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Eu aycTo-

Crepautr Merre nona*

30WTO MAWKKWOT W MEHCKHOT
HE C& [0B0NHK

Bo 1843, Jlesn Ciynam, 23-rogmmen sxuren wa Canmne-
fepr, Konexturar, nobapa og rpagckHoT HabHpaykn
oaGop Aa ro NOTEPAH HEroBOTO OPABO A3 TAaca Kako
Burogen' BO MECTORKO OCOOPYBAHHTE JOKATHN W300PH.
Bapamero nokpeda Oypa o NpHroBOpH Of ON03HIHO-
HAaTa NapTHja, 3apaan Pa3io3s KoH MOpa A4 Ce DETKH BO
AHATHTE Ha AMEPHKAHCKATA AEMOKpaTHja: (eine KaKaHo
Aexa CjyoaM € moBeke MKeHCKO OTKONKY MALIKD H 34704
(oeyMaeceTHHA MOJAMHH Nped NPasoTo Ha roac ga Guae
MPOIIHPERG HA #eHHTe) He Tpeda aa My BHae I03EaaeHo
ma raaca. Co men ce peis cnopot Gin LoBeteH JeKap,
Hexojer Brmgas Llemc Bapw, 3a ga ro nperneaa Civaans.
H, BepojaTHO OTKAKO €8 CODYHI co danyc, HobpuoT
OOKTOP IO NPOTIAcH HATAEARHOT raacay 34 Mamgo, Co
Cjynam Bo cBowTe Komoua, Burosuwre nobegmja Ha
nalopHTe CO eNeH TTIAc NoBeke.

Mefyroa, Haneze aexa gujarHosarta va Bapu Guna
npepana. [lo HeKONKyY OeHa Toj OTEPH JeKa M noxpaj
thanyeor Civiam HMAN PEIOBHA MEHCTRYAIIH]a B BArHHA-
neH oTBop. H HeroniTe /HEjaHHATE (ManIKl 1 HeToEHTE,
HEJEMHHUTE MEHTANHH OPelHCIOIHIHA Gea nanexy

* CraTHjaTa e a4 npenat objansqa Bo
The Sciences, March/April 1993
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Sterling The Five Sexes*

Why Male and Female
are not Enough

In 1843 Levi Suydam, a twenty-three-year-old resident
of Salisbury, Connecticut, asked the town board of
seleetmen to validate his right to vote as a Whig' in a hotly
contested local election. The request raised a flurry of
objections from the opposition party, for reasons that
must be rare in the annals of American democracy: it was
said that Suydam was more female than male and thus
{some eighty years before suffrage was extended to
women) conld not be allowed to cast a ballot. To settle
the dispute a physician, one William James Barry, was
brought to examine Suydam. And, presumably upon en-
countering a phallus, the good doctor declared the pro-
spective voter male. With Suydam safely in their column
the Whigs won the election by a majority of one,

Barrv's diagnosis, however, turned out to be somewhat
premature. Within a few davs he discovered that, phallus
notwithstanding, Suydan menstruated regularly and had
a vaginal opening. Both his/her physique and his/her
mental predispositions were more complex than was the

* First published in The Sciences, March/April 1093
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MOCAOKEHH 0] KAKO mTO NpBo ce mucneme. Toj/Taa
HMALIE TECHH DAMEHA H IIHPOKH KOMKOBH H YVBCTRY-
Ballle MOBPEMEHH CEECYANTHH KOMHERH KOH #eHH.
SHREHCTEEHHTE HakAoHOCTH" HAa Cyaasm, (KaKo wWro e
CEMOHOCTA KOH KHBH DOM, KOH NapYHd TEKCTHI,
copeiyeajis ru # xoMOHERpajiy rH, 1 asepaljaTa KoH
TenecHata pabora, B HecnocoBGHOCTA A ja H3BEIVEA
wcrara, Dea 3adelexedn O0ff MHO3ZHHCTBOTD®, HATIHIIA
nogonHa Bapu. He e jacno aams Cjyaam ro zaryfma win
3aMpIKAN TIACOT, H Aag MabopHETe pesyataTh Onne
H3MEHETH.

Janaguara kvaTypa € anaboko npHBp3aa KOH HAjATA
Jexa mocTojar caMo gpa noad. Jypl B jasukor oabuea
OpYTH MOMHOCTH; Taka, 34 [la nHIrveam 3a Jless Ciyaam
MOPan JIa H3yMaM KOHBeHIHHE - Toj taa (s/he i his/her) -
33 [1a O3HAYAM HEKD]/a Koj/a He ¢ HHTY MAamkKo HMTY
MEHCKO HITH Koj/a e moxelu obata nona soegno. Hero
TAKA, NPABHO CEKO] POIPACEH € MM MK HIH MeHa, |
paANHKaTa, e pazbnpa, He e TpuBHjaRa. 3a Cjvaam Taa
PASTHEA 3HAYENIE IPABD HA IMAac; eHec Taa SHayH Ja ce
GHae nomoben, WK H33eMEeH, O PErpyTaiHja, HiH Ja ce
One NOANOKEH, HA PEANHYEN HAYHHM, HA romes Gpoj
SAKOHH IOTO IO NOKPHE3ZAT DPAKOT, CEMEJCTBOTO M
UOBEKORATE HHTHMHOCT. Bo suory genosn o Coenm-
HeTHTe JpMaEH, HA NpHMeD, ABajua nyle NpasHO
PErHCTPHPAHE KK MAXKH HE MOMAT 42 HMAAT CERCYRTHIL
opgHocH Ge3 2 TH DpeKpar oApefiHTe npoTHE Cogo-
MHJATA.

Ho, ako Apxaparta H OPABHHOT CHCTEM HMAaaT MHTEPEC
A4 IO 3a9yBaaT IB0-TapPTHCRHOT NOI0E CHCTEM, THE TOTal
ce B0 KoHGIHKT co npupogaTa. Hmeno, ako ce HapasuMe
GHONOMIKH, HMa M0BeEe TPATAMHE IITO OIAT 0J1 MEHCKOTO
KOH MAITKOTO; H, 3ABHCHO 07 TOA KAKO K8 MM HapedeMe
HATArAMATA, MOMEME /13 THPAHME JIEKa N0 TOj CHeKTap
nexat fapeM OeT DoAs - & BEPOJATHO AYDPH M NOBEKE.

first suspected. 8/he had narrow shoulders and broad hips
and felt occasional sexual yearnings for women. Suydam’s
“feminine propensities, such a fondness for gay colors,
for pieces of calieo, comparing and placing them together,
and an aversion for bodily labor, and in inability to per-
form the same, were remarked by many,” Barry later
wrote. It is not clear whether Suydam lost or retained the
vote, or whether the election results were revised.

Western culture is deeply committed to the idea that there
are only two sexes. Even language refuses other possibili-
ties; thus to write about Levi Suydam [ have had to invent
conventions — s/he and his/her — to denote someone who
is not clearly neither male nor female or who is perhaps
both sexes at once. Legally, too, every adult is either man
or woman, and the difference, of course, is not trivial. For
Suydam it meant the franchise; today it means being avail-
able for, or exempt from, draft registration, as well as be-
ing subject, in various ways, to a number of laws govern-
ing marriage, the family and human intimacy. In many
parts of the United States, for instance, two people legally
registered as men cannot have sexual relations without
violating anti-sodomy statutes.

But if the state and the legal system have an interest in
maintaining a two-party sexual system, they are in defi-
ance of nature. For biologically speaking, there are many
gradations running from female to male; and depending
on how one calls and shots, one can argue that along that
spectrum lie at least five sexes - perhaps even more.




