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MerTe nona, noBTOpHO*
Crepnuur

BapueteTuTe Ha nonoT e ru
TECTHPaAT MeWUMHCHKNTE
BPELHOCTH W ONWTECTBEHMUTE
HOpMM

Orrkaxo Yepun Yeje (Cheryl Chase) sacTana Ha 4eno Ha
MOJTHATA CATIA 3a COCTAHOIH BO XorenoT [HepaTon Bo boe-
TOH, HEPEOIHOTO KAlLTAMLe ji HANPaEH TeH3HjaTa 9yjHa.
Yejc, aKTHBHCTEA 34 MHTEPCEKCYAMHH Tpasa Deme
noxaHeTa fa ce ofpaTH Ha majekara cpenba so 2000
roanaa, Ha Lawson Wilkins Pediatric Endocrine Society
(LWPES), najronemaTa opranssanuja 8o Coeanerine
Jlp#asn Ha COENHJATMCTH 33 AETCKH XopmoHH. Hejan-
HHOT rosop Tpebame na Guie roremoTo GpuHATe Ha
YETHPHYRCOBHHOT CHMIOSHYM 32 TPETMAHOT HA TeHHTAN-
HHOT AMOHIBHTET Kij HOBOpOAEHYHHaTa, DelHma
POJEHH CO MELTABMHA OJ1 MANIKA ¥ HeHCKA AHATOMH]A,
FUTH PEMHTATHE [IT0 HATJEJa ce PALTHKYBAAT 0 HHBHHOT
xpomosomMckl nos. Temara He Deme BOOMIIITO HOBA 34
cofpaHHTE NEKAPH.

Cenak, nojarara Ha Yejc npeq rpynata Geme Hepoobin-
yaeda. [lpen TpH H NOA rogHHH, AMEpHEaHCKaTa
AKATEMH]A HA NEINjAaTPH ro oty HejauHoTo Dapaise [a
AO0HE NPUJIHER 53 FH NPe3eHTHPA CTOJATHINTATA Ha
NALNHENTHTE 33 TPETMAHOT HA TEHATATHHOT aMEHrBHTeT,
oTdpnajix ja Yejc ¥ HEJAHHHTE NOLAPKYBAYH KAKO

* CraTHjaTa e 38 npenart objapera 5o
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The Varieties of Sex Will
Test Medical Values
and Social Norms

As Cheryl Chase stepped to the front of the packed meet-
ing room in the Sheraton Boston Hotel, nervous coughs
made the tension audible. Chase, an activist for intersexual
rights, had been invited to address the May zoo0 meet-
ing of the Lawson Wilkins Pediatric Endocrine Society
(LWPES), the largest organization in the United States
for specialists in children’s hormones. Her talk would be
the grand finale to four-hour svmposium on the treatment
of genital ambiguity in newborns, of both male and fe-
male anatomy, or genitals that appear to differ from the
chromosomal sex. The topic was hardly a novel one to
the assembled physicians.

Yet Chase's appearance before the group was remarkable.
Three and a half years earlier, the American Academy of
Pediatrics had refused her request for a chance to
presedent the patient’s viewpoint on the treatment of geni-
tal ambiguity, dismissing Chase and her supporters as
“zealots.” About two dozen intersex people had responded

* First published in The Sciences, July/August 2000.
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Lhararnau”. Oxkoay QB¢ AVIHHE HHTEPCEKCYANIH
GATOBROPHjA co cozfaBame wHB WTHT. Hutepeexe
aapyaennero Ha Cesepra Amepuka (The Intersex Soci-
ety of North America - ISNA) uagaje oyp H CODMIITERHE:
AepMadpOIRTHTE HHINAHAT BEPS AOKTOPHTE 3a qeua”,

Toa gobpo My A0jAE HA MOETO YIHYHO-AKTHEHCTHYKD
cpie 04 1960-THTe. Ha KpaTkH naTexy,  Kaxas Ha Yeje
TOTAIL, OrPaIyBameTo ke ri pazbecsn mytero. Ho Ha kpaj,
ja YBEpYBAR, BPATHTE IUTO C@ CETAa 3ATBOPEHH KE Ce
orsopar. Cera, xora Yejc nouna ga umM ce obpaka Ha
NEKAPHTE HA HHBHATA KOHBEHIHjA, TO& NPEABMIYVBAE
ce obreranveawe. Hejanunor rosop, Jlonos amGured-
TET: OPHCTAN COCPENOTOMEH B3 nanuedTor”, Heme
DAMEPEHA KPUTHEA HA PEYHCH YHHBED3IATHATA IPAKTHEA
HA MaBeayRathe Gpal, JKOPEKTHEHH" XHPYPIIKH 3adaTh
HA wajanHrne Gebiika KoM IITO CeR0ja MIHHA Ce paraar
co gpocMHCTenH readTantH. Camara Yejo mueee co
NOCHegHIIHTE O TAKOR xupypumxx 3adar. Cenar,
HejauHaTa myfIHKa, CAMHTE eHA0OKPHHONOSH H XHPYPSH
kou Heje ri oDBHHE J1EKA PearHpaar co XEpyPmky sadar
# cpaM”, ja OpHMH o nounT. Yrre nonesoofndacHo,
HNoReke 0/l FTOROPHHITHTE INTO B IPeTXOAea HA CecHjara
BeKe roBopea 3a notpebara 3a oTdpaamke HA TEKOBHHTE
NPAKTHEN B0 MOA348 Ha TPeTMan# Kou ke GHAaT nococpe-
AOTOYEHH BP3 NCHXOIOUIKG COBETYBAIbE,

IlITo AoBEAE 00 TAKOE APAMATHYEH NPECcapT Ha cyabuHa-
ta? Cexaxo, rosopor Ha Yejc va LWPES cuMnoauyMor
Beme oafpaHa Ha HEJaHHOTO NOCTOjaHo Dapame BHHMA-
HHE 33 HejanHaTa kayaa. Ho, nokanara 1o Hea fa 360pysi
HeTO Taka Heule BOAOJENHHIA BO PACOPABATA UITO C¢
OABHBANIE 33 TOA KAKO J1a €& TPeTHpaaT AELUaTa co
ABOCMHCAEHH MEHHTATHH. A Taa pacnpaga, IaK, € camMo
BpE Ha GHOKYJITYPHATA CAHTA - POAOBATA CHHTA - WTO
OpooJEEYBa A4 ja DpaHyEa KAKO MeAMUHHATA Taka M
HAINATA NTOLIHPOKA KYITVPa.

by throwing up a picket line. The Intersex Society of North
America (ISNA) even issued a press release: "Hermaph-
rodites Target Kiddie Docs.”

It had done my 19605 street-activist heart good. In the
short run, [ said to Chase at the time, the picketing would
make people angry. But eventuaally, I assured her, the
doors then closed would open. Now, as Chase began to
address the physicians at their own convention, the pre-
diction was coming true. Her talk, titled “Sexual Ambigu-
ity: The Patient-Centered Approach,” was a measured cri-
tique of the near-universal practice of performing imme-
diate, “corrective” surgery on thousands of infants born
each year with ambiguous genitalia. Chase herself lives
with the consequences of such surgery. Yet her audience,
the very endocrinologist and surgeons Chase was accus-
ing of reacting with “surgery and shame," received her
with respect. Even more remarkably, many of the speak-
ers who preceded her at the session had already spoken
of the need to scrap current practices in favor of treals
ments more centers on psychological counseling.

