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Voved: Odej}i po `ica  
pome|u zavisnosta i solidarnosta

Ovaa statija pretstavuva prikaz vo koj se zabele`ani 
{irok spektar specifiki na rodovite studii na 
Balkanot, poto~no vo Bosna i Hercegovina, Hrvat-
ska, Crna Gora i Slovenija. Izborot na zemjite koi 
se ovde analizirani go napravivme vrz osnova na 
na{ata li~na involviranost vo unapreduvaweto na 
rodovite/`enskite studii vo visokoobrazovnite 
istra`uvawa i nastava, vrz osnova na na{ite iskust-
va kako viziting profesori, kako i vrz osnova na 
bliskata me|usebna sorabotka, neformalna i for-
malna. Cvrsto vtemelena vo na{ata konkretna prak-
tika i zaemna sorabotka, na{ata cel e da informi-
rame i rasvetluvame, preispituvame i ocenuvame, 
locirame i zacrtuvame. Odbravme da raska`eme pri-
kazna za samite nas taka {to }e se povikame na onie 
sli~nosti i razliki {to }e ja prodol`at inovativ-
nata i produktivna interakcija pome|u teorijata i 
praktikata, aktivizmot i akademijata. Kako mladi 
nau~nici posveteni na voveduvaweto promeni vo 
akademskata kultura na regionot zaradi neguvawe 
kriti~koto istra`uvawe i nastava, na{ata cel e da 
zapo~neme ponatamo{na diskusija i da pottikneme 
aktivna sorabotka so drugite nau~nici od regionot. 

Introduction: Walking the tightrope 
between contingency and solidarity

This article offers a narrative, which maps out of a wide 
range of specificities of gender studies in the Balkans, 
more precisely in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Montenegro and Slovenia. The choice of the countries 
analysed here was guided by us based on our individ-
ual involvement in furthering gender/women’s studies 
in higher education research and teaching as well as on 
our experiences of being travelling scholars and working 
closely with each other, both formally and informally. 
Firmly embedded in our concrete practices and mutual 
collaboration, our aim is to inform and tease out, ques-
tion and assess, locate and chart. We have chosen to 
tell a story about ourselves in such a way so as to draw 
on those similarities and differences that will continue 
a novel and productive interaction between theory and 
practice, activism and the academia. As young scholars 
committed to introducing changes in the academic cul-
ture of the region in order to foster critical research and 
teaching, our aim is to initiate further discussion and 
foster active collaboration with other scholars from the 
region. 
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Smetame deka produkcijata na znaewe e potfat koj 
bara sorabotka. Tokmu zatoa ovaa statija e dokument 
koj zboruva, napi{an kako rezultat na dolgoro~nata 
sorabotka me|u nas petoricata - preku me|usebni 
poseti, ~asovi pominati vo razgovori na “skajp”, 
bezbrojni poraki i elektronska po{ta. Sozdava-
me znaewe za nas i na{ite konteksti preku kompa-
rativni razmisluvawa, koristej}i ja neophodnata 
~ove~ka bliskost i dostapnata tehnologija. Za vreme 
na na{eto trigodi{no zaedni~ko rabotewe na toa 
kako najdobro da se vovedat i zajaknat rodovite/
`enskite studii vo na{ite visokoobrazovni in-
stitucii, kako del od regionalniot seminar HESP 
(Programa za poddr{ka na visokoto obrazovanie) 
organiziran od Institutot “Evro-Balkan” od Ma-
kedonija, nie identifikuvavme zaedni~ki temi i 
problemi, vizii i mo`nosti. Vrz osnova na toa, ovaa 
statija pravi jasna distinkcija pome|u zakoraveni-
te, dominantni akademski priodi koi ja sledat lo-
gikata na “monodrama” i eden nov pristap, za koj sè 
u{te nemame ime, no koj go favorizira kriti~koto 
nasproti dogmatskoto razmisluvawe, produktiv-
nite konfrontacii nasproti stavot “da si sedime 
madro”. Tokmu vo ovaa smisla statijava odi po `ica 
pome|u zavisnosta i solidarnosta: dodeka nam ni e 
jasno deka samite dominantni strukturi se zavisni 
i pretstavuvat “ne-sè”, imaj}i postojana potreba da 
se reproduciraat vrz osnova na pronao|awe na “na-
trapnikot” -simptomatskoto tu|o telo-nie isto taka 
znaeme deka bez na{ata podgotvenost zaedni~ki da 
se vklu~ime vo preispituvaweto na na~inite na koi 
razgovarame za ona {to go pravime i za ona {to ne 
go znaeme, nemame nikakvi {ansi da gi zgrap~ime 
sredstvata za produkcija na znaewe.

Zatoa ovaa statija ima dvojna uloga: taa go iden-
tifikuva rodot kako simptom na dominantnite 

We maintain that knowledge production is a collaborative 
endeavour. This is why the article is a talking document, 
written as a result of a long-term collaboration among 
five of us—mutual visits, hours of Skype calls, countless 
text messages and emails. We create knowledge about 
ourselves and our contexts through comparative reflec-
tion, using both much-needed human proximity and 
readily-available technology. During our three-years of 
working together on how best to introduce and strength-
en gender/women studies in our higher education in-
stitutions, as part of the HESP Re-Set Gender Seminar 
carried out by Euro Balkan from Macedonia, we identi-
fied common themes and problems, visions and oppor-
tunities. Based on this, the article performs a clear divi-
sion between ossified, mainstream academic approaches 
that follow a “one-person-show” logic and a new one, for 
which we still have no name, but is one that favours criti-
cal against dogmatic thinking, productive confrontations 
against “don’t let’s shake things up” attitude. It is in this 
sense that the article walks the tightrope between con-
tingency and solidarity: whilst aware that the dominant 
structures themselves are contingent and “non-all,” con-
stantly needing to reproduce themselves based on iden-
tifying “the intruder”-the symptomatic foreign body-we 
also know that without our readiness to engage jointly 
in rethinking the ways of talking about what we do and 
do not know, we stand no chance in seizing the means of 
knowledge production.

This article, therefore, follows a double-move: it identi-
fies gender as the symptom of dominant ideologies in 
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ideologii vo zemjite koi{to se analizirani ovde, 
postavuvaj}i go kako le}a niz koja mo`e da se fokusi-
ra mo{ne potrebnata transformativna op{testvena 
kritika, i go realizira i dokumentira na{eto pov-
torno osvojuvawe na sredstvata za produkcija na 
znaewe, vo vistinskata tradicija na Valter Benja-
min (Walter Benjamin), vospostavuvaj}i vrska pome|u 
neuspe{nite bitki od minatoto i sega{nata bitka 
za op{testvena transformacija.

Slu~ajot na Bosna

Povoenata op{testveno-politi~ka scena vo Bosna i 
Hercegovina, pome|u prvite povoeni izbori odr`ani 
vo 1996 i poslednite izbori odr`ani vo septemvri 
2006 godina, se karakterizira so obidi da se vos-
postavi etni~ki balans pome|u trite konstitutiv-
ni narodi (Bosancite, Hrvatite i Srbite). Ne samo 
{to bitkata za takanare~enite “vitalni etni~ki 
interesi” predizvika etni~ka i ekonomska para-
liza, tuku predvodena od etno-nacionalisti~kite 
eliti, taa povtorno gi aktivira{e patrijarhalnite 
op{testveni vrednosti i tradicionalnata uloga na 
`enata vo op{testvoto. Taka, kako {to tvrdi Jasna 
Bak{i} Mufti}, “vo javniot diskurs, prodol`uva 
da se neguva mitot za `enata kako majka, doma}inka 
‘stolb na semejstvoto’ i seksualen predmet. Stereo-
tipnite ulogi na ̀ enite se prisutni vo u~ili{nite 
u~ebnici, vo mediumite, pri apliciraweto za rabo-
ta i vo drugi aspekti od javniot `ivot. Чestopati 
tokmu `enite go imaat ovoj stav, mo`ebi poradi toa 
{to ne razbiraat kade le`i problemot i do kolkav 
stepen mo`e da bidat pogubni rezultatite na vak-
vata diskriminacija, koja{to pred sè tie i ne ja 
do`ivuvaat kako diskriminacija”.1

the countries analysed here, setting it as a lens through 
which a much-needed transformative social critique may 
be focused; and it performs and documents our recaptur-
ing of the means of knowledge production in the region, 
and in a true tradition of Walter Benjamin, making con-
nection between past failed struggle and current struggle 
at social transformation.

The Case of Bosnia

The postwar socio-political scene in Bosnia and Herze-
govina, between the first postwar elections held in 1996 
and the last elections held in September 2006, is charac-
terised by attempts to establish ethnic balance of three 
constitutive peoples (the Bosniaks, the Croats, and the 
Serbs). Not only has the struggle over so-called ‘vital 
ethnic interests’ caused political and economic paralysis, 
but led by ethno-nationalist elites, it has also reactivated 
patriarchal social values and traditional role of women 
in society. Thus, as Jasna Bakšić Muftić asserts, “in pub-
lic discourse, a myth of the woman as mother, housewife, 
‘the pillar of the family’ and sexual object continues to 
be fostered. Stereotyped roles of women are present in 
school textbooks, in the media, when applying for jobs 
and other aspects of public life. It is very often women 
who maintain such an attitude, perhaps due to lack of 
understanding of where the problem lies and to what ex-
tent the results of such discrimination may be detrimen-
tal, which, above all, they do not perceive as discrimina-
tion.”1
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Vo ovoj kontekst ̀ enite re~isi kompletno se elimi-
nirani od politi~kiot `ivot,2 dodeka nekoi bitni 
pra{awa vo vrska so `enite, osobeno onie {to se 
odnesuvaat na rodovata ednakvost, se tretiraat kako 
poneva`ni vo sporedba so nekoi prekr{uvawa na os-
novnite ~ovekovi prava (kako vo slu~aite na povrat-
nicite i nivnite prava na imot). Me|utoa, pojavata 
na mnogu kompleksni pra{awa, prvenstveno vo vrs-
ka so `enite, dovede do osnovawe na mnogubrojni 
nevladini organizacii, koi neposredno po vojnata 
bea edinstvenite izvori na kriti~ki reakcii i ini-
cijativi za unapreduvawe, za{tita i sproveduvawe 
na `enskite prava. So ogled na toa {to Bosna i Her-
cegovina e potpisnik na site zna~ajni dogovori za 
~ovekovi prava, postoe{e postepen razvoj na svesta 
za toa kolku e neophodno da se usvojat i primenuvaat 
zakoni vo vrska so `enskite prava, pri {to zakonot 
za rodova ednakvost e osobeno va`en. Bea ofor-
meni agencii za rodova ednakvost: edna agencija 
na dr`avno nivo i dve agencii na nivo na entici-
tet, so {to se zavr{uva vladinata infrastruktura 
naso~ena kon podobruvawe na pozicijata na `enite 
vo Bosna i Hercegovina.

So postepenoto podignuvawe na svesta za `enskite 
prava i `enskite pra{awa, be{e osnovana i ponata-
mu se zajakna edna mala akademska zaednica, sostave-
na od univerzitetski profesorki i teoreti~arki, a 
vo nivnata rabota tie vklu~uvaa pra{awa so koi se 
zanimavaat rodovite studii. 

Pri naveduvaweto na inicijativite za voveduvawe 
na rodovi/`enski studii vo Bosna i Hercegovina, 
prvo treba da se spomene proektot zapo~nat od nev-
ladinata organizacija @ene @enama za `enskite 
studii “@arana Papi}” vo 1998 godina.3 Iako ovoj 
proekt, zamislen kako dvosemestralen kurs ~ija cel 

In this context, women have been almost completely 
eliminated from political life,2 while significant issues 
regarding women, particularly those relating to gen-
der equality, have been treated as inferior compared to 
certain violations of basic human rights (as in cases of 
returnees and their rights to property). However, the 
emergence of many complex issues, primarily related 
to women, has led to the establishment of a number of 
women’s NGOs, which were in the immediate aftermath 
of war the only sources of critical reactions and initia-
tives for the promotion, protection and implementation 
of women’s rights. Given that Bosnia and Herzegovina 
is a signatory to all significant human rights covenants, 
there has been a gradual development of the awareness 
of how necessary it is to adopt and implement laws re-
garding women’s rights, with the Law on Gender Equal-
ity being of particular importance. One state-level and 
two entity-level agencies for gender equality have been 
formed, which completes the government infrastructure 
aimed at the improvement of the position of women in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

With the gradual increase in awareness of the rights 
of women and women’s issues, a small academic com-
munity, comprised of female university professors and 
theorists, has been built and further strengthened and 
in their work they have incorporated issues dealt with 
through gender studies. 