Identities

HapecHo BpeMe HCTPAMYBAYHTE HA MEAHITHHATA O
NMPH3HABAAT MOMMOT HA HHTepcekcyanuo teno. Ho,
CTAHOAPAHATA MENHIHHCKA JHTEPATYPA T'0 KOPHCTH
TEPMHHOT HHTEPCEKE KAKe ceondarneH TEPMHH 33 Tpu
TAABHH MOArPYIIH €0 H3IEECHA MEABHHA HA MANIKH H
AMEHCKH KAPAKTEPHCTHEH: TAKAHAPEYEHHTE BHCTHHOKR
XepMadpoaHTH, KOHIITO MM HAPEKYBaM XepMH, 1ITO
MOCEYBAAT €I0H TECTHE H BAeH jajEuE (OeRxd, Han
TOHAZIH IOTO NPOHARGAYRAAT CepMa M jajual; Manmme
nceyaoxepMahpoasT! [ MepMHTe"), KOH HMAAT TECTHCH
H HEKOH ACTIEKTH HA MEHCKH FeHHTANIHH HO HeMaaT
jAjHHLH; B AHeHCKHTe nceyaoxepsmadpoauti [ dep-
MHTE"), KOH HMAAT JAJHHIIH H HEKOH ACTIEKTH Ha MANIKN
IEHHTLIHA, HO HA KOM UM HEOCTACYRAAT TecTHeH. Cexoja
0f, DBHE KATETOPHH € KOMILIeKeHa 110 celecu; nponesar
Ha MANITKH M AeHCKH KAPAKTEPHCTHKH, Ha DPHME], MO#Ee
EHOPMHO a4 BADHDA Kaj NPHOAAHHUHTE HA HCTATA
NOArpyna. 3ropa Ha TO4, BHATPETHHOT AHBOT HA JIVIeTo
07l CceKoja MOATpYHa - HUBHHTe nocefuy norpedin w
HHEHHTE npobneMy, NPpHBAEKYBAKLA ¥ oA0HEAA -
OCTAHAA HEMCTPAMEHH O ¢TpaHA Ha Hayrata. Ho, spa
OCHOBA HA OHA INTO € NO3HATO 33 HHB, CYTEPHPAaM JIeKa
TPHTE HHTEPOEKCA, XEPM, MEPM H (hepM, 3acTyyRaaT jia
OMnaT pasTmenyBAHH KAKD MocelHH H CAMOCTOJHH Mo,
BoymiHoCT, ¢ TEpAAM M JeKa miJioT € HEHIMEpeH,
GeckpajHo enacTHYeH KOHTHHYYM KOj HM C2 OHpa ha
OrpaHHYyBAATA H HA METTE KATETOPHH.

Boomumo He HAHEeHAVEA TOA IITO € MHOTY TEIIKO Ji e
OpOUEHH (bpekreHIaTa Ha HHTEPeeReY ATHOCT, A YT
NoTemyD (PpekEeHNHjaTa HA CEKO] OF TPHTE JONonHN-
TENTHM TIOJAT TOA HE € TAKOE B HHGODMAITH]A IHT0 HeXO|
AobpoRoano £e ja gage kora anAmpuMpa za pabora,
enxomoror Lon Mons (John Money) on Yausepaireror
Los Xonwuwse (John Hopkins), cnenxjamict 8o npoveay-
BAIETO Ha KOHTEHHTANHETE Aedextn Ha cercyannnTe
OpraH#, CYTEpHpa JeKa HHTEPCERCYVANIMTE MOMAT ja
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For some time medical investigators have recognized the
concept of the intersexual body. But the standard medi-
cal literature uses the term intersex as a catch-all for three
major subgroups with some mixture of male and female
characteristics: the so-called true hermaphrodites, whom
I eall herms, who posses one testis and one ovary (the
sperm-and egg-producing vessels, or gonads); the male
psendohermaphrodites (the “merms™), who have testes
and some aspects of the female genitalia but no ovaries;
and the female psendohermaphrodites (the “ferms™), who
have ovaries and some aspects of the male genitalia but
lack testes. Each of those categories is in itself complex;
the percentage of male and female characteristics, for in-
stance, can vary enormonsly among members of the same
subgroup. Moreover, the inner lives of the people in each
subgroup — their special needs and their problem, attrac-
tions and repulsions — have gone unexplored by science.
But on the basis of what is known about them I suggest
that the three intersexes, herm, merm and ferm, deserve
to be considered additional sexes each in its own right.
Indeed, I would argue further that sex is a vast, infinitely
malleable eomtinuum that defies the constraints of even
five categories.

Not surprisingly, it is extremely difficolt to estimate the
frequeney of intersexuality, much less the frequency of
cach of the three additional sexes: it is not the sort of in-
formation one volunteers on a job application. The psy-
chalogist John Money of John Hopkins University, a spe-
clalist in the study of congenital sexual-organ defects,
suggests intersexual may constitute as many as 4 percent
of births. As T point out to my students at Brown Univer-
sity, in a student body of about 6000 that fraction, if cor-
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KOHCTHTYHPAAT IyPH H 10 4 NPOHeHTH 04 poaesnTe. Kako
LT HM YEAAYBAM HA MOHTE CTYIEHTH 0] YHHBEPIHTETUT
BpayH, B0 eiHO CTYAEHTCKD Teno o4 6.000 CTYAEBHTH,
TAKBHOT IPOLEHT, AKO € TOUEH, HMILTHIHPA KA MOXe
I8 HMa I¥PH B A0 240 HHTEPCEKCYANIH BO KaMIoT -
CEKAKD JOBOJHO 32 a4 ce (pOopPMHpA HEKAKOR BH/J
MATIHHECKD J00H,

Cenak po peanHOCTa, MATKYMHHA TAKBH CTYAEHTH OM
eTHrHane Ao BpayH BO CEECYANHO paznmdHM hopMu.
HeopaMBeMIHHTE JOCTHTHYBARA BO (PHAROAOrHjaTa o
KHPYPIIKATA TEXHOMOIH)A CETA HM OROBMOMKYEAAT HA
AeKapHTE A4 I'H (paTaT MHTEPCEKCVANIATE BO MOMEHTOT
Ha paramkero. PEYHCH BeHAN TAKBHTE JELA BAETYBAAT
BO NPOrpaMa Ha XOPpMOHATEH H XHPYPIIKH TPeTMaH 3a
A MOOKAT THEES J4 C NPHEIYYAT KOH OMIITeCTROTO KAKD
JHOPMATHA XETEPOCEKCYAMHM MAIIKH WIH HeHCKH Jela.
IogpaexkyBaM [EKA MOTHBOT BOOIIITO HE € KOHCITHDA-
tieen. [lesrra Ha DONTETHEATA & HIBOPHO XYMaHHTAPHA,
OfpaaveajiH ja menbara myreTo na MomarT 1a ¢¢  BRnonar”
KaKO OHEHYKH TaKa # HCHXIomke. Bo MegHIHHCKaTa
SAEMHUIE, CeNAK, NPeTNOCTABKHTE 341 Taa menba, mexa
HMA CcaMo ABa 03, JeKa CAMO XeTepOCeRcyanHoCTa e
HOPMATHE, AeKa HMA 81eH BHCTHHOKH MOJS HA NCHX0-
JIOIIED 3Apasje - 0CTAHAA PeYHCH HEHCTIHTAHH,

360poT xepMadpoINT Joara O FPUMKHTE MMM Xepmec,
HHAKY TO3HAT KAKO CAACHHEK HA GOrOBHTE, NOKPOBHTEN
HA MYIHEATA, KOHTPOMOD HA COHANTTATA HIH 3AIITHTHHK
HA MUBOTHHTE, H AppoanTa, DomHIIATA HA CEKCYAMHATA
wyhos # yOasusara. Coiopel| rpuKaTa METOA0TH]A, ORHE
ama Gora craHane poauTend Ha XepmadpoauT, Koj Ha
BOZPACT O NETHASCET MIHHH CTAHAN NOICBHHA MAlTKD
MNOJOBHHA MEHCKO KO3 HErOBOTD TEAD CB CARAND €O
TENOTO Ha Hexoja HHMbE, Bo koja Toj ce mmyhan. Kaj
HEKOH BHCTHHCEM XepMadpoirTH TECTHCOT H jajHHKOT
PACHAT CAAeHO, HO DHNATEDPANHO; K] OPYTH PacHaT

rect, implies thre may be as 240 intersexuals on campus
— surely enough to form a minority campus of some kind.

In reality though, few such students would make it as far
as Brown in sexual diverse form. Recent advances in phy-
sicians to catch most intersexuals at the moment of birth.
Almost at once such infants are entered into a program of
hormonal and surgical management so that they can slip
quietly into society as “normal” heterosexnal males or fe-
males. I emphasize that the motive is in no way conspira-
torial. The aims of the policy are genuinely humanitar-
ian, reflecting the wish that people be able to “fit in” both
physically and psychologically. In the medical commu-
nity, however, the assumptions behind that wish — that
there are only two sexes, that heterosexuality alone is
normal, that there is one true model of psychological
health — have gone virtually unexamined.