What led to such a dramatic reversal of fortune? Certainly,
Chase's talk at the LWPES symposium was a vindication
of her persistence in seeking attention for her cause. Bl
her invitation to speak was also a watershed in the evaly
ing discussion about how to treat children with ambigu-
ous genitalia. And that discussion, in turn, in the tip of 8
biocultural iceberg — the gender iceberg ~ that continues
to rock both medicine and our culture at large.
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Hezje ro HANPABH CBOETO MPBO HANHOHATHO MOJARYBAHE
0 1993 rOAHHA, HA CAMHTE OBHE CTPAHHIM, HAjapyRajkn
‘o thopMmupaseto Ha ISNA BO g1HO AIWCMO 1ITO OATORA-
[MIIE HA ecejoT ITO Mo HanHmae 3a HaykHTe, HACI0EeH
Jerre nona® (mapr/anpua 1993). Bo Toj sannc, jac
rEpAEE JeKa JROMGIOBHOT CHOeTeM npHdaTed Bo HALLETO
OMIUTECTHO HE & AJEKBATeH 33 omdakare HA LENoKVH-
HHOT COEKTAP HA YOBEKOBATA NoyiosocT. Ha neroso mecra,
MpeiNoXHE cHCTeM o, neT noaa. IToxpaj MalIkHoT B
FEHCKHOT [10J1, JaC IH RICTYYHE  XepMATE" [ HMEHYBAHH N0
BHCTHHCKHTE XepMadpoauTH, JyTeTo POASHH H 00 Tee-
THC H CO JAJHHEK); MepMu”(Mamxy ncepjoxepma-
(hpoonTH, KOM ce POJIEHH CO TECTHCH H HEKOH ACHEKTH
HA #EHCKH FeHHTANHE); 1 pepyi” (MeHCKH NCeRao-
xepmathpoaHTH, KOH HMaaT JajHuuH KoMBHHHPAHH C0
HEKOH ACTIEKTH HAa MAIIKH TeHATATHH).

Hman wamepa aa GujaM NMpOROKATHEHA HO, HCTO TakKa,
MHINYBAR MOLIHE HponHyHe, OrTamy, Ges naneHanena o
rofleMHHATA HA COOPOT WITO TO NOTTHEHA CTATHjaTA,
JecHHuapekuTe XpHeTHjasy Hea cKanAATHANPatH, H ja
nogpaaa Mojata wiaeja aa ner nosa co YeTspraTa CBETCKA
koHdepeHiHja Ha KeHHTe, cnor3opupasa oa Obeanne-
taTe Hann n oaapsana 8o [TeKuHr BO CeNTEMBRR 19595
roguea. Herospesmeno, cTaTHjaTa ' BOOAYILEBH OHHE
JIPYTHTE KOH CE YYBCTEYB&d OTPEHHMEHH O] TEKOBHHOT
MOI0E H POJOE CHCTEM,

Jacuo Hewte Jexa HeNHAR BO HEPBOT, PakToT AeKa TOAKY
MHOTY JIyTe Moea Aa DHAaT pasgpasHers of Mojor
MPEeAI0T Ja ¢8 TPepaboTH HAIKOT NOJOB 1 POJLOE CHETEM
CYTepHpale JeKa TPOMeHATA - KAKO H OTTIOPOT KOH Hea -
MOME Ja € HAa NoBHA0K. HapucTuHa, MHOTY HEWTs ¢
MPOMEHH]A 01 1003 roamHa, o 1 Caxana A MHCIAM AeKa
MOjaTa craTHja Gelne anayaen CTHMYIL. bowenM o HUKAIE,
HHTEPCEKCYANIIIUTE C8 MATEPHJATHIHDAAT NPeL CaMuTE
mamu oun. Hero kaxo Yeje, MHOrVMHHEA CTAHAS [I0JH-
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Chase made her first national appearance in 1993, in these
very pages, announcing the formation of ISNA in a letter
responding to an essay I had written for The Sciences,
titled “The Five Sexes” [March/April 1993]. In that ar-
ticle T argued that the two-sex system embedded in our
society is not adequate to encompass the full spectrum of
human sexuoality. In its place, I suggested a five-sex sys-
tem. In addition to males and females, | incloded “herms”
{named after true hermaphrodites, people born with both
testis and an ovary); “merms” {male pseudoherma-
phrodites, who are born with testes and some aspect of
female genitalia); and "ferms” (female pseudoherma-
phrodites, who have ovaries combined with some aspect
of male genitalia).

I had intended to be provocative, but I had also written
with tongue firmly in cheek. So 1 was surprised by the ex-
tent of the controversy the article unleashed. Right-wing
Christians were ontraged, and connected my idea of five
sexes with the United Nations-sponsored Fourth World
Conference on Women, held in Beijing in September 1995.
At the same time, the article delighted others who felt con-
strained by the current sex and gender system.

Clearly, I had struck a nerve. The fact that so many people
get riled up by my proposal to revamp our sex and gender
system suggested that change - as well as resistance Lo it
— might be in the offing. Indeed, a lot has changed since
1993, and I like to think that my article was an important
stimulus. As if from nowhere, intersexuals are material-
izing before our verv eves, Like Chase, many have become
political organizers, who lobby physicians and politicians
to change current treatment practices. But more gener-
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THYKH OPraHU3aTopH, KoM nobupaar nexapure
TMOAMTHYADHTE fA A CMEHAT TEKOBRHHTE NPAKTHEH Ha
TpeTHpaie. Ho, NoonuTo refano, I He & # NTOMATKY
OpPOBOKATHEHD, TPAHHITHTE 1ITO 10 HATETYBAAT MAILIKOTO
O/ MEHCKOTD € HOTE KO A8 oo AehHHNpEaAT O] KOTa U 4 €.

Hexou cMeTaaT Jeka TEKOBHHTE NpoMeny ce ataboro
BOIHEMHpYBaykH. JIPYrHTe I'H CMETaaT 3a ocnobomy-
BATKH.

Koj e vaTepeercyanell - i KOJIKY MHOTY HHTEDCERCYATIH
uma? [MoHMOT Ha HHTEPCEKCYANHOCTA € BKOPEHET BO

CAMHTE HIEH Ha MAIIKOD B eHcko. Bo mpeannsnpannor,
ILMATOHCKH, GHONOWEKN CBET, AYTETO C2 NOAETEHN HA B4
THIA COBpIneHo AuMopdnn euas. Masure amaar X n 'Y
XPOMOZOMH, TECTHCH, NEHNC H CETA COOJBETHA BHA-
TPEUTHA HHCTAMATIN]E 32 HCTTYIITALE YPHEA H CIIEPMa KoK
HaJBOpeIHHOT cher. HeTo Taka, THe MMaat gobpo
NMO3IHATH CEKYHIADHH NO/I0BH KADAKTEPHCTHEH, BITYMY-
BajEH MyCKyJIecTa rpaaba M BAaKHA HA aMuero. Hexnre
HMaar gea X XpomMoaomMa, jajHHIH, ceTa BHATPelLIHA
HMHCTANALH]A 33 TPAHCOOPTHPAlE HA YPHHATA H jajoe
EJIETKHTE KOH HAOBOPENIHHCT CBET, CHCTEM 38 MOLAPIIKA

Ha GpeMeHocTa H PETATHHOT PaiBoj, Kako H MHOTY APYTH
OPEnCIHATAHBH CEKYHIADHHE NOIOBH KaPAKTEPHCTHEH,

Opaa HOSANHAHPAHA PHEAIHA MACKHPA MHOTY O4H-
PIEJIHH TPEAYIPEAYVEAL: HEKOH MeHH HMaAT RIAKHA HA
JHIIETO, HEKOH MAKH HEMA3AT Hu; HEKOH @eHH 300pyBaaT
C0 A7a00KH TTTACORH, HEKOH MEXH C0 H3DAZHTO NHCKAEN.
MNomanky nosnat JaxT e Jexa, N0 TEMENHA NMPOBEPKA,
ANCOAYTHHOT AMMopdHaam ce pacnala JypH H HA HABO
Ha enHocTanHa BHoTorHja. XpoMOoIOMHTE, XOPMOHHTE,
BHATPEIIHHTE NMOM0OBH CTPYKTYDH, TOHAZHTE H HAABO-
PEITHHTE FEHHTATHN - CHTE THE BAPHPAAT MHOTY NOBEke
OTEIKY WITO YEHAVEAAT HajrosemuoT Gpoj nyre. Tue wto
ce paraaT BOH IUIATOHCKaTa AumopdHa upunua ce
HAPEMEHH HHTePCEKCYATIH.

ally, though perhaps no less provocatively, the boundaries
separating masculine and feminine seem harder then ever
to define.

