mutation arrived at in this way might be more easily ac-
cepted by the people. Then there are the spectacularly naive, such
as Timothy Robertson, who see an opportunity to apply the “an-
cient law”, at least in the field of “alternative conflict resolution”,
arguing that the Kenun was flexible enough to adjust to chang-
ing demands over time and toaceustom Albanians to the notion
of respect for the rule of baw: that it represents, in other words,

x,
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Piter Kragztey  The Price of Ameasia .

33 NMOMMT KOH BIEICEHETO Ha MPRB0T0: oo ApyrH s0pORH, 1exa
I'il IPETCTAEYBY CYIMITHACKHTE OATHER Ha ASMOEDATCEHTE
speanocrn [Pofepron, 1000:5-6). Ceraxo, opa BH npuiasRHO
HE £ CTY9ROT OB02: AVPI 1 B0 DpOSHCTeRATS fepaija na l'evon,
Kongroii @ BESMILTOCER W HCEPHMEBEATOICEN, HO DeTaK g
JOpar” & npesreer 1 Ha ApyTH secta, Eaen gobpo nozsar
npHMep & NPoNaHATHOT Kanadoprck ofing N o0 esere
Parann Epie (Pomesomo mpaso) Bo cyckata iparrika. Kamaia
@ MAAKY noyememHe o Tasy Hagujangute i pakoBogar
COMCTEEHNTE HPARHE CHCTEM) BO XAPMOHH]A 0O OHHEe HE
AP#ABATH, HO APWABATE CHOCH OTrpOMHN TPOMOLM,
ApaboTVEAj kY HAlMOHANHH CHITH 33 DealejiiocT, counjanis
pabOTHINIH B NHIMAHCKH ATBoKaTH 0 agsanncrpamitia (M,
1907:380-308]. PagniraTta e p0 06 7T0 CERO OBY CF (CTVYYEL BD
Aodpo ToFHATHOT BOCET B KYATYPATA ABTOHGMIA, 33 Koja Bo
AnBUHIA He NoCTOW mpecefan. A ano of JeMe peasig i
EROHOMEKATA KANMY, 32 MOKHOTO OAPHRYBAIE: Hil BARBA
CIPVETYPR HMA 0f [OMATKY HATEH.

Kora yo sanpaniag Benpa Yoy, MRpeETop & HAGHOHATHATE
KasHeHH HHCTHTYIIH, KOg € HETUBOTO THYHO MHCARIRE 33
CMPTHATA Ka3na, 10] Ml OATDBODH, MUIKY HEPBOSHO, 1EKa He
6 pazbpin, Ho coopen Hero AnGuHNja @ eHeTBERATE 3eMja
o Enpota gage mro Gu fioro rpenno maa da ce yeuae, Harnena
ALKA He MOME J4 Co MOCTHIHE HOrIeM KoMIpoMEe MEery
EBPOOCKATE PREHN TGP M IEMOECEOTO 05iajHo Mpaso o1
oB0j. A npolTeMoT Hi KPRENOT peyTannsan Hak ke ocTaHe

HEPeeH.

Cropen MeHe, DpeIoaRTe 32 SACIUTYRARS [t TPOIIHDYBahE Ha
CHETEMITTE Ha 0OPAZORHE YOIVTH o2 0/Ba] HEMTO NOseke o
BAPHJAIIE HA HAHBARTE pemenija. Bo npagTHEaTa, oBa ke ro
obHUBjANHIHPA  MHPOTBOPCTHOTO, K& TO [PETBOPH
NOCPeAyBarSTO BO [LEAaTeHa paboTa. BoyviiHocT, HEMTATa ce
CBEAYBAT t1a Toa Jexa Huper THeTpl B IpyTHTe caMoRasHaenn
MEPOTBOPIH ZHOCTARHO CAKAAT DOCTOJIH (IPHXDA, IHIATEH 04
| DpRABATA WK 04 Hexoja dongaunia. Bo 1995, B0 Cranap Geme