The word hermaphrodite comes from the Greek names
Hermes, variously known as the messenger of the gods,
the patron of music, the controller of dreams or the pro-
teetor of livestock, and Aphrodite, the goddess of sexual
love and beauty. According to Greek mythology, those two
gods parented Hermaphhroditus, who as age fifteen be-
came half male and half female when his body fused with
his body of a nymph he fell in love with. In some true
hermphrodites the testis and the ovary grow separately
but bilaterally; in others they grow together within the
same organ, forming an ovo-testis. Not infrequently, at
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FARAHG BO MCTHOT Opraf, cdpasysajin jajue-tectac. He
ToAKY perkn, Dapem egHa off roHaguTe GyHEIHORHPA
coces nobpo, TPOHABEYBAJEH HAH KIETKM HA crepsa
M jajue KAeTKH Kako U GYHKRROHAJIHH HHBOA HA
CEXCYATIHH XOPMOHN - AHAPOTeH HAK ecTpored. Hako so
TOOPH]a © MOMKHO eAeH BHCTHHCKH XepMadpoiuT fa crane
H TATHO M MajKa Ha BIHO JeTe, BO MPEKTHKATE COORET-
HHTE OEBKH H DPOROAN HE Ce TaKa ROHQUIVPUPAHN 3a 14
MODKET /14 CE CPETHAT jajiie KIeTKATa H COepPMATa.

HacnopoTd BHCTHHCEHTE XepMadipoauTH, Teeyaoxepna-
(hpOIHTHTE NOCSAYBAAT ABE TOHAIH Of HCT BHJ HAMO-
penHo co soofuyasHroT MamkH (XY) wan sexckn (XX)
XPOMO30MCKH coctas. Ho, HMBHWTE ERCTEPHH MNeHHTAIHH
H CEKYHAADHH NOT0BH KAPAKTEDHCTHEH HE COOJBET-
CTEVEAAT HA HUBHHTE XpoMo3oMi. Taka MepMHTE HMaaT
TECTHCH H XY XPOMO30MH, a CENak THe HeTO TaKa HMaat
BAFHHA B KTHTOPHC, H BO OyGepTETOT YECTOMATH HM ce
pazsnBaart rpady. Cenak, THe He MeHcTpyHpaart. Pepurre
HMAAT jajHIH, 18a X XpoMoIoMH, 4 NOHEKOTAN H MATES,
HO THE HCTO Taka #Maar DapeM AeAyMHO MAMECTREHH
HAJBODENIHHE MEHHTATHH. Bes MequuHacKka HHTepBeH-
OHja Kaj HHE Moxe oa ce pasBujar Gpagn, gaaboxu
IJIACOBH H HEHHCH KAKO K] BOSPAcHH.

Huenpa wknackHKALACKA DIEMA HE MOMKE N3 HApasu
HHIITO DOBEKE OTKOAKY A3 CYVTepHpa DASHOBHAHOCT Ha
CEKCYANIHATa AHATOMI]A CO KOja Cé COOMYyBaMe Bo
KAMHHUKATa npakTHka. Bo 1960 roguHa, Ha npusep,
neajua dpasnyeks Herpamyeaun, lon Tuue (Paul
Guinet) on KauHHKATA 32 eHAOKPHHONOrH}A Bo JIHOR, 1
Hax Hexyp (Jacques Decourt), og Knuunkara sa
enpokprHONorija 8o Iapua, objacHija JeBeeceT i Ocy™
cAYYaH Ha xepMadpoauTHIaAM - Ha JyTe KOH HMAaar i
jajue-KIeTOYHO M TECTHEYJIAPHO TKHBO - [OBTOPHO,
D3AHAYYBAJKH M eJRHCTREHO COTJIAcHO mojapara Ha
HAIBOPEIHH MEHHTAIHH H ODPHAPYXHA nposoad. Bo

least one of the gonads functions quite well, producing
either sperm cells or eggs, as well as functional levels of
the sex hormones - androgens or esrogens. Although in
theory it might be possible for a true hermaphrodite to
become both father and mother to a child, in practice the
appropriate ducts and tubes are not configured so that
eggs and sperm can meet.

In contrast with the true hermaphrodites, the psendo-
hermaphrodites possess two gonads of the same kind
along with the usual male (XY) of female (XX) chromo-
somal makeup. But their external genitalia and second-
ary sex characteristics do not match their chromosomes,
yet they also have a vagina and a ¢clitoris, and at puberty
they often develop breasts. They do not menstruate, how-
ever. Ferms have ovaries, two X chromosomes and some-
times a uterus, but they also have at least partly mascu-
line external genitalia. Withoot medical intervention they
can develop beards, deep voices and adult-size penises.

No classification scheme could more than suggest the va-
riety of sexnal anatomy encountered in clinical practice.
In 1969, for example, two French investigators, Paul
Guinet of the Endocrine Clinic in Lyons and Jacques
Decourt of the Endroerine Clinic in Paris, described
ninety-eight cases of true hermaprhoditism — again, sig-
nifying people with both ovarian and testicular tissue -
solely according to the appearance of the external genita-
lia and the accompanying ducts. In some cases the people
exhibited strongly feminine development. They had sepa-
rate openings for the vagina and the urethera, a cleft vulva
defined by both the large and the small labia, or vaginal

o

s

.
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HEKOH Cy4aH AyTFeTo NpojaByBane HAPAIHTO MEeHCTEEH
paspoj. Tue pmane nocefHH OTBOPH 32 BATHHATA M
VDeTpATa, PACIENeHa BY/IEA OTPAHHYEHA I C0 FOMTEMHTE
H MATHTE YCHH, WIH BATHHATHHATE YCHH, @ Bo nyDepTeToT
THE PaseMBANe TPAIH B O0M4HO 3AN0YHYEATE 713 MeHe-
Tpyupaat. OBHYHO NPEroIesHOT B CERCYRIHO AKTHBEH
KIHTOPHC, KOj NOHEKOrant ko myGepreToT oo 3aKaHyRam
Ad TMpepacHe B0 MEHHE, @ oBWYHo Toa ITo TH TEPATO Aa
fapaaT MEIHINHCKO BHEMAaNHE, [IprmanHunHTe Ha efHa
APYTa TPYIA HCTO TAKA MMANE rPajii, TR0 07 MEeHCTBEH
THI, H MeHCTpyaurja. Ho HHeARTE VeHR G1ae 1e1yMHO
coenHeTH GOpMHDajiH HEKOMIETEH CRpOTYM (MamgHa
#eca). Ganycor (Tyka Kaxo emOPHOOWKN TEDPMHE 32
CTPYETVDATA INTO 38 BPEbe Ha BoobHYAeHHOT pajsaj ce
npeofpazvea MK BO KIHTOPHC HWIH BO NeH#c) ban goar
noMery 1,5 # 2,8 HHYH; THe YPHHHPANE NPEKY YPETP: 1IT0
CE OTBODANA BO HWIH DaH3y BardHATA.

Hajaagecrenara opMa Ha BRCTHECKH XepMaPOIATH HA
koja manune Fuue ® fJexyp - 55 OpOLUSHTH - HMane
nomMaxecteed duzmaky narnen. Kaj tae ayte yperpara
o 1IH HH3 Ganyeor wan Gonay dasrycor, koj Doseke
JTHYH HA MEHHC OTEOIKY HA KAWTopHe. MencTpyannara
KPB HATETYRA EPHONIHYHO BO TEK HA YpHHHpar-eTo. Ho,
H NOKp3a) PenaTHBHO MAUTEXOT H3INe] Ha FENRTATHHTE,
3a EpeMe Ha myfepTeToT ce paseRBaaT rpagd. MomHo e
HEKO] NPHMEPOK DOTOAEM Off AEREeNEceT B OCyM T.H.
BHCTHHCKH XepMaQipoanTH 1a NoHeCe VilTe NornieMH
KOHTPACTH B npeduaeTocTs. loBonso e ia ce kake Jexa
PASTHKHTE ¢ TOIKY pasHoobpasHi [MTO caMo mpexy
HCTPAKYBAYEA XHPYPUIEA ONePaija Mojke 14 ce loaHae
EOH JISTOBH TH HMA H WITO & Ha IITO TPHRIOEHD.