In mapping the initiatives for the introduction of gen-
der/women’s studies in Bosnia and Herzeogovina, the 
first to mention is the project, started by the NGO Žene 
Ženama, of women’s studies “Žarana Papić” in 1998.3 Al-
though this project, envisaged as a two-semester course 
with the aim of familiarizing the participants with the 
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be{e da se zapoznaat u~esnicite so glavnite oblas-
ti na `enskite studii, oficijalno ne pripa|a{e na 
akademijata, sepak be{e izveden od strana na onie 
profesori od saraevskiot univerzitet koi gi osno-
vaa prvite rodovi studii na magistersko nivo vo 
septemvri 2006 godina. Vtoriot zna~aen proekt vo 
ramkite na ovaa nevladina organizacija za zajaknu-
vawe i unapreduvawe na izu~uvaweto na feminiz-
mot i rodot be{e osnovaweto na prvoto spisanie za 
feminizam vo Bosna i Hercegovina, nare~eno Patch-
work, koe{to prestana da se izdava poradi nedosti-
got i od minimalni finansiski sredstva.   
                                                                                  
U{te edna va`na inicijativa be{e formiraweto 
na Centarot za rodovi istra`uvawa4 vo ramkite 
na institucijata Forum Bosna, vo koja, osven or-
ganiziraweto na redovni predavawa od nekoi od 
najzna~ajnite teoreti~ari od regionot, be{e organi-
zirana i prvata Balkanska rodova konferencija, 
odr`ana vo Saraevo od 1 do 3 noemvri 2004 godina, 
i be{e objaveno prviot feministi~ki tom esei, 
nasloveni Predizvicite na feminizmot.

Sigurno, kamen-temelnikot na rodovite studii vo 
Bosna i Hercegovina e magisterskata programa za 
rodovi studii, zapo~nata vo sorabotka pome|u agen-
cijata za Rodova ednakvost i me|unarodnite dona-
tori, so me|unarodna akademska sorabotka i 30 stu-
denti. Ostanuva da se vidi vo koja nasoka }e se raz-
viva ovaa magisterska programa, no ima indikatori 
deka treba da se vlo`i pove}e trud vo razvivaweto i 
raboteweto na teoriskite aspekti. Vo vrska so ova, 
sorabotkata so mladi akademski kadri od regionot 
}e bide od su{tinsko zna~ewe za dolgoro~nata 
odr`livost na programata.

main areas of women’s studies, did not officially belong 
to the academia, it was carried out by those professors 
of the Sarajevo University who were to establish the first 
MA Gender Studies in September 2006. The second sig-
nificant project within this NGO of strengthening and 
promoting studying feminism and gender was the set-
ting up of the first BiH journal for feminism Patchwork, 
whose publication has come to an end due to lack of se-
curing even meagre funding.

Another important initiative was the forming of the Cen-
tre for Gender Research4 within the institution Forum 
Bosna, within which, in addition to arranging regular 
lectures with some of the most significant theorists from 
the region, was organised the fist Balkan gender con-
ference held in Sarajevo, 1-3 November 2004, and was 
published the fist BiH feminist edited volume of essays 
entitled Izazovi feminizma (Challenges of Feminism).

For sure, the milestone for gender studies in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is the MA Gender Studies programme, set 
up in the collaboration between the Gender Equality 
agency and international donors, with international aca-
demic cooperation working with 30 students. It remains 
to be seen which route this MA programme takes, but 
there are indicators that it needs to invest more efforts 
into developing and working on theoretical aspects. In 
relation to this, the collaboration of young academics 
from the region will be crucial for a long-term sustain-
ability of the programme.
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Slu~ajot na Hrvatska
-Otvoreno izrazen feminizam

Doa|aj}i do to~kata kade “praktikuvaweto na femi-
nizmot” vo akademijata poka`uva, po moe mislewe, 
zrela nau~na kultura i nivo na otvorenost, nadvor 
od rigidnite disciplinarni ramki, svesna sum 
deka proektot na akademski feminizam e izvetven 
spored misleweto na nekoi, a toa se onie koi gi 
izgubile svoite iluzii.5 Moeto li~no iskustvo e 
malku poinakvo: prikaznata na razo~aruvawe, no i 
na tvrdoglavost bi mo`ela da bide definicijata 
za mentalniot sklop na mnogu hrvatski feministi 
vo izminatata decenija. Vo istoriskiot pregled na 
feministi~koto dvi`ewe, akademskite dostignu-
vawa i aktivizmot vo poslednite {esnaeset godini 
vo Hrvatska, mora da se zeme predvid po{irokiot 
kontekst od op{testveni promeni, politi~ki i 
kulturni nemiri, yverstvata od vojnata i bavnoto 
napreduvawe kon period na povtorno mirno obmislu-
vawe i obnova na op{testvoto voop{to, vklu~uvaj}i 
gi akademskite zaednici, i osobeno “narodot”. Kra-
jot na tranzicijata, po~etokot na neoliberalnite 
ekonomii, kulturnata re-tradicionalizacija i 
procesot na pro{iruvawe na Evropa, nametnaa i/
ili pretstavuvaa predizvik za akademijata i statu-
sot na `enite.6 Pove}e od koga bilo, politi~ki e da 
se ka`e deka Hrvatskata akademija e mesto koe ne gi 
odrazuva `enskite/rodovite pra{awa na nikakov 
na~in, osven preku skromni individualni obidi. 
Prvo treba da se odbele`i deka ̀ enskite studii i ro-
dovite studii do sega ne bea integrirani vo akademi-
jata. Me|utoa, ova ne zna~i deka `enskite/rodovite 
studii, istra`uvawata na rodot, ili obrazovanieto 
ne bile predmet na javni raspravi i na praktikata 
vo izminatite {esnaeset godini (poglednete gi, na 
primer, aktivnostite na Centarot za `enski studii 

The Case of Croatia  
- Voicing Feminism

Coming to the point from where “professing feminism” 
in the academia shows, in my opinion, a mature scien-
tific culture and a level of openness, beyond rigid disci-
plinary frameworks, I am well aware that the project of 
academic feminism is worn out in some opinion of the 
others, those disillusioned ones.5 My personal experi-
ence is somewhat different: a story of disappointment as 
well as stubbornness could be a definition of the state 
of mind of many Croatian feminists in the last decade. 
While reviewing the history of the feminist movement, 
academic achievements, and activism in the last sixteen 
years in Croatia, one has to take into account the broader 
context of social changes, political and cultural perturba-
tions, war-atrocities, and slow progress towards a period 
of a peaceful rethinking and rebuilding of society in gen-
eral, including academic societies and its “folk,” in par-
ticular. The end of transition, the beginning of neoliberal 
economies, cultural re-traditionalization and European 
enlargement process, have all imposed and/or proposed 
a challenge to the academia and the status of women.6 
More than ever, it is political to state that Croatian aca-
demia is a place which does not mirror women’s/gender 
issues in any respect, apart from modest individual en-
deavours. The first point to be noted is that women stud-
ies, and gender studies, have not been integrated into 
the academia, by now. However, this does not imply that 
women/gender studies, gender based research, or edu-
cation have not been an issue of public debate and prac-
tice in the last sixteen years (see for example the Centre 
for women studies activities among others).7 Civil soci-
ety and women’s NGO’s were the first to voice politics 
of criticism and transnational feminist claims in relation 
to the mainstream politics. Normative prerequisites for 
gender mainstreaming have been met as late as 2003, 
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me|u drugoto).7 Gra|anskoto op{testvo i `enskite 
nevladini organizacii bea prvite koi otvoreno gi 
izrazija politikata na kritika i transnacionalni-
te feministi~ki barawa vo vrska so dominantnata 
politika. Normativnite barawa za integracija na 
na~elata za rodova ramnopravnost bea ispolneti 
duri vo 2003 godina, koga legislativata za polova 
ednakvost be{e usvoena vo parlamentot i harmo-
nizirana so onaa na zemjite od Evropskata Unija.
 

Nevladinite organizacii i aktivizmot

Poradi zaemnata povrzanost na mnogubrojni 
pri~ini, vojnata i sè pogolemata op{testvena ne-
sigurnost, `enskiot aktivizam be{e vo procut, a vo 
prvata polovina na 90-tite godini se pojavija mnogu-
brojni `enski nevladini organizacii vo Hrvatska, 
koi{to bea glavno finansirani od me|unarodni 
grantovi i donacii. Duri vo 1996 godina be{e vos-
postavena prvata programa za `enski studii. Se 
poka`a deka e polesno da se baraat promenite nad-
vor od akademijata i vladinite institucii. Golem 
broj rani feministi se soo~ija so potrebata da im 
pomognat na `enite i da se spravat so direktnite 
posledici od vojnata vo Hrvatska. Vo aktivnosta na 
`enskite nevladini organizacii glavno bea zasta-
peni pomagaweto, obezbeduvaweto zasolni{te, po-
dignuvaweto na svesta, obezbeduvaweto terapija za 
`enite koi imaa potreba od toa. Gordana,8 liderka 
na edna `enska nevladina organizacija vo Zagreb, 
so koja zboruvav, koga ja pra{av kako tie gi orga-
niziraa svoite aktivnosti i {to be{e najva`no za 
vreme na vojnata, se potseti na nekoi od tipi~nite 
aktivnosti karakteristi~ni za toa vreme, velej}i: 

im pomagavme na bosanskite begalki, obezbeduvaj}i 
im psiholo{ko sovetuvawe; isto taka, nie bevme vklu-

when legislation on sex equality was passed in the Parlia-
ment and harmonised with that of the EU countries.
 

NGOs and activism

Due to the interdependence of a wide number of reasons, 
war and growing social insecurity, women’s activism was 
flourishing and a number of women’s NGOs appeared in 
Croatia in the first half of the 90s, funded mostly by in-
ternational grants and donations. As late as 1996, first 
women’s studies programme was established. It proved 
to be easier to look for changes outside the academia and 
governmental buildings. A good deal of early feminists 
witnessed the need to help women and to deal with the 
immediate consequences of war in Croatia. The activ-
ity of women’s NGOs was dominated by helping, shelter 
providing, conscious raising, bringing therapy to needed 
women. Gordana,8 one of women’s NGO leaders in Za-
greb whom I spoke to, when I asked how they organised 
their activities and what was important during the war, 
she recalls somewhat typical activities representative of 
the time, stating: 

we would help Bosnian women refuges, providing psycho-
logical consulting, and humanitarian work, we were also in-
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~eni i vo humanitarna rabota (…) Bidej}i vladata 
im pomaga{e samo na hrvatskite begalci, nie im 
pomagavme na muslimankite vo kampovite. Go dobivme 
spisokot na begalski kampovi, vo 1995 godina, i 
vedna{ otidovme tamu. Isto taka, im pomagavme da gi 
pronajdat svoite rodnini koga tie }e dojdea vo Zagreb. 
(…). Vaka zapo~navme, so psiholo{ka pomo{ i grupi 
za samo-pomo{, sobirawe na `eni i razgovarawe (vo 
kampovite). (…) Potoa zapo~navme so odr`uvawe na 
prakti~ni predavawa za `eni koi `iveeja vo regionite 
kade voenite aktivnosti prestanaa. Be{e te{ko 
istovremeno da se raboti so ̀ eni od dve nacionalnosti. 
(…) Planiravme da odr`ime neutralni predavawa za 
zdravjeto, da obezbedime nekakva medicinska pomo{, 
da gi dobli`ime dvete grupi `eni edna do druga. (…) 
Duri i gi odnesovme zaedno vo kafeterija. Toa be{e 
interesno.

Logikata na aktivnostite na nevladinite organiza-
cii iznajde na~in da im obezbedi direktna pomo{ 
i emancipativna sila na mnogu `eni koi imaa 
potreba od toa. Aktivnostite bea osmisleni zemaj}i  
ja  predvid “vojnata” i prerasnaa od aktivnosti za 
isceluvawe na ranite vo mirno pomiruvawe. Za 
vreme na toj period, `enite koi organiziraa javni 
debati bea `eni-nau~nici koi se priklu~ile na 
gra|anskata scena i nevladinite organizacii, ne 
gledaj}i drug na~in kako da se izrazat (Barilar, 2001). 
Nekoi od nevladinite organizacii zapo~naa javni 
kampawi za ednakvosta na `enite koi se odvivaa vo 
tekot na deset godini, no i za politi~ki odluki i 
zakonodavstvo so koi }e se donesat i sprovedat za-
koni i politika za integracija na na~elata za ro-
dova ramnopravnost. Aktivizmot {to be{e prak-
tikuvan be{e “sekojdneven” aktivizam fokusiran 
na unapreduvaweto na `enskite prava. Bez isklu~ok, 
nevladinite organizacii se obiduvaa da go olesnat 
`ivotot na `enite i da gi napravat `enskite prava 

volved in. (…) Since the government has been helping only 
Croatian refugees we were helping Moslem women in the 
camps. We got the list of refugee camps, in 1995, and went 
there immediately. Also, we helped them look for their rela-
tives when they came to Zagreb.(…) That is how we started, 
with psychological help and self help groups, women gather-
ing and talking (in the camps).  (…) Later on we start giving 
lectures, practical once, for women who lived in the region 
where war activities ended. It was hard to work with wom-
en of two nationalities at the same time. (…) We planned 
to deliver neutral lectures on health, provide some medical 
help, to bring the two groups of women together. (…) We 
ever brought them to the coffee shop, together. That was in-
teresting.