the essential features of demperalic values { Robertson, 1009, 5-
&), This ts not even remotely the case of course: even in Giegov's
well-groomed version the kanun is merciless and discriminas
tory, hut this kind of “marriage” has nevertheless been attempted
elsewhere. A well known example is the failed Californian at=
tempt to insert the Romani Kris (Romi law) into judicial prac-
tice, Canada has had a little more suecess, where Native Ameri-
cans operate their own legal systems in harmony with those of
the state, but the state bears an enormous financial burden to
that end, enploving national forces of law enforcement, social
workers and native born lawvers and administrative workers
(Lae, 1997:3849-300). The difference is simply that all this takes
place within the familiar register of coltural autonomy, for which
to precedent exists in Albania. And given the economic climate,
the maintenance of such an infrastructure would probably prove
even mote hopeless.

When I asked Bedri Coku, the head of mational penal institutes,
fur his private opinion about capital punishment, he replied, a
[ittle nervously, that I wounld aot understand, bt in his opinion
Albania is the only European country where it would be a mis-
take to repeal it. T imagine that no greater compromise than this
can be arranged between European legal norms and the tribal
custom laws. And still this won't solve the problem of blood feu-
dalism,

Tomy mind, suggestions to esealate and expand systems of edu-
calional services are little more than variations on the naive so-
lutions. In practise this will officialise the work of peace-mak-
ing, turning mediation into a kind of paid job, Ultimately Ndrek
Pietri and other self-appointed peace-makers simply want a
stable income paid by the state or a foundation. In 19935 a Peace
anid Revenciliation Studies Centre was opened in Shkodras but,
after a short uncertain existence, it was closed agam during the
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s Heniliap 3a uapediee KO Mupoil o Toxupysarseillo,
i e 3aTHROPEH, M0 KPATED HECHIYPHO NOCTOREE, 33 BPEME
i xanceor 1997, Ha cnrvyen BadR, B 0B0j MeTOJ] He Venera Ja ji
pualiepe WpAITHOHATHOCTA HA EHOMEHOT Ha BEHAETATA: (UKD]
i @00 KpRT CEECHO SHAE eKa yDHBAReTD ¢ NOrPeLise, Ho
deiie cn npogotsysa. MaTonorijara Ha ropAocTa € MHOMY
HE TR O} HERO] ANCTPKTEH MOPAR: TYPH I KOMYHHCTHYKOTO
NOpeIne BOS0TH He Moserre 12 ja wabpume, Ce coMAeram nexa
M HITE TpocBeTTYBAYN ke BHAAT NOYLHemHH O HHBHITEe
IR EETTHE KOJETH,

U o v HRIMORIPA TPAKTHYHD, jac 61 ro gedwnnpan kako
JEMENA Ha METOTONIH eTPYRTVPH”, BO FEjSHHATE naTEnHCH
Yt [lypam pasrnegyeame eana gopma Ha cnomaaroro. Bo
eniro Byenm ce sanozHana oo Hagecen Oven [losann,
Anfunpan”™ WTATHjAHCKE CBEMTERHE, Koj, TOKpaj crojor
Wiien, ' HTpa’ H YROTHTE HA BOETOD W CYAHjA B0 HETOROTD
FIWi, 1 To HAMPAEH TO& M0 KETHe SeMja MEOTY noyoGno co
cnorto npaeyereo”, dypaM ja aBpUIyEA HPHEAAHATA CO OBAD
wlwneinsa: Bo By, HéMame Epe 8o pamMERTe Ha Dapjakor,
B L Off PETEHTE SIVHAH HA KpB Detite BeTHANT HAADHKER Tpe)
wer s A aane cyn” (dypant, 1985: 00)

