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Ambnemu unu Kapukarypu?
Auckypcu 3a Xucrepujara u
Anorexia Nervosa

Ham UMETIO HE CLMBOANROITIO MEHEKD
fopemelliysame mowe da ce menyea od edex
ucifiopucxu flepuod so dpye, podosaiia acumeifpija
Ha peipesenifiafuenaiiia Tpatuywjo oclianyea
ueitie. Ha fiof avum agdusoido, dypu u koea 2u
aadiaka mavouille, meiliaghoptearn U cLmBoatem o
Ipelficiagyen KRG MEHCKO: WeHCKT Boaeiuimiina.
{Hloysrep, 1987, 4)

L0 "IHE JERD CTATHCTAENTE 00jaBEHN BO MEOLITED PARTHYHH
181 OCOYVEAAT HA QMUKTOT JICKA € MECTY TOBEPOJATH MEIHTE
it nOGAPAAT HCHXHATPHCES  TICHXDTEDATIERTCKA HETA OTHOUKY
vignre. Hawo Hema jacHn apryMesTil JaaH NOBEKe #eHH
CIAET Of ICHXHJATPHCKH MeHTANHE GonecTH, HenoliTHo e
IUka HEHHTE TOMHHHPAAT BO BOoce0HN KATeropiy #a GotecT:;
(CTPECH]A, TOPEMETYRAELA B0 HCXDARATA, AHKCHOIHOCT, 1 gofinx
CHHIPOMM KOW Oopano Ged MOKPHEHH CO BTHEKETATA
sncreprja® (Amep, 1991). Bp nocnefunpe HEKOIKY AeKaIH
alieqexy BAME OTPOMEH NOPACT HA HHTEPECOT 33 AKAIEMCKHOT
HICKYC NOBPSAR 00 XHCTEPHjaTa. 34 063 HAJMHOTY DOTHOMOTHAS
(peMHEHCTHYRRTE MECAHTENH, KON TRPAEA TEKA TAKAHADE-
GUHETE WEHCKN DOMECTH Ce HAPAS HA TPOTECTOT HA KefHTe
IPOTHE OOPECHBHATS CONMJATHE § METHIMHCEH NPAKTHEN.
[IpeEy npAMepHTe 01 KAACHYHATA XHCTEPH[a H £IHA OX
NEJ3UHATE AeHellHH TOTOMIOH, anorexis nervosa, jac fe
[RCHPARAM H8 PA3THYMIITE - MCHXOIGIIEKIL, NCHX0AHATHTIS KN
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Marta (sabai
Emblems or Caricatures?
Discourses about Hysteria and
Anorexia Nervosa

W!’Eﬂ the name of the symbaolic female disorder
may change from one historical period to the
next, the gender asymmetry of the representational
tradition remains constant. Thus madness, even when
experienced by men, s metaphorically and
symbolically represented as feminine: a female
malady. (Showalter, 1987, 4)

Statisties published in many different countries seem to point to
the fact that women are much more likely than men ask for
psychiatric/psychotherapeutic care. Although there is not a clear-
cut case for saying that more women suffer from psvchiatric/
mental illnesses, it seems to be unguestionable that women
dominate in particular disease categories: depression, eating
disorders, anxiety and phobias — syndromes which were formerly
covered by the label "hysteria”™ (Ussher, 1991). There has been a
vast increasze in the interest in the academic discourse related to
hysteria in the last few decades, It was facilitated mostly by
feminist scholars whio argued that the so-called female diseases
are expressions of women's protest against oppressive social and
medical practices. Through the examples of classical hysteria and
one of its contemporary “descendants”, anorexia nervosa T am
going to discuss different — psychological, psvehoanalytic and
feminist — discourses which may help to answer the question: is
it that women are more prone to particular psychiatric illnesses
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Mirta Crabaf

W eI CTHARH - JIRCKYCH KOW MO®e0H Ke moMOoTHAT Ja of
ORFOBOPH PAEAKETO: ATH HEHHTE 08 NONOINOKHE HA
ofpeAeHn NcHXEjaTpuEckd DoAecTR HIM caMo Taka ce
nujarroanpast? Ke Saimdan Jeka T0Kpaj HCTPaiyBameTo Ha
NOCTOjaNATA NOBPIAHOCT MEry MEHCKATa CEKCYANHOCT,
JNERHJAHTHOCT A BOMECT, OBRE CONMJATHH, HAYTHE R EIHHHTRKR
NPHCTANH H CAMNTS NPHACHECDA 33 OUCTOJYRARKCTD HA
(MCHXHjATPHCKATA) ACHMETPHEHOCTA HA POSOBRTE.

XueTeprjaTa, Taa MHCTepHOIHA wencka Oovewmilluna,
OTCEROram mMana nocebeH eTaTye mery BomecTuTe Kako
THHEAAATEN Hi (VR IAMEH TARHITE TPodiiemn e [vemniiscwrma)
HIYEH 18 IpalaEaTa Ha Pojor. B o e suatm e npecrpr
BoHCTopHjaTh Ha foneera beine nanpanen o dersymnn dpoajn i
HET'DEOTO OTKPHTHE Ha PAHINTE TPAYMATOEN MCKYOTER KAk
KSR B I'iil'rlﬂ![[ll'n! HEHEJEJII Hi ﬁl'.'l..'llﬂ""l A Hi HHIHCHTOT,
Puaorrrpimsiers s secreds deledue - cekovivmre kondunger
CEPHENI 11 0] CAMICTE CTPITHILIN « 10 OTBOPH HATOT KOH
TIOOCHOBHHT MPORUTER HA RS EQJOT H CAMATI 08 PASTHED
PL'HII!I.TI}'][]'IT'IHI_'!|]H.ZI'I'1'I. BB S50 I11"I'|'I.'IH-.':|.'IHHIH"' HiL Hi!]'h"l'l'“HHII'H.!
ueMopee Ha XHCTePRITHTE KAKD AT QOBOIEN MATEPEHjan 1
33 BHjarHosa i 53 Tepamitja Deme ofiyL He caMo 53 JTABEne rac
33 TICHXHYENTE TPHYHEN B0 CHMITOMITOI0MAT TYEY B 38
npoHanfame Ha @pacsen@ulie KOU HejocTicylaaT ol
CAMEVEAIKATA HA (KEHCKATA) CRLCVANHOCT, KOja TOMKY T
mauemaa Gpoja. Maxo dpoja yvenemao AoKEAT Aexa
TECHXOIOIIKITE IPOULCH HMAAT (R0 duianononirn ek i
JIEEA XHCTEPIATA £ IPeceIVEaAe WA TPARCINAAIRa Ha
RGO Off SICH GPTEH BT TERSCHA SO0 HA JPYT, EHTY T0]
HHTY HeFORHTEe KPHTHYapA Duie sagowodiil o HETOBATE
offacHyBama Ha CnenEdieHD JRENCKITTE KA RTEPHCTT I Hi
fonecri. Ho cemak, n noxpa)j HEj3HEATE KOHTPIHETOPHOCTH 0
LMHCTHYHOCTA” BO OUHTE HA BOCOOCTAREHETE AEHIEMCKI
WHETITYINE, $pojaoEaTs TEODIG:E AP TOaeMa pakors Ha
MOMEPEAT HAVERT NOMOTHE B0 CTEPHIOPHIATE HA ja3KKOT Ha
HAYKATA HACHIIA T 08 BPATAT OHHE Hejack i TIPak kol Aoalaa
071 TETOTO 337 FPaHiiETe Ha paupoBannoT yM. Ho, Toz Geme
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or that they are merely diagnosed as such? 1 am going to conelul
that while exploring the continued association between femy
sexuality, deviancy, and disease these social seientific and clink
approaches themselves contributed in a way to the survivall
(psvchiatric) gender asvmmetry.

Hysteria, the mysterious female malady has ahways occupied
particular status amongst diseases as a marker of th
fundamental problems of (medical) science and gender issu
Ome of the most significant turns in the history of the dise

was brought about by Sigmund Freud and his discovery of ea
traumatic expeniences as clues to the hidden sourees of patient
dlisabilities. The disclosure of the secrets d'aledve - the sexul
conflicts hidden feom the sufferers themselves - opened the wis
to the more profound problem of the development of sexusl
difference itself. The revolutionary idea of exploring the naral -;'
histories of hysterics as supposedly sufficient material for hol
diagnosis and thempu was not only an attempt to gweamtef
psychic causes in symptomatology, but o find missing fragme 1
of the puzzle of (female) sexuality Freud was troubled by
Although Freud was successful in proving that psychological
processes have their physiological effect, and that hysteria meang
a displacement or transposition of libide from one organ or bodily
#one to another, neither he nor his eritics were satisfied with his®
explanations about the specific “female” characteristics of the!
disease. Despite its contradictions and “mystical” nature in the
eves of establizhed academic institutions, the Frendian theory
rendered an enormous service to modemn scienee: it helped to
foree back the obseure messages coming from the hody behind
the borders of rational mind, into the territory of langusge a

seience. Hut it was just a transitory victory, since the message
remained half-decoded, many secrets d'alodve were still closed
away, symploms of hysteria survived and turned up again in their
transformed manifestations. Official medical science was not
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pimo sinUieBa mofena, GRTejki nopaxsTa OCTAHA HAMOAY
Weiysipaica, Muory secrets dalcdve cé yime Dea 3ateopenin,
SUMIITOMHTE HA XHCTEpH]2 TPEXNBESA | NORTOPHY oe Nojasija
pino rpaHedopuipans manndgecranEn, Odunnujaauara
MELLILIECKA HayKa He Deile 3MHHTepPeCHPARA H He cakame 1a
fu uye pyerpuparore npamare #a Gpojn: Jlto caka
SriaTa?", 1 HAMECTD TOA OJUTYHH BO YIOTE MOMUTH Napyenta
WA [0 packpmy BeRe (hpArMENTHPAHOTO XNCTEPHYHG Teao.
EonednnoT Hexol Ha omoj notdar Geme OpInemeTo Ha
NPITHHATHATA AMjArHO3E OF PEMHHEOT Ha mainstream
nensmjarprjara. Jdujarnoamnre Gea samMedeTH co giposveniiy o
SpirnRaTHaTa knacuduKanna, CO TEPMHEHN KAKO ,COMA-
NUAIIORG TOPEMETYBAE", JKONBEDSHCRD NOPEMETYBaLE 1ITH,
Momire EMHTE, C0 HOBATA aVpa Ha pecrexTabIHOCT, He ja
Menoannja xenbaTa 3a ocnobogysame” op cpamor
U IHABNEAH 0 MHCTEPHOIHATE OPHPOTS HA OJAPEACHN
PUMEFTORH KOH €8 YT NOETOjaT.