Some find the changes under way deeply disturbing. Oth-
ers find them liberating.

Who is an intersexual = and how many intersexuals are
there? The concept of intersexuality is rooted in the very
ideas of male and female. In the idealized, Platonic, hio-
logical world, human beings are divided into two kinds; a
perfectly dimorphic species. Males have an X and a ¥ chro-
mosome, testes, a penis and all of the appropriate inters
nal plumbing for delivering urine and semen to the out-
side world, They also have well-known secondary sexual
characteristics, including a muscular build and facial hair,
Women have two X chromosomes, ovaries, all of the in-
ternal plumbing to transport urine and ova to the cutside
world, a system to support pregnancy and fetal develop-
ment, as well as a variety of recognizable secondary sexual
characteristics.

That idealized story papers over many obvious caveats:
some women have facial hair, some men have none; some
women speak with deep voices, some men veritably
squeak. Less well known is the fact that, on close inspee-
tion, absolute dimorphism disintegrates even at the level
of basic biology. Chromosomes, hormones, the internal
sex structures, the gonads and the external genitalia all
vary more than most people realize. Those born outside
of the Platonie dimorphic mold are called intersexuals,
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Bo Jlerre nosa" HABECTHE 38 MPONEHKATE HA eAeH
HCHEDIOD, CKCNEPT 34 TRETMAHOT HA HHTEPOCKCYANIHTE,
CYTepHRPAjRN JeKa OKOMY 4 HPOUEHTH O]l CHTE JKHBO-
popenu ce MHTepcexcyanuy. Toram, saegHo oo enHa
IPYTIA CTYIEHTH 0/ YHHEEDIHTETOT Bpayn, nousas 1 ja
COPOBEAYEAM MPBRATA CHCTEMCKA NPOLEHKA Ha pacmno-
NOWAHBATE NOJATOLH 34 CTANKATA Ha parame Ha
HHTEPCEKCYRANATE, Ja NpoYellnasMe MeIHIHHCKATA
JHTEPATYPE 32 MPOHNeHKH Ha YECcTOTATA HA pasiHIHH
KATErOpPHE HHTEPCEKCYANILH, OJ1 AOMOTHHTETHHE XPOoMo-
IOMH [0 MEIIAHH MOHAAH, XOPMOHH H TeHHTanHH, Ja
HEKDH cocTOJ0H MOMEBME 03 HajleMe CAMO AHermoTCKD
CEEAOUITRO; CENAK, 33 moBekero nocrojar Gpojrm. Bpa
OCHOBA HA TOA CEEJOINTREO, HUE MPECMETABEME MEKA HA
CEKOH 1000 DOJEHN Jela, cefyMHEAECET Ce HHTep-
ceRcyami B Hewoja dopma. Toj 6poj - 1,7 npoueHTH - &
npufinn#Ha TPONEHEA, He & npenysHa Gpojka, HaKko HHe
BEPYVEAME EKA € MOTOYHA O 4-T¢ NPONEHTH 34 KOH
H3BECTHE.

Hamarta yidpa ' IPeTCTABYBA CHTE XPOMOIOMCKH,
AHATOMCKM H XOPMOHATHH HCEAYHOLN HA JHMOPOHEOT
HAean; GpojoT HA HHETEPCERAVANIIH KOH MOJKAT, NOTEH-
OHATHO, 42 SHAaT NOI0MEHH Ha XHPYDIIKH 3adar kako
Defitisa e NoMan - BEPOjaTHO noMely el 04 1000 H efeH
o 2000 HuBopogeHd. [ToHaTaMy, co OrNEen Ha TOA WITO
HEROH TIOITYAAIHE I'H DOCEIYBAAT PENeBAHTHHTE NeHH BO
NOITUIEMa YecToTa, CTANKATA HA PACAme Ha HHTEPCeK-
CYAJIIIH He e efHoolpasHa UHPpYM CEETOT,

Ha npumep, 3eMeTe 1o NpeaBs/l FeHOT 33 KOHTEHHTATHA
apgpenansa xunepnnacia {CAH). Kora CAH renor e
HacTeAeH o obaTa poarTena, Toa JoBeayBa 1o Debe co
MACKYTHHHIHDAHY HATBOPEIIHH FEeHHTATHH KOE Noce-
aysa npa X XpoMOZOMa H BHATPEIIHM PENPOAYKTHBHH
OpPradd Ha MOTEHUHJATHO NAOAHA #ena, Yecrotata HA

In “The Five Sexes” I reported an estimate by a psycholo-
gist expert in the treatment of intersexuals, suggesting that
some 4 percent of all live births are intersexual. Then, to-
gether with a group of Brown University undergraduates,
I set out to conduct the first systematic assessment of the
available data on intersexual birthrates. We scoured the
medical literature for estimates of the frequency of vari-
ous categories of intersexuality, from additional chromo-
somes to mives gonads, hormones and genitalia. For some
conditions we could find only anecdotal evidence; for
most, however, numbers exist. On the basis of that evi-
dence, we calculated that for every 1,000 children born,
seventeen are intersexual in some form. That number -
1.7 percent - is a ballpark estimate, not a precise count,
though we believe it is more accurate than the 4 percent [
repaorted,

Our figure represent all chromosomal, anatomical and
hormonal exceptions to the dimorphic ideal; the number
of intersexunals who might, potentially, be subject to sur-
gery as infants are smaller — probably between one in 1000
and one in 2000 live births. Furthermore, because some
populations possess the relevant genes at high frequency,
the intersexual birthrate is not uniform throughout the
world.

Consider, for instance, the gene for congenial adrenal
hyperplasia (CAH). When the CAH gone is inherited from
both parents, it leads to a baby with masculinized exter-
nal genitalia who possesses two X chromosomes and the
internal reproductive organs of the potentially fertile
woman. The frequency of the gene varies widely around

r
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TEHOT BapHpa MHOTY HIHPpYM cBeToT: Bo Hor 3enany ce
jaByBa camo Kaj 43 Jela Ha MITHOH; Kaj Jymak Eckavure
04 JYTO3AnaAHa ATBACKA, HETORATA YeCTOTa € 3500 Ha
MHEIHOH.

HMuTepcexcvaaHOCTa cexoram feme 10 HIBECEH CTENEH
Opaimamke HA AeuHANNja. A BO MHHATOTO CTONETHE
nexapuTe Gea OHHe KOH IOT0 TH JedHHHPas JeUaTa Kako
HHTEPCEKCYATINA - B KoH wTo obesbegysaa nomour, Kora
CAMO XPOMOSOMHTE 0 HepoohHYaeHK, 8 HAJBODEITHMTE
TEHHTIHH M POHAIH JACHO YKAMKYRAAT MITH Ha MAIIKO WWIH
Ha WEHCKD, TEKAPHTE HE SACTANYEAAT HHTEDBEHITH]A.
HagucTuaa, HE & JACHO KAKOE BHO HHTEpEEHUHja On
MOKEN /1A Ce SACTAIVEA RO TakeN cnyyan. Ho npukasuara
@ COCeMaA NOWHAKES KoTa GelHisaTa ce POIEHH 0O METIAHN
TEHHTAIHH, HIH C0 HAJIBOPEITHH TEHHTANTHE KOH He e
COTTIACYBAAT cO TOHAgWTE Ha DebeTo.