LMymaeceT roJHEY TOA0NHA, B0 CAMOTHHRTE DAAHRWHE Hal
Pojonekmor 3aans, ro cpernan Oven [lex”, jeayurcrn
CeenrrennE of jyana Hramia, xoMy oBa mve sy Deme JaieHo
NI TOA O BrcTHeKoTo, Jlaxkomo®, 33 menrraniere Gicio
npeaoaro. (Ova Geme cenoro Bus, Koe, 3380HO co HEMOATA
GROAIHR, DA JATROPERA BOSHA 30HA BO epaTa Ha Xoya.
Hinwony e sy Delne oanaueHo i CTANKE B0 0BaA 0BRACT, DCBEH
WO NITLTE TYKA CTATHONHPEHN, 113 TAKS HACEAEHHETO HHBELN0
W LGN HI0AAME]A B IH cHAIVEAND ¢0 HAMMDHHII DHHE
wn kacapriTe. Bo 1991 Hexomy Bo BarAxaH MY TEKHAMO jexd
wewornm opme ayre Sine Karomsns, ma ro sparie Orenor, koj
LTI MOAMEN HATTPABHA BRECTHHCKD Yyi0: HArPajiHa nar,
e, MAjUHKCEY 10M, 3 HA KPaj B UDKEA €O OOMON HA
RO TOTEDEE oL eTOT CreT. Ener o A0KaaHRTe dapMepH ropao

chaos of 1997. This method similarly fails to account for the irra-
tionality of the vendetta phenomenon: everyone “in blood” knows
eonsciously that killing is wrong, but they do it anyway. The
mythology of pride is much stronger than some abstract moral-
ity: even Communist brainwashing was unable to clear it out of
men's minds. [ doubt that today's enlighteners will have any more
sueeess than their earlier colleagues.

What can be seen to work in practice T would define as the “sub-
stitution of mythological stroctures”. In her travel writings Fdith
Durham gave her attention to one form of this. In the village of
Vukli she became acquainted with a certain Padre Giovanni, an
“Albanianised” Italian priest, who, besides the practice of his
calling, also acted as doctor and fudge among his flock, "who
have made a small corner of the of the world the sweeter for his
presence”. Durham finishes her story with this remark: “Vukli
«.was free from blood within the bariak [sic!), but one of the few
cases of blood was at once laid before him for his opinion”
(Durham, 1985:90).

Eighty vears later in the lonely mountains above Rodon Bay 1
met “Father Jack,” a Jesuit priest from southern Italy, who was
given thiz name because the locals found the original “Giacomo”
too long, This was the village of Bizé, which, along with its envi-
rons, was declared a closed military zone during the Hoxha era.
Mobody was allowed set foot inside the area except the soldiers
stationed there, and the local population lived in perfect isoli-
tion, catering for the occupants of the barracks. In 1991 it oc-
curred to somebody in the Vatican that these people had once
been Catholics and so the Padre was sent, and in four years he
had worked a veritable miracle: he built a road, 2 school, a ma-
ternity home, and, finally, a church, with the help of voluntesrs
from all over the world. One of the local farmers proudly showed

me sausages hanging from his rafters — in Italian which they ﬁ

:
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MH I NOKGKYEAIE KOADACHTE KoM MV BHECEd H3 IPagyTe = O
TO4 HA HTANHJAHCKH, FIOTS HeTe (W10 HAVIEAR 33 BpeME Ha
npectojor Ha oTenor, Hamese gexa opa My Gunog mpenaTt na
KoH3EpEIpa xpana. Bo MRRATOTO, AKD CTYMAJHO HAEEAE 1k
Meco, earam ro roteene. [lodraa ga mevar mefi camMo OFRaRD
Orens [lex wo werpagy §yvpHe 1§ CH BAYIR KAKO A 00 T0THT AT
TECTOT. SHAYH, 33 YeTPHECET B DT rOJeHI NacefoHIeTo Ha
PORoHeKHOT TUTYOCTPOB He CaM0 1o 1 2aryiii cromre ofuga,
HHBHATA TPaIHIHOHATH KOCMONOTH]a, HHBHATR peniiia,
HAPOOHN BepYEAEEA H MENHIHHCKO IHAEHE, HURHATE
ParOTROPGHE (MOIHATIIOT M NDEKPACER KILTUM HOPAo ¢ TR
80 oeaa ofaacr) Tyry ri aabopasHia 1 HEjECKHITE pRboTi b
enia ocroBHa wueeawxa, Ho co Omen les, nounyeaaT ja oo
NPHCEEABIAT, NOAEKA CB ONOPARYRAET OF ITNHATA AMUCIHjL.
Mefvroa, e/IHo REOTTO ¢8 HEMa BpaTeno: Besgerari, Han e
trre i pesoma lypas: Qretor oo HITpase TOm ML RETEe demji
MHOTY Toyanhne o cacete npueyersa’, Eanmersennte
opofinemi ¢0 ORGY METHL e o WIEIROEAPSE Caso Ba
R TepaTopin o Gupa concrses Cren Llek, xoj,
ECUIKY ICTO JITHM, © Cam0 ef1am.