The logic of NGO activities has found its way in provid-
ing immediate help and emancipatory strength to many 
women who have been in need. The activities were gov-
erned by “war” and turned from healing-wounds-activi-
ties to peaceful reconciliation. During that period wom-
en, who launched public debates, were female scholars 
who joined the civil scene and non governmental or-
ganizations finding no other way to express themselves 
(Barilar, 2001). Some of the NGOs started public cam-
paigns on women equality proceeding for ten years po-
litical decisions and legislation, which would pass and 
implement gender mainstreaming laws and politics. The 
activism that was practiced was “every day” activism fo-
cused on promotion of women’s rights. With no excep-
tion, NGOs attempted to make women’s livers easer and 
women’s rights a publicly recognised objective. Sanja 
from B.a.b.e. is another activist whose role in promoting 
debate on violence against women is of great importance. 
While she was sharing her experience and making pub-
lic her work with women who suffered domestic violence 

Mapping the Key Concepts in Gender Studies



Journal for Politics, Gender, and Culture Vol. 6 / No. 1 / Winter 2007

77

Identities

javno priznaena cel. Sawa od B.a.b.e. e u{te edna ak-
tivistka ~ija uloga vo promoviraweto na debatata 
za nasilstvo kon `enite e od golemo zna~ewe. Do-
deka taa go spodeluva{e svoeto iskustvo i & dava{e 
javnost na svojata rabota so `eni-`rtvi na semejno 
nasilstvo po vojnata, taa stana prepoznatliva javna 
li~nost, poznata po svojata borba za ednakvost. Vo 
nejziniot neodamne{en trud, bidej}i taa e edna od 
najrevnosnite feministki vo dr`avata, taa se gle-
da sebesi kako meta na antifeministi~ki reakcii, 
no isto taka, taa se soo~i i so mnogu feministi koi 
ne ja prifa}aa nejzinata rabota i nejzinata golema 
javna prisutnost koja stana premnogu vidliva. Iako 
dejnosta na Sawa be{e sekoga{ prosledena vo me-
diumite, za {to be{e okvalifikuvana kako “femi-
nist od {oubiznisot”, taa ostana cvrsto na svoite 
feministi~ki barawa i mnogu pove}e od toa. B.a.b.e. 
prerasna vo {iroko priznaena ̀ enska nevladina or-
ganizacija za pravno sovetuvawe, no Sawa ne be{e za-
dovolna so dominantniot diskurs na `rtva, sekoga{ 
baraj}i “poodgovorno gra|anstvo” koga stanuva zbor 
za nejzinoto prosuduvawe na `enite i nivnata uloga 
vo op{testvoto. Od druga strana, negativniot stav 
kon feminizmot e {iroko rasprostranet, tvrde{e 
Sawa. Mo`ebi pri~inata za ova le`i vo rigidnosta 
na op{testveno-kulturnata sredina predizvikana 
od vojnata i institucionalnata inercija vo imple-
mentiraweto i izvr{uvaweto na `enskite prava. 
Ona {to e neosporno evidentno e deka antagonizmot 
koj preovladuva sprema feminizmot se bazira na 
faktot {to voop{to ne se priznava legitimnosta na 
politikata na interesi na malcinskite grupi. Iako 
rabotea vo zaednicata i vo op{testvenata obnova, 
rabotata na feministite be{e osporuvana. Spored 
vesnicite, “Amazonkite [vo Hrvatska] se porazeni” 
i tie ne se tolku radikalni kako vo 70-tite i vo 80-
tite,9 feminizmot se pretvori vo “sedokos” `enski 
klub bez vizija za idninata.

after the war, she became a recognisable public figure, 
known for fighting for equality. In her recent work, as 
she is one of the most vocal feminists in the country, she 
finds herself an object of antifeminist backlash but also 
she meets repudiation of many feminist as for her work, 
which became to visible, as well as for extensive public 
appearance. While Sanja’s work was always covered by 
the media for what she was labelled as “showbusiness 
feminist,” she stayed very sharp on her feminist claims 
and more. B.a.b.e. became a widely recognisable legal 
counselling women’s NGO, but Sanja was not satisfied 
with prevailing victim discourse, always looking for more 
“responsible citizenship” when it comes to her judging 
women and their role in society. On the other hand, the 
negative attitude toward feminism is widespread, Sanja 
stated. It might be that the reason for this lays in rigidity 
of socio-cultural environment caused by the war, and in-
stitutional inertia in implementing and executing wom-
en’s rights. What is undoubtedly evident is that the pre-
vailing public antagonism towards feminism is based on 
not recognising at all legitimacy of minority-group inter-
est-politics. Though, working in the community, and in 
social rebuilding feminists were refuted for their work. 
According to newspapers, “Amazon women [in Croatia] 
are defeated” and they are not as radical as in the 70s 
and the 80s,9 feminism turned into “gray haired” wom-
en’s club with no directions for the future.
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Nekoi od aktivistite pove}e ne ~uvstvuvaat deka bi 
mo`ele da pridonesat za zna~ajni rezultati vo rabo-
tata vo zaednicata. Tie slegoa od “barikadite”, kako 
{to Tea, edna od aktivistkite, gorko konstatira{e 
za sebesi. Nevladinite organizacii prestanaa da 
funkcioniraat kako lek za vladinata nebre`nost, 
ili kako na~in za “mre`no servisirawe” i go svrtea 
fokusot od obezbeduvaweto na psiholo{ka pomo{ i 
uteha, kon izvr{uvaweto vlijanie vrz kreatorite na 
politikata preku aktivnosti na pritisok, koi imaa 
za cel op{testveni promeni.

Kon `ensko obrazovanie

Vo vtorata faza od nivnoto postoewe, nekade kon 
krajot na 90-tite godini, feministi~kite grupi in-
sistiraa na pra{awata za obrazovanieto. Upatuvaj}i 
gi svoite barawa na administracijata, kreatorite 
na politikata i univerzitetite, `enskite grupi 
zapo~naa da rabotat vo mirna sredina. 

Refleksivnata kniga raskazi, objavena od akti-
vistki koi se sobiraa okolu Centarot za `enski 
studii vo Zagreb, go svrtuva vnimanieto kon ovoj pe-
riod. Grupa aktivistki se prise}avaat na toa kako i 
zo{to tie se pridru`ile na scenata na gra|anskoto 
op{testvo i so godini aktivno vlijaele na promeni-
te vo op{testvoto. So svoeto zna~ajno ime Aktivi-
zam: Kako da se opismeni teorijata,10 ovaa kniga 
be{e objavena vo samizdat, ili alternativen pe~at, 
kako i mnogu drugi feministi~ki knigi vo Hrvat-
ska, i taa go opi{a ne samo procesot imanenten na 
sekoja tranziciona i post-totalitarna zemja koja se 
soo~ila so ra|aweto na gra|anskoto op{testvo, tuku 
i povtorno go svrte vnimanieto kon nepostoeweto 
vrska pome|u dvata odvoeni sveta na aktivizmot i 
akademijata.

Some of the activists feel no more that they could provide 
meaningful outcome in community based work. They got 
off the “barricades” as Tea, one of the activist, bitterly 
stated, for herself. NGOs stopped functioning as a reme-
dy for the governmental negligence, or “repair networks” 
and turned its focus from providing psychological help, 
and comforting, to influence policy makers by pressure 
activities, aiming towards societal change in general.

Toward the women’s education

In the second stage of their existence, sometimes at the 
end of the 90s, feminist groups reinforced issues of edu-
cation. Furthering their claims to administration, policy 
makers and universities, women’s groups started work-
ing in a peace environment. 

A reflexive book of narratives published by women activ-
ists gathered around the Centre for women studies in Za-
greb brings attention to this period. A group of female ac-
tivists recollected memories on how and why they joined 
the civil society scene and for years actively influenced 
changes in the society. Significantly named Activism, 
how to make theory literate10 this book was published 
in samizdat, or alternative press as many other feminist 
books in Croatia, and described not only the process im-
manent to any transitional and post totalitarian country 
which was facing a birth of civil society, but also brought 
attention back to the missing link between two separated 
worlds of activism and the academia.
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Tokmu vo ovoj kontekst mora da se posmatraat 
rodovite/`enskite studii vo Hrvatska, no isto 
taka, treba da se priznae deka skicava ima svoj ka-
rakteristi~en oblik. Feministi~koto obrazova-
nie vo Hrvatska prvo se rodi od aktivizmot i potoa 
zapo~na da za~ekoruva kon akademskite amfiteat-
ri.

Bidej}i na vremeto nema{e slobodoumni nastav-
ni planovi, nitu soodvetna nastavna praktika vo 
akademijata, da se bide miroven aktivist, hrabar 
gra|anin ~ija gra|anska dol`nost e unapreduvaweto 
na ~ovekovite prava,11 be{e razumen izbor za mnogu-
mina vklu~eni vo aktivizmot, se prise}ava edna ak-
tivistka.

Istovremeno anga`irani i so aktivizmot i na aka-
demijata, nau~nicite/aktivistite ili akademskite 
feministi go svrtea vnimanieto kon profesio-
nalnata diskriminacija, polovata statistika na 
univerzitetite, i kone~no, kon institucionali-
zacijata na `enskite studii.12

Navidum demokratiziranite univerzitetski struk-
turi stradaa od kompleksot na akademska izolacija, 
predo~uvaj}i im na site deka ̀ enskite studii “mnogu 
im dol`at na sostojbite i kulturite vo nivnite 
mati~ni institucii”13 i mati~ni op{testva.

Vo hrvatskiot nacionalen kontekst, `enskite stu-
dii vo golema mera zavisea ne samo od op{testvenoto 
dvi`ewe, tuku i od neraskinlivite li~ni vrski na 
eminentni feministi~ki aktivisti i akademi-
jata. Bidej}i specifikite gi nateraa vo eden mo-
ment da go odberat aktivizmot kako aktivnost na 
gra|anskoto op{testvo i kako na~in da se promovi-
raat idei koi ne mo`e{e da se prifatat vo akademi-

Along those very lines one has to think of gender/wom-
en studies in Croatia, as well as to acknowledge that the 
blueprint has its characteristic shape. Feminist education 
in Croatia was born out of activism first and then started 
to take its steps towards the academic lecture theatres.

Being a peace activist, a courageous citizen whose civil 
duty was to promote human rights,11 as there were no li-
bratory curricula or adequate pedagogy in the academia 
of the time, was a rational choice to many engaged in 
activism, recalls one woman activist.

Being simultaneously engaged in activism and the aca-
demia, scholars/activist or academic feminists, brought 
attention to occupational discrimination, gender statis-
tics at the universities, and finally institutionalisation of 
women’s studies.12

The seemingly democratised university structures suf-
fered from an ivory-tower complex, making everyone 
aware that women’s studies “owe much to conditions 
and cultures at their host institutions”13 and their host 
societies.
 
In the Croatian national context, women studies have 
largely been dependent not only on social movement, 
but also on indistinguishable personal relations of prom-
inent feminist activist and the academia. For specificities 
made them to choose at some point activism as a civil 
society activity and a path to promote ideas which could 
not be undertaken in the academia, Croatian feminist 
have established double loyalties to both academia and 
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jata, hrvatskite feministi neguvaa dvojna lojalnost 
i kon akademijata i kon aktivizmot. Mo`e da se ka`e 
deka nekoe vreme hrvatskite feministi bea dvojno 
optovareni poradi nivniot anga`man vo prakti~na 
aktivisti~ka rabota i na proekti koi bi pretstavu-
vale kompletno akademska i nau~no-istra`uva~ka 
i obrazovna aktivnost, da ne bea sprovedeni vo 
domenot na gra|anskoto op{testvo i da mo`ea da se 
dobijat na univerzitetite. Rabotej}i vo dve smeni, 
edna na nivnite akademski rabotni mesta i druga 
vo gra|anskiot sektor, nekoi od niv stanaa ambiva-
lentno lojalni. Bojnoto pole za priznavawe na 
feministi~kite barawa se prefrli vo akademskata 
sredina, kade se ~eka{e da se izbori priznavaweto, 
a postoe{e i bojnoto pole na gra|anskata scena, na 
koja ve}e mnogu se ima{e postignato. 

Primer na grupa `eni posveteni na obrazovanieto 
se `enite koi se sobiraa okolu Centarot za `en-
ski studii vo Zagreb, koi se primeri za nau~nici, 
no i za profesionalni aktivistki. Tie zapo~naa 
obrazovna programa za `enski studii u{te vo 1995 
godina, koja sè u{te ne e akreditirana. Centarot 
za `enski studii e zamislen da pretstavuva “edin-
stvena interdisciplinarna programa za `enite… 
koja ja poddr`uva me|usebnata povrzanost na teori-
jata, aktivizmot i umetnosta so cel da se stekne novo 
znaewe… kako i da se pottikne kriti~koto razmislu-
vawe i istra`uvawe na `enite.”14 @enskite studii, 
spored ovaa strategija, bi go unapredile obrazovani-
eto za odgovorno gra|anstvo, i kako obrazovanie koe 
sproveduva promeni. Predlogot be{e zasnovan na 
Svetskata deklaracija za visoko obrazovanie za 21 
vek; Vizija i Akcija od 1998 godina, koja uka`uva na 
neophodnosta od podobruvawe na statusot na `enite 
vo visokoto obrazovanie za da se obezbedi ednakvost 
i nediskriminatoren sistem. Nadvor od akademi-

activism. One can say that Croatian feminists were for 
some time doubly burdened by being engaged in practi-
cal activist work and projects of what would otherwise 
be full academic and scholarly research and education 
activity were it not for the fact that the activities were 
conducted in the civil society domain and could not be 
obtained within universities. While working two shifts, 
one at their academic posts, and the other in civil sector, 
some of them become ambivalently loyal. The battlefield 
for the recognition of feminist claims was dispersed in 
the academic setting, where the recognition has been 
waiting to be fought for, and there was civil scene battle-
field where much has been done. 