EmfpHonokoTo noTexsa0 Ha xepuadponurate aylfe
JHCHO C8 BENIONYEA BO OHA INTO € MO3HATO 33 MAIKHOT K
WEHCKHOT cexcyaneH passoj. EmGpronckarta ronana
reHepAHO paHo BO Pa3BojoT oabHpa Aa cnend HIH

lips, and at puberty they developed breasts and usually
begin to menstroate, It was the oversize and sexually alert
clitoris, which threatened sometimes at puberty to grow
into a penis, that usually impelled them to seek medical
attention. Members of another groups also had breasts
and a feminine body type, and they menstruated. But their
labia were at least partly fused, forming an incomplete
scrotum. The phallus (here an embryvological term for a
structure that during usual development goes on to form
either a clitoris or a penis) was between 1.5 and 2.8 inches
long; nevertheless, they urinated through a urethra that
opened into or near the vagina.

By far the most frequent form of true hermaphrodite en-
countered by Guinet and Decourt - 55 percent — appeared
to have a more masculine physique. In such people the
urethra runs either through or near the phallus, which
looks more like a penis then a clitoris. Any menstrual
blood exits periedically during urination. But in spite of
the relatively male appearance of the genitalia, breasts
appear at puberty. It is possible that a sample larger than
ninety-eight so-called true hermaphrodites would vield
even more contrasts and subtitles. Suffice it to say that
the varieties are so diverse that it is possible to know which
parts are present and what is attached to what only after

exploratory surgery.

The embryological origins of human hermaphrodites
clearly fit what iz known about male and female sexnal
development. The embryonic gonad generally chooses
early in development to follow either a male or a female




Tdentities J Jpurnal Ffor Pokitics, Gender and Culters, Wol. TIL Moo 1, Summer ZOD&

MAINTKA HAH EHCKA CEKCYANHA NATeKa; cemak, 3a oro-
TECTHCOT, TAKBHOT waGop e 3anneTkad, CnH4Ho, eM-
OpHOHCKHOT (anye HAJ9ecTo JaBPIIYEA KAKD KINTOPHE
MJIH TIEHHC, HO TTOCTOSHETO Ha CPEIHHE COCTA)iH BOOTILITO
He ¢ HaHeHaaysame 3z emBpuonoror. Hero Taka, #Ma B
¥PO-TEHHTATHH HCNATYVEAA B0 eMOPHOHOT Kol 00HYHD
WJIH OCTAHYBAAT OTBOPEHH H CTAHYEAAT BATHHAIHN YCHM
HIH Ceé cnojyBaaT W CTaHyBaaT crkpoTyM. Kaj Hekow
xepMapoaRTH, cenak, HABOPOT OTEOPALE MK 3ATHO-
pame e ambrpanenTen. Hajnocne, cure emOpuonn kaj
HULAYHTE HMAAT CTPYKTVPH IITO MOMAT Jla cTauaT
WEHCKH YTEPYC H jajlleRoAH, KAKO ¥ CTPYETYPH INTO
MOMAT Ja CTAHAT A O MAUIKHOT CHCTEM 38 TPAHCTIOP-
THpalke cnepMa. THIHYHO AeTeHePHPA HAN MAIKHOT
HIIH MEHCKHOT COCTAR HA OBHE NPHMOPAHJANHK MeHM-
TAAHHW OPraHH, 4 CTPYKTYPHTE IITO OCTAHYBAAT ja
ADCTHIHYBAAT HHBHATA NOA0BO-CO0ABETHA HIHRHA. Ka)
xepMadpOARTHTE H ABATA COCTABA OPTAHN CE PASBHBAAT
BO PAZNHYEH CTEIEH.

CamMarta HHTEPCEKCYANIHOCT € cTapa HoenHa. Ha npamep,
xepmahpoIHTHTE YECTONATH C& CPEkapaaT Bo NpHKal-
HETE 38 NOTEKN0TO Ha qoperoT, Cexo] Bubuincks spanen
BEPVEAI Jeka AZaM I 3AanoYHA HHBOTOT KaKD XepMa-
fhpoamT 1 gexa nononEa Gl NoAeAEH Ha OBAjLHA AyTe -
HA MAIIKO H #CHCKD - OTHAKO ja M3ryDun HAKTOHOCTE.
Croopea [1naToR, HEKOraNl oAaMHA WMAZIO TPH 104 -
MATITKH, 7KEHCKH H XepMadpOIHTCRH - HO TPETHOT 100
ce 3aryhI 0O TEROT HA BPEMETO,

H Tanmygor 1 TocedraTa, eapejCkd KHUIM HA 3aKOHOT,
BEJIYUVBAAT ONIIHPHHE TPOTHCH 33 JIVEETO 0O MEHIAH 1o,
Tocedrrara jacno us sabpasysa Ha XepMappOIRTHTE A
ro HACTEOVEAAT HMOTOT HA HHHHHTE TATKOBIH [(Kako o
KEPENTE), HACAMO A4 OCTAHYBAAT cO HeHH (Kako n
CHHOBHTE) inK ja ee Gpuaar (kaxo u mamuTe). Kora
xepMapOIHTHTE MEHCTPYHpaaT THe mopa pa buaar

sexual pathway; for the ovo-testis, however, that choice
ig fudged. Similarly, the embryionic phallus most often
ends up as a clitoris or a penis, but the existence of inter-
mediate states comes as no surprise to the embryvologist.
There are also uro-genital swellings in the embryo that
usually either stay open and become the vaginal labia or
fuse and become a scrotum. In some hermaphrodites,
though, the choice of opening or elosing is ambivalent,
Finally, all mammalian embryos have structures that can
become the female uterus and the fallopian tubes, as well
as structures that can become part of the male sperm-
transport svstem. Typically either the male or the female
set of those primordial genital organs degenerates, and
the remaining structures achieve their sex-appropriate
future, In hermaphrodites both sets of organs develop to
varving degrees.

Intersexuality itself is old news. Hermaphrodites, for in-
stance, are often featured in stories about human origins.
Early biblieal scholars believed that Adam began life as a
hermaphrodite and later divided into two people - a male
and a female — after falling from grace. According to Plato
there once were three sexes — male, female and hermaph-
rodite — but the third sex was lost in time.

Both the Talmud and the Tosefta, the Jewish books of
law, list extensive regulations for people with mixed sex.
The Tosefta expressly forbids hermaphrodites to inherit
their fathers’ estates (like daughters), to seclude them-
selves with women (like sons) or to shave (like men).
When hermaphrodites menstruate they must be isolated
from men (like women); they are disqualified form serv-
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HATHPAHK O MAXHTe (KaK0 W MeHHTE); THE ¢ JQHC-
EBAMHGHEYRAHE M HE MOJKAT A4 CTDEAT KAKO CBEOIH
HAH CBEMITEHHIHN (KAKDO H MEHHTE), HO JAKOHHTE 34
NejepacTHjaTa ce MPHMEHIHEY 33 HHE.

Bo Erpona, KOH Kpajor Ha CpefiHHOT BEK CEB CO3ajie
ofipazen Koj Tpae 1o AeHec: xepMadpoIHTHTE Cp HPHEY-
genu ga HabepaT BOCTAHMOBEHA DOJOBA YIOra H g3 o
gpacar Ao Hea. KasHaTta 3a npectanor decronatH Gina
eMpT. Taka, B0 17-0T BEK, efeH WIKOTCKH xepmadpoanT
KO] MHBEEN KAKC eHa DU EHE 3AKONAH OTKako ja
sabpemMeHHN KEPKATA HA TOCTIONAPOT, rOCIOAAPKATA.

Ja ma ce paspemaT NPAlIAHATA 3a HACAEACTBOTO,
NETHTHMHOCTA, TATKOBCTROTO, HacAeoyBamero Ha
THTYIUTE ¥ NoZ00HOCTA 338 H3BECHH NpodecHH, MOgep-
HHOT AHTICGCAKCOHCKH OPABeH CHCTEM HATACA HORO-
POJIEHYHELATA A8 GHAAT PETHCTPHPAHH WIH KaK0 MAIIKH
waH kako wenckd. Bo Coeauuernte [Ipmasy JeHec
OUPENenyRaETO HA NONOT & PErYAHPAHO O APHABHA
saxoHu. HIHHOHC 0BOEMORXYEA BOSPACHHTE 43 T0 CMEHAT
MOUIOT KOj € 3anHiian BO HIBOA0T 33 pafame AOKOJIEY
MEEaPOT NOTEPAH AEKa HIBPIIKHI COOAEETHA XUPVPIIKS
HHTepeeHnHja. On npyra crpada, Hyjopuikara axanemuja
3a MEJHIIHHA 3a3eMa CcIpoTHEHO cTojanumre. H noxpaj
KHPYDPHIKHTE HIMEHH HA HANBOPEITHHTE MEHHTATHH,
aKAMEMHjATa TEPALIIE BO 1966 JeKa XPOMOIOMCKHOT D0
ocradyea uer. Cnopeq Taa Mepka, #enfara Ha AHYHOCTA
A3 IO COKPHE HEFORHOT HAM HEJIHHHOT npeolHTed noa
HE MOE [a € 0jaKa 0J] JARHHOT HETEPEC 33 3aIITHTA O
H3MAMA.