Jipyra moscHa BaDEjALNGE HA TEMATE Fl MITTOOOMIKD aMema,
KOpUCTERE JOMAHK Marepujani’, e hecoiio, beca, mmo
FHAU JAKTETHA 32 MHP , © EIEH BILITDPERHI MR OTHOT, Rj MIGEE
TR GRe NPOTITACESH K0 3RETHITA (10 M (PR CMeT) o
OCETH RATPO3EHA O HEXREER OriTa onacuocT, (rephajn cyeta
Aexa 0noj HEHOMEH MORE 18 08 OO BO CEKOE GINTTECTRO K1
epBrETE obuman nocrojar (OrepBajn, 1996:405), Cnopea
OpeResHn nasentan ot Kocoso, Bo 1990, KOCA CRLICKITE 112011
OOSHAR A 0 HHTEHSHBHPAAT TEPOPOT, CF OJIN M1
AKTHEHRCTIYES AB0jKa KO TPOMOSHPAILE TOMIPYBARE T0Mery
OHME 20000 EOH BO ToA Bpeme Bea 0o wpe°, B0 HMe Ba
APYANVEANE Ha CHITHTE IPOTHE 38T HHYEHOT TpoTi i [far,
15040:10). Bo HCTHOT Nepio, YIITE 6AHa XapHaMaTIHHa ¢1 TyVpa,
Antok Yera, gojne Ha 49en0 Ha APYTO, GUHAKBOG VCIEDIHG
JBHHEEHE 33 noMupyeake, Cenax, ofjanyeanern na becars He ¢
Bes cpow upofinesis. Eqna oumrreisna Maga e norpefiara aa

had also learnt during the padre’s sojourn. This, it turned out,
was the first time he had ever preserved food, [n the past if they
accidentally came across meat they'd cook it straight away, They
had been baking bread only from the time Father Jack builta:
furnace and showed them how to make the dough rise. Within.
forty-five vears, therefore, the inhabitants of the Rodon penin-
sula had fost not only their customs, their traditional cosmel-
ogy, their religion, their folk beliefs and medicinal knowledge,.
their handicraft (famoushy beautiful kilim used to be woven in
the area), but they had also forgotten the essentials for the maost
elementary subsistence. But it is all slowly coming back with
Father Jack, people are gradually recovering from their amne-
sin. One thing has not returned, however: the vendetta, Or as
Durham would hiave pat it: the padre “have made a small corner
of the of the world the sweeter for his presence”. The onby prob-
lems with this particular method are that it works in entirely
isolated territories and it requires & Father Jack, of whom, o the
hest of my knowledge, there is ouly one,