An exemplary group of women dedicated to education are 
women gathered around the Centre for Women’s Studies 
in Zagreb who are by and large examples of scholars and 
professional activist as well. They started an education-
al program in women’s studies as early as 1995, which 
has not yet been accredited. The Centre for women’s 
studies is meant to be a “unique interdisciplinary pro-
gram on women…which supports interconnectedness of 
theory, activism, and art in order to reach new knowl-
edge…as well as encourage critical thinking and research 
on women.”14 Women studies, as seen by this strategy, 
would promote the education for responsible citizen-
ship as well as education, which implements changes. 
The proposal was grounded on the World Declaration on 
Higher Education for the Twenty-first Century; Vision 
and Action from 1998, which is pointing to the necessity 
of improvement of the status of women in higher educa-
tion in order to ensure equality and non-discriminatory 
system. Both out of the academia, in non institutional 
setting and while trying to reach the academia, women’s 
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jata, vo neinstitucionalno opkru`uvawe i pri 
obidite da se dopre do akademijata, `enskite studii 
podrazbiraa promeni vo starite nastavni planovi 
za koi najmnogu bea osporuvani. 

Vo 2003 godina Centarot za `enski studii go 
zapo~na procesot na institucionalizacija na 
`enskite studii na Univerzitetot vo Zagreb kako 
avtonomna programa koja be{e odbiena bidej}i ja 
osporuva{e postoe~kata podelba na disciplinarni 
poliwa so svojata interdisciplinarnost, sorabot-
ka pome|u katedrite i hibridnosta na proektot, kako 
i so strastniot i kriti~ki nau~en model. Bidej}i 
proektot ne uspea vo administrativnata procedura, 
treba{e da se dozvolat integrativni `enski kur-
sevi na odredeni katedri, kako na~in za odbirawe 
na pomaloto zlo. Edni od prvite bea sociologija 
na rodot i sociologija na semejstvoto, izvedeni vo 
2003 godina na Katedrata za sociologija, pri Fi-
losofskiot fakultet na Univerzitetot vo Zagreb.

Vo me|uvreme, ili poto~no, pred nekolku nedeli, 
sosema slu~ajno, grupa `eni nau~nici i sorabotni-
ci na Centarot za `enski studii, no i ~lenovi na 
fakultetot bea prisutni na sostanok na rakovodnoto 
univerzitetsko telo na Fakultetot za humanisti~ki 
i op{testveni nauki vo Zagreb (porane{en Filo-
sofski fakultet). Sostanokot treba{e da mu pret-
hodi na godi{noto sobranie na Univerzitetskiot 
senat i Nacionalniot nau~en sovet koj treba{e 
da go promeni postoe~kiot zakon za podelbata na 
nau~nite oblasti. Kako nabquduva~i, bez pravo na 
glas, kako {to be{e vo mojot slu~aj, ovie nekolku 
`eni prerasnaa vo borci na frontot za rodovi i 
`enski studii, bidej}i im be{e ponudeno da go 
podnesat svoeto barawe za promena na zakonot. Im 
bea dadeni 30 minuti da sostavat barawe i da ja 

studies implied changes in old curricula for which they 
were disputed most. 

In 2003 Centre for Women’s Studies initiated the pro-
cess of institutionalisation of women’s studies at the 
University of Zagreb as an autonomous program, which 
was declined as it contested existing disciplinary fields 
division by its interdisciplinarity, interdepartmental co-
alitions, and hybridity of project, as well as by passionate 
and critical science model. As the project failed admin-
istrative procedure, integrative women’s courses were to 
be allowed at specific departments, ultimately as a way of 
lesser evil.  One of the first was the Sociology of Gender, 
and Sociology of Family, both delivered in 2003 at the 
Department of Sociology, Faculty of Philosophy Univer-
sity of Zagreb.

In the meantime, to be exact, few weeks ago, by mere 
chance, a group of women scholars and associates of 
the Centre for Women’s Studies, also faculty members 
found themselves in a meeting of a university governing 
body at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in 
Zagreb (used to be Faculty of Philosophy). The meeting 
was to precede an annual assembly of University Sen-
ate and National Council for Science which was about to 
change an existing law on the division of scientific fields. 
Being observers, with no right to vote, as it was in my 
case, those few women turned to be frontline fighters 
for gender and women’s studies as they were offered to 
add their request to change the law. They were given 30 
minutes to make a request and elaborate a need for the 
introduction of a new scientific field to the body of exist-
ing fields. The amendment to the law was meant to in-
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obrazlo`at potrebata za dodavawe na novo nau~no 
pole kon postoe~kite poliwa. Amandmanot na za-
konot treba{e da gi vovede rodovite studii kako 
interdisciplinarno nau~no pole. Nabrzina, tie 
sklopija edno barawe na dve stranici. 

Leto e, 2007 godina, i site se na leten odmor. Nekolku 
dena pred da go zavr{am ovoj trud dobiv elektronska 
po{ta od prijatelka, koja e i direktorka na Centarot 
za `enski studii vo Zagreb. Vo tri reda. Pi{uva{e: 
“Dragi prijateli. Amandmanot go napravi prviot 
~ekor. Nikoj ne se po`ali. Prorektorot potvrdi 
deka amandmanot }e bide oficijalno podnesen na 
Nacionalniot sovet, bidej}i be{e preliminarno 
odobren od Senatot. Ja ~ekame vtorata i kone~na od-
luka…”

Po toj moment, idninata na feminizmot na Uni-
verzitetot vo Zagreb izgleda{e nekako posvetla. 
Dodeka ja ~itav elektronskata po{ta, tivko se pod-
nasmevnav, za{to promenite povtorno zapo~naa 
na najneo~ekuvaniot na~in, potvrduvaj}i go anti-
darvinisti~kiot stav deka sre}ata e me|u najbitnite 
ne{ta vo nau~niot i feministi~kiot opstanok.

Slu~ajot na Crna Gora

Te{ko e da se izanalizira zadninata na rodovite 
studii vo Crna Gora i nejziniot (nedostig od) 
feministi~ki istorijat, i u{te pote{ko e da se 
odbele`at klu~nite koncepti bez da se zeme predvid 
op{testveno-politi~kiot kontekst. 

Sli~no na drugite delovi od balkanskiot region, oso-
beno so teritorijata na porane{na Jugoslavija (od 
o~igledni pri~ni), instituciite vo Crna Gora bea 

troduce gender studies as an interdisciplinary scientific 
field. In a rush, they wrapped up a two-page request. 

It is summer of 2007 and everyone is on a summer break.  
A few days before I finished this paper I got an e-mail 
from a friend and the director of Centre for Women’s 
Studies in Zagreb. A three-liner.  It says: “Dear friends. 
The amendment had gone through the first step. No one 
complained. The Vice Rector confirmed that the amend-
ment will be officially submitted to the National Council, 
since it had achieved preliminary approval by the Sen-
ate. We are waiting for the second and final decision…”

After that point, the future of feminism at University 
of Zagreb looked brighter, somehow. As I was reading 
the e-mail, I laughed silently for the changes again have 
been initiated in the most unexpected way, confirming 
an anti-Darwinist stance that luck is among the most im-
portant things in a scientific and feminist survival.

The case of Montenegro

It is rather difficult to provide an analysis of the back-
ground of gender studies in Montenegro and its (lack of) 
feminist history, and even more difficult to map the key 
concepts, without taking into account its socio-political 
context. 

Similarly to the other parts of the Balkan region, espe-
cially ex-Yugoslav territory (for obvious reasons), Mon-
tenegro’s institutions have been subject to socio-political, 
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podlo`eni na op{testveno-politi~ki, ekonomski i 
kulturni promeni nametnati od “tranziciskite re-
formi”. Ovie promeni istovremeno i go vklu~uvaat 
i se rezultat na neodamne{noto voeno minato i 
raspadot na Jugoslavija (vo 1990-tite), vklu~uvaj}i 
gi kako direktni posledici slednive pra{awa: 
obvinetite voeni zlostornici, politi~kata hege-
monija i oligarhija, geografskata i politi~kata 
fragmentacija, takanare~enata institucionalna 
harmonizacija (prvo so drugiot sojuzni~ki partner 
– Srbija, sega kako novosozdaden nezavisen entitet, 
no i so evropskite standardi), potragata za sopstven 
(ne- ili multi-) nacionalen (i gra|anski) iden-
titet, oddelno od Srbija i seto toa vo edna (ve}e) 
osiroma{ena zemja, ~ie pqa~kosuvawe od strana na 
malkutemina oligarsi sè u{te prodol`uva na mnogu 
nivoa i ramni{ta pod prevezot na “voveduvaweto 
na neo-liberalnite ekonomii i sproveduvawe-
to na procesot na tranzicija”. Sogledano vo eden 
po{irok regionalen kontekst, kako {to e procesot 
na pro{iruvawe na Evropa i razli~nite reformski 
programi, vklu~uvaj}i gi mnogubrojnite obrazovni 
reformi vo akademskoto milje, Crna Gora e, pov-
torno, sli~na na ostanatite dr`avi od porane{na 
Jugoslavija. Promenite vo akademskata ramka se 
konfrontiraat so predizvicite na nasledeniot 
obrazoven sistem, hierarhiskite strukturi na aka-
demska mo} i proizvolno razbraniot koncept na av-
tonomija na univerzitetite.  
                                   
Nekoi teoreti~ari ve}e so optimizam zboruvaat za 
“krajot na tranzicijata” vo celiot region, no jas sum 
sklona da mislam deka Crna Gora, kako i drugite 
balkanski dr`avi, ne izminala nitu polovina od 
svojot proces na tranzicija. Mnogu reformi i pro-
meni ~ekaat da bidat primeneti, }e treba doprva da 
nastapi golemata institucionalna obnova i napre-

economic and cultural changes imposed by “transitional 
reforms.” These changes both include and result from 
the recent war past and the disintegration of Yugoslavia 
(the 1990s), entailing as direct consequences the follow-
ing issues to deal with: indicted war criminals, political 
hegemony and oligarchy, geographic and political frag-
mentation, so-called institutional harmonisation (first 
with the other Union partner – Serbia, now as a newly-
created independent entity, but also with the European 
standards), search for its own (non or multi-) national 
(and civil) identity, separately from Serbia, all this in 
an (already) impoverished country, the looting of which 
still continues at many levels and strata by the few oli-
garchs under the veil of the “introduction of neo-liberal 
economies and the implementing of the process of tran-
sition.” When viewed in a broader regional context, such 
as European enlargement process and various reform 
programmes, including the many educational reforms 
in the academic milieu, Montenegro is, again, similar 
to the other ex-Yugoslav countries. The changes in the 
academic framework are confronted with challenges to 
its inherited education system, hierarchical structures of 
academic power and the randomly understood concept 
of the autonomy of Universities.

Some theorists already optimistically talk about the “end 
of transition” in the whole region, but I am inclined to 
think that Montenegro, as well as other Balkan countries, 
has not even traversed half-way of its transition process. 
Many reforms and changes are waiting to be implement-
ed, much institution re-building and progress in the field 
of dealing with war crimes and development of peace-
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dok na poleto na spravuvaweto so voenite zlostorst-
va i razvojot na mirno i nenasilno razre{uvawe na 
konfliktot, vo nasoka na gradewe na tolerancija 
pome|u multietni~kite, multireligiskite i multi-
nacionalnite zaednici i stabilizacijata na mirot 
vo regionot. 

Zatoa feministi~kite dvi`ewa i koncepti vo 
prete`no ruralnata Crna Gora se nezamislivi bez 
postavuvawe, zacrtuvawe i definirawe (vo detali?) 
na op{testveno-politi~ko-ekonomskiot kontekst, 
stepenot i fazata na reformite koi se implemen-
tiraat, zakonodavnata ramka za institucionalniot 
razvoj, tuku sekoga{ se razgleduvaat vo tesna vrska 
so drugite balkanski dr`avi, osobeno onie sosed-
nite od porane{na Jugoslavija. Me|utoa, isto taka 
e va`no da se zeme predvid deka stepenot i opsegot 
na razvojot i promenite koi se (ne)sprovedeni mo`e 
da varira od edna do druga zemja. Feministi~koto 
dvi`ewe i teorija mo`e da imaat mnogu malo vli-
janie i odglas vo zemja koja e sè u{te nesposobna 
da se spravuva so svoite odgovornosti/involvi-
ranost vo neodamne{nata vojna, so apseweto/javno-
to izlo`uvawe na voenite zlostornici, so odvoju-
vaweto na crkovnoto od svetovnoto, pri {to sè u{te 
se neguva i se `ivee spored “epskata i herojska” 
voena tradicija i (“kulturno”) nasledstvo i se sla-
vat tradicionalnite ideali/koncepti za ma{koto 
“~ojstvo i juna{tvo” (slobodniot prevod bi bil 
“ma`estvena ~esnost i heroizam”), karakteristi~ni 
za crnogorskiot etno-kulturen kontekst. 
                                                             
@enski/rodovi studii dosega ne bile integrirani 
vo akademijata. Nitu pak, dosega, feministi~kite/
rodovite dvi`ewa i teorii bile temi na javni 
raspravi, ili predmet na kakvo bilo (strukturira-
no) konzistentno nau~no istra`uvawe.

ful and non-violent conflict resolution yet lie ahead to be 
made, towards tolerance-building among multi-ethnic, 
multi-religious and multi-national communities and sta-
bilisation of peace in the region. 