Warn wnaciasse GOpME Ha XMCTEPilja HCYE3HAA - BO HEXOI
pnyyan Gea camo dpeumexygany, mTO 3Ha4H gexa Hea
W MeCTENE BO JIMHIBHCTHYRATA 00IACT Ha NCHXHIATPHOKH
pireropun - Doaecta cé ymTe ja saa, 08 VIITE NOCTON BO
WaveHeTH POpPMAUEN BIH CO HOBH HMERA, CROpemHoT
WO BYBANE HA OROTECHD Rervosa Kagd FManHo SEeHoKO
e METYBARE" - CTATHCTHEATA NOKAHYEA JEKA O 0/ 10 KT
His A0 [FERCH]A 8 HEHM - B ITPHTHHA 34 NORTOPHO DAshHCTYRa e
ORUTY XHIIOTETHHEATS POROBA PHPOSA H SHAYELHA HA OBHE
(CACCHE TOpakH. AK0 npudaTHMe Jexa Bo CIy4ajor Ha
VCTEpa B AROPEKCH]A BO TRIOTO Ha CTPAIANHHEOT LHaboKo ¢
BUNIANA KYATYPHEATAE B cHMBoARY KA KOHCTPYKLH]A Ha
 PHCROCTE AMOIEMATHYHA 33 OPEIEH) BPEME, TOTAO HETO TAK
MR 1 OF BAMPAIIAME FOLUITO A00MeCHEHTHRETE W MITATHTE HIHH
(0 CHOPO CEEDTAI UEHTPATHE BO OBHE TEPROTHYHN E[WITITHI
Nt COITCATEN B EYITYRHE HemprenocofyBama.

interested in and did not want to hear Freud's frustrated question
“What does woman want?” but instead decided to break into
further pieces the already fragmented hyvsterical body. This
undertaking has ended up in the deleting of the original diagnosis
from the vocabulary of mainstream psychiatry. The diagnoses
was replaced with fragments of the original classification, terms
like “somatization disordes”, “conversion disorder”, ete. The new
names with the new aura of respectability have not fulfilled the
wish to get rid of the embarrassment caused by the mysterious
nature of certain symptoms still alive.

Although elassical forms of hysteria have disappeared - in some
cases they were just rengmed which means they were displaced
in the linguistic realm of psychiatric categories - the disease still
exists, it is still around in altered formations or under new names,
The recent emergence of grorexia nervosa as a mass-scale
“female disorder™ - its statistical prevalence shows that 9 of 10
AnOTexics are women - invites us again to think about the
hypothetical gendered nature and meanings of these bodily
messages, If we acoept that in the case of hysteria and anorexia
the body of the sufferer is deeply inscribed with a cultural and
symbolic construetion of femininity emblematic of the given
historical era, we have alsoto ask why adolescent and young adult
women are almost always central to these periodic eruptions of
social and cultural maladjustments.
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NospaTHaTta YCNOBEHOCT Ha MeHcHaTa Menba

Anorexia nervosa, Gonecta KapaxTepHIHpaHA co
BrxEBHOPANHAOT 0Opasen Ha NPEKYMEPEA THETA H 0N0HRARE
Ha xpaHa, Dewe HaeHTHGUKYBAHA Bo 1BT0-THTE, HO KAk
Aujarnosppana gopma Ha DoJECT pEUHCH eael Bek Deme
PENATHRERD PETEO NopeMeTyveame. 3a JeHeUIHATA KyITVPa,
AHOPEKCHIATA € VHHEATHA KOUIKY W EMIIEME|aTa HA XHcTepija
3a BpeMe Ha Buryoprjasckara epa. Hejsuanor nogem Berme fo
Bropara coeTcxa BOJHA, H TOKERVEL NOCTOJAHO 3rOAEMYyBake
e AHHEE 50 FofTHAK, [TopeMETYRARETO AEHEC HMA TOHHAKEL
OPHEE OTKOJAKY B0 BHETOPMjAHCKATS pa HAK JypH B BO
NEASCETTHTe rOqHHE [a oboj 2ex (Bpymbepr, 1992). TMpeata
PAATHKA & DOBPAAHA C0 CTABDBHTE HA HeHITE, TOTAML H CEra, 3a
HAMENOT HA HHEMHTE TEAA ¥ HANHHOT Ha jajtke 0 caMara
xpand. BUKTopHjaHCKHTe AHOPEECHYADH CAKATNE 18 OCTAHAT
BMTKH MOPajl CHHPHTVAIHATE I cONjaTHATE JHAYEHE Hil
BITHOTO TENO, & ja 0fjacHyeane pecTPHKIM}ATA HA BHECYBAILETD
KPasa co coMaTexH nprdutn. Peveniara He Moscam 12 jagam
Grmejin se Goan” ro objacHyra MOTERI0TO HA ARCPEKCHYAPOT
A0 10-THOT BEK, & AEHEIITHITE JKeHH 08 YRECHATH o Zefendna;
~He caxam aa jamam Setejion oy smoay detend”. Jipyra pazneka
MELY AROPEKCHYHOTO DIHECYBAILE B0 MAHATHOT BEK H JleHec &
70 0B0j BTOPHOT @ 000eH Co GLLILMLT, NPeRyMEPHO SEMAS
XPaHa B NOBpakame, KOja He € TPHCYTHA BO JOKYMEHTHTE 0 19+
THOT Bek. [1prydaiTe 33 084 - 33 KOH NoACHHA RE PA3rosipaMe
HAMMPOXD - MOMAT Ja Ce NOBP3AT €O OPOMEHHTE BO
LOMHJATROTD Teno™ o KyATYpHETe sopmu. Mako npercrannre
33 MWERATA [ORAKVBIAT MHOTY O/ JIROJOHTE [HTO ONMTECTAOT
0t 19-THOT H PAHHOT 20-TH BEK I'H HM&N0 33 HEHHTE,
amBHBANEHTHOCTE OROUTY YIOTHTE Ha POAOBHTE DHIA MOMATKY
OYUTAEIHA OTROIKY Rerec, Enna o opeamsime Moxe 14 & Toa
IITO ONACHATA", MPAHoHAnHE® MEeHCKA T - i KOTHEX -
u3dztediad monecHa 3a KOHTpOE, GHasjkE KOHTPAJMEIHITE
DROJIY VIOUHTE HA POJOBHTE CAMO Um0 He Bine dopmyanpan
B NOIHPEETHI jAEHR nopaks. OBa He 3HAYH SeKa TeHINTY

The Double-Bound Female Desire

Anorexia nervosa, the disease characterized by the behaviow
pattern of excessive dieting and refusal of food was identified
the 1870s, but as a diagnosed form of disease it has remain
relatively rare disorder for nearly a century. The taking up)
anarexia is as unique to today’s culture as the epidemic of kystan
was to the Victorian era, It's rise began after World War T1, i
has shown a continuous acceleration during the past fifty vess

Vietorian era or even in the fifties of this cemtury (Brumbeg
1992}, The first difference is connected to the attitudes of wimi

because of the spiritual and social meanings of the slender body
but explained the restrictions of food-intake with somath
reasons. T am not able to eat because it furts” explained thi
background of her behaviour the 19® century anarexic, whill
contemporary women are horrified by fatness: *T don’t want 10
eat since I am foo fuf”, Another difference between last century
and today’s anorectic behaviour is, that the latter is coloured by
bulimin, excessive food-intake and vomiting which was nol
present in 19% pentury case records. The reasons behind this
which will also be diseussed later in detail - can be connected 1o
the changes in the "social body” and cultural norms, Although
representations of women reflected much of the ambiguities 19
and early 20™ - century society had about women, the
ambivalences about gender roles were less obvious then today,
One reason can be that the “dangerous”, “irrational” female
hunger - and desire - seemed to be more easy to control sinee
contradictions around gender roles were just about to formulate
intp mare direct public messages, It does not mean that the
tensions around femininity would have been weaker than today,
but there was o hig difference in the social context which
articulated both the forms of protest and also repression. The
pontradictory feeings aboat desive and femininity could not show




Idtn“ﬁ&sr fournal for politics, sesder and culters, wol, 1L no. 2, Winkér 2802

kY weHCROCTa Brae moeaalu OTKONKY TeHec, TVRY AeHd
HMILIG TOZIEMA PABTHKA BO COUMJANHNNOT KOHTEKCT KOj TH
APTHEYAHPAN B QopMETE Ha OPOTECT B penpécijara.
K P THETOPHETE YYBCTRA 340 ROMHEKOT B HEHCTECHOCTA He
Moo B o2 MORAMET BO TOIEY POAEM CTENEH KAk WITO MOMKAT
AVIIET, KOTA C8 TIIRCHO JOCTANNE DPEKY MEIHYMETE H JPVIH
st Ha uadopmandja. Jipyrara dhyHIaMEHTAINA. PARTHED
Mok 12 MY C8 IPHITHILE HA PASBOIOT H HA TIAPAROKCATHIEOT Y161
W norpomysadEata kyaTypa (bopao, 1993). Memcxara raaj (i
Woriies ) orcexoram Snga KyaTypea MeTadopa 3 onacHocT |
weroiTpoHpasocT, MonepHata noTpomyBALKa KYITYPA (8
BANECYES COKONHEMOT HA TAKOBR HAYMH WITO LCTABOT HA
WONPATHATA CHpera” e HopMa&: 0 CAHAa CTPaBa NoCTOH
WMIIEPATIE 4 08 KORIYMHADa (KyTTyBa, jae, HMa) urroe noseke,
Wi s ETO BPEME WEHATA MOPA 14 OCTAHE BETEA W KPOTEA, TERD
Bopucio 33 onmTecTROTo. [eHepanHaTa Nopaxka e na ce
WO BOTTAT AWeNGHTE, HO A HE CE NOKAKYBAAT JaBHO, TYKY 44 08
ppitjar. Opte Mopame ga ja safelleEHME THHAMMEITL Ha
s kyaaie B odfuaase, 32 KOH ICHXORHATHAATA BETH IRKA
{0 OCHOBHATA CTPYETYPR HA MEXAHHIMHTE HA AenbaTa, HO B HA
SORCTITYIHjATA HA XHCTEPHYHHOT cHMmTom. Mennusnor
ahpnaen Ha OIHECYEARE HA (PCEVMEDHOTO BHCCYRAILE H
s Xpana kaj GyauMujaTa ce ceMBOIRYES MADEED HA
WERPOTHYHROT (XUcTeprsen?) HA4HH HA KO] COBPEMEHHOT
T otTYBaY fo TIena KomHexoT, Opaa aMOHBEAIEHTHOCT HOTO
LakA MU OTCIHEYRA o fozaociipenuilic KOHTPAJHKINE BO
LONIenTATE 34 wepcrsesocTa. (Mome na Gujte o BaXHOCT 18
(1 MACHUHME BHHMAHHET) KOH NOCTOJAHOTO HCTEHUVEAmkE HA
WPHERDTO TEND, aocHpysareiio Ha HETOBNTE KOHTYDH Kaj
popereijara). CoRpEMEHHTE KYATYPHN HASATH 38 MeHaTa
Wy T eaofioga o A0MAITHATA, YHCTD PENPOAVETHBHA
EONCTHEHOCT, HETOBDEMEHD TPRLIATAJEH KPEEKOCT I HEAOCTHE
Hi Mok B0 HDCTE HA COMHAANEOT npocTop. CepHoaiocTa Ha
H{ufueMOT KOj D0 OpeanssiEyBaaT OBHE HOAN OMEKVHAEE O
WOMITE HETO TAES MO®E fd ce BHIH Bo PA3IHKATA Melfy
UOpeECH]ATA Of MHHATHOT BEK W COBRpeMEHaTA Ooneer:
(CHCUTHHTE AHOPEKCHMAPH (@ HOTEHKH 03 HHBHMATE