Hajromemuor nen EnMHEMADPH KO Cera crenujananpaar
Ha TPETMAHOT Bpa HefHbaTa co HHTEPCEKE C8 MOTITHPaaT
Bpa NPHHIHOHTE 33 MeHANHpake CIy4al PajBHeHH BO
1950-THTe 0 neuxosoroT [los Morn (John Money) »
ncuxujarpuTe [Joaw [1. Xemncon (Joan G. Hampson) #
Llowu JI. Xemneon (John L. Hampson), cure of Yunseep-
auretor [lon Xonknace Bo bantamop, Mepwnena. Mown
BEPYRAN JEKA POAOBHOT WISHTHTET € B0 NOTHOIHOCT
NPHIATOATHE 30 0Kosy 18 Meceny nocne pafameTo, Taxa,
TEPJEN TOj, KOTA THMOT 34 TPETMAH Ke & conaH oo Hebe
KOE HMA ABOCMACHEHH FeHHTANHY, THMOT MOGES 18
HANPARH POAORO OTPEAEIYEAE CEHHCTBEHO BPS OCHOBA
Ha OHA IITO HMA HAjMHOTY CMHECTA, XHPYPILIKH TTIETaHo.
JlexapHTe MOJKAT TOTALl eJHOCTABHO Aa TH oxpabpar
POIHTETHTE O3 IO OITIENAAT AETETO CONMACHO XHPYPILIKH
ONPEAENEHHOT PO MHOGHHCTBOTO IeKapR HATIOMEHYRAA
feKa CAETEHETO Ha TOj Kypc GH o HaMATHI0 DCHX 00N
KOTO CTPAAAE H Kaj NANHEHTOT H Kdj POIHTEIHTE,

the world: in New Zealand it oceurs it only forty-three
children per million; among the Yupik Eskimo of south-
western Alaska, its frequency is 3,500 per million.

Intersexuality has always been to some extent a matter of
definition. And in the past century physicians have been
the ones who defined children as intersexual - and pro-
vided the remedies. When only the chromosomes are un-
usual, but the external genitalia and gonads clearly indi-
cate either a male or a female, physicians do not advocate
intervention. Indeed, it is not clear what kind of inter-
vention could be advocated in such cases. But the story is
guite different when infants are born with mixed genita-
lia, or with external genitals that seem at odds with the

baby's gonads.

More clinics now specializing in the treatment of intersex
babies rely on case-management principles developed in
the 19508 by the psychologist John Money and the
psychiatrics Joan G. Hampson and John L. Hampson, all
of John Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland. Many
believed that gender identity is completely malleable fop
about eighteen months after birth. Thus, he argued, when
a treatment team is presented with an infant who has
ambiguous genitalia, the team could make a gender as
signment solely on the basis of what made the best surgh
cal sense. The physician could then simply encourage the
parents to raise the child according to the surgically as
signed gender. Following this course, most physicians
maintained, would eliminate psychological distress e
both the patient and the parents. Indeed, treatment teams
were never to use such words as “intersex” or “hermaphs
rodite”; instead, they were to tell parents that nature o
tended the baby to be the boy or the girl that the physl
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HagmcTHHA, THMOBHTE 332 TPETMAH HHMKOTAL HE KOpHeTea
TAKBH 300pPOBH KaKD (AHTEpPCEKC” HITH XepMadpoant”;
HAMECTO TOA, THE HM K&KYBEAA HA DOAHTENIHTE MEKa
npupogara HMana HaMepa Sefero jga Guge moMyue HIH
Aepojue, mTo Geme onpeAenedo of nexapure. Co
XHPYPIIKHOT 3adar, JeKapHTe caMo ja ZoRpUIyRaa
HAMEDATA Ha TPHPOJATE.

Maxo Momns 1 XemncoHorH 0fja Brja QeTanHM CTYIHHM HA
cnydaj 3a Jeid co HHTEPCeK:, 34 KOH Beflea jleka aodpo
CE IPHAATOIHIE KOH HHBHOTO POJAOBO ONPEJETyBathe,
MonH cMmetalle Jexa efeH nocefe cayaaj ja noxasan
HeropaTa Teopuja. Toa Geme egen ApaMaTHYeH IpHMep,
ADTOUIKY NOBERE WTO TYKA BOOMIITO HEMAlle HHTEp-
CEECYATHOLT; eJHOTO MOMYE Off MTAPOT HAEHTHYHN
GAH3HALH 1o 3aryGUii0 CROJOT NEHHE Kak0 PeayITaT Ha
Hecpeka npu obpesxysame. Moun npenopavan JLlon®
(Kako mITo CTAHA NOZHAT BO MOJOUHERHATA CTYARjA HA
cayqaj) na Guae xupypuke npeobpazed mo Jloan™ n
oArnenan kako aesajue, Co gpeme, LJoan noyna ga caka
dhyerani # Aa ci npaen Gpuayps. Mosn ropao objase
fIEKA OVIOBOTO NPenIpedenyranke GHI0 VeNemHo,

Ho, xako wTo HeopamHa e npubenexeno oa Llon
KonanunaTo (John Colapinto), 8o merosara gusra Kawo
wifio fipupedaiiia 2o coadade, 1loas - cera nosHaTa Kako
BOSpacHD Mamko co HMe Jejaun Pajuep - #a kpaj ro
OT(HPINIE CBOETU MEHCKD onpefjenysame. Jvpr u Hea
(PYHENHOHHPAYKHN NesHde ¥ TecTHen (Ko wTo Gaae
OTCTPaHETH Kako jAen off npeonpepenyeamero) Llon/
Iloan nobapa MACKYIHHHIHPAYKO TEYCHE, i 08 BEHYAIIE
CO REHA C0 Aend (Koo TH DoCBOH).

OTraxo UeNOCHHOT 3aKay4ox HA npukasHata 3a Llon/
[loan cTana MO3HAT, ce jaRHja M APYTH HHAKEHIYH KO
Gea mpecipeneIend KAKO MAIIKH HIH MEHCKH Henoc-
peaHo no pAFakbeTo 4 KOH NofonHA TH oTdhpiHie

cians had determined it was though sugery, the physicians
were merely completing nature's intention.

Although Money and the Hampsons published detailed
case studies of intersex children who they said had ad-
justed well to their gender assignments, Money thought
one sace in particular proved his history. It was a dra-
matic example, inasmuch as it did not involve inte-
sexuality at all; one of a pair of identical twin boys lost his
penis as a result of a circumeision accident. Money rec-
ommended that *John" (as he came to be known in a later
case study) be surgically turned into "Joan” and raised as
a girl. In time, Joan grew to love wearing dresses and hav-
ing her hair done. Money proudly proclaimed the sex re-
assignment & success.

But as recently chronicled by John Colapinte, in his book
As Nature Made Him, Joan = now known to be an adualt
male named David Reimer — eventually rejected his fe-
male assignment. Even without a functioning penis and
testes (which had been removed as part of the reassign-
ment) John/Joan sought masculinizing medication, and
married a women with children (whom he adopted).

Since the full conclusion to the John/Joan story came to
light, other individuals who were reassigned as males or
females shortly after birth but who later rejected their
early assignments have come forward. So, too, have cases
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HHEHHTE paHH onpegenysama. Hero Taka, amame u
CAYYAH BO KOH NPEeOnpeienyBamkaTa GyHKEIHOHHpaa -
fapem kora cyGjexTHTe Dea BO CPEIHHATA HA JBASCETTHTE.
Ho, AypH H TOTAIN HCXOZO0T O/ XHPYPIIEHOT 2adaT moxe
na oupe mpofnematnded. TeHUTANHATE XHPYPrHja
YECTONATH GCTARA IYAHH UITO ja peIylHPaaT CeRcyANHATA
qyyscTEHTeNHOoCT. Camata Yejc HMAlle KOMIISTHA
KNHTOPHAEKTOMH]A, TPOUEAYPA WITO JEHEC NOMAIKY
YeCTO CE HIBEOYBa Bp3 MHTepcexcyanuuTe. Ho u
NOHOBHUTE XHPYPIWEK 3a@aTH, KOH ja peAvIHDPaaT
rOMEMHHATA HA KIHTOPAIHHOT cTonf, cé YIuTe 3HauMH-
TE/HO ja HAMATYBAAT MYBCTRHTENHOCTA.