Ancther possible variation on the mythologicsl substitution
theme, using “domestic materials”, is besé. Besé, which means:
an “gath for peace”, is a kind of ceasefire which may be declared
if the community (in the widest sense) feels threatened by com-
mon danger of some kind, This is a phenomenon which Otterbein
helieves is observable in every society where blood eustoms are
in operation (Ckterbeln, 1906:495) According to certain reparts
from Kosovo, when the Serb authorities began to step up terror
in 1990 a young activist couple appeared advocating reconeilia-
tion among the 20,000 or so who were in blood at the time, in
the name of concertation against their common enemy {Young,
1999:100). In the same period another charismatic figere, Anton
Getta, came to the fore at the head of a similarly successful rec-
anciliation movement, The besé declaration is not without prob-
lems of its own, however. One obvious drawback is that a great
cataclysm is required for the blood-letting to be reined in and

hi.-— - |




POMA KOTAKNHIMA 33 fa Aojae A0 3anHpake Ha
BRI R RETO, & A¥PH H TOFAI CRMO CE DIT0KYED I:B'EI
Balaehiap cayyaj) noMeToKOT Ha CASAHAOT BpaE BERIETH.
ST OF RS B HEE TH OCOYYEA OfUIMYHATA CTVIH]3 Ha
Ui 1Tsanpep-Crpepe 3a noBRRHETE HECTAHN Ha DecaTa,
B T LYYV RE JIEKA OBHE HEKOTAll HE [0 ONgaiaaT geiom
Whreneine B Jeka WM CYaT nocefHo Ha KHTEPecTe HA
BALIEjAUEATA AAMHBRACTPANNIA, C0 WITO 00 HEKOS BPEMn
WorTano ce Hasanysa ediextiarocTa e Gecara ([Hnangep-
Citmepe, 1990:9-11) HejanHoTo MBCIEHkE 0O THYIPIEYEa. BIHD
APVTe HETPAKYBAME KOB TOKAKYBI JeKa JYDH # MOnsHe
WnpuEoTo ToMHEpyYEatse Ha Kocoro me ro ompaka nenoro
miscecnerine { Mangoms, 1008:20).

Jhi, HE OCTAHYERD OYHIIENHOTS PalHOHATHD pEIleHiE;
UPTTIP e HA ApeRaRd JOBOJIHD CIUTHA I IENTPAHRINDAH
i A4 TH PRIOPYMA MACHTE M fla OpTaHusHpa eferTiima (1
NOMILTKY KOPYMITHPAHA) IOUEAILILE 3 CYICKH CHCTEM, 0/ &/IR
TR, OJF APYTA CTPARE, 13 TH HCROPHCTH MEXaHREMITE Ha
Hpanirga npepacnpenents 3a ga rH yhegH aylfero gexs
M HEHTATHBHAT NEMOKDATHIA ¥ RI4IESHET0 Ha OpaBOTO
npraat. Hma MEOTY NPEMEPH 10 MEHATHOT BEK KOH ro
WY TTRIPAAT DBA: HEWTO CAWYHD C& HMa emyyeno so Ppamja,
Uplinga, jysoa HTanja 8 MEOTY IpyrH 2eMjR Ha MegeTepanor.

HaenpoTn 0B, BAKBATA MOK & ¢& YINTE OTCYTHA, HA NPHMEp, BO
Pypumja, Evner u meoryDpojHR apanckd ApotasH, Kame; B
Nukpa) NeRTPANNEHpPAHATE OPKABHA MoK, 3AKOHCHATA
CoMOreniEnEja ok vinTe He it sadarioa KypamTe i paHuTe
NuMAZCKH eTHHYER rpynu. Bu Guao Henpaseaso 1a ja
napcraeume Dancka, kagewro ce Gopar co ofHYAKTE Ha
k0T heyIanHIaN KoM HMEFpHpLIER 3ae0H0 0o PoMHTE B
wecrhagceTvor Bk {Ipyrdope, 1977), iwm aype # Bennxa
bprranije, kane ofiNajHETe TPABMH CHCTEMH HA EATHHUMTE
[ (s CpyIEa e eMeTa 33 PosH, Hako PEATHO TOR € TeIIED J3 Ce
VTEPAR) [ paaiwsMHNTe HMHTPAHTCKH TPyOW, nocefuo
HnKicTARIIETE, 08 YHHAT HEBOSMOMIHH 34 KONTpOIE. Hury nax
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even then it only delays, at best, the commencement of the next
wave of vendettas. Other limitations are broached in Stephanis
Schwander-Sievers' outstanding study on the more significant
instances of besé, in which she reaches the conclusion that these
never extend to the entire population and that they serve the
interests of the prevailing administration in partienlar, which
gradually diminishes the effectiveness of bes# over the course of
time (Schwander-Sievers, 1999:9-11), Her opinion is supported
by other research which shows that even the large scale recon-
ciliation in Kosove did not extend to the entire population
{Malcolm, 1998:20),