themselves on such a wide scale as today when these are more
easily available through the media and other channels of
information. The other fundamental difference can be attributed
tor the development and paradocical impact of consumer calture
(Bordo, 1993), Female hunger (and desire) has always been a
cultural metaphor of danger and uncontrollability. Contemporary
eonsumer culture handles desire in a way that it makes the
“double-bind” attitude a norm: on the one hand there is an
imperative to consume (buy, eat, possess) more but at the same
tme a woman must remain slender and docile, a useful body for
society. The general message is to satisfy desires while not to
show them publicly but hide them away. We have to notice here
the dynamics of attraction and repulsion which are attributed
by psvchoanalysis as the fundamental strocture of the
mechanisms of desire and also the constitution of the hysterical
symptom. The alternating behaviour pattern of excessive food
intake and refusal in bulimia is a symbolic marker of the neurotic
(hysterical?) way contemporary consumer society relates to
desire. This ambivalence also reflects increasingly sharpening
contradictions in concepts about femininity. (It may be of
importance to call attention to the continuous attenuating of the
female body, the sharpening of its contours incase of anorexia).
Current cultural ideals of the woman offers freedom from
domestic, a purely reproductive femininity while simultaneously
suggesting fragility and lack of power over social space. The
seriousness of the problems brought by these new expectations
towards women can be also seen in the difference between last
century anorexia and the contemporary disease: today anorexics
are more thinner than their last century "forerunners” what
makes the condition more hazardons. What makes it more
threatening is the paradoxical effect of the popularization of the
disease which heightened the public awareness of anorexia. We
may think that the growing knowledge of the dangers of extreme
dieting should help sufferers to cope with the problem, but
paradoxically, public awareness and availability of information
had a more negative impact (Bromberg, 1992). An article
published in 1986 in the American Psychologist called attention
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LIPETXOHERNN" O MEHATHOT BEK H OBA Ja MPaBH coctojfara
VIITE TO0NACHA. 3AKAHATS (8 STOIEMYBA i CO TPAI0KACATHHOT
ebexT Ha nonYAApHIANEJA Ha DoAecTa, CO UITO CE MOXHTA
CRECHOCTA Ha JARHOCTY 38 anopercHjaTa. Moweln mucmive fexa
NMOTTEMOTO 3HASHE 33 OITACHOCTHTE OF CKCTPEMHATA JHeTa ke
M TOMOTHE 16 CTPAAANTHHITATE 13 C8 COPABaT co npohnemor,
HO, NAPANOKACTHO, jABHATA CBECT W ACCTalHOCTA HA
HEopManys HuMaa geraTased edext (Bpyubepr, 1992).
Harecen sumie objared 5o 1086 B0 American Psychologis! ro
CBPTE RHEMAHKETO KOH EMEH 3AUVIVEAYEH (heHOMEH: M1AHTE
HWEHH KON HAMHOTY 3HAAT 33 aNOTEXE NEIVOSE ¢ BO HIf2010M
puzux ga ja crexuar (Crpuren-Myp, Cirfepirrajn o Pogn,
1986). BuyaospayeadKaTa ONCEPEANMY noMara Ja paabepene
SOMITD AHOPEKCHIATA BO MOCTEAMATE HERWIKY [AEKATH CTaHa
LoMyEnRabHAsa® bosect, BHeTHICK emgiemnja. Lloan
Hejrcohic Bpymbepr (1902) 1o capie BHIMARRETO KOH darToT
nexa mo CAJl, xane anoperciiats ¢ Hajpamnpena, HHEeH
MOMYHPENL HAYSEH TERCT HEMAA NOMUTeM THRER 0J) 0HOj Ha
Xnapa bpamu, 3aa@nuod cades: Enuasatia we Anorexia
Nervosa [Bpany, 1979) x0j ce npogan 8o noseke of 150 000
gomie. Cnyganre Ha cUaBHETe, KoM qobHEasT MVOIHIHTET
NpeKy MEAHYMHETE - HAajHCTAKHAT Oenle oHOj HA NMPHHLE3aTa
Jlwjaes - MCTO TAKA j4 DOJZHEHLA CHECTE B HCTD TAKA 1O HOMOTHAS
MHPEHET] HA HAPYIOYBARETO. COBPEMEHHOT MOpajeH
HMOEPATHE TPYaj NOBEKE H jagH moManky” HecoMHeHOo
NPHIOHECYRA &8 IIHPEHE KA J4pajaTa Ha HAPVIEYRamaTa BO
HEXPAHETR MEFY cregedHNTe HA PETHTH]ATA HA AJpaBieTo.
Hosata KoMIOHEHTA Ha MEHCKWOT Mopan - MefycefiHoTo
MPOREPYRAHE HA AHETATA H TERHEATA - MOHEGH HARHCTHHA Hi
TH Jakd TPHYKHNTE KOH c6 BO N0JANHATA, HO HIle MOpaME 14
fapame nosaTamowHe ofjacHyeama. CamMaTta BHTEOCT He &
HHIITTO APYTO OCBEH BPBOT Ha cabTata. Bapajéu nojacHa ciika
ke ce o0paTHMe KO TEOPHHTE Ha cHMOOAHYENTE SHa4ema Ha
T B HEHCTBEHOCTAL

to a startling phenomenon: young women who know maost sl
anorexia nervosa are most of risk to develop it {Striegel-Moon
Silberstein and:Rodin, 1986). This astonishing observall:
contributes to the understanding of why anorexia became in |
last few decades a “communicable” disease, a real epidemic, Jof
Jacobs Brumberg (1992) calls attention to the fact that in{
United States where anorexia is the most widespread no popul
seientific text has had a wide circulation than Hilda Bruch's T
Goiden Cage: The Enigma of Anorexia Nervosa (Bruch, 199
which has sold over 150 000 copies. Cases of celebrities who g
publicity through the media - the most prominent was that 8
Prineess Diana - also heightened awareness and also contribute
to the spread of the disorder, The contemporary moral imperatiy
“Run more and eat less” undoubtedly contributes to th
“contagion™ of eating disorders among the followers of the
religion of health. The new compaonent of female morality
checking one another's diet and weight may well articulate th
reasons behind, but we have to look for further explanations:
Slenderness itselfis only tip of the iceberg, For a more articulated
picture we have turn to theories about the symbolic meanings of
the body and femininity.
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BYHTYBAME NPOTHE AYANK3MOT Ha TRAOTD

Hamecra na Grae dopsa dsja conpasBa jo [aBa HCTOPIjaT,
(12 10-THOT BEK TEA0TO Ce CMETa 34 0asa Bpa KOjd oe OCHOBAAT
Ky ATYPHE KoHCTpYRIHE. FleHcKoTo Teno crata metadopa 3a
[IECEIOT [0S HA KAPTesHjARCKHOT IVATHIIM, IPETCranymafks
i TPNPOAATH, EMOIHOHATHOCTA B HpamuoHanHocrd. Bo onme
MPETCTHEN, CTHEATE HY ONACHOTE, STTHD #HURCEE TG, 00 RO
IPAT eMOLIHTE, B CE CIPOTHCTARYEA HE MAIIKATA DO,
IENTAPOT HA PANHOHAMHOCTA, CONWJAAHATA MOK N
CAMOKOETPOAATA. MEory CoBpemMess eMTHICTITRR HAYCHHIH
| HHTEPNPETHPAAT CHMITOMATONOTHATA Hi XHCTEPItATS KaKO
ByiTyBake OPOTHE OBOj Byannsam u (nartpHjapxXatnnoT)
NOPEA0E KO TesH B0 ocHoBaTa. Dape SETaiba Ha XHCTepHjaTa
MPEAATAAT KA 00 MAT HE TPAHChOPAALIA Ha HIHBRHNTE Tea,
CHETEPHIHTE 3t ¢¢ (0BHBAAT Ba KyrypaTa” {Knesan 1 CHrcy,
1086}, HeertocofnocTa 3 360pyESAT - HOHEKOTAL H DYKBANHO,
I B0 CAYAJOT HA aasija - o LHTEPOPETHPL Kako ByHTYRARL
NPOTHE JA3HKOT M KYATYpaTa Ha TaTxoro, Coopen ospe
(pEMBEEHCTHYKN TeOPIHH XHCTEPHIMNTE CAKART /A (¢ BPATAT Ha
HUBHHOT MajSHH JA3HK", KOH DETPECHERATA KOMYHHKATIH]A HA
PAHOTO NETCTED, BO NPEAenoT Ha cemuorckoro, Huessarta
HEROUTHOCT (HemMOmKHOCT?) a ro npadarar 3axouoT Ha TatkoTo,
Fnen CHECY ja 0IIHIIVER MOIIHE CTPACTHO: ,THE MPEKPAcHA
KHCTEPHIN, KOH To nogaokujs Ppoja na maorybpojEn
CAIOCTPACTHE MOMEHTH, TOAKY CHaMHH LITO HE CMEAT HA 1A 02
cnomuar, GoMBapaupajin ro HeroBloT Mozanyen Mojcien
CTATYT/3AEOH €O HHEHHTE CNAROCTPACTHH, NAOTHH-TEA0
ADOPOBH, TPOrORYEAJEH M0 00 HEBHATE AATVIHI FPOMOIIACHH
ocyaysamwa” (Kneman n Cuxcy, 1986, 95). Loan Hejrobe
Lpymbepr ce oTAACH CO CANTHO MHCTSHE BO QAHOC Ha
anopexcijaTa; Anorexia nervosa e coboiHo nahpan Metor Ha
KOMVHRIApARE H HAMETHYBARE MOE - Do CYDITHHA,
nokdsyRame Ha croforaTa poaja” (Bpymbepr, 1088, 371 Ona
WITH HA OBHE HETEPHOPETALMH HM HEAOCTACYEA € Cele-