OfenoaeHyEaiseTo HA CTYSAHTE Ha HEYCIEITHD Npepnpe-
AEMYEAIE H MOJABATA HA HHTEPCEKE AKTHENIAM JOBEE
A0 TOA 13 ce rosiemy Opojor neaMjaTpH eHI0KPHHONOSH,
YPOSIOAH W ICHXOJIO0AH KOH ja npedcouTysaa pasbopu-
TOCTA HA PaHATa PeHHTANHA XHpYpraja. Ha npamep, so
enen ropop Ha LWPES cpenBara, npes rosopor Ha Heje,
megnuHECKROT eTHdap Jloperce B, Mexanax on Lenrapor
3a MEJHIMHCKA ETHEA M 3[PABCTEEHA MONHTHEA ITPH
GBejnop koaeyor za meaununa Bo Xjyeron, Texcac,
MpeLUToRH eJHa eTHYKA PAMKA 33 TPETHDARE HA Je1aTd
co AROCMHCTeHH rexuTanun. Co ormen wa toa wro
nonosror denorin (ManpdecTanjaTa Ha FeHETHIKH B
eMOpHOAOIIKE JeTEPMHHHPAHH TOJNOBH KapaKTepu-
CTHEH) H POAOBOTO NPETCTABYBAMKE [MOI0BATA YiOra
NMPOEKTHPAHA OJf CTPaHa Ha HHAHUBHAVATA B0 ONIITECT-
BOTO) CC MHOTY MEHJIHBH, TEBpOH Meranax, pasauiHH
ihopmu Ha HETEpceRcyaTHOCT Gn Tpedato aa ce neduny-
PaaT KaKo HOPMAanHH, CHTE THE CNalfaaT ko CTATHCTHYKH
ouexyBaHaTa eapujainnnoctT Ha nonoT ® pogor. [losa-
TAMY, HaKO H3aBecHH cocTojim Ha Donect Moxe na
NPHAPYAYEAAT HIBECHH (DOPMH HA HHTEPCCKCYATHOCT,
H MOMKE J13 HATATEAT MELHLMHCKA HHTEPBEHIT]a, cAMHTE
HHTEPCEKCYAIHN CoCTOj0H He ce HoTecTH.

in which the reassignment has worked - at least into the
subject’s mid-twenties. But even then the aftermath of the
surgery can be problematic. Genital surgery often leaves
scars that reduce sexual activity. Chase herself had a com-
plete clitoridectomy, a procedure that is less frequently
performed on intersexual today, But the newer surgeries,
which reduce the size of the clitoral shaft, still greathy re-
duce sensitivity.

The revalation of cases of failed reassignment and the
emergence of intersex activism have led an increasing
number of pediatric endocrinclogists, urologist and pay.
chologists to reexamine the wisdom of early genital surs
gery. For example, in a talk that preceded Chase’s at the
LWPES meeting, the medical ethicist Laurence B
McCullough of the Center for Medical Ethics and Health
Policy at Baylor College of Medicine in Huston, Texas,
introduced an ethical framework for the treatment of chils
dren with ambiguous genitalia. Because sex phenotype
{the manifestation of genetically and embryologically des
termined sexual characteristics) and gender presentation
{the sex role projected by the individual in society) am
highly variable, MeCullough argues, the various forms of
intersexuality should be defined as normal. All of them
fall within the statistically expected variability of sex and
gender. Furthermore, though certain disease states may
accompany some forms of intersexuality, and may require
medical intervention, intersexual conditions are not thems
selves diseases,

3
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Mexanax HCTO TAKA NPHTOBAPA [JEKa DO NPOLNECOT HA
DIpEIeMyBakE Ha POAOT, TeKapHTe TpeDa 1a ro MEHHMH-
ZHDAAT OHA LWTO TOj MO HAPEKYBA HENOBPATHH Onpene-
AYBAKAS NMPe3IEMAkE YeKoDH Kako [ITO C& XHPVPIIED
OTCTPAHYBAE HNH MOZHQHIHPpARE HA TOHAJAHTE HAH
rEHHTAJAHHTE 38 KOH TalHEeHTOT HEKO] AeH MO@e 1a
NOCAKA Aa MY ce BpaTar kakeu wro Hune. Koneuno,
Mexanax ce aanara JeKapHTe ga ja oTpaaT HHBEHATA
NPAKTHKA HA TPETHPARE Ha parakeTo JETe Co TeHHTANHA
ABOCMHMCTEHOCT KAKD MENHIHHCEHN WAH ONUITECTEEH
anapm. Hamecto Toa, THe By Tpebano ga novexaaTt nogexa
HEBPIIAT KOMIUTETEH CHCTEMATCKH Nperned, H Tpeba aa
HM OTKEPHjaT Cé HAa pPOAWTEAHTE, BEAYVYVEAJKH I'M H
HEHZBECHOCTHTE BO OHOC HA KOHesHUOT Hexon, Co apyrH
abopoRH, MaRTpaTa Ha TpeTMauoT 6 Tpefano xa Guge
TepanHja, 4 He XHPYPrHja.

Bepyeam nexa Ha godar HH € HOB BPOTORON 38 TPETMAHOT
Bpa wHTepcenc HDedHMATA, CIMEH HA OHOJ 3aUpTaH o1
Meranax. Tpermanor 6u Tpefiano Aa koMOHHEHPa HEKOH
OCHOBHH MEJHIHHCKH H eTHYKH NPHHIHITH CO IPaKTH-
YEH, HO MOMATKY APACTHHEH MPHCTAN KOH PATARETO HA
fere co metas novn. Kaxo npe vexop, xupypioky sadar
pps Befinma 0N Tpedano 14 cé HARSAVEA EHHCTREHO Ja
Aa Cf CTHACH JeTCKHOT MHEOT HAH CYINTHHCHH 0A Ce
noaodpr guargkara gobpobur Ha gerero. Jlexapure
MOMAT O3 ONpPefenNar moj - MAINKH Wi MKEeHCKH - HA
uHTEpCcEK: Defe Bp3 OCHOBA HA BEPOjATHOCTA JEKa
nocefiuara coctojfa ke moeene no QopMHUpame Ha
necefed pogoR HASHTHTET. BO HOTO BpeMe, Mak, DPAKTH-
gyapuTe O Tpebano aa GHMAAT AOBONMHO CKPOMHH Ia
NPHIHAAT JEKA KRR IO PACHE JETET, TO] W TAA MOH#e
AA 10 OTHPAH ONPeeTyEARETo - H THe On Tpehanc Ja
BHAAT DOBOIHD MYZPH Jia 9YjaT WITO AETETD HMA Ja KaKe,
HajrawmuoTo, pogurenyre 61 Tpebano 1a HMaaT IpHCTaN
00 METOEYIHHOT ONCer HHGQOPMAITHE H ONMIHHE KON HM
CTOJAT HA PACTONATAHE,
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MeCullough also contends that in the process of assign-
ing gender, physicians should minimize what he calls ir-
reversible assignments: taking steps such as the surgical
removal or modification of gonads or genitalia that the
patient may one day want to have reversed. Finally,
MeCullongh urges physicians to abandon their practice
of treating the birth of a child with genital ambigunity asa
medical or soelal emergency. Instead, they should take
the time to perform a thorough medical workup and
should disclose everything to the parents, including the
uncertainties about the final outcome. The treatment
mantra, in other words, should be therapy, not surgery.