Feminist movements and concepts in the predominantly 
rural Montenegro  are, therefore, inconceivable without 
setting, mapping and defining (in detail?) the socio-po-
litico-economic context, the degree and stage of reforms 
implemented, legislative framework of institutional de-
velopment, but always approaching it in liaison with oth-
er Balkan countries, especially ex-Yugoslav, neighbour-
ing, ones. However, it is also important to bear in mind 
that the degree and scope of the development and chang-
es (not) implemented may vary from one country to the 
other. Little impact or resonance can feminist movement 
and theory have in a country still incapable of dealing 
with its responsibilities/involvement in the recent war, 
with arresting/publicly exposing war criminals, with 
separating the clerical from the secular, still cherishing 
and thriving on the “epic and heroic” war tradition and 
(“cultural”) heritage, and glorifying the ideals/concepts 
of male “čojstvo & junaštvo” (free translation would be 
“manly honesty and heroism”) tradition, specific to the 
Montenegrin ethno-cultural context.

Women/gender studies have not been integrated into 
the academia so far. Nor have, up to now, feminist/gen-
der movements and theories been the topics of public 
debates, nor constituted the interest of any (structured) 
consistent scholarly research.

Mapping the Key Concepts in Gender Studies
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No, Crna Gora e zemja na mnogu kontradiktornosti. 
Za ~udo, prikaznata za crnogorskite `enski/rodovi 
studii zapo~nuva vo 1996 godina na akademijata – vo  
“institucionaliziran oblik” – za razlika od dru-
gite dr`avi od porane{na Jugoslavija, no potoa se 
vra}a vo nevladiniot sektor. Da bidam poprecizna i 
pojasna (vsu{nost onolku jasna kolku {to i mo`am da 
bidam, bidej}i mnogu od informaciite vo ova pole 
nedostigaat ili se netransparentni), crnogorskiot 
proekt za institucionalizacija na rodovite studii 
zapo~na so inicijativata i pomo{ta na dare`livite 
norve{ki donatori, vo srceto na akademijata – na 
Pravniot fakultet: be{e odr`an sostanok na koj 
prisustvuvaa eminentni pretstavnici od Univer-
zitetot, norve{ki pretstavnici (i preveduva~i); 
be{e izrabotena programa za rodovi studii, odobre-
na i potpi{ana od strana na toga{niot rektor na 
univerzitetot, g-din Obradovi}. Izleze deka ova e 
kompleten neuspeh, bidej}i nitu eden kurs, nitu eden 
modul ili semestar ne be{e organiziran, nitu edna 
`ena ne mina niz vratata na “institucionalizira-
nite crnogorski ̀ enski/rodovi studii”. Ironi~no, 
Crna Gora, najsiroma{nata od site porane{ni jugo-
slovenski republiki i obi~no poslednata na spi-
sokot za kakvi bilo pozitivni promeni, za prvpat 
mo`e{e da bide prvata me|u tie republiki {to }e 
obezbedi lesen i eleganten vlez na `enskite/rodo-
vite studii vo akademijata. No, ne uspea da go stori 
toa. Objasnuvawata za ova (ne)slu~uvawe/incident 
i den-denes ostanuvaat nejasni. Treba{e da bide 
“lesno i elegantno” bidej}i prethodno ne postoeja 
feministi~ki/`enski studii, nitu pak konzistent-
no izrazeno feministi~ko dvi`ewe ili tradicija, 
i zatoa nema{e nikakvo znaewe od oblasta, nitu po-
tencijalno protivstavuvawe na istoto. Vo kontek-
stot na edna takva oskudna feministi~ka situacija, 
rodovite studii verojatno im zvu~ele “moderno, 

But Montenegro is a country of many contradictions. Pe-
culiarly, the story of Montenegrin women/gender studies 
starts in 1996 in the academia – in its “institutionalised 
form” – unlike other ex-Yugoslav states, but then returns 
to the NGO sector. To be more precise and clear (actually 
as clear as I can be, since much information is missing or 
is non-transparent in this field), the Montenegrin project 
of gender studies institutionalisation started, with the 
initiative of and generous Norwegian donors’ help, at the 
heart of the academia – at the Faculty of Law: a meeting 
was held including prominent University officials, Nor-
wegian representatives (and translators); a gender-study 
programme was made, approved and signed by the then 
University Rector, Mr. Obradović. This turned out to be 
a complete failure, as not one course, not one module, or 
semester was organised, not one woman passed through 
the door of the “institutionalised Montenegrin women/
gender studies.” Ironically, Montenegro, the poorest of 
all former Yugoslav republics and usually last on the list 
of any positive changes, might have been for once the first 
among those Republics to ensure an easy and smooth 
entrance of women/gender studies into the Academia. 
But it failed to do so. Explanations for this (non)event/
incident remain obscured still today. It was supposed to 
be “easy and smooth” because there was no pre-exist-
ing feminist/women studies nor consistently expressed 
feminist movement or tradition, therefore no knowledge 
in the matter or potential opposition to it. In the light 
of such already poor feminist situation, gender studies 
probably sounded “modern, neo-liberal and trendy” to 
the University officials (the role of the translator is not 
to be undermined) and those “uninformed” academic 
men in black suits probably did not know what they were 
signing. When someone finally “woke up,” they may have 
realised what (empowerment) that could mean for the 
women of Montenegro. The signed “paper” was lost and 
nobody ever mentioned it again, as if it had never existed 
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neo-liberalno i trendovski” na pretstavnicite od 
univerzitetot (ne treba da se potceni nitu ulogata 
na preveduva~ot) i tie “neinformirani” lu|e od aka-
demijata vo crni odela verojatno ne ni znaele {to 
potpi{uvaat. Koga nekoj kone~no “se razbudil”, tie 
sfatile {to (zajaknuvawe) mo`e ova da pretstavuva 
za `enite od Crna Gora. Potpi{aniot “dokument” 
be{e izguben i nikoj pove}e ne go spomna, kako niko-
ga{ i da ne postoel (iako nekoj “gi zede (norve{kite) 
pari i izbega” – vo stilot na grabe`ite na banki od 
filmovite na Vudi Alen).

Ovde e potrebno edno pojasnuvawe: iako mojot stil 
mo`e pove}e da prilega na fikcija otkolku na 
akademski tekst, jas bi sakala da gi ubedam moite 
~itateli deka ovoj trud se bazira na mnogubrojni 
razgovori so lu|e koi go rakovodele gorespomena-
tiot neuspe{en proekt za rodovi studii, koi mo`ebi 
ne se soglasuvaat okolu nekoi aspekti, no jas ovde gi 
izlo`iv samo onie “fakti” so koi site tie se sogla-
sija. Ovie lu|e od Univerzitetot koi go rakovodea 
ovoj neuspe{en proekt negiraa kakva bilo obrazovna 
korist ili i najmala povrzanost so toj golem “bau~” 
(najstra{noto seni{te) na Balkanot – feminizmot 
i feministi~kata teorija.

Po ovoj akademski rodov neuspeh, nevladiniot sek-
tor go zazema primatot vo rodovoto obrazovanie vo 
2001 godina, poto~no, edna organizacija – “Anima” 
od Kotor, grad vo centarot na crnogorskiot zaliv 
Boka. “Anima” osnova{e eksperimentalni `enski 
studii (prvi vo Crna Gora) – sosema besplatni za 
studenti (vklu~uvaj}i smestuvawe i hrana) -  so pro-
grama od dvanaeset vikend seminari (koi gi pokrivaa 
temite: “A, B, V, G… na feminizmot”, “`enite i 
mo}ta/patrijarhatot”, “`enite i jazikot”, “`enite 
i religijata”, “`enite i mediumite” itn.). [kola-

(although somebody “took the (Norwegian) money and 
ran” – in a Woody Allen-esque bank robbery style). 

A clarification needs to be made here: although my style 
may resemble more fiction than academic writing, I 
would like to assure my readers that this piece of writing 
is based on numerous talks with people in charge of the 
above-mentioned failed gender studies project, who may 
disagree on certain points, but I have provided here only 
those “facts” they all agree on. These University people 
in charge of this failed project rejected any educational 
use of or slightest association with that big “bauk” (the 
most frightening spectre) in the Balkans – feminism and 
feminist theory.

After this Academic gender failure, the NGO sector takes 
the gender education lead in 2001, more precisely one or-
ganisation – “Anima” from Kotor, a town at the centre of 
the Montenegrin Boka bay. “Anima” set up experimental 
women studies (first in Montenegro) – completely free 
of charge for students (including the accommodation 
and food) - with the programme of twelve weekend semi-
nars (covering the topics of: “A, B, C, D… of feminism,” 
“women and power/patriarchy,” “women and language,” 
“women and religion,” “women and media” etc.). The 
school relies mainly on feminist guest lecturers from the 

Mapping the Key Concepts in Gender Studies
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ta se potpira glavno na feministi~ki predava~i-
gosti od regionot na porane{na Jugoslavija ({to, 
osven logisti~ka prednost, isto taka gi olesnuva i 
lingvisti~kite aspekti na predavanite kursevi), 
no i jas sum edna od predava~ite tamu. Mo`e da se 
ka`e deka programata dosega be{e uspe{na, bidej}i 
brojot na zainteresirani studenti e vo porast, iako 
sudbinata na programata zavisi od buxetot na dona-
torite. Postoi, sepak, ogromno protivstavuvawe od 
strana na etabliranite univerzitetski profesori, 
osobeno od katedrite za op{testveni nauki, koi go 
potcenuvaat vakviot “neakademski” nastaven plan. 
Vsu{nost, postoi zna~itelno protivstavuvawe kon 
celiot ̀ enski nevladin sektor od strana na akadem-
skiot establi{ment.  
                                          
Periodot po 1990-tite godini svedo~i za procu-
tot na drugi `enski nevladini organizacii vo os-
tanatite delovi na Crna Gora, koi se zanimavaa so 
razni `enski/rodovi pra{awa (za podignuvawe na 
svesta), t.e. obezbeduvawe na zasolni{ta za `enite 
`rtvi na semejno nasilstvo (brojni SOS organiza-
cii), `ensko zdravje, vrabotuvawe i aktivnosti na 
socijalna rabota. Site tie bea mo{ne uspe{ni vo 
svojata rabota. No, sli~na e situacijata i vo dru-
gite dr`avi vo regionot na porane{na Jugoslavi-
ja. Ona {to mo`ebi e specifi~no za crnogorskiot 
kontekst e toa {to mnozinstvoto od ovie nevladini 
organizacii se, vo najdobar slu~aj, sè u{te nein-
formirani za feministi~kite idei ili za toa {to 
feminizmot(-mite) e (se), ili duri otvoreno im se 
protivstavuvaat na (malkute) “luti feministki” od 
drugite nevladini organizacii i se distanciraat 
od kakov bilo feministi~ki diskurs ili retorika 
vo javnost. U{te edna crnogorska specifika mo`e 
da bide toa {to ima mnogu malku javni raspravi za 
(institucionalizacijata na) `enskite/rodovite 
studii, bidej}i `enskite nevladini organizacii 

ex-Yugoslav region (which, apart from logistical advan-
tages, also facilitates linguistic aspects of courses taught) 
and I am one of the lecturers there.  The programme can 
be said to be a success so far, as the number of inter-
ested students is increasing, although the destiny of the 
programme depends on the donors’ budget. There is, 
however, an enormous opposition from the mainstream 
University professors, especially from social science de-
partments, who look down on such a “non-academic” 
curriculum. There exists, actually, a considerable oppo-
sition to the whole women’s NGO sector from the aca-
demic establishment.

The period of the 1990s onwards witnesses the flour-
ishing of other women NGOs in the remaining parts of 
Montenegro also, dealing with various (consciousness 
raising) women/gender issues, i.e. providing shelter for 
female victims of family violence (numerous SOS organi-
sations), women’s health, employment and social work 
activities. They have all been very successful in their 
work. But this is also similar in the rest of the ex-Yugo-
slav region. What may be Montenegrin context-specific 
is that most of these NGOs are, at best, still in the dark as 
to the feminist ideas or about what feminism(s) is (are), 
or even openly oppose (the few) “feminist angry women” 
from other NGOs and dissociate themselves from any 
feminist discourse or rhetoric publicly. Another Monte-
negrin specificity may be that there is very little public 
debate about the (institutionalisation of) women/gender 
studies, as women NGOs still remain rather non-visible 
(largely disregarded, ridiculed or ignored by the main 
printed or electronic media) and (sometimes deliber-
ately) choose to be ghettoised. The concepts and possi-
bilities of NGO networking, cooperation, and solidarity 
belong to the domain of fiction.
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The Case of Slovenia

The map of feminist/women’s/gender initiatives, organ-
isations and especially institutions at the level of higher 
education has a several main points in Slovenia. In re-
cent years, we could trace a certain number of feminist 
initiatives, particularly in the NGO sector, as well as, a 
number of women’s organisations - humanitarian, social, 
political, cultural or artistic and finally a few examples 
of gender syllabus implemented in the higher education 
system. Although the focus is on gender studies, it is nec-
essary to mention all other feminist/women’s activities 
and actions, because they are still a common ground for 
further theoretical, critical, as well as, epistemological 
interventions in the more or less interdisciplinary field of 
gender studies and research.15 After a short presentation 
of significant gender points localized and institutional-
ised in Slovenia, I will try to emphasize some critical per-
spectives considering gender studies ‘here and now’ and 
to re/open some questions about importance and em-
powerment of gendered knowledge in future academic 
curricula, especially after the Bologna process and about 
possible techniques of its improvements and transfers 
under neo-liberal demand – knowledge as product of in-
terest.

sè u{te ostanuvaat prili~no nevidlivi (dosta zane-
mareni, ismejuvani ili ignorirani od glavnite 
pi{ani ili elektronski mediumi) i (ponekoga{ 
namerno) odbiraat da se getoiziraat. Konceptite i 
mo`nostite za mre`na sorabotka i solidarnost vo 
nevladiniot sektor pripa|aat vo domenot na fikci-
jata.