Rebellion Against the Dualism of the Body

Instead of being a form whose contents are historically provided,
after the 19th century the body has been regarded a base on which
cultural constructs are founded. The female body became a
metaphor for the corporeal pole of the Cartesian dualism,
representing nature, emotionality-and irrationality. In these
representations the image of the dangerous, greedy female body,
which is raled by emotions is opposed to the maseuline will, the
locus of rationality, social power and self-control. Many
contemporary feminist scholars have interpreted the
symptomatology of hvsteria as a rebellion against this dualism
and the undeslying (patriarchal) order, These readings of hysteria
suggest that by way of the transformation of their bodies,
hysterics made a “mockery of culture” (Clément and Cixous,
1486]. Their inahility to speak - sometimes in the literal sense of
the word, i_e. in the case of aphasia - was interpreted as a rebellion
against the langnage and the colture of the father. According to
these feminist theories hvsterics wanted to return to their
“mother-tongue”, to a regressive communication of infancy, into
the realm of the semiotic. Their unwillingness (inability?) to
accept the Law of the Father is deseribed by Héléne Cixous in a
very passionate way: "those wonderful hysterics, who subjected
Freud to so many voluptuous moments too shameful to mention,
bombarding his mosaic statvelaw of Moses with their carnal,
passionate body-words, haunting him with their inandible
thundering denunciations” (Clément and Cixous, 1986, 95). Joan
Jacobs Brumberg gave voice to a similar oppinion concerning
anorexia: “Anorexia nervosa is a freely chosen method of
communicating and asserting power — in essence, an exercise in
free will” (Brumberg, 1988, 37). What is missing from these
interpretations is the self-defeating, counterproductive nature
of the protest, the recognition, that the revolt typically eollapses
into its opposite. While the hysteric (anorexic) rejects the

symbaolic order in favor of the semiotic world of the mother, the E i
I
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MOPAIHTENHATA, EDHTPAMPORYKTHEHA NPHPORA HE NPOTECTOT,
BOOYYRARETD I2EA PEBOITOT THIHYHD 08 YPHEA BO Emjﬂﬁ
CAPOTHEHOCT. AKD XHCTEPHKOT (aHOPEKCHYApOT] To oTdpuia
CAMOQIMYKHOT NOPEROK BO 3AMEHA 33 CEMHOTCKMOT CRET HA
MajkaTa, Toram GoAHOTo, EIONHPARO, HENOXBHKED, HEMO
(rnaBno xaj XWCTEpHjaTa) BP3AHO 33 JOMOT TEN0, KOe 08 HYIH
Ha MeNQHUHHATA, € TOXKMY VCAOBOT HA THBEATA meHa, Oes
NOMAAKH, HASAMOT Bo mMaTpHjapxannara kvatypa. Bo osaa
CMHETE, MEOSHECTEOTO COBPEMeR N deMHHMeTIRH LITaa Ha
XHCTEpPH]ATa MABAAT QAHOCTpAHA HHTEpPOpeTalija,
POMAHTHIHPA]KH I'0 NOTEONYEARETO HA XHCTEPHEOT Hi
tanomenTpuyHoT nopetok (Bopao, 1993), Jaznror va
WEHCTEEHOCTA BO HEMOBATA NPEEyMEpHa hopma ce npereopa
BO CBORATS CHPOTHEHOCT 10 MPABI ADCTAITHG CAMO 1AYVAO[HITO
HCKYCTHO Ha MORBATA JEHa - KOja BCYIIHOCT HE MOBE [Ia CTAHE
08 EPEBETOT. APIYMENTHTE NPOTHE JNPOTECT-TEOPHjATA” (&
33JAKHVEINT YVIITE TORCKE 0 (PAKTOT JEKR W XHCTEPHIHTE H
AHOPERCHSEAPETE MOWE Jld OF CMUTINT S8l KOMKIMTHIATIH - LTI
KAPHEATYPH - HA HEHCKATA MHCTHKA™ &a NepHOJOT B KOj
WHBEAT, 3aMAEHOCTS, CEKCVANNHATA BACHATOCT, EMOMROHATHATA
HECTADRAHOCT, MOIOAHOCTSE HA CYTECTH ] O KAPAKTEPHCTHER
i HA XMCTEPHYHATA JHTHOCT B HOPMATHEHN WeHCKH CHOjCTEA
B0 1Q-THOT BEK, 3 HCTOTO MOME B3 08 Pede i 5 XHIEPBHTROCTS
Ha JeHeMHATE anopexcHvyapn. Oxbmeajin ja xpanarTa,
AHOPEXCHYADOT CHMYTTAHO ji onbiBa i ja penpojiyuips Moxra
Hap cefe TEpREIRH AEKA HME ROHTPOME, AHOPEKCHYHROT
~Mapagoxe Ha koHTpoMaTa” (JTopese, 1979) Wik MO cBpTeHa
HaBHaTpe" € cocTojfa HA DOCTOERE X0ja ¢ H HabpsaHa u
PenpOIyVIHpaHA 03 CONCTBEHATA HeMokuocT, Ha To] BaumH
XMCTEPH]ATA H AHOPERCHIATA MOWGHT 3 C8 CMETAAT 53 [EAPRIHI N
HA OTTIOP KOH BO HETO BPEME 08 YIOTPeD It BO QOKyRaHETO |
PEOPOIYKIHIAT Ha penanmeme Ha Mok, On apyra crpasa, nag,
oBHe GoneeTi o8 aMBTeMETCRN MEIHYMI HA TPATHUHOHAHI
NOFNEAN 34 HEHCTREHCTA, KON 08 MATPAACHH HA CKPHEHE
CTPVETYH O CHMBOTHYEH PEOpeIcaTATHE.

il

sick, lsolated, house-bound, motionless, mute body (mostly in
case of hysteria) which is offered to medicine, is exactly the
condition of the silent, uncomplaining woman - an ideal of
patriarchal culture. In this sense the majority of eontemporary
feminist readings of hysteria give & one-sided interpretation
romanticizing the hysteric’s subversion of the phallocentric order
(Bordo, 1993). The “language of femininity” in its excessive form
turns into its opposite and makes available only an illusory
experience of power to the woman - who is confined to her bed.
The arguments against the “protest-theory™ are further
strengthened by the fact that both hysterics and anorexics can
be regarded a5 concretizations - or caricatures - of the "feminine
mystique” of the historical period they live in. The dreaminess,
sexual passivity, emotional lability, suggestibility were both |

characteristics of the hysterical personality and normative

feminine qualities of the 197 century, and the same can be said
about the hyperslenderness of the anorexie today. By refusing
food the anorexic simultaneously rejects and reproduces control
over herself by claiming to own that comtrol. The anorexic
“control paradox” (Lawrence, 1979) or "power turned inwand”,
a state of being that is both precipitated by and reproducing of
one’s powerlessness, In that way hysteria and anorexia can bee
seen as paradigms of resistance which are at the same time
utilized in the maintenance and reproduction of power relations.
On the other hand these diseases are emblematic media of
traditional viewsz about femininity which are built on hidden
structures of symbaolic representations.
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 Hepocruan®™ w , Buiouk” Ha MeHCTEeHOCTS

Heojamima na XHCTe A Kaj WERNTe 00 BERORH G112 NOBpPIyBEaHa
o reapis sa satraTa (hister{o] wa namemcku). Hajerapara
IooEEATE MEITHECKA peerna 3a XeeTepijata aoara on Erier
I3 1G-TTHOT BEK 0 4L, M BEITH JIPKA Openers Bosect waj meHirre
C NPEIEARHKREN O MaTHATA KOJA MATYRE HUZ AN0T0 TEN0
(Kpua, 1903). Crapate Ipun pepypaie gexa MaTKiTa Ha
CURCYLUTHO IPYCTPHPANNTE HEHN 11 ¢VIIH Eej3AHITE TENRCHE
MPHHOCTH HTO4 jd TEPa MATEATE /i3 OF RIGKH HIOKDAY W A4 R
Hpasn nosexe npobnesMy Ha merara, bu mowene fa ja
NOMITHEME HenaTa HCTOPH]A HA NPEEMOJIEPHATA Hayka H Du
e cnagEn objaceyeama. Tpeba au 14 ro npedaTame
npegnoror g#a Mutep Bpyee {1993) Zexa HOMenKIATYPaTA,
CAMOTO tMe XHeTepiga’ s JeeHajagaronnuHa cdiung Ha
DureTa, koja KoHewHo 01713 coBRTagaARa oif MOJRPHATE HyEa -
HATMHOTY O NCHXOAHANH3ATA - H NOT0A A3 T'0 OCTABHME
NpoDAEMOT, MAK NaK MOMeMe 14 TH 3EMEME OBHE
PUIPEIEHTALAN KAKD SHAYAJHH AYPH B BO HAWETO ARHENHO
PiasIpar-e Ha XRCTEPHATA M HEJSHEHTE PALTHYHI dopmu? Bo
KYATYDHHTE NWCEYPCH Martkara Guna - m cé ymre e
NPETCTARYBAHA HA JBOEH HAYHHE. KOH 0BOj OPraH, KaKko MecTo
Hil KPEAII]A # PENPOTYKITa SETYMHD 08 PHCTANYSS C0 TyARILE
I (hacHIBALMjA, HO Of APYTA CTPAHA € | HAROD ¥a CTPAB H
aKcHOIROCT, [lpeky HefaHHATA MATHKA, JMEHATA € NOBP3AHA C0
KPYTOT Ha Parabero, Nponalamers i cMPTTE, IIT0 TH IOTCETYRA
MARHTE HA HIBHATA CMPTHOCT i KPEBKOCTA HA CHOT CHET KOj It
onkpyxyea. Cnopes @poja HaIBOPEIIHATE KACTPHPAHN,
TeHHTAMHA Ha ®enata {Majiara) o8 HAjCTPAIHATA TIETRA 33
vazure. Mefyroa, ®pojn MaTkaTa ja cMeTa W 3a ¢IKA BO
(aHTaajaTa Koja ro ocandonyea ayBeTROTO Ha Yyduollo Koo
LHECOMHEHO B MOBPISHD C0 33CTPANVEAGKOTO - ¢0 OHA 10TO
PEAHIBHEYES cTpas B yuaas” (Ppojl, S.E. 219):

nn. @, Winker D02

“Lacks” and “Excesses” of Femininity

The cceurrence of hysteria in women was for many centuries
linked to theories about the womb (hyster{o] in Latin). The
carliest kmown mexdical reference to hysteria is from Egypt in
the 19th century B.C. which suggests that certain illnesses of
women were caused by the womb traveling around in the body
(Creed, 1993), The ancient Greeks who believed that the womb
of sexually frustrated women dries up ber bodily fluids what
makes the womb to move arownd and make more trouble for the
woman, We could go through the whole history of premodern
medicine and would find the similar explanations. Should we
accept the proposition of Peter Brooks (1993) that nomenclature,
the name “hysteria” itself was a two thousand year desting of
the disease, which was finally defeated by modern science -
mostly by psychoanalysis - and then leave the problem, or could
we use these representations as meaningful even in our
understanding of hysteria and its different forms today? The
womb was - and still is - represented in cultoral discourses in an
ambivalent way. This organ as a site of creation and reproduction
is partly handled with amazement and fascination, but on the
other hand it is a source of fear and anxiety. Through her womb,
the woman is connected to the eycle of hirth, decay and death
what reminds men to their mortality and the fragility of all the
surropunding world. According to Freud those are the outer -
castrated - genitalia of the woman (the mother) which are the
miost horrifying sights for men. However Freud also refers to the
womb as an image in fantasy what releases the feeling of the
urtcanmy which “is undoubtedhy related to what is frightening -
to what arouses dread and horror” (Freud, 5.E. 219):