I believe a new treatment for intersex infants, similar to
the one outlined by MeCullough, is close at hand. Treat-
ment should combine some basic medical and ethical prin-
ciples with a practical but less drastic approach to the birth
of a mixes-sex child. As a first step, surgery on infants
should be performed only to save the child’s life or the
substantially improve the child’s physical well-being. Phy-
sicians may assign a sex — male of female - to an intersex
infant on the basis of the probability that the child's par-
ticular condition will lead to the formation of a particular
gender identity, At the same time, though, practitioners
ought to be humble enough to recognize that as the child
grows, he or she may reject the assignment - and they
should be wise enough to listen to what the child has to
say. Most important, parents should have access to the
full range of information and options available to them.
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OnpefenyBamkaTa HA NONOT KOH ce Opasar HaOpso oo
parameTo ce CaMo NOYeTOR Ha 81H0 Aoaro natyeame. Ha
npHMEp, fa I pasrregame AUBoToT HA Mawke Bex: pogen
KAKO HITepcekcyanel, Maxe Geme XHPYPIIKH OIpeonpe-
AENEH KAKD #MeHCKD H COTJTACHO TOA H3IPACHAT KAKD
smencko, Jla ja cnegeme uejaﬂmmr MEOHITHHCKEH THM BO
pAHUTE JIBACCETTH, THE K& CH MHCIEa [eKa HejauHoTD
ONpenenyBaie e yenemsHo Guaejin Taa Geue Rei4ana co
max. (Tpeba na ce sabenesdcl feKa YCIIexoT Bo POIoBOTO
ONPENEmyEd e TPAAHIHOHATHO 61 e MHUDAH KAKD
HMHEeSHhe B0 TOj poj Kako xetepocercyanen). Meiyroa,
No HexoAKY roguay bex ce npornack aa Gyq” neabejka;
CEra BO CPEOMHATA HA TPHeceTTHTE, ek cTana Mas v ce
BEHYA €O CBOjaTa napTHepka ne3bejra, koja (Goaroma-
pPejEH HA YyJaTa HA MOJEPHAT PeNpojVETHRHA TEXHO-
AOTHA) HEOJAMHA POAH AeB0je.

TpaHcekCyanmuTe, IVIETo KOW MMAAT eMOIHOHATER PO
HECOBNAAAHE O HHBHHOT (PHANYKH DO, DOpaHo ce
OMHIIYEAA CefecH co MoMOI Ha ZHMOPhHYKH amcomyTH
- MAIIKH 3apodeHu BO #eHCKH Teaa, wiH obpatso. Kaxo
TAKBM, THe Dapaa NCHXOIOIKC DJECHYBABE NpEKy
XHpypuikH 3adat, Hako MHOTYMHEHA CE YIITE IO [paBar
TOA, HEKOH TAKAHADEMEHH TPAHC-POMCEH AyTe AeHecka
CE CEAI0HM JA NPecTOjyBaaT Bo NoHeoapenenn 3oan. Ha
NpPUMED, TPAHCEKCYATRI] MANTKO-KOH-FEHCKO MOMKE 13 ce
nporaack 3a neabejra. ejH, gmanonomes pogeta kaxo
MAITKOD, CETd € B0 HejIHHHTE JOUHH TPHECETTH H KHBES
C0 HEJEAHHATA CONPYTA, €O KOJa CE OMAHNG KOTA HEj3HHOTD
ume Geme cé yiore Llon, [Jejn sema xopmoHH 3a Ja ce
themuaBanpa cebect, HO THe c& yinTe He Gea ja nompe-
YHJIE RO HEjAHHATA cnocoBHOCT A4 CTANH BO OAHOC KAKD
maz. Bo uejapanor yM Lleju e o neabejeka spexka co
HEJ3HHATA COMPYTA, HAKO TAA T'H COMMEeIYRa HHBHHTE
HHTHMHH MOMEHTH KaK0 MPEMHH moMery Je30ejckHoT 0
XETEPOCEKCYANHHOT CEKC.

Sex assignments made shortly after birth are only the be-
ginning of a long journey. Consider, for instance, the life
of Max Beck: Born intersexual, Max was surgically as-
signed as a female and consistently raised as such. Had
her medical team followed her into her early twenties, they
would bave deemed her assignment a success because she
was married to a man, (It should be noted that success in
gender assignment has traditionally been defined as liv-
ing in that gender as a heterosexual.) Within a few years,
however, Beck had come out as a butch lesbian; now in
her mid-thirties, Beck has become a man and married his
lesbian partner, who (through the miracles of modern
reproductive technology) recently gave birth to a girl.

Transsexuals, people who have an emotional gender at
odds with their physical sex, onee deseribed themselves
in terms of demographic absolutes — males trapped in
female bodies, or viee verse, As such, they sought psycho-
logical relief through surgery. Although many still do,
some so-called transgendered people today are content
to inhabit a more ambiguous zone. A male-to-female
transsexual, for instance, may come out as a lesbian. Jane,
born a physiological male, is now in her late thirties and
living with her wife, whom she married when her name
was still John. Jane takes hormones to feminize herself,
but they have not vet interfered with her ability to engage
in intercourse as a man. In her mind, Jane as a lesbian
relationship with her wife, through she views their inti-
mate moments as a eross between lesbian and hetero-
sexual sex.
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Mose 2 HAITISZA NIPHPOIHD 4 C8 CMETAAT HHTePCeKCy-
AUTITHTE H TRRHCPOOBHTE NyTe Kako A8 HHBeaT Ha IToAnaT
noMery MallkuoT M MeHcEHOT noda. Ho, mamxoro o
HWEHCKOTO, MAMKECTBEHOTO W #MEHCTBEHOTO, HE MOMKE 13
Ce AHATHANDAAT KAKO HIBECEH BHO HA KOHTHHYYM.
[Nockopo, 00T B POACT Hajoobpo ce KOHIeNTYATHAH-
[EaT KAKO TOYKH BO EeH MYITHIHMEHAHOHANEH Opoc-
top. MapecHo BpeMe, eKCIEPTHTE 34 POOOE passo]
pasTpaHHUYYBAA NOMEY NOJ Ha PeHeTHHKO HHBO M HA
KAETOMHO HHBO (MONOBO-CNEqHHYHHOT FeHETCKH
wapaz, X # Y xpoMo3oMH); HA XOPMOHATHO HHRO (mo
(pETYCOT, 32 BPEME HA IeTCTBOTD, H 10 MyGepTeToT); M Ha
AHATOMCKO HMBO (FeHHTANHH H CEKVHIADHHE TOI0BH
KaPAKTEPHCTHRHR). POJOBHOT HIAEHTHTET BEPOJATHO Ce
jABYRA O] CHTE OBHE TEJECHH ACTexTH UPeRy HaBecHa
cnabo pasbpana MHTepAKNNja cO CPEAHHATA H HCKY-
cTroTo,. OHa 110 0¢ NOREKE CTAHVEA JACHO € JIEKA MOMeMe
N4 HajaeMe HHEOA Ha MAIKOCT M AREHCKOCT B0 PEUHCH
ceKkOja MoxkHA nepmyTanvja. Kaj xpoMosomMcko, XopMo-
HATHO H TEHHTAMHO MAIEKO (FIH MWEHCKO) MOME O3 oe
jaBH meHCKH (W Mamkn) pojos waesTeTet. Hoom, kaj
XPOMOIOMEKD SEHCKO C0 MALIKH (PeTYCHH XOPMOHH H
MAMKECTREHH TEHHTAMHH - HO CO KEHCKH NVDEpTeTCKH
KOPMOHE - MOME 04 CE PESBHE HEHCKH PONOE HISHTHTET.