Which leaves the obvious rational solution: the organisation of a
state, strong and centralised enough, on the one hand, to disarm
the populace and organise an effective (and less corrupt) police
foree and judicial system, and, on the other, to use the mecha-
nisms of just redistribution to convinee people that representa-
tive democracy and the rale of law are worthwhile. A number of
examples from the last century illustrate this: something of this
kind has happened in Greeee, Serbia, South [taly and numerous
other countries in the Mediterranean are.

By contrast this kind of power has remained absent in Turkey,
for example, Egypt and @ number of Arab states where, despite
the centralised state authority, legal homogenization has not
extended respectively to the Kurds and to various nomadic eth-
nie groups. And it would be unjust to leave Finlind oot of this
list, where they have been grappling with blood fendal costoms
that immigrated with the Roma since the Sixteenth Century
(Granfors, 1977), or even Great Britain, where the customary legal
systems of “travellers” (this group are considered to be Roma,
although in reality their ethnicity is difficolt to determine) and
of various immigrant groups, Pakistani in particular, appear to
be equally uncontrollable®. Nor is there a single developed de-
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CIOETOH EIHA E/IMHCTREH PAIBHEHA AEMOEPATILR Kaja Mowe 14
(o CTIpeaH U HCKEOT HMATPART KOFa-TOrRI Ga ja yirpedi
KPREATA BRHJCT S3 04 T9 R HecoTracyeamara, Ora camao
B IO B JTEKA TICTOXHIETTE Ha KuyyHelll, BECTHnCEiL 10
HEMNCTEHK, CTANATE HEYHNITT/HEH [EHTPTHH KOMIOHHTI ia
HAMHORANCH H PEMTIORLIEH WIBHTITET.

Mefyroa, oBRe NPHEMEPH He & SAHHCTBEEATA HPHYITHD 34
ckerraEaam, [ocTajar Mamt (ascH 3 PATHOHARHO Peuesne
13 ENHA JRCLHHIEA THE HCTORMCRO MHHATO TD CRENYDD
OPRETORIOT KOLIHMAD HA UOMYTIRRHEA ONEPeTa, Koja npaTieo
PO ATy TR MERATOT 1 OHA MATRY TYBCTRO Ha (e ocy 1T
M HMaTa BO CONTMOAPHOCTA W PEIVASTOPHEUDT SA4KDH DpeKy
MACHAHD mpeAiaakans arsesnjs C8 Qomess WIEHTHTeTOT ¢
TOOTKY CHUTHG BP3SH 33 KPETA", MOBUT J@ C8 HIEH0TINT Cumo
MESH TR E VLIS TPOBITH I PETIEHITAT (BICTOT0 TA0 [ eTCTne
L YHHHITHPaHH0T BPETHOCER CHETEM Ha KOMYHHIMOT, KO, 10
CETD MUEHE MOI0mE, Momeb Gin gofposaiua npudured, oo
JECERA O (00 Ho3eTe Ha AvTeTo H oerd THe OuajHO Dapaar kaxon
Dot C3CTEM EA DAL, KOj MOSE 18 COLEATE DT A HITHIHTE
wHBoTIL CeTo ppese Aonera Gen Mefy HIE, M jileHo YyBCTRO
JERD HE HM @ V0G0 80 HEBHITE KOMKIE KRRO KU AOTO T HO
JAC MA 1O MPasH NOCHIHGTO jaC Ha KPRHATH TRRUIMIH]R" 1 KAk
ANCAAG0TO, TRCHO JAC A2 BE MORE Ja 8 CODMM 00 UPeTyIHHTE
npe. Kora abopysast co crpan i, Ataborn o noepaMeny o, cebe
EHAE] I o8 COOUYRRAT OO CRETOT KO} HHBHITTE T eIITCRN SHTeHE
HM T (TFHEQEYBIAT B0 HERHETE AUMOEE, ¥ KOj 384T J(0Ea TH
CMETE 23 JHEjAIH ¢ Dapfapr. A Mowefin DK ONA 0T0 B4 MEOTY
i METH £ T3 He MOMAT CAMO J1 J4 c/IETAT KOMATH B0 KOja C8
POACHH, THA TPAARIH]S W2 ¥ORCTEA KUJE BELHAL NOYHYBIET 15
ja NKETHEYRAT, CF A0AEKA TOMHHYBAAT Hekasner. Kora nexoj
pemer Gu Rl eJHAKED OUTHMECTHYEN DACIOSOEER KAKD
IEajuaTa AHTIICAKCORCKN NIATHHIE HABSILHA DOMOPE, KOW Ha
CEK0j] MEKOp NOTEHUHpANe Zeka Tpagnnujsta ke ympe Ges
FOBCOMIGETHIATE HS OAHOCHTE Bl MOE, 23 IEECET roqMHE ke
HAPAGAA TaKa Camofen/IHCAHO H HANBHO KAK0 INTO THE NATHHITH
HAMTEOAAT JeHe