1
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HerTo o8 CIyHYBE HERPOTHUEITE MAMKE T4 H3ja8aT JeK 0CToN
new e wydno (un-heimlich, reps.) waj MeHCERTE MeHETAREN
opraign, Mervioa, o SyIHD MECTO € BNeS0T 38 NPeTNoIHHOT
Hetm [nom] Ba come qopevEn CYIITECTRR, 58 MECTOT) Ka/e Urro
CERD] OJ] HEC AIBERN S1HANT QMAMHA | Ha noverokor, Hma e
wiers knja sedng Jhyfosra e senfa 3a joma™; 1 Kora i 40BeK Ja
COHYR MECTO HILE 3EMja 1 CH KDRe, VIITE JoJeKd CoHYea; 0Ba
MECTO MH € HOAHaTo, cyM BIL Tvka ¥ mopano”, MokeMe 1a ro
HETEPIPETHPAME MECTOTO KAKO TEHNTANANTE WIH TEAOTD HA
weropara Majxa”. (Ppoin, 5.E, 245)

Corpemesnarure #a Ppojn (Kapen Xopuu, Xenen Toju,
Menanm Knaj) ro cApTens BHHMAHHETH KOH - HECHECHHTE -
afaYenhd Ha MaTHaTa Kako HIBOPH H B4 ARKCHOSHOCT H HA
myGomopa. Teopujata 3a crpag man aybomMopa kol
penpoAyETHBANTE cnoeodnocTi (1 OpradK) Ha seHata
BLYLIHOET (I8 0I0B0p HA PAHKTE NCHXGAHATHTHYAPH Ha
dpojronaTa TEOpHja HA SARMCT 53 DEHHCOT, HO AebaTata
SABPHILIA BO KOPCOKAK H NPOJOMARAL VP BO TOCTEIHITE
HEKCAKY FOZHHH HA GEMUEHCTHEEATE NCHYOQHANKTHYRS
Teopitja (Muyen, 1074).

AKD CEBO DB& TO NOCTARHME BO KOHTEKCTUT HE AMHAMIKATL Ha
XACTEpRjETA M anorexia nervosa, ke fine HHTepeco Ja ce BN
Kako KoHUeiTiTe Ba Hedocive (HegocTHT Ha DERNC) H SULLOK
(IDCTOSILETO Ha MATKATA Kaj MEHNTE KAKD EKCcTpa” Opran) ke
GHEaT NpeTCTAaBEHH BO NCHX0AHANHTHYENTE KOHIEITH HA
#eHCROCTA, CamMuTe XHCTEDITTHE 1 AHODEKCHMHD -0y T MITH i
TEAA HCTO TAKA NOKAAKYBAAT Hedociluan 1 AULWOYL: HEADCTATOR
Ha CEKCYANEH KOMHex Kaj XHCTepHjata W aHopekcHjaTa,
HEOCTATOR HiL ANETHT | #eHeRH " TenecHi dophs B qiyHKimms,
KAk ITO ¢ MEHCTPYALRjaTa Kaj aHOpEKCH]aTa; BAMOKOT" BO
(PYHEUHOHEDALETE HA OJpeAcHy QeNoBH Of TENIOTD Kaj
XHCTEpH]aTa 1 Gy IHMH}aTa; NPeXyMEpHO BHECYBARE Ha XPaHa
Kaj GynEMujara, wTH. HuTepecHo € Aa ce 3abeitems pasTpa-
HYEAHETO HA ,HEAOCTHIOT | BHIIOKOT™ BO ITCHXOM HATHTIT KT
MHCIA: 3K0 IWIACHIHATA Dpojanjanesa Teopija 1o nOTeHIIpa

Itoften happens that the neurotic men declare that they fee] there
i5 something uncanny about the female genital organs. This
unheimlich place, however, is the entrance to the former Heim
[home] of all human beings, to the place where each one of us
lived onee upon a time and in the beginning. There 15 a joking
saying that “Love is home-sickness”; and whenever a man dreams
of a place or a country and says to himself, while he is still
dreaming; “this place is familiar to me, Uve been here before,”
wemay interpret the place as being his mother’s genitals or body.”
{ Freud, 5.E.245)

Contemporaries of Frend (Karen Horney, Helene Dentsch,
Melanie Klein) called attention to the - unconscious - meanings
of the womb as sources of both anxiety and jealousy. The theory
of fear or jealousy of the reproductive abilities (and organs) of
the woman was basically a reply of early psyvchoanalysts to
Freud's penis-envy theory, but the debate ended up in a deadlock
and continued only in the last few decades in feminist
paychoanalytic theory (Mitchell, 1974).

If we put all of these in the context of dynamics of hysteria and
anorexia nervosa, it is interesting to see how the concepts of both
lack {lack of the penis) and exeess (the existence of the womb in
women as an “extra” organ) are both represented in
psvehoanalvtic concepts of femininity, The hysterical and
anorexic-bulimic bodies themselves also display both lacks and
excesses: lack of sexual desire in hysteria and anorexia, lack of
appetite and “feminine” bodily forms and functions such as
menstruation, in anorexia; the “excessive” functioning of
different parts of the body in hysteria and bulimia; excessive food-
intake in bulimia, ete. 1t is interesting to notice the bifurcation
of “lacks” and “excesses” in psychoanalytic thought: while
classical Frendian theory emphasized lack, post-Freudian
(feminist) object-relations theory puts stress on the excesses of
the maternal in interpreting femininity. However there are some
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IGETHIOT, nocT-hpojanjanckara (peMusncriuka) Teopija Ba
||I_'3jcmhpe}]amn{mcmmaxuemw Ha BEIIOEST Ha lﬂj‘-]}trﬁ‘-]mm
nid TIVIKVBAEBETO Ha e ncTaenocta. Mefyroa, nocrojar Hegomey
nucelHN KVITYPHA PENpeacHTaIN T MeHCTREHOCTA KoM
uTeoTRGpyBaaT obaifio arprbyTi. Hajuspazenars masndiee-
FANA HA BHATPEUIHATY MOEP3AHOCT Ha Hedocliusod o
LRI KAKO CHMO0TITHNEH MAPEEDH Hil EHCTECHGET Mg
(i € HHAH IO OHHE OPETCTABH HI HMEHATA KO Ha HEjIHHIoTo
P00 My APHAABAAT ABHOPMATHY, MOHCEIPYOINE KApAKTEpRE-
i, Tofiocodl ma KenaTa Bak0 2HAK 33 abNopEIIOCT CEROTAL
(AT THOCTORIH ENeMEHT Hit 5altIBaTa KyATYRR B Haysei ey pe.
CRogTe BHCOMHHU PH QOCTHTHE BD DOMAHTHIMOT, KOTa
faciHHANEjaTa o CMPTTR B0 pefie 1o COAPREE W epOTHAMOT
[ Fef, 1084). Opaa MEUBIHG Ha MOPIISTHROTO B @DOTCKOTO IO
ffkd B MPETCTAREHA BO  MEHCKOTO-KLKD-SyoRmTe,
[liseonryrajiee HE OTicepaalijaTa JeKd HEROIKY O e
#a Dol Grne MEOTY HaMasysani o danmasi oo pryckH
WHBOTHH B K3PHEBAACKH HApVIUVERHE, I AHCTHIKIaT Ha
BeTie Ha JaaciaHn” i rporeckii” Tens, Capa sas nen bepr
raflenesyRd JeKa XACTEPHYHOTO TEN0 ce GopH 14 10 AncTHrHe
ERICHYHHOT HA8an Ha MHECTOTO, SHTROPENO. MAaaHd,
I UCTEATLTHTH A HD, MEPHO, XaPMOHITTHO, OMICYEH0, Mo,
ICTIPBEHD, MAPHATHEG Tens, Ho Ges 12 CaKa I'o DpecTaBysa
FPOTECKHROT HEYHCT, OTEOPEH, DAnas, Hecpened, Dydew, mmu,
naliaed, HappTeH, cMpanas” Tpyn (Bad jgeH Bepr, 1994).
(‘aaofllo TeNo 33 HEA MPeTCTABYEA npedka, nocefiia apmir,
KOjd HE 1 ADIBOOYEA 13 RHECE BO CRETOT.

Bo Mo wo ywaecd, Jymrja Kpucresa fo8s THIOOOMEE o2
THEOT CTPAR KOj MO TOKAMYES SHAYEHRETO HA PAaaidHTe
OTHOPI W TPaniy #a Tenoro (Kpucress, 1082]). 3a Kpicress,
FCEATE Ha TOjaRYBARETO HA SHCTO # MPOINCHD, COMRJRTHD TR
¢ oafienoro. Ogbuenoro (abject) we @ oHa WITO & BUTKAND N
HETHETO Ha TEA0TO, TVEY G TITO HE CH & HA BRCTHECKOTO MECTD,
{NEAHBEOTO EAKD MAPTHHANRO I HERXAOLTHED TOKEKVED MErTo
il MOWHE OIACHOCTH H 3aKAHH, B 31 AHYHOCTH ¥ 3a
NMIITECTEOTO, JACHATA APOAHATHOCT HA EMOIHHTE Geaoljiery

particular enltural representations of femininity which embeody
bath attributes. The most expressive manifestation of the
intereonnectedness of lock and excess as a symbolic marker of
femininity can be found in those representations of the woman
which attribute her body abnormal, monstrous characteristics.
The tapes of woman as a sign of abnormality has always been a
constant element in Western culture and scientific discourse. It
reached its heights in romanticism, where the fascination with
death contained also eroticism (Gay, 1984). This mixture of the
marhid and erotic is also represented in the fomale-as-monster.
Referring to the observation that several of Freud's patients were
deeply troubled by fantasies of ¢ircus animals and carnivalesque
disorders, and Bakhtin’s distinction of the “classical” and
“grotesque” bodies, Sara van den Berg notes, that the hyslerical
hody struggles to reach the classical ideal of the “pure, dosed,
smooth, disciplined, still, harmonious, cothed, graceful, npright,
fragrant” body, while unwillingly represents the grotesque
“mmpure, apen, rongh, disorderly, noisy, naked, awkward,
inverted, smelly” corps {van den Berg, 1994). The body itself
hecomes an obstacle to her, a special boundary, which blocks
her from living in the world.