Slu~ajot na Slovenija

Mapata na feministi~kite/`enskite/rodovite 
inicijativi, organizacii i osobeno institucii 
na nivoto na visokoto obrazovanie ima nekolku 
glavni odrednici vo Slovenija. Vo izminatite ne-
kolku godini, mo`evme da prosledime odreden broj 
feministi~ki inicijativi, osobeno od nevladiniot 
sektor, kako i od ̀ enskite organizacii - humanitar-
ni, socijalni, politi~ki, kulturni ili umetni~ki, 
i kone~no, nekolku primeri za rodova nastavna 
programa, primeneta vo sistemot na visokoto obra-
zovanie. Iako fokusot e na rodovite studii, neop-
hodno e da se spomenat i site drugi feministi~ki/
`enski aktivnosti i dejnosti, bidej}i tie se 
sepak zaedni~ka osnova za ponatamo{ni teoriski, 
kriti~ki, kako i epistemolo{ki intervencii vo 
pove}e ili pomalku interdisciplinarnoto pole na 
rodovite studii i istra`uvawa.15 Po kratkoto pret-
stavuvawe na zna~ajnite rodovi odrednici locira-
ni i institucionalizirani vo Slovenija, }e se obi-
dam da potenciram nekoi kriti~ki perspektivi vo 
vrska so rodovite studii “ovde i sega” i (povtorno) 
da otvoram nekoi pra{awa za va`nosta i zajaknu-
vaweto na rodovoto znaewe vo idnite akademski 
nastavni planovi, osobeno po Bolowskiot proces, 
kako i za mo`nite tehniki za podobruvawe i trans-
fer pod neo-liberalnata pobaruva~ka – znaeweto 
kako produkt na interes.

Mapping the Key Concepts in Gender Studies
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Research and Teaching in Gender Studies 

The contemporary interest in education, which was sen-
sitive at the time16 to gender studies and to the culture 
of gender, created a favourable environment for the in-
troduction of a new interdisciplinary field which deals 
with gender in regional, European and other cultures in 
historical and other perspectives. The interdisciplinary 
researches in feminism and gender, different kind of un-
dergraduate/graduate modules and courses and several 
postgraduate programmes in gender studies are offered 
by several institutions of higher education, such as:

1. Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana introduced 
first undergraduate courses in women studies at De-
partment of philosophy, Department of sociology and 
Department of German Language and Literature. Lat-
er on, a special interdisciplinary programme “Women 
Studied and Feminist Theory” was established by 
Milica G. Antić, Eva D. Bahovec, and Neva Slibar. 

2. Faculty for Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana 
launched also a number of undergraduate and gradu-
ate courses, such as “Feminism and Sociology” “Soci-
ology of Gender” or “Anthropology of Gender,” deal-
ing with gender issues at the Department of Sociology 
and the Department of Cultural studies (Tanja Rener, 
Zdenka Sadl, Maca Jogan, Karmen Šterk).

3. Faculty of Social Work, University of Ljubljana intro-
duced gender studies within the undergraduate cur-
riculum: “Gender Issues in Social Work: Women and 
Men in Social Work” (Darja Zaviršek), and developed 
innovative approach by topics, such as: women and 

Istra`uvawe  i  predavawe na rodovi studii
 
Sovremeniot interes za obrazovanieto, koe na vreme-
to ima{e sluh16 za rodovite studii i za rodovata 
kultura, sozdade povolna klima za voveduvaweto na 
novo interdisciplinarno pole koe se zanimava so 
rodot vo regionalnata, evropskata i drugite kul-
turi vo istoriska i drugi perspektivi. Interdis-
ciplinarnite istra`uvawa na feminizmot i rodot, 
razli~ni vidovi dodiplomski/poslediplomski 
moduli i kursevi i nekolku poslediplomski pro-
grami za rodovi studii se ponudeni od nekolku vi-
sokoobrazovni institucii, kako {to se:

1. Filosofskiot fakultet pri Univerzitetot vo 
Qubqana gi vovede prvite dodiplomski kursevi 
po `enski studii na Katedrata za filosofija, 
Katedrata za sociologija i Katedrata za ger-
manski jazik i literatura. Podocna, specijalna 
interdisciplinarna programa “@enski studii i 
feministi~ka teorija” be{e osnovana od  Mili-
ca G. Anti}, Eva D. Bahovec i Neva Slibar. 

2. Fakultetot za op{testveni nauki, pri Univer-
zitetot vo Qubqana isto taka vovede golem broj 
dodiplomski i poslediplomski kursevi koi se 
zanimavaat so rodovi pra{awa, kako {to se “Femi-
nizam i sociologija” “Sociologija na rodot” ili 
“Antropologija na rodot” na Katedrata za soci-
ologija i Katedrata za kulturologija (Tawa Rener, 
Zdenka Sadl, Maca Jogan, Karmen [terk).               
                                                                                                     

3. Fakultetot za socijalna rabota pri Univer-
zitetot vo Qubqana vovede rodovi studii vo ram-
kite na dodiplomskiot nastaven plan: “Rodovi 
pra{awa vo socijalnata rabota: `enite i ma`ite 
vo socijalnata rabota” (Darja Zavir{ek), i razvi 
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homelessness, women’s autobiographies, feminist so-
cial work. Several courses in gender studies are avail-
able also on graduate level (Darja Zaviršek, Vesna 
Leskošek, Mojca Urek). 

4. Peace Institute in the fields of gender studies and 
politics, and social policies initiated studies and ex-
pert analysis for NGOs and governmental institutions 
combining professional, voluntary and activist work 
relating to gender issues (Vlasta Jalušič). The Work-
ers’ and Punks’ University (the alternative youth edu-
cational centre in the Peace institute) offer also the 
feminist reader seminar from this academic year.

5. Institutum Studiorum Humanitatis, Faculty for Grad-
uate Studies in Humanities developed a graduate pro-
gramme (the first in the region) in the Anthropology 
of Gender (Svetlana Slapšak). Mostly well structured, 
open, coordinated with new theoretical framework, 
those studies are allied with the regional and Euro-
pean (as well worldwide) academic networks (the 
Marie Curie Early Stage PhD Training Programme, 
the first Erasmus Mundus Master in Women’s and 
Gender Studies in Europe, the Socrates Thematic Net-
work Project Athena-coordination of the Red Athena 
project dealing with Yugoslav feminism 1919-1991).

inovativen pristap preku temi kako {to se: ̀ eni-
te i bezdomni{tvoto, `enski avtobiografii, 
feministi~ka socijalna rabota. Nekolku kurse-
vi po rodovi studii se isto taka dostapni i na 
poslediplomsko nivo (Darja Zavir{ek, Vesna 
Lesko{ek, Mojca Urek). 

4. Mirovniot institut, na poleto na rodovite stu-
dii i politika, kako i na poleto na socijalna-
ta politika vovede studii i stru~na analiza za 
nevladinite organizacii i vladinite institu-
cii, kombiniraj}i profesionalna, dobrovol-
na i aktivisti~ka rabota vo vrska so rodovite 
pra{awa (Vlasta Jalu{i}). Rabotni~kiot i pan-
kerski univerzitet (alternativniot mladin-
ski obrazoven centar pri Mirovniot institut) 
od ovaa akademska godina nudi i feministi~ki 
seminar.

5. Institutum Studiorum Humanitatis,  Fakultet za 
poslediplomski studii vo humanisti~kite nauki 
izraboti poslediplomska programa (prvata vo 
regionot) po Antropologija na rodot (Svetlana 
Slap{ak). Glavno dobro strukturirani, otvoreni, 
koordinirani so nova teoriska ramka, ovie stu-
dii se povrzani so regionalnite i evropskite (pa 
i svetskite) akademski mre`i (programata Marie 
Curie Early Stage PhD Training, prvata magisterska 
programa vo `enski i rodovi studii vo Evropa 
na Erasmus Mundus, tematskiot mre`en proekt 
Athena na programata Socrates - koordinacija na 
proektot Red Athena koj se zanimava so jugoslo-
venskiot feminizam od 1919 do 1991 godina).

Mapping the Key Concepts in Gender Studies
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Contextualisation of gender studies

Although a good impression or successful “advertise-
ment” could be made by those short descriptions of im-
plemented gender programmes, both institutions and 
professors supporting them face a new patriarchal wave 
closely linked with “restored” nationalism, coming with 
the EU membership, a right-wing party in power, and 
the logic of neo-liberal capitalism. Instead of research, 
teaching, developing new disciplines, professors, and 
particularly young researchers and potential assistants, 
should be at the first place good managers, who are ex-
pected to provide the financial support for projects and 
programmes, as well to convince officials (such as Slov-
enian research agency17) that their programs are of ‘na-
tional’ interest for Slovenia and finally to attract future 
students by a set of commercial tools. The international 
trade liberalization of the higher education (as a con-
sequence of GATS18) which pervert educational institu-
tions into a service sector, also affects the field of gender 
studies, the consequences of which will be more evident 
particularly after the implementation of Bologna. 

Today, teaching in the field of gender studies in Slovenia, 
despite the fact that those programmes are included in 
the academic curricula (Faculty of Philosophy, Faculty 
of Social Work, Faculty of Social Sciences, Institutum 
Studiorum Humanitatis – Ljubljana Graduate School in 
Humanities, Institute for Peace) becomes less engaging 
for new generations of graduate students and researches 
in the field. Due to the “rebirth” of the patriarchal and 
traditional values, nationalist discourse and misogyny, 
established by the media, by the church and state politics 
and by the public opinion consequently twisted by the 

Kontekstualizacija na rodovite studii

Iako mo`e da se ostavi dobar vpe~atok ili da se 
napravi uspe{na “reklama” preku onie kratki 
opisi na implementiranite rodovi programi,  ins-
tituciite i profesorite koi gi poddr`uvaat se 
soo~uvaat so nov patrijarhalen bran, tesno povr-
zan so “obnoveniot” nacionalizam, koj{to doa|a so 
~lenstvoto vo EU, desni~arskata partija na vlast i 
logikata na neo-liberalniot kapitalizam. Namesto 
istra`uvawe, nastava, razvivawe novi disciplini, 
profesori, i osobeno, mladi istra`uva~i i poten-
cijalni asistenti, na prvo mesto treba da bidat 
dobrite menaxeri, od koi se o~ekuva da obezbedat 
finansiska poddr{ka za proekti i programi, kako 
i da gi ubedat slu`benite lica (kako Slovene~kata 
istra`uva~ka agancija17) deka nivnite programi se 
od “nacionalen” interes za Slovenija i kone~no da 
privle~at idni studenti so pomo{ na nekolku komer-
cijalni alatki. Me|unarodnata trgovska liberali-
zacija na visokoto obrazovanie (kako posledica na 
GATS18) koja gi izvrtuva obrazovnite institucii vo 
uslu`ni dejnosti, ima svoe vlijanie i vrz rodovite 
studii, a posledicite od toa }e bidat poevidentni 
osobeno po sproveduvaweto na Bolowskiot proces.
 