Bo TEKOT Ha OBA CTOETHE MEIHIHHCEATA Mae/HHIA 10
KOMILTETHPELIE OHA INTO ') Ja00YHA OPARHHOT CEeT -
KoMmneTHo OpHImmene Ha koja  aa e Gopma Ha oTEND-
TBOPEH MOV WITO HE 06 NOTHHHYRA Ha XeTePOCeRCYaTHHOT
ofipasen mamko-mencko. Hpoauuno, nocoduern-
IMHPAHOTO TOSHAHME HA KOMIUIEKCHOCTR Ha CRRCYRTHUTE

ing as witnesses or as priests (like women), but the laws
of pederasty apply to them.

In Europe a pattern emerged by the end of the Middle
Ages that, in a sense, has lasted to the present day: her-
maphrodites were compelled to choose an established
gender role and stick with it, The penalty for transgres-
sion was often death. Thus in 1600s a Scottish hermaph-
rodite living as a woman was buried alive after impreg-
nating his/her master's daughter.

For questions of inheritance, legitimacy, paternity, suc-
cession to title and eligibility for certain professions to be
determined, modern Anglo-Saxon legal systems require
that newborns be registered as either male of female. In
the U5, today sex determination is governed by state laws.
Minois permits adults to change the sex recorded on their
birth certificates should a physician attest to having per-
formed the appropriate surgery. The New York Academy
of Medicine, on the other hand, has taken an opposite
view. In spite of surgical alterations of the external geni-
talia, the academy argued in 1966, the chromosomal sex
remains the same. By that measure, a person’s wish to
conceal his or her original sex cannot outweigh the public
interest in protection against fraud.

During the century the medical community has completed
what the legal would began — the complete erasure of any
form of embodied sex that does not confirm to a male-
female, heterosexual pattern. Ironically, a more sophisti-
cated knowledge of the complexity of sexual systems has
led to the repression of such intricacy.




Identities | Journal for Politics, Gander and Cufture, ¥ol, DI, ®o. 1. Summer 2004

CHOTEMH JOBEIE [0 TOTHCHYEARE Ha TAKBATA CIIOMKEHOCT.
Bo 1937 roauaa, yponoror Xjy X. Jasr (Hugh H. Yoang)
oA ¥HupepanTeToT LIon XomkuHe iviaskyBale eqeH Tom
HacnoseH MeHHTATHE ADHOPMATHOCTH, XepuafiPoIHTH-
J3aM M CIHHHE ajpeHanHl fonectH, KHETATA £ HIROH-
PEMIHA 10 CBOJATA epyARLH]a, HAYMHATA TPOHHKTHBEOCT H
mupounHaTa. Bo nea Janr cobupa #aoBiicTao rpHEiIHES
AOKYMEHTHPAHH MCTOPHHE HA CIVYAH 33 O3 TO A0KAXKE 1
APOYYH MEAHIHHCKHOT TPETMAH HA TAKBUTE HECPEKHR
C/IYYaH NPH parameTo”. JaHT He Jasa Vi 53 JyTeTo Kon
i NPOYMYBa, HUTY TAK ce o0HAYEa Aa MH NPHCHWIA HA
TPETMAH OHHE HHTCPCEKCYRTITH KOM ja OTDpUIHIE TAKBATA
onneja. Toj noxama ¥ HeBoDGHYAEHA HENPHCTPACHOCT
VIATYBAJIKH Ha JYVIeTO KOH HMATe CEKCYANHH A0MHAY-
BAH:A 1 KAKD MasH 5 KEKO HEHH KaKo Ha XepMapomiry
npakTHYapu”.

Enen of NoHHTEpecHHTE CAy4aH Ha Jaur & xepuma-
diponmToT Hapeued EMa koj nopacHan kako meHero. Eaa
MMa M NEHHCOBHAEH KJIHTOPHC B BATHHA, KOH H/MYy
OROIMOKYEAIE 8 HME HODMATEH" XeTepocekcyaneH
CEKC H €O MaKH H co ®eHH. Kaxo TuHejnep Ema nmana
eere co roneM Gpoj AeB0jKH KoM MHOTY ja IPHENCKYBI,
HO Ha JeBeTHACCETIOAMIITHA BO3DACT TAA/ TOj 08 BEHTANA
co Mam. 3a man, Toj H OPYHAN MalKy CeKeYalHo
JAf0B0ACTED (HAKO TO] HEMAN HHKAKBH NONRAKM), H
3aToa 3a BpeMe Ha Opakor ¥ noroa Ema ro apaen/a
AesojkuTe kKako Gouye. Of BpemMe wa BEpeMe HMan/a
AAA0BONHTENEH CEKC CO HHB. JaHT T'0 ONHIIVEA CROjOT
cyBieKT KaKO HAM3INe ,COCeMa 3A00BONEH AYDPH |
cpeken” Bo pasropopor EvMa nospeMeHD My KaKYBAIA 328
HEJ3IMHATS/ HeroBaTa xenba ja DHae Ma, ORWIHOCT 34
KOjd JAHT BETH JeKA & PETATHRHO JIeCHO Ja C& Ipea-
sHEa. Ho oaroeopor Ba Ema 3agasa xepojckd vaap so

IIOAI3E Ha CONCTECHHOT HHTE !

In 1937 the urclogist Hugh H. Young of Johns Hopkins
University published a yolume titled Genital Abnormali-
ties, Hermaphroditism and Related Adrenal Diseases. The
book is remarkable for its erudition, scientific insight and
open-mindedness, In it Young drew together a wealth of
carefully documented case histories to demonstrate and
study the medical treatment of such “accidents of birth.”
Young did not pass judgment on the people who had had
sexual experiences as both men and women as “practic-
ing hermaphrodites.”

One of Young's more interesting cases was a hermaphro-
dite named Emma who had grown up as a female. Emma
had both a penis-size clitoris and a vagina, which made it
possible for him/her to have “normal” heterosexual sex
with both men and women. As a teenager Emma had had
sex with a number of girls to whom s/he was deeply at-
tracted; but at the age of nineteen s/he had married a man.
Unfortunately, he had given Emma little sexual pleasure
{though he had had no complaints), and so throughout
that marriage and subsequent ones Emma had kept girl-
friends on the side. With some frequency s/he had plea-
surable sex with them. Young describes his subject as ap-
pearing “to be quite content and even happy.” In conver-
sation Emma occasionally told him o his/her wish to he a
man, a circumstance Young said would be relatively easy
to bring about. But Emma's veply strikes a heroic blow
for self-interest:
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Caxam aa ja oTerpannm pareHaTa? He anam Gam 3a Toa otH
Taa e MoeTn GoHYe 33 wexpand. Ao IO HaTpasWmm Toa Bi
Tpefanc A4 ro HANMYIITAM MAX0T MR ® ga paloram, saTod
MECTAM JIEKA ¢ OCTAMAM TAKEA KaKBa mTo cym. Masor Mi
LoOpo Me MANPMYBA, H HAKD HEMAM HHESKBH CCRCYLINH
VHHEREBA OO HETO, HMAM MHEOIY 00 MOHTE JSBOjEN,

Jypu B kora Jaur ja wiyMHEEHDALIE HHTEPCEKCYATHOCTA
€O CEBETJHHATA Ha HAYYHMOT DasyM, TOj 3am04Ha co
HEj3HHOTO NOTHCHYBARE, HMeHO, HeToBaTa KHHTA & HETO
TAKA NPCIIHPEHa PACPABA 38 HA]MOZEDHATE XHDYPIUIKHA
H XOPMOHAMHE METOOH 33 MEHYBAMRE HE HHTEPCEKCYAT-
LHTE WIH BO MALIKH HIH BO MeHcxi. Janur moxebn ce
PasNHEVBAT 01 HEFOBHTE CASI0EHHIH 00 Toa WTo G
NOMATEY CYAH]a M KOHTPOIOD HA TAIHEHTHTE M HHBHWTE
CEME]CTEA, HO CENAK TOj TH OBOIMOMCT OCHOBNTE BP3 KOH
CE HATDAJAEHH TEKOBHHTE MPAKTHKHY HA WHTEPREHIH]A.