In Powers af Horror, Julia Kristeva gives a typology of
personalized korror which shows the significance of the various
orifices and boundaries of the body (Kristeva, 1982}, For Kristeva
the cost of the emergence of a clean and proper, social body is
ahfection, The abject is not that which is dirty or impure about
the budy, but that which is not in its proper place. The abjectas _
marginal and unincorporable signals a site of pessible dangers |

and threats both for the individual and society. The sharp [°

ambiguity of emotions released by the female body is attributed r
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04, #esckoro Teao, Jynija Kpuerera ja npunamysa €a - o
CEETOTO H WARLIKAHD - MAjIHHCKOTO, NPATT Ha MOCTOSHETO,
HO # thETypa #a oabneroTo (abject). Obomysatsero ¥ cTpasoT
nospsani co offrexoTo (abject] nporaserysaat o HerogaTa
enocoBHOCT G2 TH PeYekops B HAZMHEE OrPaHHYyYBaBATS Ha
HOPMETE H JedHBrmHyTe. Majkara - 8 ! WeHATa - £ MeCTD HA
fofiea0 H, KaKo TAKBO, NHANIEHKYEL AHECHOIHOCT O]
HMIIEPATHEOT 34 OABojyBame (00 Majrata) 0 nprdakame Ha
Jaronor #a Tarkoro, Koeramoreryujata Ha @ulMoxoil
(cmocofHoeT 38 HAAMHBHYBARE HA OPAHMYYEARATL) H
nedoclliuzo (ReMakero SHATHTEAHD 3aeSHNIITED Kaj
MamkHeT cybjexT] ja npaBaT MeHaTa (OncKypen, HeaonHpamne)
OEjeKT HE KOTTHEEHkE, KAKD 1 ECRPOTIeH cvijeiT.

Osa ri nomara 13 Gfackrme S00rTo HALLTHSALIETI HA KeHaTa
H Ha AEHATA KAKD TEMa Ha HACHICTAO C8 ANe CIPRHIE ) MUTaTa
napiyra. HajTRImHYHO Ha TPes itioT B 19-THOT 0 20-THOT BEEK,
HCTOTD TEAO, SMHH DENPOAVETHEAN KAaUGUWTETH BpIIca
MOMHTYEIHH, Iy W cperi gyrsm, Deue i Geafiomno, lerec
ons e nobpo NPETCTABEHO £0 CRODEMIHHOT MUPCT HL XOpop
hstnMOBs, KA PENPONYKTHEHITE (ryHKIITN Hi JKeHATA CTaHA:
TeMa Ha HajeTpameH caekH. Bo oane maMonm, MaTKaTa
CHMBOMHIKE & NOKAHAHA BO MPHEAZY Ha HHT[RA-METEDHUHH
OPOCTOPH - SOATH, TECHH, KPHBEVIECTH BH3bn Win OyKsanqo
HOBPAAHH C0 MEHCKDTO TEAO0, K0e Pai[ BUHBEMJAHHN IWTH JPYTH
JacTpailrysaskn cyurrecTsa (Kpum, 1993).

OupuinsEecTa, HAMHOMEHOCTH, KOH DPETXOAH0 (ed AcoiupaH
€0 MAjYHHCKOTO, JEHEC C¢ 3aMeHeTH Bo obmacra Ha
TEXHOAOTHHTE Ha PEOpOAYRIHja: pagao, GuiM, sngeo,
EoMojyrep, urH. (lver, 1990). Kagko mmo sHgosme IPeTioiHo,
CUTHHG KRKO BO MOTIER HA JBOCMECASHOCTS HA SMEHCTREHOCTR,
OBHE TEXHHEH HE ce caMo objerTs Ha dacuusamma Tvxy o Ha
AHECHOAROCT. VBOjYBARETO, NOETOPYBA LT, YMHOKYEARLCTO
Ha DOjEKTHTE & TECHO MOBP3IAHO CO MaTkaTa B0 GaHTiaHia, He
CAMO BO CMHLTA HA PEnpoiyrumja (# MajYsHCEOTO) TVKY, KAKD
wro Bean Ppoja, obere Moe I3 C8 CMETAAT 33 HIBODH HA

by Julia Kristeva to the - both sacred and soiled - maternal, the.
treshiold of existence, but also a figure of abjection. The adoration
and fear connected to the abject derives from its capacity to
trespass and transgress the boundaries of norms and definitions.
The mother - and also: the woman - is a site of origin, and as
such, releases anxiety about the imperative to separate (from
the mother) and to accept the Law of the Father. The coexistence
of excess {capacity to transgress boundaries) and lock (missing
the substantial unity of the male subject) make the woman the
(ohseare, unreachable) object of desire, and also a neurotie
subject,

This helps to explain why the idealization of women and the
woman as a theme of violence are the two sides of the same coin.
Muost typically at the turn of the 19" and 20* centuries, the same
by, the reproductive capacities of which performed venerable,
even sacred functions, was also to be profaned, Today it is well
represented by the recent upsurge of horror films where the birth-
giving function of the woman has become a theme of most
horrifying images. In these filns the womb is shown symbolically
in images of intra-uterine settings which are dark, narrow,
winding cellars or literally in relation to the female body which
gives birth to aliens or other terrifying creatures (Creed, 1993).

The excessiveness and overprolification previously associated
with the maternal, today is replaced into the realm of technologies
of reproduction: radio, film, video, compater, ete. {Doane, 1990),
Aswe saw earlier in relation with the ambiguity of the feminine,
similarly, these techniques are not only objects of fascination
but also of anxiety. The doubling, repetition, the multiplying of
objects is closely related to the womb in fantasy not only in terms
of reproduction (and the maternal), but as Frend says, both can
be regarded as sources of the feeling of the uncanny. These
anxieties today can be partly attributed to the increasing
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YV RCTROTO Hil MYITHO, Henoohngaeo, Jemes, opaa AHECI03HOIT
ACTYMHAG MY 08 NPHIHIYRA HA 3r0ASMEHOTD BIIYUYEAE HA
SAEHICTE BO EPOHABYICTROTO Ha CTOKA B0 20-THOT HEK, WITO T
IEAMEHH HALTHOT OJHGC KO TﬂjEﬂﬂﬂ. SHASHET) H GCHOBHITO
il pnare Ha fodiexiaila.

MokpWBeaksa W OTHPHEAEA HA BUCTHHATA

{rorosaTa peTHuInEANHATA HA SKeHCIITe TeRA, koja Geme yorm
MUTHITHYHR BO BTOPATE TOAOBHHA HE 20-THOT BOK, ¢ HapajeRa
10 HOBMOT OANOC METY BHAAHBOTO H HELWIINHOTO,
MPETCTARMHEBOTO H HENPETCTARAMBOTO M HHBHHTE
NOCAEZDBATENER [PARTIeH 1 THekypes [ Bysm-Cmyvkeman, 1087).

lloEpHBEARSTO KAKO HAed & mocelHO NOBPIaHD 00 MelnTe |
HEHCKATA CERCYAAHOCT; IOR[KIAHG € 00 HEHCKATA MIJIOSIIBOCT
H CKPOMHOCT 6] BIHE CTPAHA, i 0O HEBHATA DOTIMHETOCT Ha
WETOPHTETOT off ApVTa cTpaHa. OTKPHEARET), KOra HEHnTe
CTAHYBAAT DTHATHBHN, JABHN, KAXO PerpOiysTHEHH B TPOLREHH
CTOKH, HMA COELUHJATHN HEHCKH ROHOTANRE, He caMo T0pajLH
EPOTHIMOT HA MEHCEOTO TEAO, TYKY H Nopann (eHCEaTa)
nepeosndukanyja ma Ipeposara # Beernsara (Jopganosa,
1980). EpoTcraTa JHHAMHEKA HAE MOKPHEARETO (A n Ha
datevunailia, ozpaximyemmelio, 1 2panyaiia) e 8o TOR WTH
O TERHAT rorefmoT 48 GanTasnpd 3a ,0HA BHCTHHCEOTO" 32/
wero. JKeHHTe H HEBHHATE TAJHH CEROTAII HMANE TEMERHO
ABOIHAYEH CTATYC, NPHBASYMEH i CTpamied (Ha npuMeD,
MHTCEHOT caydaj sa [largopa). Tpagsumosanto, TajusTe Ba
NRHPOAATA (YHUBEPIYMOT) £ HASHTIHHEYELIE 0 TAJHATE HA
WEHCKHTE TENA, 114 OTTAMY NEPeOHMpHEANNATE Ha FMEHNTE KAKO
rodtet. BHCTHHATA € ROHeYHATa" PEeuTHOCT Koja Ha Kpajor ¢
OTKPHEHA,

XHCTepHIHTE H4ecTo ce ODBHHETH JeKa CamMo ja AMETHpAaT",
SLAYMAT" HEBHATA GOMECT, j4 3aBEAYRAAT HANROPEIIHATA
OKOUTHHA, HERHATE TEKAPE, ja MAMAT HAVKATI 0 PARHOHATHOCTA,

involvement of women in commodity production in the 20th
century, which has altered our relationships towards secrecy,
knowledge and the ultimate question of origins.

Veilings and Unveilings of Truth

The commodity fetishisation of female bodies which was even
more typical in the second half of the 20" century has been
expressed in new relations between the visible and invisible, the
representable and unrepresentable and their consequent
practices and discourses (Buci-Glucksman, 1987).

Veiling 45 idea is peculiarly connected to women and to female
sexualily: it is associated with female charity and modesty on
the one hand and with their submission toauthority at the other.
Unveiling, the making of women visible, public, as reproducible
and available commodities has special female connotations not
anly because of the eroticism of the female hody, but because of
the (ferale) perscnification of Nature and Truth (Jordanova,
19849). The erotic dynamic of veils (and also of distance, limit
and border] is that they make the viewer to fantasize about the
“real thing” behind. Women and their secrets have always had a
profoundly ambiguous status, being both desived and feared (see
e.g. the mythical case of Pandora). Traditionally the secrets of
nature (the universe) are identified with the secrets of women’s
bodies, so the personifications of women as naked. Truth means
“ultimate” reality itself which is finally exposed.