MeuMIHHCKHTE H HAyUHHTE 338JHILH J00pea Tpeda na
yCROJAT jasHk Koj e Gune o cocTojfia /ia ro oNHIe TAKBOTD
paznuune. Bo vejaunara kaara Xepuagpoduitivitie u
smeduiunexodo ollxpusaree wa Toaoil, Amnc Jlomypar
Operep (Alice Domurat Dreger)- ncropagapka B MeIH-
OHHCKA eTHIApEa o MudHIeHckHoT ApKaneH YHHBED-
aureT B0 Her Jladesur - ro oKVMERTHDPA NOJaBYBAHETO
HA TEKOBHITE MeHIIHNCKH CHCTEME 33 KnacH(uKanja
Ha pogeBsHoT aMbnrerTeT, TeropHaTa ynoTpeda ocTaHyEa
BKOPEHETA BO BHETOPMJAHCKHOT NPHCTAN KOH MOJOT.
JlorngkaTa crpykTypa Ha roobidaeHo vooTpeOyBaAHHTE
HAPAZH BHCTHHCKH XePMadPOaHT , .MALIKH NCER10XER-

Sumnme FODG

It might seem natural to regard intersexual and trans-
gendered people as living midway between the poles of
male and female. But male and female, masculine and
feminine, cannot be parsed as some kind of continuum,
Rather, sex and gender are best conceptualized as points
in a multidimensional space. For some time, experts on
gender developments have distinguished between sex at
the genetic level and at the cellular level (sex-specific gene
expression, X and Y chromosomes); at the hormonal level
{in the fetus, during childhood and after puberty); and at
the anatomical level (genitals and secondary sexual char-
acteristics). Gender identity presumably emerges from all
of those corporeal aspects via some poorly understood
interaction with environment and experience. What has
become increasingly clear is that one can find levels of
masculinity and femininity in almost every possible per-
mutation, A chromosomal, hormonal and genital male (or
female) may emerge with a female (or male) gender iden-
tity. Or a chromosomal female with male fetal hormones
and masculinized genitalia - but with female pubertal
hormones — may develop a female gender identity,

The medical and scientific communities have yet to adopt
alanguage that is capable of describing such diversity. In
her book Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of
Sex, the historian and medical ethicist Alice Domural
Dreger of Michigan State University in East Lansing docu-
ments the emergenee of current medical systems for clas-
sifying gender ambiguity. The current nusage remains
rooted in the Victorian approach to sex, The logical strue-
ture of the commonly used terms “true hermaphrodite,”
"male pseudohermaphrodite” and “female psendoher-
maphrodite” indicated that only the so-called true her-
maphrodite is a genuine mix of male and female. The oth-
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MadpoauT® B JKeHCKH neepioxepMappoaET” yrangea
A EAHHCTREHG TAKAHADEYEHHOT BHCTHHCKRH Xephia-

EI}FH],.T.I.I-IT 2 ARTeEHTHYHA MeNIaBbHHA Ha MAllKD H AeHCKD,
Jpyrure, Ge3 oraen Ha TOA KOIKY ce 30PEYEAYEN HHBHHTE
TENSCHH JenoRH, OB BE!.-HIHIIJET IIPFII':PIIEH}{ MAIIEH HIH
weHckd. Co ormes Ha Toa MITo BHCTHHCKHTE XepMadpo-
OHTH C& PETEH - HEFHJjETI-ID &18H HA 100000 - eneH TAKDB
cHCTEM Ha kaacHdHEanuia ja nogapsyea moejara aexa
JAVIETO C8 ATICONYTHO JHMOpgeH BHL

Bo MYIpHTE Ha ABAECET H NPBOTO CTOJETHE, KOTA
BAPH]ADHAHOCTA HA POAOT C8 YMHH TOJKY BHIJIHEBA,
TELIRG @ /13 0 3a4YBa £IHA TaKea nosunuja. Hero taka,
CTAPHOT MEJHOHHCKH KOHCEHIYC TYKa MOYHYBA g4 ce
pacnara. MuHaTaTta eceH negmjaTapor ypoaor Jam A.
Aporeod o MeaHuMHCKHOT VHHEEPAATET HA Jy#HA
Kaponuua Bo Yapacron oprasH3Hpalne  vack dope” Ha
Cepepra AMepuka 3a uaTepeercyansoct (NATFI) ga ra
NPEHCITHTA KAHHHYKHTE DEAKIHE HA MeHHTANHATA
apocsiciedoeT ka) Gehumara, KIyyHuTe MeaHIHHCKN
AAPYACeHH]a, Kako I0Te & AMePHKAHCKATA aKajeMHja Ha
negHjaTpuTe, ro nogapaxaa NATFL Coenujamnerure no
XHPYPrHja, eHIOKPHHOJIOTH]A, NCHX0A0TH]a, eTHEA,
OCHXHJATPH]A, FEHETHEA M JARHO 3ADAR]E, KAKO W IPYIIHTE
HITO 3ACTANYBAAT HHTEPCEKC NALHEHTH, CTANHja BO
penoedTe Ha NATFL

Enra og nenure #a NATFI @ pocraHosyBamke HA HOBA
NIVTOBE HOMEHETATYVL. Enen npeiyror niTo € Ha pa3rne-
JAYEATRE D 3AMEHYEBA TERDEHHNOT CHCTEM OO €MOITFOHAITHO
HEYTDUTHA TEPMMHONOTH]E KOja I HATACYRa PajBOjHHTE
nponecH HaMeCcTd OiHanpes CMHCIEHHTE POQOBH
xateropuH. Ha npasmep, naTepeerc on ThnoT [ ce pazsnsa
O/1 AHOMATHCKH BHDHIHZNPAYKH BANjAHNjA; HHTEPCEKD
oa TenoT 11 HeXoavea 0N HEKEKOE NPeKHHE HA BUDHITHER-
IHjaTa; 8 Kaj MHTepeere of THI 11 caMuTe roHaIH Mode
JE HE C2 DARIpiiie OHaka KA ITTG 08 OHeRVBEATO.

ers, no matter how confusing their body parts, are really
hidden males or females. Because true hermaphrodites
are rare — possibly only one in 100,000 — such a classifi-
cation system supports the idea that human beings are
an absolutely dimorphic species.

At the dawn of twenty-first century, when the variability
of gender seems so visible, such a position is hard to main-
tain. And here, too, the old medical consensus has begun
to crumble. Last fall the pediatric urologist Tan A.
Aaronson of the Medical University of South Carolina in
Charleston organized the North American Task Force on
Intersexuality (NATFI) to review the clinical responses
to genital ambigoity to infants, Key medical associations,
such as the American Academy of Pediatrics, have en-
dorsed NATFL. Specialist in surgery, endocrinology, psy-
chology, ethics, psychiatry, genetics and public health, as
well as intersex patient-advocate groups, have joined its
ranks.

One of the goals of NATFI is to establish a new sex no-
menclature. One proposal under consideration replaces
the current system with emotionally neutral terminology
that emphasizes developmental processes rather than pre-
conceived gender categories. For example, Type I inter-
sexes develop out of anomalous virilizing influences; Type
I1 results from some interruption of virization; and in Tvpe
[T intersexes the gonads themselves may not have devel-
oped in the expected fashion.
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Crayea COCEM JACHO Jeka ol 1993 roiHHa, MOJepHOTO
OIIITECTRO 3AYEKOPH OTAJIE ETTE M0JA KOH MPH3HABa e
Ha TOA AEKA POJOBATA BAPHALHIA € HOPMATHA M, 38 HEKOH
Jyie, nojapayje 3a HIpHRO HeTpasyeamke. Bo pacnpasata
KOH MOjOT Opejsior 3a 6T Noia” B0 Hej3HHATA KHHATA
Ao 0o medyiiososuiiie, nenxasoror Cyaan [L Kecnep
(Suzanne J. Kessler) og Jp#apauaor yHHEEDIHTET Ha
Hyjopx, Aoafa a0 oBas MHOTY edeKTHA NOEHTA:

OrpaidayBameTo Ha opefaoror Ba Tavero-CrepaHur e
HEKA... (8 VIITE [m] mara HA rEHATATMHTE... OpHMapeH
OIHAYYBAYEH CTATYC H [0 HTHoPpHpA GarToT Jexa Bo
CEKOUTHERHHOT CRET POADBNTE MPHITHINYEAA CB TPARAT Dez
OPHCTAN 40 PEHMTATHROT YRR L., O3 0o fMa Dpsauoct
BO CERGIIHEBHHOT MHRBOT € POIoT To ce Haneayea, ez
OIS Ha KoHQHIVPALHjATE Ha MecoTo fmon ofinexkara.