Hexane 1060 rogHHAa, KOra aHrnHckRTe Jexapn Kpuoro-
dep LI djveper (Christopher J. Dewhurst) u Posang P.
F'oppon (Ronald R. Gordon) ja manmmaa Huillepeex-
CYLAHY HAPYILY S, METHIHHCKHTE H XHDPYPIIKHETE
NPHCTANTH KOH HHTEPCEKCYAIHOCTA ce Aobmrxuja oo
coctojba Ha puruaHa yuHdopmuoct. He ¢ naneua-
IVRAYKH TO4 IITO TOJIKY S4K0PABEHO MHCIERE C8 CTVIH
BO EPATA HA MEHCTEEHATA - MHCTHKA - nocr-Bropara
CHETCKA BOjHA, NPH HANMHBOT BO Npearpajrjata
CTPHKTHATA NofAenta HA CeMEJHUTE YIOTH COT/IacHO
nosoT. Jdexa MENHUHHCKHOT KOHCEHIVE He DU cocem
VHHBEP3AAEH (MK BEPOJATHO HITIENA FUTOH IOBRTOPHG
1A ce pACHAaiHe) MOMe Aa ce cDaTH Ofl PEMHCH XHCTRpHY-
HHOT TOH Ha xkEHraTa Ha Jjveper m Topaon, xoj e Bo
HAPAIHTE HOHTPACT CO MOJAYANTHBOTO PacyAyBame Ha
OCHOBAYKOTO meno Ha Jyr. Pasraeaajre ro HHBHHOT
BOBEMEH OITHMC HA HHTEPCEKCYATHOTO HOBOPOACHYE:

Moxeme camo aa c8 obHIeMe T8 oH To 3JAMUCAHME HaTeeTo
Ha poppTenrHTe, Toa mmo HOROPONEHYETD WMa Aadopaa-

Would you have to remove that vagina? I don't know about that
because that's my meal ticket. If you did that, I would have to
quit my husband and go to work, so I think I'll keep it and stay
a3 I am, My hushand supports me well, and even though [ don't
have any sexual pleasure with him, I do have lots with my girl-
friends.

Yet even as Young was illuminating intersexuality with
the light of scientific reason, he was beginning its sup-
pression. For his book is also an extended treatise on the
most modern surgical and hormonal methods of chang-
ing intersexuals into either males or females. Young may
have differed from his successors in being less judge-
mental and controlling of the patients and their families,
but he nonetheless supplied the foundation on which cur-
rent intervention practices were built.

By 1969, when the English physicians Christopher J.
Dewhurst and Ronald R. Gordon wrote The Intersexual
Disorders, medical and surgical approaches to intersexu-
ality had neared a state of rigid uniformity, It is hardly
surprising that such a hardening of opinion took place in
the era of the feminine mystique — of the post — Second
World War flight to the suburbs and the striet division of
family roles according to sex. That the medical consensus
was not quite universal (or perhaps that it seemed poised
to break apart again) can be gleaned from the near-hys-
terical tone of Dewhurst and Goerdon's book, which con-
trasts markedly with the calm reason of Young's found-
ing work. Consider. their opening description of an inter-
sexual newborn:

One can only attempt to imagine the anguish of the parents.
That a newborn should have a deformity....[affection] so fun-
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UHjA... Koja uHjae” ua roney GyHIEMEHTATHO Npallithe
KAKD WITO & CEMHOT 00 HA JETETO.., € TPArHYEH HECTAH KOj
BENHALL FH ji TPHEHEYBA BHIMJATA HA GeaHaTeRE0 CHKD-
NOITKH HEBKTIOTEHA NHYHOCT GOVASH I #EDeE SacaK0Taln
KaKD CERCYANEH PHK DO CAMOTH]A M HCHPYCTPHPAHGCT.

Mjyeper u Fopaon npegynpeanja nexa Gebeto nasHeTH-
Ha 61 HMANO TAKEA MHIEPHA CYA6HHA AOKOIKY tIyUajoT
fim O HENPOTHCHO MEeHAJHPaH; ,HO, 33 cpexa”,
HAMHINAA THE, ,C0 MPABKIHO MEHATHDARE HITIed0T o
HEM3IMEDPHO NoAobap OTKOMKY WTo 6M MoMene na cu
FAMMIAT EYTPHTE DOARTETH - eMONHOHATHO BIALIEHN
O/ HACTAHOT - MM KO] ¥ [Ia € ApYT ITO He Noceayna
CINEIHjATHO SHAEHE.”

Hayunara norma 6pso ce NpHRIOHE Ha TPETHOCTAREATA
nexa 0e3 MenHUHHCKE rpHsEa xepMadpoguTHTe ce
OCYEHH HAa MHIEPEH HuroT. Kako o 1a e, vMa HeEomKy
EMITHPHCKH CTYIHH KOH OH ja NOAp:#ate Tad NpeTIocTaE-
K4, HO HIBECEH AeM 07l HCTOTO HeTpamysamke cobpano sa
Ja Ce H3rpaad cayuaj BO MOA3a Ha MeqHIHHCKHOT
TPeTMaH o npoTHEpedH. Pperchc BenTon, yIrte enen o
XepMappoIHTHTE NpakTHyapn Ha Jadr, He 6r1 sarpy-
3EeH 38 CROjaTa cocTo)ba, He cakan aa Guae npoMeder, U
yiuBal B0 HBoTOT. HeroTo Moske na ce kame # aa Ema,
ONOPTYHHCTHYKATA AoMakHBka. Tyvpi i djveper w lop-
ACH, HenokonebNHeEH BO TMOraen Ha ICHXOAOLIKOTO
AHAYEH:E HA TPETMAHOT BP3 MHTEDCEECYAALHTE BO
HajpaHa (ada, npudaTiie 1exka MeHVBAIETO Ha H070T"
Kilj MOCTAPH NALHEHTH € MOINHE Yenem#o. THe Haseery-
BAAT 38 [BALCET CNYHaH Ha Aeua DperiacHpHKYBAHN RO
PasfHYeH oA 10 HABOJHO KPHTHIHOTO 0oba of ocym-
HaeceT Mecelii. THe TBP/Iea NeKa CHTE NpeXaacHh RN
Buie ,yomemrHu®, NpaIVEAjKH C& Jaiu NOBTOPHATA
PETHCTpaIHja DH MOKENo Ja ce JJPenopada nocpaeaHo
OTEOAKY wrro Bewe cyrepupato aocera”,

damental an issue as the very sex of the child...is a tragic event
which immediately conjures up visions of a hopeless psycho-
logical misfit doomed to live always as a sexnal freak in lone-
liness and frustration.

Dewhurst and Gordon warmed that such a miserable fate
would, indeed, be a baby's Jot should the case be improp-
erly managed; “but fortunately”, “they wrote, “with cor-
rect management the outlook is infinitely better than the
poor parents — emotionally stunned by the event — or in-
deed anyone without special knowledge could ever imag-
ine.

Seientifie dogma has held fast to the assumption that with-
out medical care hermaphrodites are doomed to a life of
misery. Yet there are few empirical studies to back up that
assumption, and some of the same research gathered to
build a case for medical treatment contradicts it. Francies
Benton, another of Young's practicing hermaphrodites,
“had not worried over his condition, did not wish to be
changed, and was enjoying life.” The same could be said
ol Emma, the opportunistic hausfrau, Even Dewhurst and
Gordon, adamant about the psychological importance of
treating intersexuals at the infant stage, acknowledged
great success in "changing the sex” of older patients. They
reported on twenty cases of children reclassified into a
different sex after the supposedly critical age of eighteen
months, They asserted that all the reclassifications were
“successful,” and they wondered then whether reregist-
ration could be “recommended more readily than [had]
been suggested so far,”
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TpeTMaHOT HA HHTEPCEKCYAAHOCTA BO OBA CTONETHE
obesfeqysa jacen NpHMep 3a OHa mMTO QpPaHUYCKHOT
neropuuap Mumen $yro (Michel Foulcault) ro napexysa
fuomok. 3HaemeTo YHanpegeHo Bo GHoxeMmujarTa,
eMBpHOMOTH}ATA, CHAOKPHHOIOTH]ATA, ICHXOAOTHATA
XUPYPrijaTa HM OBOSMOMEH HA TCKADHTE JA TO KOHTPOAR-
PAAT CaMHOT IO HA M0pexk0BoTo TENo. [TosekexparuiTe
NPOTHEPEYHOCTH HA TOj BHI MOK He NOBHEYBIAT HA
IPHAJIHED pastieaysame. On enHa cTpaia, MeIHiMH-
CKOTO  MEHAUMPARE" HA HHTEPOEKCYATHOCTA C2 DASEH BO
cexoj caydaj kaxo ofuj ga ce ocaoboxar AyreTo og
nepUHITHpaHaTa neuxonomea Gonka (Hako e HejacHo
pamd Donxata ¢ Ha DAIHEHTOT, HA POJHTEINTE, HIH Ha
negapuTe). A axo ja npudaTHMe NpETNOCTARKATA JEKA
BO e/[Ha I0A0BD TOAETEHA KYTITYDA JYPeTo MOMKaT I3 TH
OCTBAPAT CROMTE HAjTOIEMM NOTEHIH]AAH 34 cpeia H
NPOAVETHEHOCT CaMO AKO THE Ce CHTYDHM JleKa THe
npHnArAaaT HA eNeH O CAMO ABATA TPMAIHACHH T07a,
MOLEPHATA MeAHIHHA HIa KpajHO yenemHa.