Hysterics are often acensed of just “imitating”, “role-playing”
their disease, misleading the outside enviroment, their doctors,
decetving seience and rationality, of hiding the secrel. One
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ja Kpwiolll Mayxaiia, Enga moscHa MMTEpHpeTauyja Ba oBa e
IeKa TEAOTO Ha XMCTEPHKOT 9 MAME® IIegagor, My ce
LJoTemesa” Ha megsganexnot ornen. Toa we 1a8a KoxeperTHA
CIHEA, TYRY (PparMenTHpaHa, (POTECKHA, HA K0jd HEKOH J20RH
HiH QYHEIMA HA TEAOTO CTAHATE BHINHEM HA HCKPHBEH,
Hpobiemariyen” HaYHH, 3 APYTHTE CEKOTAI OCTAHYHRAAT
ckpHend. Osa e eaHo ofjacHyBamke SOMTO TPAANIHOHATHATA
MEIHIHECKA HayKa oTcexoram buna daciusnpata, Ho B nog
3aKaHa, 01 CHMNOTOMHTE Ha xHCTepHjaTa. TenoTo Ha
XHCTEPHIOHTE CH urpa nocefHa KpuenKo-MUNEHK,
MOBHEYBAJEH 1O APYTHOT Aa ja HCTPAKYEA TAJHATA, HO BO
MOMEHTOT KOra Nokanata ke OHge TpHGITEHE, XHCTEPHKOT o8
MEHYRA, ja MACKH]A NOKPHEHOCTA BA TAJHATA, TPABi O/ Hea yiTe
emeH TeneceH cHMIOTOM. (Ban TeHIeHIEHA 32 NOKPHBARE U
OTKPHBAMHE jA NPaBH XHCTCPHjATA TONKY MHCTHYHA, HO M
cpamoTHa Govtect. Hero Taka HH noMars 26 ofjacHHMe 30Umo
XHCTepifjaTa oreexoTam Hia NORPIAEA 00 FeHCTHEHOCTA H HE
it DHAe IPHAABAHH HHIKAKBH MAWky kapakreprerien. Jogexa

. C& OTEPHBA - cofnexysa - ®EHATA CEKOTAIN HMa ePOTCEA HH

TPArHYHE KOHOTAMK]A, @ MAMOT & MHCTY MOCMELIEH.

HajHecTakHATHTE CHH HA OTKPHEAMET) B0 JEHEUIHO BpeMe o8
HAYEATA H MeaHiHEaTa. THe Ci ro IpHCEO{YBAAT COEHjATHIOT
CTATYC HA BHCTHHA, MPHBHJIErHPaHa Bpcka oo Bucranara 8
Mpuponara, na Taxa AeHaTa, KAk nepeoHwdixanija Ha
IPHPOAATA, TPHPOAHD A0ATA KAKO TPVIL 38 AHATOMEj2 H APYTH
METHUHHCKH npoueaypH. Cenak, Mopa ja nonaneme jexa
TPEAHIHOHANHATA GHOMEHITHED HHKOTA He MOMENA 14 ja
OATATHE ,TAJHATA", AVPH ¥ CO CROWTE BHCOKOCO(HCTHIHDARH
AMATEN 38 ECHNTYERELE TPEKY TIEName [DERTTeH, VATAPEEVE i
APYTI MOJEPHE AHjaTHOCTHYEH TEXHHKHR KOW TPABAT &ALkt Ha
BHATPEMHATE 0 HAZBOPEIIHATE MOBPIIHHN HA TENOTO).
Mpuania 3a - AETYMHEHOT - VCOEX HA NCHXOAHANIHIATA BO
TPETHPATLETS Ha XHCTEpHjaTa Bewe Toa wrro Dpoja MEpagHrMaTa
HA OTKPHBAHETO 3 DOMECTH 0L NOIET) HA METARETO, B0 TIOAETO
HA cayuwaweiio, Toj @ npeara AHYHOCT BO HCTOPHJATA HA
MEHIHHATS. KUjE CEPHOIHO I ¢TI BepOatHuTe TOPaKH HY

possible interpretation of this is that the hysteric's body "plays g
trick” on the viewer, makes a “mockery” of the medical Gaze.
What she displays is not a coherent picture, but a fragmented,
grotesque one with some parts or functions of the body made
visiblein a distorted, “tricky™ way while other parts always remain
hidden. This is one explanation why traditional medical scienca
has always been faseinated but also threatened by symptoms of
hvsteria. The hysterical body plays a special hide-and-seek,
calling the other to explore the secret, but at the moment the
invitation is accepted, the hysteric changes, masks the coverage
of the secret, makes another bodily symptom from it, This
tendency to veil and unveil makes hysteria such a mystical and
also embarrassing disease. It also helps to explain why hysteria.
was always conneeted to femininity and no male characteristics
were attriboted to it. While unveiling - undressing - a woman
always has an erotic or a tragic connotation, the same for men is
much more comic,

The mast prominent forces of unveiling in moderm age are science
and medicine. They claimed special truth-status for themselves,
a privileged relationship to Truth and Nature, and the Woman,
as the personification of nature was the appropriate corpse for
anatomy and other medical procedures, We must add however
that traditional biomedicine has never been able to unravel the
“secret” even by its highly sophisticated tools of examination
connected to vision {x-rays, ultra-sound and other modern
diagnostic technigques making images of the body's inner and
outer surfaces). The reason of the - partial - success of
psychoanalysis in treating hysteria was, that Freud displaced the
paradigm of unveiling from the field of vision into the realm of
listening. He was the first person in the histary of medicine who
listened seriously to the verbal messages of women, who thought
that the secret can be found in an other dimension of the senses,
in the world of narratives which are layered upon each other




WOIITE, KDJR COETA JEKA TAJHATS MOKE 18 te OTEPHE BO APYTd
.|||'-u'||:|||ja e CETILTATA, BO CHETIT HA Hoapaifuallle, Kol ce
(AOENATH Kako B TeaecauTe TEWsa. Ipobaemor Ha
0 B RERIOT METOLE LT, CTee it 10 MeAHIHHCKTOT MOgen,
@ - 0 CAMEOT OLIHYEH AHATOM - ja Dapa 0 KoHeyHaTd
RitCTITHA" B TO) HAYHE W70 CHCTEMATCKH, £16H N0 SI6H TH
DANITEVES CA0EERTE HA HADATHEOT, Komajkn nogmaborn 8o
JTE0TE B HADATHRAOT", DO JIENHEATHOTO THIIRG Hi sechaefs
Valetre, nasupruToT HE cekasama. Bpoji soommro He o8
COMHERLT JEKR TOEMY NCHXATA Hi XHCTEPITKOT I'0 HO00e 1YV
o, Mako ona G efim PeriayIIRGINEDI Wjase, KoK
(e MHOTY MUCTHMHO # HEHAYYHO 33 TOTAEIHATH - W0 )
MOOTTHERCHATE - QUG METHUHE, SIeH COCeM JipyT
Hpofnes MErY Boseke To nocpaming Ppoja. Herormor npob
e ¢ UBPAET C0 TREHITHROEATROTO CRE NS0 Nt CIMITTOMITTE
H{ SIETEPMEDT, @0 OITmTo) BepVERRe Jekd 0BIHe CHALTTOM o8
COMO KDMEeIMid, BHcTHHcKR HamaMa. Orkaxo ro waofa
NCHEMMKHOT EREMEHT, JIPHKAIHATA" 3070 CHMIITOMUT, eI
jUIIAE OCTAHVEL HEOEropopenn sa $poja: woe on JAneTe -
P00 FTH YMOT - Ja npasn koxesijata? Koe name? Quropopon
NPICTHTHYRA [OAGIHHE, OF CAEH e Ha JAEAHOBCEATH
i nananyad. Kako mmo mamyea Brae berseayvn: Odere ja
KAMYAAAT BHCTHHATA, BHCTHHATE HA HEBUHOT KOUGIIHRET,
NAPATORCATHOTD PeIIEHHE B3 QBATA PENA HA HEWTH Koo
KOMBEPTHPEAT M) TEAOTD Ha MeHaTa: cpeafard - cyaupoT ita
Camboosoro B Peannora”.” (Beresenyto, 1694, crp-64) On oea
¢ YHHH JEKd KOHeyHATR" BROTHHE ¢ OBJE, Do TOUKATE Ha
cpesasase mE Cimbomioto i Peannoro, va IpanumnTe Ha TEee
FEPHTOPHN: HA MEFIIHCKIOT SETOPHTUT H TATKOBCKUOT 38K0H,
Hik TPAHHIEATE A YMOT H TRIOTD, TRARKINTTE Ha jasugoT. He e
I UYAO T SHOMETRITHHCKETE HAVKIE 00 HHEBHEOT apeeH
HACOMEHR KOH [Ier0ilio JACTAHATIE HA CBAR TPAHILLA, 1 1070
MENOAHATHAATA, HAVEATY HA MO, CO CBOITE JIHHYBHCTHEEN
TEXHHEI HETD THKD He MOGKEN TA Ji NPeMiHe.

Cera MORMEME 13 BHIHME 20MTO xecTepijaTa Gnaa (e?)
AMBIEMATHYAA 23 KORQUITRTHTE Ha (00T JMOOSPRAT HAYKL
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the same way as bodily tissues. The problem with the Frendian
method was that following the medical model, Freud, himself
an outstanding anatomist, was also searching for the "ultimate
truth™ by unfolding svstematically, one-by one the different lavers
of the parrative, digging more deeply in the “body of the
narrative”, into the intricate tissue of the secrets d'alodve, the
labyrinth of reminiscences. It was no guestion for Freod that it
is the hvsteric's psyche which takes possession over her body.
Although this was a revolutionary statement sounded too
mystical and unscientific for contemporary - and even later -
official medicine, the problem that caused more embarrassment
for Frend was something different. His problem was related to
the teaditional view aboot the symptoms of the hysteric, the
genetal balief that these symptoms were nothing but comedy, a
genuine deception. After finding the psychic element, the "story”
hohind the svmplom, one guestion remained unanswered for
Fresud: which one of the two - body or mind - makes the comedy?
Wha is lving? The answer arrived later, from part of Lacanian
psyehoanalysts. As Bien Benvenuto writes: “They are both telling
the truth, the truth of their conflict, the paradoxical solution of
two orders of things converging in the body of the woman: the
encounter - clash of the symbaolic and of the “real”.” (Benvenulo,
1994, p. 64.) From this it seems that the "altimate” truth is there,
at the meeting-point of the Symbolic and the Real, at the borders
of twis teeritories: of maternal authority and the patermal Law, at
the boundaries of mind nnd body, the borders of language. No
wonder thal biomedical scences with their armour related to
the by stopped st this border and that psychoanalysis, the
serenee of the mind with its lingaistic technigues was also not
nble to o nerose it

Now we can see why hysterin was (is?) an emblematic of the
eanflicts of {postimodern science: the conflict of different
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KOHQIHETOT Ha PA3MUYHATE JMMEHIHN - CHMOOIHIKATA 0
peANHATa, TENRCHATS M OCHXTYRATE - € Beanes no sea. Ho, oé
VIOTE Hil OCTAHYEE €QHO Opamiame, 301TO XHCTEPHKOT
SACTAHYEL HA TPAHRIATE, 30070 C ApkH 10 kondmakror? o
caxa Aexatia? Cara cé u HRMTO, XHCTEPHEDT € B0 KOHUIEET
AVPH i &0 CBOJOT ROMMITHET - Kako o 8enH Biuge Benperyro,
mad ¢ g0 koMUl co cofcllisenaila tamara (BeHDemyTo,
1904). Moweme 14 npeTnoCTABHME 18K Taa @ i HeIUTAmeH: o/
AAAVILTHENTE, MPTBO-PAfadEy ceojeTRd Ha Jo0paTa” majia (B
HEJIMHATE MATKA], HO BO HCTO BPEME HE CAKA [a ja Hamyumy
DesfeaHOcTa B TOTAHEATA KOH TAa B TH A8, 8 uclioapesero
i NPHITERYRA CBETOT HA TATROTO, HO MOIUTAIIETN € 0jL MoKTa 1
AOMHHEHTHOCTA KOH Toj o cinabotRanpa. Juan, ie cara o
fiize Uity Majka Huiliy TATKD, HO Kommes an G ofajyeiie.
He casxa 2 DITE HItYY MATIKD HITY MERCKD, AMa HETO THI CAKA
na Gupe u asere, Taa ce Gopie 2a sedughepenguoijo.