mocracy that ean prevent the emigrant Albanian community resi-
dent within its borders from reverting to blood vendettas to sort
out their disagreements sooner or later, which only goes to show.
that the dispositions of the Ko, real or imagined, have be-
comi the ineradicable core components of a national and regional
identity’

However these examples are not the only cause for scepticism.
There s little chanee of & raticnal solution for 4 community whose
historical experience makes Orwell's nightmare read like a popu-
lar opevetta, and who have practically lost their past and what-
ever sense of security they knew in solidarity and regulatory law,
through violently induced amnesia. As long as idenlity remains,
so stromgly tied to “blood™ only transitory or specions sohitions
can be found: the firm ground presented by the unified valua!
syatem of Communism, which, after all the brainwashing, may
have been accepted voluntarily, has slipped out from beneath’
people’s fect and ever sinve they are desperately grasping after
uny system of rules that might cveate some order in their lives.
All the time [ was amongst them 1 had the distinct imspression
that they weren't comfortable in their own skin: as though their
pious self detested the strenger “blood tradition” self and the
weakest, law-ahiding, selfwas unable to deal with the ather two..
When they talk to strangers they are deeply ashamed of them-
selves hecause they are confronting the world which their satel-
lite dishes beam into their hovses, and which they know regarids
them as savage and barbaric, And perhaps what bothers them
maost is that they are unable to simply slough off this skin which'!
they were born into, this tradition of murder which they start
practising immediately for as long as they remain unpunished.
for it. If anvbody were to be as optimistic today as the Anglo-
Saxon travellers cited above, who emphasised at every step that
the tradition would die out with the consolidation of power rela-
tioms, they will look as smugly naive in sixty years time as those
travellers from the turn of the Century look today.
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Hperoy op ynrapeks: Cragen Xamdprc
Mpeson o anrawck: Came Taces

i

U Ve ERETIOEAS (i 000 DpEUERS noonyRLay Mepsuon Brrepe
[twasin) n Tinvep Bapra, Hagospenen opukas #a KoHeTpyRiiaTs na
WAFETE 31 HANPHCES-ARGANTEROT KOHTREYATET G MEpMaicEnTe
it rusendian B THBERRCTI MOHE 24 €2 Hajor g0 KEHTETE 168 rropaneT (Bapr,
1041819
Banruaproer g8 Savoe . Tvbors w Baumam Maxy 59 toa mmo e e
M) OEHE GARTH H TOA HEROAKVOATI, B0 HIBHEHTE HALWGE 8
B TR RLIEH L
Il peasamiree Jerani o MPAKIZHATA My U pomens @ Apras [y,