Op apyra eTpaHa, HCTHTE MEAHIHHCEHR JOCTHTHYBALA
MOACAT 714 C¢ HCUHTYBAAT HE KAKO Nporpec TYKY Kago
MOIYE Ha AHCHHIMHA. XepMapoauTHTe HMaaT Hemo-
kapau Tena. Tre ve noTnaraar npupoaHEo o] GuHapHaTH
EnacHpuEALH]A; CAMO XHPYPLIKATA JRORHIA 38 YeRIH
Mo#e fa ri cMecTs Tamy. Ho sowrmo aue 61 Tpebano na
eMe JATPHMEHN AKO HeKoja JweHa”, ZedhHHHDAHA KAKD
HEKO] IHTO HMa A0jKH, BACHHA, MATKA W jajHHIE U KOj
MEHCTPYHPE, HCTO TAKA HMA H JOBOSTHO FOJIEM KNHTOPHE
J1a MEHETPHPA BO BAIMHATA Ha HEKOJa APYTa HeHa? 301mo
Gn Tpefano ga cMe JATPHMEHM aKo HMa Jyre 4Yuja
GHOMOWKA ONpeMa HM OBOIMOKYER A4 HMAAT CERC
LJIDHPOAHO"H 00 MaEH ¥ co #eHn? OAroBopHTE 08 YHHH
fecaT RO KyATYpHara morpeba ga ce aauyBaar jacHu
JMETHHEINHE nomely mogosuTe, OMIUTECTEOTO HAMET-
HYEA KOHTPOIA HA HHTEPCSKCYVATHATE TEA 3aTO4 [HIT0 THE
ja moMaTYBaaT M ODpEMOCTYBAAT ronemara mojgenba. Ce

.

The treatment of intersexuality in this century provides a
clear example of what the French historian Michel
Fouleault has called biopower. The knowledge developed
in biochemistry, embrvology, endocrinology, psychology
and surgery has enabled physicians to control the very
sex of the human body. The multiple contradictions in
that kind of power call for some scrutiny. On the one haned,
the medical “management” of intersexuality certainly de-
veloped as part of an attempt to free people from per-
ceived psychological pain (though whether the pain was
the patient's, the parent’s of the psychician's is unclear).
And if one accepts the assumption that in a sex-devided
culture people can realize their greatest potential for hap-
piness and productivity only if they are sure they belong
toone of only two acknowledged sexes, modern medicine
has been extremely successful.

Om the other hand, the same medical accomplishments
can be read not as progress but as a mode of discipline.
Hermaphrodites have untruly bodies. They do not fall
naturally into a binary classification; only a surgieal shoe-
horn ean put them there. But why should we care if a
“woman," defined as one who has breasts, a vagina, a
uterus and ovaries and who menstruates, also has a clito-
ris large enough to penetrate the vagina of another
woman? Why should we care if there are people whose
bielogical equipment enables them to have sex "naturally”
with both men and women? The answers seem tolieina
cultural need to maintain the control of intersexual bod-
ies because they blur and bridge the great divide. Inas-
much as hermaphrodites literally embody both sexes, they
challenge traditional beliefs about sexual difference: they
possess the irritating ability to live sometimes as one sex
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nogexa xepsmadpoanTire GYKBATHO TH OTENOTEOPYHAAT
obaTa mona, THE T'H CTABAAT M0j] NPAMAKRE TPAIHIHO-
HANHHUTE BEpPYBAhd 34 NOJIOBATA PA3NMKa; THe ja
MOCEAYBAAT HPHTHPAYMKATA COOCOOHOCT A HWREaT
NOHEKOTALT KAaK0 EIeH Mo, 8 NOHEKOTADl KaKo JPYT, o
THE M0 AOBHKYBAAT CEHHINTETO HA XOMOCERCYATHOCTA.

Ho, mrro ako Hemrrarta Hea cocem nouHaksn? [Tpercranere
CH €1eH CBET BO K0j HCTOTO 3HACHE WITO I OBOIMOOKH HA
MOJAMUMHATA 14 MHTEPBEHHPA BC MCHAUNPARETO HA
HHTEPCEKCYATHHTE MAIMEHTH HM Dellle cTaBeH Ha yeiryTa
Ha oBeKEKpATHHTE cekcyannocT, [lpeTerasere ol leka
MOADBHTE CB MYATHONHIHpPATIe HAAMHHYBAJKH TH
FPAHHITHTE 1T TEKOBHO MOKEME 14 CH [H NPeTCTaknme.
Toa Gu Tpebano ga OHJE eAEH CBET HA CIIOAEIEHA MOK.
[ManMesToT |1 AEKAPOT, POAHTEROT H ASTET0, MAITKOTO H
WEHCKOTO, XETEPOCEKCYATENOT B XOMOCEKCY AT - CHTE
THE COPOTHEHOCTH, a B ApyrH Ou Tpefano fa WevessHaT
KaKo HABOPH Ha nojienba. By ce jaBNIa HOBA €THEA HA
MEAHIMHCKHOT TPETMAH, TAKBA TO OBOIMOMKYEL
aMBHTEMTET BO EAHA KVATYPA IMTO jA HAZMUHAIA
cexcyannarta nonenta. [nasHaTa MHCHjE Ha MeRMIHH-
ckHoT TperMan O Ouaa ga ro savyea mHBOTOT, Taka
xepmappomrTiTe OH Gie TPEOKVIHPAHN TPBEHCTHEND
HE 60 TOA JANH e MORAT 18 0 coobPazaT Ha ONUITeCTETO
TYEY €O TOA AATH THE MOKAT NOTEHUMJATHED O3 passHjar
coetnii ONACHH N0 AKHBOT - XEPHHH, NOHANHK TYMODH,
HEVPAMHOTEAHECOT HA CONHTE NPHYHHETA 07 Hed YR ELN-
OHMPAHE HA AUVIEETHTE - KOH MOHEKOTan 1o IpHAPYY-
BAAT paszBojoT HA XepMadgpoauTHTe. Bo mojor maeanch
CRET MEAHUHHCKATA HHTEPBEHITH]A 33 HHTEPCLKCVAIHTE
PETKOD Ke Ce CAyYyRa npej| 18 HMa OnpasJall pasioan;
NOCIEN0BATEMHHOT TpeTMad On (i1 KoonepaTHEeH
noTdatT NOMETY JAeKapoT, NANHERTOT H APYTHTE COBET-
HHIH TPeHHPAHH R0 DOACTHTE Ha PONOBHOT MYATH-
TUTHI{HTET.

and sometimes the other, and they raise the specter of
homosexuality.

But what if things were altogether different? Imagine a
warld in which the same knowledge that has enabled
medicine to intervene in the management of intersexual
patients has been placed at the service of multiple sexu-
alities, Imagine that the sexes have multiplied beyond
currently imaginable limits. Tt would have to be a world
of shared powers. Patients and physician, parent and
child, male and female, heterosexual and hamosexnal -
all those oppositions and others would have to be dis-
solved as sources of division. A new ethic of medical treat-
ment would arise, one that would permit ambiguity in a
culture that had overcome sexual division. The central
mission of medical treatment would be to preserve life.
Thus hermaphrodites would be concerned primarily not
about whether they can conform to societv but about
whether they might develop potentially life-threatening
conditions — hernias, gonadal tumors, salt imbalance
caused by adrenal malfunction - that sometimes aceom-
pany hermaphrodites development. In my ideal would
medical intervention for intersexuals would take place
only rarely before the age of reason; subsequent treatment
witld be a cooperative venture between physician, pa-
tient and other advisers trained in issues of gender multi-
plicity.