I pokraj toa {to ovie programi se vklu~eni vo 
akademskite nastavni planovi (Filosofski fakul-
tet, Fakultet za socijalna rabota, Fakultet za 
op{testveni nauki, Institutum Studiorum Humanita-
tis – Qubqana – Fakultet za postdiplomski studii 
vo humanitarnite nauki, Miroven institut), denes, 
nastavata vo oblasta na rodovite studii vo Slovenija 
stanuva sè pomalku atraktivna za novite generacii 
na poslediplomci i istra`uva~i vo ovaa oblast. 
Blagodarenie na “preporodot” na patrijarhalnite 
i tradicionalnite vrednosti, nacionalisti~kiot 
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“naturalization” of gender/sex roles, gender policy have 
been strongly neutralized and marginalized by those 
clusters in the last few years (Office for Women’s Policy 
was reorganized and renamed in Office for equal oppor-
tunities in 2001). Alternative sources of gender knowl-
edge and activities on different levels (including alter-
native spaces, non-profit and non-sponsored artist sec-
tions, and non-institutional academic activities that sur-
vived in small number in post-transitional era) became 
again entry-level services for mobility of students, artists 
and cultural researchers,19 although it seems, for a while, 
that civil society in Slovenia have successfully overcome 
war-crises in the region, transitional reversals and EU 
integration. All this reminds us that critical thinking and 
political re/reading of the regional feminist agendas in 
their historic and comparative contexts is emerging for 
the appropriate institutionalization of gender studies in 
the Balkans (Slovenia included) and its emanicipatory 
politics in the academia, as well as, for the empowerment 
of feminist political views in society (interventions in the 
media, public sphere, politics etc.), particularly referring 
to the last war-decade of the 20th century. According to 
Svetlana Slapšak, “[t]he analysis of male and female dis-
courses on war and gender shows that the main specifi-
city of the area, when it comes to feminism and gender, 
lies in conceptualizing, contextualising, and presenting 
the war. It is a fascinating case quite challenging for the 
epistemology of gender studies, of a concept/context 
mutual work and formation. At the same time, it con-
firms that specific knowledge, blending local (native) 
input and theoretical dialogue into the same referential 
framework is absolutely necessary in future European 
planning of gender and feminist studies. It could prove 
necessary to provide for specific semiotic clusters and 
cultural contexts when dealing with phenomena which 
might be described in familiar terms, but have entirely 
different histories and symbolic (ritual, cultural, linguis-

diskurs i mizoginijata, vospostaveni od mediu-
mite, crkvata i dr`avnata politika i od javnoto 
mislewe, izvrteno kako posledica na “naturaliza-
cijata” na rodovite/polovite ulogi, rodovata poli-
tika be{e ostro neutralizirana i marginalizira-
na od ovie grupi vo izminatite nekolku godini 
(Kancelarijata za `enska politika be{e reorgani-
zirana i preimenuvana vo Kancelarija za ednakvi 
mo`nosti vo 2001 godina). Alternativnite izvori 
na rodovo znaewe i aktivnosti na razli~ni nivoa 
(vklu~uvaj}i gi alternativnite prostori, neprofi-
tabilnite i nesponzoriranite umetni~ki klubovi, 
kako i neinstitucionalnite akademski aktivnosti 
{to pre`iveaja vo mal broj vo post-tranzicionata 
era) povtorno stanaa osnovni na~ini za mobil-
nost na studentite, umetnicite i kulturolo{kite 
istra`uva~i,19 iako ve}e nekoe vreme se ~ini deka 
gra|anskoto op{testvo vo Slovenija uspe{no gi 
nadmina voenite krizi vo regionot, tranziciskite 
presvrti i integracijata vo EU. Seto ova nè potsetuva 
deka kriti~koto razmisluvawe i politi~koto pre/
pro~ituvawe na regionalnite feministi~ki agendi 
vo nivniot istoriski i komparativen kontekst se po-
javuva zaradi soodvetnata institucionalizacija na 
rodovite studii na Balkanot (vklu~uvaj}i ja i Slove-
nija) i emancipira~kata politika na akademijata, 
kako i zaradi zajaknuvaweto na feministi~kite 
politi~ki stavovi vo op{testvoto (intervencii 
vo mediumite, javnata sfera, politikata, itn.), oso-
beno zemaj}i ja predvid poslednata voena decenija 
od 20-tiot vek. Spored Svetlana Slap{ak, “anali-
zata na ma{kite i `enskite diskursi za vojnata i 
rodot poka`uvaat deka glavnata specifika na re-
gionot, koga stanuva zbor za feminizam i rod, le`i 
vo konceptualiziraweto, kontekstualiziraweto i 
pretstavuvaweto na vojnata. Toa e fascinantno, no 
pretstavuva i prili~no golem predizvik za epis-
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tic) backgrounds. Superficial homonymy can produce 
deep misunderstanding, and can be a fertile ground for 
manipulative colonizing/colonized strategies.”20

The third set of problems, beside the general socio-politi-
cal situation (repatriarchalisation, misogyny, marginali-
zation, exclusion, victimisation, public representations, 
powerless etc.) and lack of (inter)national funding for re-
search or development (exploitation, degradation of the 
profession) that gender studies have already confronted 
for the last decade and longer, comes consequently from 
the “inside”: lack of academic networking and collabora-
tion which mostly turning into confrontations and com-
petitiveness, post-feminist approaches according to new 
project proposal requirements, opportunistic neutralisa-
tion of the “gender” issues, recycling (luck of scientific 
creativity), compromising mainstreaming and similar.

The action points arising form local settings exposed in 
this short study should be certainly focused on the im-
provement of gender studies in the academic curricula, 
on the empowerment of gender academic networks (in-

temologijata na rodovite studii, na konceptual-
nata/kontekstualnata zaedni~ka rabota i oformu-
vawe. Istovremeno, toa potvrduva deka opredeleno 
znaewe, vo koe se prepletuvaat lokalniot (rodoviot) 
pridones i teoriskiot dijalog vo edna ista refe-
rentna ramka, e apsolutno neophodno vo idnoto ev-
ropsko planirawe na rodovite i feministi~kite 
studii. Mo`ebi }e bide neophodno da se obezbedat 
opredeleni semioti~ki grupi i kulturni konteks-
ti, koga stanuva zbor za fenomeni koi bi mo`ele da 
bidat opi{ani so poznata terminologija, no imaat 
sosema poinakvi istorii i simboli~ko (ritualno, 
kulturno, lingvisti~ko) poteklo. Povr{inskata 
homonimija mo`e da dovede do dlaboki nedorazbi-
rawa i mo`e da bide plodna po~va za manipulativ-
ni kolonizatorski/kolonizirani  strategii”.20

Tretata grupa problemi, pokraj op{tata op{test-
veno-politi~ka situacija (repatrijarhaliza-
cija, mizoginija, marginalizacija, isklu~uvawe, 
viktimizacija, javno pretstavuvawe, nemo}, itn.) 
i nedostigot od (me|u)narodno finansirawe na 
istra`uvawa ili razvoj (eksploatacija, degrada-
cija na profesijata) so koe rodovite studii ve}e 
se soo~ija vo izminatata decenija i podolgo, doa|a 
“odnatre”: nedostig od akademska mre`na sorabotka 
koja naj~esto se pretvora vo konfrontirawe i nat-
prevaruvawe, post-feministi~ki pristapi spored 
novite barawa za predlog-proekti, oportunisti~ka 
neutralizacija na “rodovite” pra{awa, reciklirawe 
(nedostig od nau~na kreativnost), kompromitira~ka 
integracija i sli~no.

Odrednicite za akcija koi proizleguvaat od lokal-
noto opkru`uvawe i koi se izlo`eni vo ovaa kratka 
studija treba sekako da se fokusiraat na podobruvawe 
na rodovite studii vo akademskite nastavni planovi, 
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cluding different kind of feminist and women’s organisa-
tions) and on the importance of applying critical gender 
analysis in all areas of social life, politics, science, educa-
tion, art, commerce and health. In-depth awareness of 
social life, trends and politics-those perspectives could 
be recognized at the moment as enthusiastic. So, the 
main question for academics, professors, researchers, 
and students is: Can we do it? 

Conclusion: Travelling scholars claim the means 
of knowledge production

The rhetorical question with which this article ends un-
derlines the symptomatic nature of gender in mainstream 
academic cultures of all countries analysed here. Gender 
questions and disturbs, shakes up the entrenched preju-
dice and conformist stance, while offering no guaranties 
in relation to the outcome of transformative politics.

This article offers a vision that aims to go beyond the 
state of disappointment and stubbornness, which many 
feminist scholars have felt in the last decade and a half. 
In this vision, personal relationships continue to have a 
prominent role in finding the alternative routes for dis-
cussing emancipatory politics in feminist theory and 
criticism. These personal relationships do not in any way 
build a secluded safe-haven, but rather give us an impe-
tus for more developing collaborative ways of knowledge 
production and exchange, and taking concrete steps in 
establishing and fostering gender studies in the region 
of former Yugoslavia. These are “epistemological cells,” 

na zajaknuvawe na rodovata akademska mre`na sora-
botka (vklu~uvaj}i razni vidovi feministi~ki i 
`enski organizacii) i na va`nosta od primenu-
vawe na kriti~ka rodova analiza vo site oblasti 
od op{testveniot `ivot, politika, nauka, obra-
zovanie, umetnost, biznis i zdravje. Prodlabo~enata 
svest za op{testveniot `ivot, tendencii i poli-
tika - ovie perspektivi vo ovoj moment bi mo`ele 
da se okarakteriziraat kako entuzijasti~ki. Zatoa, 
glavnoto pra{awe za akademskite gra|ani, profeso-
rite, istra`uva~ite i studentite e: Mo`eme li da go 
storime toa? 

Zaklu~ok: Patuva~kite nau~nici gi baraat 
na~inite za produkcija na znaewe

Retori~koto pra{awe so koe zavr{uva ovaa statija 
e vo osnovata na simptomatskata priroda na rodot 
vo dominantnite akademski kulturi vo site zemji  
analizirani ovde. Rodovite pra{awa i nemiri gi 
protresuvaat zakoravenite predrasudi i konfor-
misti~ki gledi{ta, ne nudej}i nikakva garancija 
za rezultatot od transformativnata politika.

Ovaa statija pru`a vizija {to se stremi da pro-
dre nadvor od sostojbata na razo~aruvawe i tvrdo-
glavost, vo koja se zateknaa mnogu feministi~ki 
nau~nici vo izminatata decenija i pol. Vo ovaa 
vizija, li~nite odnosi prodol`uvaat da imaat 
va`na uloga vo iznao|aweto na alternativni 
pati{ta za diskutirawe na emancipativnata poli-
tika vo feministi~kata teorija i kritika. Ovie 
li~ni odnosi voop{to ne ni izgraduvaat nekakvo 
pritaeno pribe`i{te, tuku ni davaat pottik za raz-
vivawe pove}e na~ini za sorabotka vo produkcijata 
i razmenata na znaewe i za prezemawe konkretni 
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merki za vospostavuvawe i neguvawe na rodovite 
studii vo regionot na porane{na Jugoslavija. Tie se 
‘epistemolo{kite kletki’, mobilni i tehnolo{ki 
napredni, koi ne gi izbegnuvaat konfrontaciite 
so neprobojnata akademija, no istovremeno i gi una-
preduvaat kriti~koto razmisluvawe i akademskoto 
istra`uvawe. Ne pravime nikakvi kompromisi so 
ona {to ve}e postoi, no istovremeno nie go barame 
na{eto pravo da vlezeme vo postoe~kite institucii. 
Na ovoj na~in, nie sozdavame na{a publika i na{i 
partneri vo produkcijata na znaewe od oblasta na 
rodovite studii. 
                         
Na{ata cel e da vospostavime redovni akademski raz-
meni: preku konferencii, zaedni~ki istra`uva~ki 
proekti i publikacii, nadvore{ni ispituvawa, 
predavawa od viziting profesori, zaedni~ko 
~lenstvo vo uredni~kiot odbor na nekoe spisan-
ie. Ova }e ja postavi platformata za sozdavawe na 
teorija i praktika vtemelena vo lokalnite/kom-
parativnite specifiki na takov na~in {to novata 
teorija }e proizleze od lokalnite praktiki i so-
gleduvawa koi se premnogu bolni i zasramuva~ki 
za dominantnite ideologii da se spravat so niv i 
kako takvi treba da se potisnuvaat. Me|utoa, nie sme 
svesni deka lokalnite specifiki se samo u{te edno 
ime za feti{izirawe na razlikata, tolku mila na 
depolitizira~kiot stav na multikulturalisti~kata 
politika. Sekoe novo teorisko razmisluvawe za 
emancipativnata politika na konkretna materijal-
na praktika mora da se povrze so druga sli~na prak-
tika na me|unarodno nivo. Tokmu vo ovaa smisla, nie, 
patuva~kite nau~nici, internacionalno gi barame 
na~inite za produkcija na znaewe: go pravime sve-
tot dom na na{ata teorija i kritika. Ova e dotolku 
pova`no vo regionalen kontekst, vo koj sekakva kri-
tika e obeshrabrena od strana na konformisti~kiot 

mobile and technologically-savvy, not eschewing con-
frontations with the entrenched academia, and at the 
same time promoting critical thinking and academic re-
search. We make no compromises with what already ex-
ists, while at the same time we claim our right to enter 
the existing institutions. This way, we create our audi-
ences and our partners in knowledge production of gen-
der studies.

Our aim is to set up regular academic exchanges: through 
conferences, joint research projects and publications, 
external examining, visiting lecturing, joint journal edi-
torial-board memberships. This will set a platform for 
creating theory and practice rooted in local/comparative 
specificities in such a way that new theory emerges from 
local practices and insights, which are too painful and 
embarrassing for the dominant ideologies to deal with 
and as such need to be repressed. However, we are aware 
that local specificities are just another name for the fet-
ishizing of difference, so dear to the depoliticising stance 
of multiculturalist politics. All new theoretical reflection 
on emancipatory politics of concrete material practice 
must be linked to other, similar practice internationally. 
It is also in this sense that we, the travelling scholars, 
claim the means of knowledge production internation-
ally: we make the world the home of our theory and 
critique. This is all the more important in the regional 
context wherein any critique is dampened by conformist 
individualism, all too easily eager to supply the fashion-
able demand of the market, and any theoretical discus-
sion is completely discouraged in favour of pragmatic 
approaches. Aware that there must be no theoretical 
compromises made, it would be helpful to recall Lenin 
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individualizam, koj revnosno ja servira pomodar-
skata pobaruva~ka na pazarot, pri {to sekakva teori-
ska diskusija kompletno se obeshrabruva vo prilog 
na pragmati~kite priodi. Svesni deka ne smee da se 
pravat teoriski kompromisi, bi bilo korisno da se 
potsetime na Leninovite zborovi deka “bez revolu-
cionerna teorija ne mo`e da ima revolucionerno 
dvi`ewe”.21 Podgotveni da se vpu{time vo “umetnos-
ta na nevozmo`noto”22 {to politikata vsu{nost i 
e, se stremime da navlezeme vo akademijata na takov 
na~in {to }e pru`ime nova mo`nost, vo zaedni{tvo 
i solidarnost, bez nikakvi garancii. 