Cera ce corflacyBaM co npoueHkaTa Ha Kecnep, By Giwno
noaobpo 38 HHTEPCEKCYAMIIHTE 0 HHBHATE HO0A[HYBATH
Aa ro caprart ceunj doxye BoH rerrTanarTe. Hamecoro Toa,
KaAKO [ITO Taa cyTepHpa, Tpeha Aa npHIHaeMe Jexa IVIeTo
HMAAT MHOTY DOT0JEM aCOPTHMEH CENCVATHM HIEHTH-
TETH H KAPAKTEPHCTHEH OTKIIKY WITO CAMMTE TeHHTATHH
MOGAT Ja pasrpannuar. Hexow menn mome na nmaar
LOUIEMH KTHTOPHCH HIH COOEHH YCHE, J0JEKA HEROH
MAMH MOME 13 HMaaT Manli NeEHACH HIH H3o0nHYeHH
MaZHH KecH", Kako mTo Hasexysa Kecnep,  erorunn
KOH HEMAAT HHKAKED MOCE0HO KNHMHHYMEO HAH HISHTH-
TETCKD 3HAMEHL",

Tpesseno kako u nporpamara Ha Kecnep - m noxpaj
HPOrpecoT HANPAREH BO 1900-THTE - HAIIETO ONITECTRE
€ & YIITe Aanexy of Toj Hoeat. MHTepoekcyuTHHTE WK
TPAHCEKCYATHHTE JTHIE KOH NPOEKTHPAAT OMUTECTEEH
pon - ona orro Kechep ro Hapesvea Ky TYPHH FeHHTa-
AHN” = KOj € B0 KOHQMHET C0 HerOBHTE WIH Hej3SHHATE
(hHaNYKH FeHHTATHH, CE VIITE MOGKAT 3 YMHPEAT 3apagn

What is clear is that since 1993, modern society has moved
beyond five sexes to a recognition that gender variation is
normal and, for some people, an arena for playful explo-
ration. Discussing my “five sexes” proposal in her book
Lessons from the Intersexes, the psychologist Suzanne J.
Kessler of the State University of New York at Purchase
drives this point with great effect:

The limitation with Fausto-Sterling's proposal is that...[it]
still gives genitals,..primary signifying status and ignores the
fact that in the everyday world gender attributions are made
without access to genital inspection...What has primacy in
everyday life is the gender that is performed, regardless of
the flesh’s configuration under the clothes.

I now agree with Kessler's assessment. It would be better
for the intersexuals and their supporters to turn evervone's
foeus away from genitals. Instead, as she suggests, one
should acknowledge that people come in an even wider
assortment of sexual identities and characteristics than
mere genitals can distinguish. Some women may have
“large clitorises or fused labia,” whereas some men may
have “small penises of misshapen seota,” as Kessler puts
it, "phenotypes with no particular clinical or identity
meaning,”

As clearheaded as Kessler's program is — and despite the
progress made in the 19905 — our society is still far from
that ideal. The intersexual or transgenderes person who
projects a social gender = what Kessler calls “cultural geni-
tals™ — that conflicts with his or her physical genitals still
may die for the transgression. Hence legal proteetion for
people whose cultural and physical genitals do not match
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OPeKpIOKOT, 34704 € norpedHa NpasHa J3THTa Ha
AYFETO YHM KYATYPHH H QHIHYKH TeHHTATHH He ce
COBOACAAT 332 BpeMe HA TEKOBHATA TPAHZHIM}A KOH
POOOBD MOpasHOauK ceet. Enen neced ueverop Gu Guao
AA Ce CAMMEHHPA KATErOPHjaTa Ha pofg’” of cayikbeHnTe
AOKYMEHTH, KAKO IITO CE BOZAYKHTE JOZBOIH H MACo-
murte. Cekako aexa O OHAe NONPHKNANHH HEKOR
MOBHAHER OCOBRHH [ Kako 1WTO c& BHCHHATA, rpagbaTa,
W GojaTa Ha OYHTE) W HEKOH TOMAJKY BHIIHEH {oTHCO-
LHTE Ha NPCTHTE H TEHETCKITE npodain).

MuOry nofajiexycemHa arcijia ¢ npercrapeHa Bo
HHuTepHAUHOHANHHOT JOKYMEHT 38 POOORH IpaBa,
VCROEH BO 1995 POOHHA HA YeTBPTATa rogHumHa Merfy-
HApojHA KOH(pEPeHNH]A 33 TPAHCPOAOBO OPABO H
NOANTHEM 3a spabortysamse, 8o Xjyerow, Texcac, Mloky-
meHToT Habpojysa AeceT POOOBA HpaBa”, BRIVIVEAJEH
ro ApaRoTo 4 ce AedHHHPA CONCTBEHHOT PO, IPaBoTo
04 CB CMEeHH HIMMEHOT PO AK0 Heko] Taka oabepe »
HPABOTO CEKOJ 1A C& BEHYa c0 KoTo ke nocaka. [Ipasanme
OCHOBH 33 TAKEH OpaBa ce pa3jacHyRaaT [0 CYA0BHTE BO
MOMEHTOE H, 0] HAjHEQJAMHE, 0O BOCTIOCTABYBARETO, BO
ApaBsaTa BepMoHT, Ha AETAAHE JOMANTHH NAPTHETEL
a1, HET 1L

Hukoj He MOMEeIe 13 NPeIEHAH TAREH TPOMEHH BO 1003
TOAHHA. A MH TPY## 3A0B0ICTES WASjaTa jexa | jac
OFIMIPAR HEKAKBA VI0Ta, KOJKY H Jia € MaTa, b0 penyiHpa-
HETO HA MPHTHCOKOT - 0] METHIIHHCKATA 3AEMHHIA KAl
H O] MOMHPOKOTO OIIITECTRO - [13 C& CREME DA HET(
HA MOBEKDEM MO0 HA JBa AHjaMeTPATHO CIPOTHEHEK
Tabopa.

[Mosexroram ayfero My CYTEPHPAAT, HE MATEY V3ACHATH,
JIEKA CE 3AMACAM 38 NaCTENeH CRET B0 K0j AHAPOTHIH]aTa
BTAZ[PE, 4 MAMHTE H WEHHTE 300AeBH0 HeTH. MeryToa,
BO MOJaTa BH3HjA JaKATE G0H KOST3IHCTHPAAT GO MACTEI-
aHTe. Hagsop nocTojar B ke npojaosiHaT 18 nocrojar

is needed during the current transition to a more gender-
diverse world. One easy step would be to eliminate the
category of “gender” from official documents, such as
driver’s licensed and passports. Surely attributes both
more visible (such as height, built and eye color) and less
visible {(fingerprints and genetic profiles) would be more
expedient.

A more far-ranging agenda is presented in the Interna-
tional Bill of Gender Rights, adopted in 1995 at the forth
annual International Conference on Transgender law and
Employment Policy in Houston, Texas. It lists ten “gen-
der rights.” including the right to define one's own gen-
der, the right to charge one's physical gender if one so
chooses and the right to marry whomever one wishes. The
legal bases for such rights are being hammered out in the
courts as I write and, most recently, through the estab-
lishment, in the state of Vermont, of legal same-sex do-
mestic partnership.

No one could have foreseen such changes in 1993. And
the idea that I played some role, however small, in reduc-
ing the pressure - from the medical community as well
as from society at large — to flatten the diversity of hu-
man sexes into two diametrically opposed camps give me
pleasure.

Sometimes people suggest to me, with not a little horror,
that I am arguing for a pastel world in which androgyny
reigns and men and women are boringly the same. In my
vision, however, strong colors coexist with pastels. There
are and will continue to be highly mascuoline people out
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MAPAIHTO MAKECTREHMN yTe; CAMO IITO HekoH off HuB ce  there; it's just that some of them are women. And some
#EeHH, A HEKOH 0 HajweHcTReHHTe Ayle mTo ri sHam ce  of the most feminine people I know happen to be men.

CAYUYEA Jd C8 MAMH,

Mpenoa on anradess jaang: HMapro Tpajanockn
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