.

Amne Fausto-Sterling  The Fiue Smoes

He npeTeHAHPAM HA TOA KA OPEMHHOT KOH MOjaTa
yronuja ke Ouae pameomeped. [lonor, oypu u ox
DOMEMHO HOPMATHHOT  XETEPOCEKEVAIEH BIYL, POR0J-
WYBA 74 NPHYHHYBA HEHCKAMIHEH TerobHOCTH BO
Jamaanoro onerecteo. Ce pasbupa Zeka KyATYPATA KOja
nonpea Tpeba na ce COpaBRM - PEANTHOIHO &, BO HEKOH
JApEAEH H IPABHO - CO JPEBHATA M PENATHBHD HEKOMILTH-
LUHPEHA PEATHOCT HA XOMOCEKCYATHATA ByH0E Hema Opao
na ja npudaTh HAETEpcekcyannocTa, HecoMueHo, qocera
HajnpodneMaTHaHa apena G GHN0 OArMEAYBARETO HA
neuara. Pogurenure, bapem of Buxrtopujadckata epa
HABAMY, Ce pa3ApAIHYBAR, HANATH JAYPH A0 CTENEH HA
OOTOOAHD OAPeKYBalke, BO OQHOC HA QAKTOT AEKE
HHBHWTE Je1a CE CRKCYVATHH CYINTECTRE.,

CeTo OBa H YHITE MHOTY IITO 0DJACHYBA S0IITO MHTEp-
CEKCYATTHHTE Aela GHie reHepaTHO NPHHYICHH BO £1HA
O/l IRETE BUAEJAYEH NOMOBH kareropus. Ho, won 6u
GILne OICHXOIOINKHTE MOCTEHIE 0 TPHCTANYBaBEeTo Ha
ANTEPHATHBHHOT MAT - OATAEAYVEARE HA JEUaTd Kako
OABAKHN MHTEpCeeRcYATUH? Hasuaym, Takeuor odpar
parneia Henoarer co onacHoet. Ha npumep, wrro Gu sy
Ce CTYIHI0 HA HHTEPCERCYATHOTO JMeTe Cpeile HEYMOomH-
BATA CEHPENOCT HA MEOACKHOT Apop? Kora ke nojne
BPEME 38 TYIEHPAHE HA 9aCc0T N0 GHINYKD, KAKEM VIKACH
H DOHHAVBARA OH ro Sexane HHTepPCeKCYATenoT OTKAKD
HErDBaTa,/HEjaHHATA AHATOMH]a Ke Ce NOKAMe BO CeTa
HEjaHHa HeTpaAHIHOHAMHA cnasa? Bo koj knac ke ce
perncTpHpa Toj/Taa? Koja bama ke ja xoprern? H xaxo,
10 TABOJANTE, MAMA H TATO ke §1/ My IOMOTHAT Oa 1o Hajae
HATOT NPEKY MEHCKOTO NoAe Ha mybepreTor?

Bo naMuaHATHTE TPHECET MOJAHHHE OBHE OMpallarkha Bea
HIHOPHDAHH, DH1ejkH HayYHATA 3aeiHHNA co 3abene-
WMHTENHA eAHOTIACHOCT To H30erHyBame pasrnelysa-
HETO HA ANTEPHATHBHHOT NAT HA HenmonpedYeHara
HHTepeekcyannocTd. Ho, MOJepHHTE HCTpaXyEaAYH

[ do not pretend that the transition to my utopia would
be smooth, Sex, even the supposedly “normal,” hetero-
sexual kind, continues to canse untold anxieties in West-
ern society. And certainly a culture that has vet to come
to grips — religiously and, in some states, legally — with
the ancient and relatively uncomplicated reality of homo-
sexual love will not readily embrace intersexuality. No
doubt the most troublesome arena by far would be the
rearing of children. Parents, at least since the Victorian
era, have fretted, sometimes to the point of outright de-
nial, over the fact that their children are sexual beings.

All that and more amply explains why intersexual chil-
dren are generally squeezed into one of the two prevail-
ing sexual categories. But what would be the psychologi-
cal consequences of taking the alternative road - raising
children as unabashed intersexuals? On the surface that
tack seems franght with peril. What, for example, would
happen to the intersexual child amid the unrelenting cru-
elty of the school vard? When the time came to shower in
gym class, that horrors and humiliations would await the
intersexual as his/her anatomy was displayed in all its
nontraditional glory? What bathroom would s/he use?
And how on earth would Mom and Dad help shepherd
him/her through the mine field of puberty?

In the past thirty years those questions have been ignored,
as the scientific community has, with remarkable unanim-
ity, avoided contemplating the alternative route of una-
nimity, avoided contemplating the alternative route of
unimpeded intersexuality. But modern investigators tend
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HACTO]YVEAAT A mpeHebperHaT eged CyNCTAHIHJaMeH
KODIIVC HCTOPHM HA Cydaj, DOBeKETO off HUE cobHpann
nomely 1930 H 1960 rogHHa, Tpej Ja 38MarT 3aMas
XHPYPIIEHTE HHTepBeHIHE. Pewnen Ges nexnyqok, osne
HARCIITAR OMHIUYBAAT AE0a KOH HApacHane 3Haejin aexa
Ce HHTEPCEKCYANIH (HaKD TOA He 0 perIaMupane) H Kol
ce npucnocobHIe Ha HABHHOT HeBooDHYAeH cTaTye,
Heron o cryamuTe oo GOrat co [JeTaiH = oo OIHCH A0
TYIMpake Ha GRaTko (Koe ToBeKeTo HHTEPCEKCYATIH
ro nabernysane Ges HHIOUAEHTH); BO CEKOj coy4a), BO
rPyOaTa HeMa NCHXOTHYAD WA caMoybiHeTso,

Cenak, HHJAHCHTE HA COUHJATHIATN]A Ka] HHTEPCEKCYaN-
HTE NOBHKYEAAT Ha VIITE D0COMHCTHOHPAHM AHATHIN.
JacHo, npen aa Ouae OcTRApEHH# MOjaTd BHAMjA 34
NOAOBHOT MYJATHILIHIHTET, IPERTE OTBOPEHO HHTED-
CEKCYVAHH Je1a 1 HHBHHTE poauTean ke Tpeba aa Gunar
xpabpH NHOHEPH KOH K& 1O NOSHECAT HAJNONEMHOT TORAD
Ha pacreuknTe Goaky Ha onurrecTeoTo. Ho, Ra aonra
NaTexa - Hako MoxeGH 3a Toa ke Tpeba Ja moMHHAT
reHepalHy - HarpagaTa Moe 1a GHOe ONIITecTRO BO KOS
CEKCYATTHOCTA € HelTo o Tpeba ga ce caasH sapagn
HEj3HHATA CYNTHAHOCT, A HE HEeWTo o wWTo Tpeda Aa ce
ILTALINME WK mTo Tpeba aa ro HeMenaMe.

[Tperon on asranck jazui: Hapro Tpajanocrn

benewne

; Mproagane #a Buroscara napruja po CAJ so speseTo ua
FpafaHcraTa BOjHA, KOja Ce RACTATYEANA 38 MOAHTHYEA
fhinoaodija HA HANPEAOK H OHITECTBENH PedopMHy U 3a
JAIITHTA HE TparaHcKHTe cnofomn.

to overlook a substantial body of case histories, most of
them compiled between 1930 and 1960, before surgical
interventions became rampant. Almost without exception,
those reports desceribe children who grew up knowing they
were intersexual (through they did not advertise it} and
adjusted to their unusual status. Some of the studies are
richly detailed — described at the level of gym-class show-
ering {which most intersexuals avoided without incident);
in any event, there is not a psychotic or a suicide in the
lot.

Still, the nuances of socialization among intersexuals cry
out for more sophisticated analysis. Clearly, before my
vision of sexual multiplicity can be realized, the first
openly intersexual children and their parents will have to
be brave pioneers who will bear the brunt of society's
growing pain. But in the long view — though it could take
generations to achieve — the prize might be a society in
which sexuality is something to be celebrated for it subtle-
ties and not something to be feared or ridiculed.

Motes

! Member of the Whig political party, which supported a politi-
cal philosophy of progress and social changes and protected
the civil liberties,