Prevod od angliski jazik: 
Nata{a Stojanovska - Ilievska

Bele{ki:

1. Kompletnata verzija na ovaa studija, nare~ena 
Društveni kontekst za ostvarivanje ženskih ljudskih prava 
u BiH, e dostapna na: http://www.globalrights.org/site/
DocServer/BiH_cedaw_drustkont.pdf?docID=146

2. Vo ovaa smisla, po zastra{uva~kite rezultati od iz-
borite vo 1996 godina (koga bea izbrani pomalku od 5% 
`eni), pravilata i propisite za izborite predvidu-
vaa deka site politi~ki partii mora da imaat barem 
edna tretina od “pomalku zastapeniot pol”. Duri i ova 
dovede do ograni~eni rezultati. Za ponatamo{na dis-
kusija, videte: Srđan Dizdarević et al. Procjena razvoja 
demokratije u BiH (Sarajevo: Open Society Fund, 2006), 
310-317.

3. Potrebata za podobro razbirawe na feminizmot, 
rodot, `enskosta, identitetite, seksualnosta, odno-

that “[w]ithout revolutionary theory there can be no rev-
olutionary movement.”21 Ready to engage in the “art of 
the impossible”22 that politics actually is, we aim to inter-
vene in the academia in such a way so as to put forward 
a different possibility, together in solidarity, without any 
guarantees. 
 

Notes:

1. The complete version of the study entitled Društveni 
kontekst za ostvarivanje ženskih ljudskih prava u BiH, 

 available on: http://www.globalrights.org/site/DocServ-
er/BiH_cedaw_drustkont.pdf?docID=146.

2. In this sense, following the horrifying election results in 
1996 (with fewer than 5% of women elected), the rules and 
regulations for elections stipulated that all political parties 
have to have at least one third of „less represented sex“. 
Even this yielded in limited results. For further discus-
sion, please see Srđan Dizdarević et al. Procjena razvoja 
demokratije u BiH (Sarajevo: Open Society Fund, 2006), 
310-317.

3. The need for better understanding of feminism, gender, 
femininity, identities, sexuality, power relations, patriar-
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site na mo}, patrijarhatot, nasilstvoto i ~ovekovite 
prava dovedoa do osnovawe na programa za `enski 
studii. @enskite studii “@arana Papi}”, se prvata 
interdisiplinarna programa koja se zanimava so 
`enskite pra{awa vo Bosna i Hercegovina, osnova-
na vo 1998 godina. Temite od `enskite pra{awa se 
opse`ni i vklu~uvaat op{testvena i humanisti~ka 
nauka i umetnost. Programite za `enski studii se 
sfa}aat kako Studii za `enite ili Rodovi studii, 
Istra`uvawe za `enite, ili Feministi~ki studii. 
Programata na `enskite studii e razli~na od drugite 
nau~ni disciplini po svojata sodr`ina, koncept i 
celi i sè u{te e avtonomna obrazovna programa vo 
Bosna i Hercegovina koja go afirmira znaeweto na 
aktivistite i li~niot priod na ̀ enite kon znaeweto.                                                                                           
                          

4. Na 13 april 2002 godina se odr`a osnova~kata sesija 
na Centarot za rodovi istra`uvawa, rakovodena od 
negovata pretsedatelka, profesorkata Nirman Mor-
awak – Bambura}.

5. Daphne Patai and Noretta Koertge, Professing Feminism. 
Education i Indoctrination in Women’s Studies (Oxford: 
Lexington Books, 2003).

6. Inge Tomić Koludrović and Suzana Kunac, Rizici mod-
ernizacije. Žene u Hrvatskoj devedesetih (Split: Udruga 
građana Stope nade, 2000).

7. Barada et al., Institucionalizacija ženskih studija u Hrvats-
koj (Zagreb: Centar za ženske studije 2003).

8. Gordana e ~lenka i liderka na CESI, hrvatska `enska 
nevladina organizacija. Taa stana profesionalka vo 
izminatite deset godini i sega raboti vo gra|anskiot 
sektor. Ostanatite koi }e gi spomnam, Tea, Sawa, Bil-
jana, se isto taka feministi~ki aktivistki koi vo 
izminatite deset godini rabotea vo gra|anskiot sek-
tor vo polza na `enite. Site tie bea intervjuirani 

chate, violence and human rights identified a program of 
Women’s Studies. Women’s Studies “Žarana Papić,” is the 
first interdisciplinary program based on women’s issues 
in BiH, established in 1998. Themes of Women’s Studies 
are wide and include social and humanist science and art. 
Women’s Studies programs are recognized as Studies on 
Women or Gender Studies, Women’s Research, or Femi-
nist Studies. The program of Women’s Studies is differ-
ent from other scientific disciplines by its content, concept 
and goals, and it is still autonomic educational program in 
BiH which affirms activist knowledge and women’s per-
sonal approach to the knowledge.

4. On 13 April 2002 was held the founding session of the Cen-
tre for gender research, headed by its president professor 
Nirman Moranjak – Bamburać.

5. Daphne Patai and Noretta Koertge, Professing Feminism. 
Education and Indoctrination in Women’s Studies (Ox-
ford: Lexington Books, 2003).

6. Inge Tomić Koludrović and Suzana Kunac, Rizici mod-
ernizacije. Žene u Hrvatskoj devedesetih (Split: Udruga 
građana Stope nade, 2000).

7. Barada et al., Institucionalizacija ženskih studija u Hrvat-
skoj (Zagreb: Centar za ženske studije 2003).

8. Gordana is a member and leader of CESI, Croatian wom-
en’s NGO. She got professionalised in last ten years and is 
now working in civil sector. The other whom I will mention, 
Tea, Sanja, Biljana, are also feminist activist who were in 
last ten years working in civil sector to the benefit of wom-
en. All of them were interviewed during 2005-2007 for the 
project on the future of feminism in the region. They are 
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vo periodot od 2005 do 2007 godina vo sklop na pro-
ektot za idninata na feminizmot vo regionot. Tie se 
pretstavni~ki na slednive nevladini organizacii: 
B.a.B.e. (Bidi aktivna, bidi emancipirana), i Cen-
tarot za `enski studii od Zagreb.

9. Karmela Devčić, “Dossier: Hrvatske ženske aktivistice. 
Feministice novog kova,” Globus, 6 april, 2007, 58-62. 

 
10. Barilar et al., Aktivistkinje. Kako “opismeniti” teoriju (Za-

greb: Centar za ženske studije, 2001).

11. Ibid., 178.

12. Inge Tomić Koludrović, “Žene u znanosti u Hrvatskoj: 
današnji položaj i perspektive”. Govor odr`an na ENWISE 
rabotilnica: “Kako stupiti u dijalog sa znanstvenicama s 
balkanskog područja” (Bruxelles, 11.-12. 11. 2003).

13. Ellen Messer-Davidow, Disciplining Feminism. From So-
cial Activism to Academic Discourse (Durham: Duke Uni-
versity Press, 2002).

14. Barilar et al., Aktivistkinje. Kako “opismeniti” teoriju (Za-
greb: Centar za ženske studije, 2001), 7-11).

15. Feministi~kata i rodovata teorija nao|aat svoj odraz 
i vo dva ̀ enski festivala koi gi unapreduvaat ̀ enite 
involvirani vo umetnosta i kulturata preku simpozi-
umi, trkalezni masi i predavawa, kako {to se festi-
valite the City of Women od po~etokot i the Red Down 
festival od ovaa godina. Isto taka, mnogu nevladini or-
ganizacii, kako i Kancelarijata za `enska politika 
(transformirana vo 2001 godina vo Vladina kancel-
arija za ednakvi mo`nosti) vo devedesettite vlijaea 
i pridonesoa za pro{iruvaweto na feministi~kata 
akademska mre`a.

representatives of following NGOs: B.a.B.e. (Be Active, Be 
Emancipated), and Centre for Women’s Studies, from Za-
greb.

9. Karmela Devčić, “Dossier: Hrvatske ženske aktivistice. 
Feministice novog kova,” Globus, April 6th, 2007, 58-62. 

10. Barilar et al., Aktivistkinje. Kako “opismeniti” teoriju (Za-
greb: Centar za ženske studije, 2001).

11. Ibid., 178.

12. Inge Tomić Koludrović, “Žene u znanosti u Hrvatskoj: 
današnji položaj i perspektive.” Speech delivered at the 
ENWISE workshop: „Kako stupiti u dijalog sa znanstveni-
cama s balkanskog područja” (Bruxelles, 11.-12. 11. 2003).

13. Ellen Messer-Davidow, Disciplining Feminism. From So-
cial Activism to Academic Discourse (Durham: Duke Uni-
versity Press, 2002).

14. Barilar et all., Aktivistkinje. Kako “opismeniti” teoriju (Za-
greb: Centar za ženske studije, 2001), 7-11.

15. Feminist and gender theory find also its place in two wom-
en’s festivals which promote women engaged in art and 
culture throughout symposium, roundtables and lectures: 
the City of Women from the beginning and the Red Down 
festival from this year. Many NGO’s organisations as well 
as Office of Women’s Policy (transformed in 2001 in the 
Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities) in the nine-
ties influenced and contributed to the spreading of the 
feminist academic network, as well.
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Identities

16. Prviot feministi~ki kurs se pojavi na Filosofski-
ot fakultet pri Univerzitet vo Qubqana (Slovenija) 
vo 1986 godina. Sredinata na devedesettite be{e isto 
taka plodna i konstruktivna za feministi~kite i 
rodovite studii na visokoobrazovno nivo.

17. Slovene~kata “Istra`uva~ka agencija” be{e osnovana 
od Vladata na Republika Slovenija, vo 2003 godina. 
Agencijata izvr{uva profesionalni, razvojni i 
izvr{ni zada~i vo vrska so Nacionalnata programa 
za istra`uvawe i razvoj. Agencijata gi izveduva 
svoite zakonski opredeleni obvrski od javen interes, 
postojano, profesionalno i nezavisno odlu~uvaj}i za 
izborot na programite i za proektite koi se finan-
sirani od dr`avniot buxet i drugi finansiski izvo-
ri. Agencijata e indirekten korisnik na dr`avniot 
buxet vo pogled na pravnite odredbi {to gi ureduvaat 
javnite finansii i javnite agencii. (http://www.arrs.
gov.si/en/)

18. GATS - The General Agreement on Trade in Services 
(Op{t dogovor za trgovija vo uslu`nite dejnosti)                                                                                           

19. Programi na EU za mobilnost koi nudat razli~ni 
mo`nosti za studirawe i istra`uvawe vo stranstvo.

20. Svetlana Slapšak, “Introduction: Post-Yugoslav Feminism: 
Paradoxes, Myths, i Perspectives,” in The Making od Eu-
ropean Women’s Studies Volume VI: A work in progress 
on curriculum development i related issues in gender 
education i research (Utrecht: ATHENA), 2004), 26.

21. Lenin, V.I., “Engels on the importance of the theo-
retical struggle,” in What is to be Done?, dostapno na 
marksisti~kiot internet arhiv na slednava adresa: 
http://www.marxists.org

22. Slavoj Žižek, The Tichlish Subject: The Absent Centre of 
Political Ontology (London: Verso, 1999), 199.

16. First feminist course appeared at the Faculty of Arts, Uni-
versity of Ljubljana (Slovenia) in 1986. The middle of the 
nineties was also constructive and fruitful for feminist and 
gender studies at the level of the higher education.

17. The Slovenian “Research Agency was established by the 
Government of the Republic of Slovenia, in 2003. The 
Agency performs professional, development and executive 
tasks relating to the National Research and Development 
Programme. The Agency carries out its legally determined 
duties in the public interest, providing permanent, profes-
sional, and independent decision-making on the selection 
of programmes and projects financed from the state bud-
get and other financial sources. The Agency is an indirect 
user of the state budget in terms of the legal provisions 
that govern public finances and public agencies. (http://
www.arrs.gov.si/en/)

18. GATS - The General Agreement on Trade in Services.

19. EU mobility programmes which offers different kind of 
possibilities to study and to research abroad.

20.  Svetlana Slapšak, “Introduction: Post-Yugoslav Femi-
nism: Paradoxes, Myths, and Perspectives,” in The Mak-
ing of European Women’s Studies Volume VI: A work in 
progress on curriculum development and related issues 
in gender education and research (Utrecht: ATHENA, 
2004), 26.

21. Lenin, V.I., “Engels on the importance of the theoretical 
struggle,” in What is to be Done?, available on the Marxist 
Internet Archive on http://www.marxists.org

22. Slavoj Žižek, The Tichlish Subject: The Absent Centre of 
Political Ontology (London: Verso, 1999), 199.