Herno mokeme i ja npocasgume osaa Dopha B0 paspojoT Ha
XHCTePUIHRTE GONECTH 07 10-THAT Rex A0 Aenec, Buaejin ey
@/IHa O CTPRHATE - I [TAUIEHTITE HITY AEKAPITE - He MOREea
Jla ja 3anpe Okaa KPUEHKA, DOTONEMIOT A6 o/ KAACHYHHTE
CHMITTOMM Ha XHCTEDHATA HOYEIHANE, 2 HOBH TPAHC(OPAATTHN
(H EMEHA) ¢& NojasyRale KAKD JCN 0 ,FoneMarta urpa”,
XHCTEPHUNTE 02, MUHETHOT BEX TH I0RASKY BAA THOIIHRHAIHHTE
CHITH OfL HEKOU DeA0aL BA TRITOTS | TO TPeHecyBaa THOHIOT Ha
OPYTH RelonH, urpajkr co GParMestH off HHBRHTE TeNa,
CORpEMERITE AHOPEKCHYADH ja WIPAAT KPHENKATA ©O 11£4aTa
MORPUIHHA Ha HEBHHTE eI, NORIEEVBajEn 1 cullle DxeHckH)
BHTATHH CIUTH O/ HUE - 0B & (haTATHA KOMEHA Bl SHBOT HAH
eMpr” - nonexoram (1:10 coysan!) ByEsaano pHankyBajEs 1
ri AABoTATE. JpocMHECTEROCTA, BEYHAOT RORGARKT, o6
NOKAEYEA Ha 88H MHOTY DOMOKEH HAYHH: RO CTVMEj0T HA
COBPEMEHATA AHOPEKCHE GAOKHPAETD HA TEAOTO, 33 4 He
CTANM BO IO CO #e1Data, o8 OIRKEA DAPATENHO C0 MOTOPHA
W rETenexTyanua (xuneplaktuescct [Baymbepr, 1992}
%’ CHMYATAHOTO KpHeme Ha TenoTo (N wKouHexor) W
TEKAMNYBA-ETE HA TESOTO BO COOPTORHTE H APYTHTE AKTHBHOCTH
HIl NPHEXEYER VIOTE 000CTPa aMBHEATEHTHOCT (THOKY WTo

dimensions - symbolic and real, bodily and psychic - ang
embedded in it. But one question still remains. Why does. the
hysteric stop at the border, why does she stick in the conflict?
What does Woman want? She wants nothing and everything:
The hysteric is in conflict even with her own conflict - a5 Biee
Benvenuto says she is in confTiet with fer own deception
{Benvenuto, 1994). We may suppose that she is both afraid of
the suffocating, death-bearing qualities of the “good” mother {and
her womb) but at the same time she does not want to leave its
safety and warmmess, and simultansously she is attracted to the
world of the father, but scared of the power and dominance it
symbolizes. So she wants to be neither mother nor father, but
her desire is to he both of them. She does not want to be either
femnale or male, but also wants to be both of them, She is
struggling for nondifferentiation.

We can easily follow this struggle in the development of the
hysterical diseases from the 19" century to the present, As the.
hide-and seek could not be stopped by either party - neither by
patients nor by their doctors - most of the classical hysterical
symptoms disappeared while new transformations (and names)
of the disease turned up as part of the “big game”, Last century
hysterics withdrew libidinal forees from some part of their bodies
while transported libido to others, plaving the game with the
fragments of their bodies. Contemporary anorexics play the hide-
and-seek with the whole surface of their bodies, withdrawing all
[female) vital forces from it - this is a fatal, “life-or-death” comedy,
sometimes (1:10 eases!) literally risking their own lives. The
ambiguity, the eternal conflict shows itself in a more powerful
way: in case of contemporary anorexia the blocking of the body
to get involved with desire ocears paralle] with the performanee
of motoral and intellectual (hyper)activity (Brumberg, 1992). The
simultaneous hiding of the flesh (and desire) and exposition of
the body in sports and other activities displays even a sharper
ambivalence as we saw in the case of classical hvsteria. The
unresolvable conflict of desire, the desperate cry for

- | .
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HACEME KA) KIacHEHaTa xucrepia. Hepeanmsnor konguakT
Hil mEnDBaTa, 04AJHAOT NOBNE 28 Hegdeperjanitja, wenbara
W ce Omge ¥ wedociiug W aulOx, COF NUKAKAHH BO
FHSITOMATOMOIH]ATA Ha aNOTEXIR DErVOSA RoMOMHHpaH:a co
(IyRHMH]A ©0 HAMAMEHHYHO MeHybame Ha ojifieaike B
nisecyrame xpana. Melfyroa, onaa Hophia ue - n HUEDIAL He
(iima, Hrpa co ened wrpads. Hemy xucrepsjaTa, BTy koja uw ga e
apwTa (nenxejarprcka) DOZIRCT, HE MORE 13 08 NPOTOAKVEL 00
P M HZIVAITHR TICHEHEKH TTPOLIECH.

{ely COMMETHITE HUYSHILE KO ja TPOVUYBAST KHOTepitjaTa,
HALIEPOR0 € TIprETeHD TeR MOAepHHOT METHITHHCKH JANCKYDC
LI BAMCHA YIOTA BO KOHCTRYHPAKETO HA FERCKOTO TN
KiKD HeROMIKIeT D, aaboaenn u guec (loyrrep, 1987). Akoro
NPRpETHME APEVMENTOT HA AHTHECHXHJATPICKITTE AREAEETHA 0
1Y60-THTE H  7FO-THTE =~ H HEKOH NOMONHERHH
NDCTETPY KTVPANHCTIICH TPHHCTAIH - FEKA CHTE TCHXMATPICKE
(OAECTH C& JARHCHE Off ONIITECTBEHNTE H EYITYPHHTE
BPEAHOCTH, i HACTOBYBAYKHTE ODAKTHEH, & He oi (Bayuna)
(JERTHBHOCT, ,TAJHATA" HA MeHcKHTe DOecTH NECHD MORE A
o OTEPHE €0 HCHOHTYBAME Ha OMIITeCTHEHATA KOHTPOE o
npHApVEENTE anckyper. Mako e KeocmopHO Aeks opie
(PHCTAMH MORAT B3 CONHKAT MEOIITRO BAKHE DPEN03HARI
i Jexa HHBHATE eKCILTAHATOPHA CHAA B MHOTY 3HAYAJHA, OF
JTPYTH CTPAHAL, AK, MOUKE T4 £8 00478 Jeka CERnja AHATHIA cAMa
no cefe @ eqHoTEMensnosania. 0Ba e ToNHO M 32 NPACTANKTE
EOH TH npHEaxas Bo 0B0j Tpya. MefyToa, apessocTuTe Ha
TONKYBAMATE HA CHMOOAMMKHTE DPORECH 0T0 TH HYOH
OCHXOAHANHIATA H PEMERIHTHHTE NOPAKN HE AKATEMCENOT
teMuENAAM 33 POADBHTE OQHOCH - Z4€/1H0 00 HHBHHUTE
HETOCTATONH - MOPa 13 C8 DpIaHaaT. Momese i3 o8 COracHme
oo Llejn Anep 8 ApyTHETE Hay s HUIH KON BETT LEKA e1EH MYyJITH-
AHMEHSHOHANCH TR0, KOj 10 KoMBHHEDA WHTHBRAYVATHEDT
NPHCTAN OO KPRTHYHATS AHAIH3A Ha COUMJWTHITE NTPOLECcH,
MOKE A4 PEIVATHPA 0 HAOMAHE Ha HajtoGpHTe OAroBOpH; -
OCEER AK0 He ja Gapame _ANCONYTHATA BHCTHHA" HAM
~YHHEATHATS TajHa" Ha meHckiTe GoienrrHEm,

Ipeson: Came Taces

nondifferentiation, the wish for being both lack and excess is
expressed in the alternating of refusal and intake of food in the
symptomatology of anorexia nervosa combined with bulimia.
However this stroggle is not - and never has been - 2 game with
asingle player. Neither hvsteria nor any other (psyehiatric) illness
can be interpreted solely by individual psyehic processes.

It is widely accepted amongst social seientists studying hysteria
that modern medical diseourse has played an important role in
constructing the female body as deficient, diseased and unruly
(Showalter, 1987). If we accept the srgument of the 1960s and
"70s antipsychiatric movements — and of some later
poststrueturalist approaches ~ that all psyehiatric ilnesses are
dependent on social and cultural valoes and labeling practices,
and not (scientific) objectivity, the “secret” of female maladies
might be easily found by means of the examination of social
control and its associated discourses. Although it is indisputahle
that these approaches may still hold many important recognitions
in store and their explanatory foree is highly significant one can
add on the other hand that each analysis on its own is one-
dimensional. This is also true for the approaches I have
introduced in this paper. However the vahoes of the interpretation
of symbaolic processes offered by psychoanalysis and the relevant
messages of academic feminism about gender relations —
together with their insufficiencies - have to be also recognized.
We can agree with Jane Ussher and other scholars who propose
that a multi-dimensional approach which combines the
individual approach with the critical analysis of sovial processes
may result in finding the best answers; -unless we are looking
for the "absolute truth” or the *unique secret” of female maladies.
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