U] MEXARRIAM ¢ OOHITEH B eryapiars HE Kaiym Bapasjin (190707,
v i) wmsee Tof ienmno TEPIR SEKA WOKD MIMEREAe (ymejeas) o
nennEHHTE (RN 3aE0Es Sy MIIMIETLIHG (f PRATAEVHAST &0
L APYT, WA MAOTY CAWYAGCTH B0 DOCTOMEaTE RpaxTuaiocT
GEupEMEpIT BE ERREATE MexnEsin (Tanoo, xpec), Fegon aneparyes
TKMY TOXEA HARQEMERE MHTRPREHIGGL C0 BEMOESTH PUEOHCTPYRILLN 1A
POHRETOT Ha Kaimynor
“La npnpaT ro Sye apennemeTo B3 Tamome Pofeprood macnosess Owram
il Lavw i T of Trtsaition B e sotchepeseigig]ie, Fow aabrarom pyman
i Credonn Mizaxgep-UHnepe (emo W08 I NAOPEEE PAXOONCATE 0
HEHIPEPenIaTe Jocrammm.
elenn Hoyfn, SETitsen amBokar, S HsOTR=CrRD [peaasaies Hi i
rirme 80 bag Noschypr ®a egme XOHGepernia opragnaspany o
HuTepunuEoHATHOTD JAPYRERRE 4 WCTOPHIATY I EPHMHEARGT it
P REDTRGTO N aa Heliopuieme wa Bermerara, Jyan 1000, 3 wan, ae
(IO HECE TRECT.
|Laper TieTpH, OpeT=ogH0 CROMHATHOT DRGPECROLIEE MUPOTBODED 50
UEAZAPCKIOT PECHOH, Cofifkan ADCHE O, IOEYMEHTI KOH NOBDSEMH CF
A AFEARIT KON BIHERT BO CTPEFCTHI, it ADHERETO CE GIHACYESAT Ha ANfanoH
0T SEREPOT B BEHIETIL,

Translated from the Hungarian by Stephen Humphreys

Notes

! Modegate scepticism in this ssue is evineed by Mirands Vickers {1995:1)
aind Peter Bartl. An outstanding scoonnt of the corstruction of the idea of
Myrian-Albanian vontinnity by Gesman philosaphers and lingnists can be
read in the latter's book (Bart], 1005:18-19),

* My thanks to Fatos T. Lubonja and Bashbim Shebo for beinging these facts

o my attention on a wimber of oecasions in their weitings and conversa-
Hans.

# Lowe the precise detnils of the story te Artsn Puta,

4 This mechanism is deseribed m Calum Canmichael’s study (1997:271), In
this article ke argoes convineingly that althowgh written (Judase) and un-
written (Gypsy] law differ fundamentally from one anothes, Inthe constant
practicality and dmebiness of their mechanisms (Talmud, keis) the sfmilaci-
ties are many. Gjeqov conchudes fust sach a timely intervention with Lis
reconstiniction of the Kangn text.

i1 first heard Timnthy Robertson's lecture entitlad Custom and Laur g Time
of Traesibion ata conference. | owe thanks to Stephanie Schwandner-Sievers
for making the manuscripls of the conferenes available 1o me.

® Diavid Noble, @ practising lawyer, gave an impressive lectore on this theme in
Baid Homburp at & conference arganised by the Intermationn! Azoelation for
the History of Crime and Criminal Justice on The History of Vendetta, i
Jiene 1995, Unfortunately be dido't supply 2 text.

* Widzek Petri, the profesgionn] peace-maker in the Shkodra ares mentioned
previously, bhas eollected a dossier of dpeuments refating to Albanians living
ahroad, the majority convern Masth Athantans in vendetta coses.
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